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FARMERS PROSPERED GREATLY DURING THE YEAR I9O3
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BY JAMES DRYDEN

THE
PAST vrar has been a most fa

for the farmers of the
0 On tin whole the showing-

is good one in sections crops have
suffered from on cause or another but
it is always Ous l routh made dry

unprciitiulc in places unsea
fcoaiblf i injury in certain
localities ffraF ioppcrs destroyed stv-
eril fortunes H iiaitmillion sheep and
lambs were lot trom exposure to the
weather representing a lose of 1000
000 or thereabouts the codling moth
has wasted of the farmers money
than the Agricultural college the drop
In prices of represents a serious
loss to the cattl growers

Nevertheless he past year has been
the best in our history The snowskept
amelting in the mountains and our ir-
rigated farms produced abundantly
There was an Increased acreage under

crops as well as an increase in
yields and in pri es The reports show
that for all the cereals as well as for
hay potatoes and sugar beets the
yields were greater than last year
With the better prices prevailing for
nearly all farm products the tosses

have more than made
good and the farm wealth of the state
is greater today than at any previous
date in its history-

It is not possible at this time to pro
cure complete returns of all farm

for the year This is particularly
true f the livestock products and of
faults The estimates given herewith
are largely based upon omcial reports-
of the United States department of ag
riculture

Great Profit in Hay
Many good eastern farmers have

never heart of alfalfa nevertheless
ranks first in money value among

Utah farm products The value of the
crop has been increasing rapidly each
year in fact the statisticians can
scarcely keep pace with it It Is the
foundation of Utah farming At pres-
ent prices it is a profitable crop to
grow In spite of the increase in pro
duction there has also been a great in-

crease in price per ton More of it is
being fed on the farms to cattle and
sheep and dairy stock and this is a
promising sign It shows that the
farmers are becoming alive to the im-

portance of converting the raw prod-
ucts of the farm into more

forms of beef mutton pork and but
ter and cheese poultry and eggs etc
This after alt the great secret of
successful farming the skill of con-

verting the raw products into finished
products in the most economical man
ner yield per acre of hay in Utah
is just double the average of all the
states

Great crop of Potatoes
The potato crop surpassed all records

in Utah during the year both in quan
tity and value It is getting to be a
very profitable crop No other feral
crop in Utah has yielded better returns
in money per acre than potatoes the
average for the state was about 80 per
acre in 1903 Sugar beets which also
rank high in acre valueaveraged about

50 per acre Potato growing is an
that will grow Our soil is pe

culiarly adapted to potato growing The
average yield the past year of all the
states was 847 bushels per acre that of
Utah was 177 bushel per acre Not
only that Utah potatoes are superior-
in quality being richer in starch than

potatoes There is no reason
why our potato growers should limit
themselves to a yield less than 200

bushels per acre With better methods
of culture the yield could be easily in-

creased and with our irrigation sys-

tem assuring a crop every year to say
nothing of the potato bugs that give
Utah a wide berth we are in a position
to hold outside markets year after year
when once they are established Were
larger grown la sections
there would be opportunities for starch
factories Starch factories work up the
small and unsalable potatoes and were
large quantities grown and properly
graded the best being shipped to mar
ket there would be enough small pota-

toes to profitably employ a starch fac
tory and the would get a
much better price for those that were
shippedWheat Acreage Increased

The acreage under wheat was slight
ly increased The yield per acre was

against ZL in 1KB The
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The reviewer of current conditions in
the world of livestock who succeeds in
presenting a favorable outlook for that
great Industry at any time soon will
lift a load of gloom from the spirits of
those who follow it for a calling as
as that other numerous class who take
an occasional shy at it for speculative
purposes The situation will require
however that he draw upon his own
optimism for the requisite cheer rather
than the facts and figures men in the
business will furnish at tbe close of
this most disappointing year

It has been n bad one from almost
any viewpoint and so much worse than
any of the surface indications hinted-
at a year ago that cow men in partic-
ular are simply dazed over the demoral
isation in prices and are utterly unable-
to make a clear statement of their woes
or cite an inquirer to the probable
cause shrinkage In the value of their
holdings

