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The Wonderful Tale of an
Eavesdropping Small
Boy and a Giant ~ *

¥ ALL the remarkable tales that have peen told
me the most wonderful is the story of Peter
rell, who was Maud = n's beau. Maud
a brother named Si
was of a prying, inquisitive dispo
never lost an opport to pok 3
le's affairs. It has be said that & s wWas
> actions by the Wizard Munch, with w hom
he Wizard couid know all

w
Into other pe
urged to th
he wa »ry intimate, so that t
about neighbor: Silas has denied t} €
t he was o anxious to learn all he could about
. But, at rate, he earned the reputation of

“snooper’’ an ether
he deserved it or not, nd cured of
bit by what happe au,  Peter
was about ninete 3 , and had paild close
1 to Maud for many mc¢ s, and yvet every time he
her house Silas was | 1g to see and hear all
ad

-

id behind the sofa
soon discovered

lor before Peter arr )
which increased

and ha d out by the ear wi
to shrieks when Peter kicked

Silas fled, and, after nursing h
for awhile, went to Wizard Mu

the woodshed
id him how he

had been tr d. The W d s ) A
“I've long had it in for that Y 5 To-night I
will make you a dose that will settle him. Come back to

me in the morning.

Silas repaired to the Wizar
Munch said with a leer:

**Here is the stuff that wi

“What is it made of ?"" asked the
tle of dark greenish fluld.

“It contains many ingredients,”
singed chickens’ feathers and rab
eyes, milk soured by thunder, bark «
hemilock, hair of a woodchuck, snak
perspiration of a mule, and angle worm all boflleddin
water from & cistern in which a black was drowned.”

“Gee!” cried Silas. ““What a terrible mess!"”

GREW BIG SUDDENLY

“Yes, it's awful,” sad Munch. “And it will make Peter
turn into a shriveled, dried T

few days, and your sister w
“Bully!” cried Peter. ““How sl e it to him?"
“Put it into his d when he comes to dinner on Sun-
y,” replied the Wizard.

Silas took the terrible p and when Peter
¢ame to dinner he succeeded po g plenty of it into
Nothing happened immediately, and Eilas was
i He had tooked to se Peter begin to

., in fact, he seemed to be larger in a ‘couple
. Next day Si went to Peter’'s house, and to
his amazement, instead of a dwarf, he saw a glant. Peter
was ten feet in height, an tood by the barn door with a
troubled face, as he exjg i to his ther that he had
grown every minute during the n t. and had been com-
3 d was too small.
to run away: but
>ted him to be the
of this ast g change ran after the boy,
caught him, and Silas confess all. Peter was so
¥ that he rushed to the Wizard's house, kicked the
door in, and dragged Munch out.

The Wizard led for mercy. He confessed when Peter
ad almost choked him, but that did no good to Peter.
funch decl t he never meant to make a gilant of

Peter, and he must have made some error—which
was 0ot He added that his dwarf-potion
would have ter, but it would have
lasted only t tell what would hap-
§r11 now. Pe -
1is hair fell off,
ribs and other bones
his own house, and we

He slept that night in the barn
but he saw that he was still sh
hat shoes, forfans ly, er
we g & In his poc
there limit to his g

v as he took the bot-

afd Munch. “First,

feet, then teads’
he slippery elm and
skins, splders’ eggs,

a

pelled to sleep on the floor, as the t
Silas was frightened, an
Peter

sta
d immediately

aw him,

t
i mar of his
w him on top eof

ras very large,
His clothes,
th his body, as
he foresaw that
In the morning he
1st the third-

Bgg!

might

& , for they w
d such a giant. His
r gave him ten gold eagies, d told him to go to
own and buy a hundred dolla h of oatmeal, as that
was very cheap and filling. started off along the
highwa Horses and dogs a an awayv as he
came along, and people tu , looking on
bim with mingled alarm a

It took him but an hou
wes soon in the town, where
sation. He d grown tw
and the pe
He bought the oatmeal,
pleces they were as large
declared that the

astonishm

miles, and he
a & immense sen-
2r. during. the hour,
es to speak to him.
took out his gold
s, and the grocer

't fool me. You
d me bills if he
oled himself, for

ean take the meal, t
has no genuine gold eagles.
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whales in the sea to make a meal
ed one, and at one time he gathered several
built & rock barrier at its mouth and
mtil he needed them.
those whales splashing about Hke gold fish

WITH

chuckied and hurried off to
a drove of cattle ag quickly as possible, for he saw that
carce in the neighborhood of
He also gathered all the gold coi
that Peter could
and hastened home again.

the big gold pleces were worth already hundreds of dollars

Peter put many of the bags in his pockets and carried
the rest in his arms, and returned home.
his iather what had happened, and showed the immense
, his parent shouted with joy.

““Our fortune is made

beef -‘would soon be very

When he told It was a great

he could secure at
crease his store,
“Keep them in your
continue grow-

lored the seacoast near home he
North Pole, taking several scientists
v settled all the guestions at once re-
garding the pole by requesting Peter to pull it up and bring
Which he did, of course, as is proved
by the fact that the pole is now in Washington, but when
they next went to the South Pole he declined to puil it
[ might affect the motion
it was while returning “from this
1at he saw the sea serpent far off on the Pacific
Ocean, and when he had landed his scientific friends at
mes he returned-to find the reptilé, but it eluded
. -probably by sinking deep into the sea.
A hat wonderful career in which he
He had now grown to the
which is almost a

as his volce shook th

Here's a dozen more, take thez
Peter put the others in his pock:
“But what am I going to do?
n the whole countr;

There’ll be no place for to know what his p

agers wished to

it back with him.

0

were, and many museum man-

Then you should
his feet were about te
far him to avoid

the dismay and terror,
dth and it was difficult
ie like ants under his

2 d the old man, and
. whisper took him off his feet. Peter heard
him when he lay on the ground, but when he stood up his

a great outery
ws were passed expeiling Peter from  the

the jand and la
country at once.
He had already foreseen this, as it was in a few d:

this s€frape and must stay
share my troubles.’
o Silas had to remain up there, for Peter put him in
his vest pocket, which was now as large as 2 room, and
Silas was almost deafened by
silver watch in the other poc
how he could get :

great damage to houses, barns, gardens, fences,
animals, and, although he was as careful as possible, he
Jestroyed much property. Being by the end
fiva hundred feet
strous the least movement was.

yr the world would consider him an immense
reral cables across the different

irs what it usually took weeks ®in thinking of doing this

v, for he saw that he

of one week more
can imagine how d
State authorit
cars and take

14 but which he refused.
now was carryving in his pockets millions of gold an®
needed no mor

3 a

don’'t feel very hungry.” i he, “and yet four or

five roast oxen would just about suit me."
““There’ll be no use In our being rich!™

‘““if we have to s

m away out upon the desert plains, but
he said that even there he might cause ruin and devasta-
tion and instead he proposed to remain in the ocean w
along near shore, and sleeping in uncuitivated spots.
He took Silas with him, because he wished him 4o be his

cried Mr. Powell,
d our money for oxen! However, just had also increased in size
and was a lesser giant new,
, was the one who received all di-
'ter was asked to-deepen a harber or
mass of rock for a railroad he took all
managed, by industrious application, to
1, although it cost a _deal, 1 tell you. even to
en Peter in two days had dug the
bare hands, and made a channel
in to ocean, it was an almest im-

he money ¥you have in your pockets.
let's see one of the coln
Peter showed him several.

Each was now as large as

L Silas off on his hand, whisper to bim what he wished
cart wheels, and the old man almost fell backward in his

lower h'm to the ground, whereupon Silas would &

and as time went
it left a great scarcity
He soon found that he

s of dollars each, and
ng big, too, ain't they?"
Sure enough, even the ones added later were-as big as

They re worth

all the_markets, I assure you.

Wizard Made a Man a
Mile High and Also
Very Rich

possible talk to find bananas and other frult * hi
b her fruit for his
l;trenkust. but Silas, by diligent hustling. managed it, yet
= Was months before other people had & banana, for
ey u.x:e almoetn;.\u there were in Central America.