Aside from the fact that corn vas
pretty high in the states w that ar-

ticle induces the heavy of neat
animals and a light hay crop in the
range states made the j opie who pro
pare beef and mutton for the M

the west rn a little
uncertain to the outcome of tlvir
operations wer no premonitory
signs in th air a year of the sub-
sequent sw ssive
r ntr went white Barters in K d

physically to withstand the rig-

ors of an ordinary intr and if there
any difference m the supply of
ert over i us yearsrange j

in that art uiir was also
favorable The was

hopeful and esi y s o in Utah
only hat sheet cattle would

Tide through in their good
c ndiUon until spring gr Lss put in

but that which
full feed for the butchers

would triiig advanced prices to fully
romper Mt for the higher priced ra-
tions ivy were consuming from day

Were Blasted

As the season advanced the hopes
vaned for the winter was unusually
protracted DeLft in severity
as the of tt long looked for by
men who were htghprtoed corn
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r SOME OF THE SOURCES OF WEALTH FOR THE UTAH FARMER v S
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price per bushel was
the previous year 80 that we nave

an increased n
yield and an increased value The

price of wheat today is about double
what it was a few years ago Poring
the hard tines 18S the yield i Utah
was 118 bushels per
United States 114 The price in Utah
that year was 10 cents a bushel against

incrined

of
and In the

higher than dur-
ing

sere

¬

and hay put In an appearance De
structive in its effect upon the range
stun which was trying to rustle a

on the deserts it was tremendously
costly In its duration to the meat mak-

ers also as it delayed the finishing of
the sheep and cattle they had up in the
pens and the latter people were
doomed to further disappointment by
the failure of the market to respond
with an advance of prices which would
offset the increased cost of tasking the
meat The that named Influences were
felt by the western men more particu
larly and the losses in range herds
were heavy while the feature of

or rather selling prices was
but most damaging to the corn

men in the vicinity of the big markets
Few if any of the latter stockmen
made any money on their last winters
operations In cattle On the contrary
lc pses averaged probably I7W on every
steer fed the range of loss extending
from 1 on a critter to as high as 30

on strings in some fed lots Deals as
destructive us the latter were of course
not numerous out the advertised fail-
ures the oldtimers back in that
country during the summer and fall
months show pretty conclusively that

were ef greater frequency than the
market papers reported at the time the
feeding closed up and ship-
pers had taken the punishment handed
them by the packers at the big selling
places

The
Speaking of the year in cattle sep

arately it has been EO surprising in the
changes which have taken place in the
matter of values that as before stated
the average cow man is too disgruntled
over the situation to tell what he sus-
pects as the cause of his diminished
fortune Eighteen months ago the busi-
ness looked like a cinch to him for all
time to come Anything in the horns

wa sought for as soon as it had
passed the weaning age and at values
that insured profits to warm the cock-
les of the oldtimers hearts Twelve
months later here in the west there
was no demand for tbe ordinary

output and there was no trading
on the raiiji i A few caw wen who
were obliged to make sales for one

or another threw ftheir
cattle together ant went wm
them As experiments these shipments
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aooiit 3 cents the past year The Unit
ed States yield the past year was
bushels per acre far as the farm-
ers of the country are concerned there-
is Utile danger of hard times in the
Immediate future It 19 worthy of note
that the stock of wheat on hand in
Utah on March 1 IMS was 36 per cent
of the This indicates a prosper-
ous condition of our farmers
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were very infrequently repeated Some
ranchers as stated were obliged to
continue turning Off to ease up ranges
cut down holdings to the size of their
haystacks or make payments on notes
or overdrafts at their bankers The
experiences of these shippers to the big
markets were paralyzing to the local
movement where selling was not abso-
lutely and except further-
in the case of supplies for the home
killers Early account sales from the
river selling places disclosed that
stockers and feeders were only salabl-
ea figures fully 40 per cent lower than
they brought the year before and the
same returns Indicated that a greater
decline had taken place in the values
of Ute tat sort of range stuff As early-
as August some shippers from the
northern part of this state and in Idaho
were at Omaha with mixed shipments
of wellbred and wellconditioned cattle
which included some yearlings of both
sexes The heifers out of one of these
consignments netted the shipper 37IS
per head while the thrifty youngsters
of the opposite persuasion crossed the
scales at prices that brought their own
er 3150 more to the good It is need-
less to state that there were no more
mixed or straight yearlings forwarded
from that section to the open market
during that season

Tendency Downward
The range value o yearlings at the

time these shipments went forward
was held to be fully 315 and 320 for heif-
ers and steers of this quality respec
tively and the ranchers were not in-

clined to stand for such a horizontal
slash at their net proceeds on short no
tice They have been undergoing some
preparation for the trimming suggest-
ed however in subsequent experiences-
upon eastern markets with other offer
ings since those party sales for the
tendency of prices has been continuous-
ly downward until cattle sold before the
range shipping season closed at values
lower than have prevailed for twenty
years or more That is the bulk in
numbers of the daily and weekly of
ferings Throughout the fall months
and while the range tuff war heaviest
art all the markets thousands and

of cows sold at the river for
than two cents per pound while
bulk 6f steers crossed tbe same
at figures ranging from 3 cents down
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Oats also show an increase in
age yield and value yield

bushels per acre against 355 the
nnrious year and a average
of The United States yield was
28 in 1903 against a average

278 v Oats and wjkawtrshow practic-
ally the same With oats
yielding 364 bushels per acre and sell
Ing Jor 47 cents the returns

4
Jen ear

year

was

acre flue
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¬

ward Of course during all of this time
there was a fancy end to the offer-
ings that brought much better money
the few loads which enabled the mar
ket reportersto quote a top that con
cealed the actual And while
the matured steers were running from
the northwest and other sections of the
range favorable to their production
they not pounded by the buyers
as venomously as single purpose
offerings te which Q e above alludes
The packers were the large users of
the latter sort and while they were the
principal buyers of the former also

people and in cases the
shippers made legitimate competition-
on such offerings which to an extent
protected these values The ones
caught share of the punishment how
ever and it is probably safe to say that
the wintered and double wintered steers
marketed during the season have de
ftlined 30 per cent in value over those
sold in a similar time In the previous
year

Decline of
In cattle of every kind

are much to the badActually and
This applies to the thor-

oughbreds A well known writer who is
somewhat of an authority on the sub
ject John Clay of Chicago in a recent
newspaper article estimates the size
of the decline in of cattle
values for a period dating back about-
a year at 33 per eat It M under
rather than over the actual decline

All sorts of causes are assigned for
the slump chiefly ny people who have
not been in on it and occasionally by
one who has on the right side At
this distance from the big centers of

of cattle ccrm and money it
would seem that cowmen themselves
are to an extent responsible for their
grief Their failure to sell their hold-
ings to the northern men at the lower
prices which they offered last spring
curtailed that movement measurably-
and filled up pastures easy reach
of the market thereby increasing the
visible and available supply Pasture
stuff is always shifting stuff Its sure
to go on the market once in the sensor
and k sometimes hits such selling

1 times When its sold to-

doublewintered on the
w wide of these centers
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just about equal those from wheat
yielding 245 bushels per acre and scM-
ing for 77 cents fcr about 17 per acre

Barley Was a Geed Crop
Barley was a The yield

per acre was 375 against 321 in 1902
and an average of 3 2 for ten years
At CO cents per bushel the acre value
of barley was 32250 in 1903 which Is

gold crop

and grow fat and BO reckon-
ing is wade of its passage

Smaller Demand
Of course been a big let

up In the demand for beef Armies have
been reduced and disbanded The

are liberal users of fresh
meats when the troops are in the held
They also cleaned up the stuffs to the
last can of the beef supply while our
own and other wars were on
and while the packers expect continu-
ous future demand for such products
they have probably figured that a re-

newal of on earth
is too remote a contingency to warrant
the speedy replenishment of these sup

except at a substantial discount
for carrying charges The latter arc
steep for other than high explosives
cowmen think but the packers are the
only buyers of the canning variety ol
cattle and there are only a few

in the ones on all
the markets Therefore eanners are
extremely and about everything
but prime stuff has come under that
classification