¢ came @ wWar between America and Europe,
which was caused by this very Panama Canal. Peter had
n resting in the pampas of South America, and knew
nothing about it until he went north along the shores
and beheld a host of warships sailing along a few miles
ou.t.. There were s0 many of them that it surprised him.
“Dow;%gutx:alls:m tgxe me;mlng of thiz!" he sald to Silas
'8 where they are bound ) rha e

nresﬂatter." ¥ are bound and what th
as, held over the biggest of the nearer cralsers, was
soon informed that Europe was w ;;k with America,
%{r:gs};x‘es&were the combined fleets England, France,

rmany, and Italy, with sprinkii h
unir;xa)smr. ng;lons. Mo i A
it must stopped ;" thundered the glant. “I'll have
no war at all on the earth. Go back at once to Europe and

Somé of the ships turned to ge back, but others hesi-
tated and pretty soon Silas S(L‘:\'g“i\.:\L some of them were
trying to point their big guns upward, but as they were
never constructed to shoot almest directly aloft he was
not "so alarmed as he might have been. He felt pretty
secure up there anyway, for none of the projectiles, of
which the greatest were some forty inches in dlameter,
could possibly have penetrated Peter's vest cloth.

However, they soon began to fire at his legs, and while
the balls did not wound him they made his shins itc
and annoyed him greatly, but he was loath to injure them,
so he began to dance about, which action created a ter-
rific sea, scattering the fleets and disturbing their aim.
Then he picked the ships up one by one and laid them
high on the shore among the hills, where they lie to this
day, and none of the nations have ever been able to raise
money enough from their people to start another navy,
30 that the whole world has been at peace ever since
The crews were unable to get home, so they settled right
there,. and started a new country, which they called
Peteria, after the giant who had stopped the war. Then
Peter, went north and informed the government that he
had finished the Panama Canal, ‘

CAPTURED A SEA SERPENT

Then Peter, just for sport, began to hunt the sea-ser-
pent, for nobody would believe that he had re
such a monster. It was weeks before the creatur £
even sighted, and then he dived and escaped ihe giant's
fingers. But Peter so nearly had him that the water
splashed all over Silas as he peered down into the sea.

'he next time they saw the creature it was far out in the
Southern Pacific, and Peter, after noving his clothes
and piacing them in a plle upon a desert island, with Silas
sitting on top of them, plunged into the sea so that only
the top of his head showed. The s erpent, thinking,
perhaps, that his head was another and, came sSwim-
ming merrily along, and before he k v how dangerous
was that neighborhood Peter sprang up and at him.

The serpent was very large » large that it made even
huge Peter tremble, for he w 200 feet in length, but he
was as a rope in the hands of Peter. B re he knew what
had occurred Peter had seized him, ¢ in the twinkling
of an eyvé had gripped his mouth so t he could not bite.
Then he put his head between his knees and tied the ser-
pent in a beautiful bow-knot that could not untie nor
could he move at all. He was per tly helpless, and he
knew it. Then Peter dr >d himself and arted for
home, very much pleased at being able to w all the
unbelievers that he had really seen the sea serpent.

I think his capture of this sea monster created more
of a stir than anything Peter ever did while he was
giant, for somehow it wa that people c©o
really measure and underst A came from all ove
the world to see his prize, wt ne had placed in
great glass tank, roofed with iron bars, so it could not
escape or seize any of the audience, and if he had been
poor this alone would have made him had he
charged admission to the show. But i
besides that, every child was pres
photograph to take ho to show his
parents or relations who could not ¢

Almost the first thing Peter di
was to stere away in the barn :
coins, which were now worth
yourself estimating the value
is enlarged to the size of a
wish, but I am too busy to do

st

free, and,
a splendid
or feeble

ek his
) assure

began to diminish. It tec but
that he was getting smaller,
pened, of course, to Silas, so
both were once more their fo
ever, having been obliged to be
thoroughly tired of that occ

his spving propensities,
sister that winter, he
brother-in-law of such a ricl
to prove that Peter was a gi
1 had almost forgotten. the s
but the stuffed skin of whi
where you can see ft your
Peter Powell.

time, if vou know
McDOUGALL.
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