Of course the situation which
was uncertain at all times during the
summer and fall of the year dosing
and only fairly satisfactory when the
crop was made cut a big figure in the
years trading It affected the big
money always with
and it made the operator who had the
money of his lth timid
and slow to his plans It
also cut down the size of his operations
when he did take hold and more than
any one other thing it kept feeding
deals on the short or
order resulting in the reshipping and
reselling of stuff over sod over again

Outlook Tfttesrtain
The prospect has not cleared up any

to the wtftern lookout Cowmen them-
selves do not iujGjv what to expect from
the coming year the way of prices
If young stuff sells between now and
spring as it usually does to northern
men or speculators who flll their or-
ders ranchmen will t obliged to cut
their figures pretty considerably from
their stiling They are not
inclined to do this yet and ftft
occasional sale f oatwi U lt orte

Tie 0aM ts JMM j-

tified any such gn for t months

I

f

r t I

hostilities anywhere

I

tradethesame
Itow

rtM

formulate

lit

14 n

m k m

i

grow

there has

gov-
ernments

pack-
ers

Born

r ant

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

=

greater than that of any of the oiher
cereals

Corn shows an increase in acreage
and yield which is as it should be The
yield per acre to low It to less than the
average of the United States There
are only a few sections in Utah where
corn may be grown successfully but
in those sections with better cultiva-
tion the yield should be much greater

¬

nd it is probable that yearling steers-
to change hands very freely on next
springs market will have to tell for

16 and under with twos of good qual-
ity bringing 34 per head more money

Utahs Output of Cattku
Th total output of cattle Utah

during the year was under 40000 heal
or about 35 per cent less than I was
in 1902 The bulk of the turnoff went
to ranges in other and the de
cline in price realised was therefore
lees than the average market decline
The sales realised a trifle o er
probably

The consumption within the state in
creased considerably during the year
In addition to the special construction
workers which contributed to this in
creased use of the sup-
plies people of the cities and the
towns have continued to indulge their
beef appetite notwithstanding high
prices

The combined has used
up fully 60000 cattle during the year
These represent a value of a 1SO

000 The loss was somewhat above nor
mal probably 2700 head

The cattle in the eed lots which will
be marketed to the local killers b
tween now and the time grass comes
promise to bring fair prices Cows are
now selling for 2 cents where they
have sold for a quarter and down
to even money for two or three months
and fat steers are bringing Corn three
and a half to six bits an advance
of a quarter and more from the low
time These figures will probably ap
preciate a quarter to a half when
Christrvvas supplies are exhausted pro
vided the eastern packers are not fa-

vored with rates that enable them to
bump local killers The eastern sup-
plies havent been in evidence in the
home trade considerably lately and
feeders are hopeful hat the railways
will not let then in tiiis while the
margin on which they are N
so very slender They want to sell
their stuff at home now and their de
sire will run that way considerably
stronger when the return transporta-
tion for livestock shippers is cut out
by the railways The after move has
been denniltly de rrir urmn by tti
transportation companies and acircu
lar to that effect has been issved by the
various lines effective after the Slit
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More corn should be fed It is a mis
take to feed wheat and oats when corn
may be purchased at less per pound

Lucarn Seed
A promising crop of alfalfa seed was

seriously damaged by an early frost in
September The quality was also

somewhat The prie however
has been high the cleaned seed selling
for cents pw pound against 8 cents
test year The practice is to cut a
crop of hay and let the crop g
to seed The yield runs about four or
five bushels per acre so it is seen that

such prices it is most profitable Mr
C A Smurthraite of Ogden inform
me that the demand for this
does not diminish but increases Farm-
ers can make no mistake in going more
extensively into the cultivation of lu
earn seed The seed brought over
3200000 cash into the state in 1903

Sugar Beets
The sugar beet industry has scored

another advance during the year An-

other new factory that in Bear River
valley is now finishing its first run
The farmers derived a revenue of about

1000000 the past season from the dif-

ferent factories with great possibilities
in the future

Value of Products
The value of products shows am

of 33000000 in round numHtr
over 1902 Had last rears prices of
livestock and wool been maintained
the increase would have been very
much greater It should be borne In
mind that the total of J2454 000 is not
actual because some of the crops am
fed to livestock on the farm and are
therefore counted twice The value
would probably approximate 319000000

United States Crops
Taking the country over there were

bountiful crops in 1003 There is Bttl
prospects of financial breakers if
generous harvest can prevent them
The yields have somewhat ahoy
the average though somewhat belon
the phenomenal yields f 102 Th
corn crop was short of that of the pr
Ious year by 20080000 bushels bur
that is a decrease of only 8 per oem
Before harvest reports were published
broadcast that the corn crop had been
ruined by frosts These reports turned
out to be largely false and the crop r
corn amounts to considerably ov
2000000000 bushels besides
100000000 bushels of the old ca-
rted over till this year According t

latest reports the wheat ewe was
about equal to 1902 With the
tion of cattle and hogs the prices
farm products have been wen
tamed

Acreage of Iteonsv r
The following table gives

of farm crops the two years
1983

Wheat
Oats

Rye
Hay

Qk Suafcets

Wheat
Oats 1

Corn
Barley

w VvJPotatoes rtHay tons
Utah and OtHsr tMBts

The following is a comparative star
ment of the yields acre
the average for d ftIan also a tenyear average
same

Ills AV lor-
i U Utah U
Corn SI tlA 2
Wheat spgM4
Oats M4 t
Hay tons LW 2JS Z

J Potatoes tT 177 78 134

Average TOrfd rf Whsa Be 1
Utah U P-

1S93 138 tt4urn j m mi
195 t7
1896 ftt 124
1897 i v tt4

1901
1902 2T
1303 j

Value Per Acre

1

irUe

a

I t

there w pr

k
r

Ul
h

i0

t 3

IrlL
TIM

1
ham

7

J

a
the fp

a tJ1t

1

S JJ
I se t-

C Jf

I wars

r
4

1991
181 JIJ1-
JOO

Ito

r

dam-
aged

second

at

in-

crease

been

tsup

1

e
fee

l MC
17f lL4

Barley
11i

Potatoes

l1IIIjs 4110N 1

Ni c
1Sdty v5

l
h

Utah
t

16 a

i y

203
g7 sa 3j

iieo
Hi

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

>

>

>

>

>

la the United State was SUI ta
Utah it was 31C1L The prtoe pet ssh

Utah 7 cents
farm Animals in TJtsJu

The following table shows
value of animate hi Utah n

Jan 1 1903

Milk cows
Other cattle
Horses
Mutes

Swine

Price
Number per head Value

K 3tt
264335 5 7tS9-
KM2B8 37W 3JU1S

1034 4554 321 0-

M700TO 240 3JK1J8J

Pounds wool washed aad unwashed
900000 scoured B9UOOO
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LIVE WERE NOT SO FAVORABLESTOCKCONDITIONS
of December On top of their other
troubles this additional burden i going
to weigh heavy and as nearly al of the
livestock associations meet soon in an
nual session there srre to be some-
thing said about this last move by themagnates

Heavy Sheep
There were heavy looses in the Utah

flocks last spring late and more mor-
tality throughout the winter preced-
ing it than commonly attends the win-
ter carrying of herds in this country
Flockmasters felt some apprehension-
for a safe emergence from the yearly
risk when they put their flocks on the
desert over a year ago because they
were not up to the average In flesh to
stand off even ordinary winter trials
but the biddies did so well until some-
time after the holidays that this feel-
ing gave way to one of hope that they
would pull through in good shape And
then came fierce snows
succeeded by long spells of intensely-
low temperature and repetitions int

late springtime which outlasted
the endurance of thousands upon tnou
saris of the old sisters and many of
the breeding young ones

The hardships they had undergone
rffected everything in sheline to-

m extent thut made their movement
from the winter ranges slow and fur
th r exhausting Thousands of their
carcasses lined the trials over which
they were shifted to the summer
rarKs and when the poor creatures
landed on those lambing grounds thy
were again pelted with delayed stortrs
wet chilling ant of several days du-

ration which va the finish of many
The loss was h vy both hi the old
sheep and the due and arriving

the time the v p struck the land-
ing places in Th northern art of
state In several cases owners lost

locks Again e
with normal mortality In

instance however breeders sustained
punishment on the increast The
of lambs was tremendous The aver-
age mortality not indu g lamb
was probably in the neiirn hood of
per cent

Shrinkage in Wool nip
d well physically the

Continued on Page 7
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