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CAPTURED BY A

FIERCE GIANT AS FOOD FOR

HIS WIFE, THEY BUILD A BALLOON AND ESCAPE
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ay be sure, and it kept him busy catching
myg shore wherever he could fiud them,
had to have many daily.
were kept in a field near the giant’s
at house, awd an old woman named Amelia Mar-
in Tuckahoe, New Jersey,
was kept by the giant to feed the dragon; or, rather,
to drive out the cattle to him on the shore. She had
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proving too 1hin and“tough as @ child for-the dainty
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beautiful woediand home. .
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house. It’s just the same as ordinary gas, only it
costs the gas company nothing at all except drjving
the pipes and making out the gas bills, bat O'Finney
had no gas bills or gas meter, as he had driven the
e himself.
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Had O’Finney been just a bit wiser he would
have formed a gas company, had himself elected
president, and been respe
was too much afraid of being panished
many children he had stolen.

One day, about a month after seeing the giant
the distance, Spencer emerged from the ocean far
from shore, intending to take a sail on the surface

ted by all men, but he
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of the calmest sea he had ever set eyes on. This
spot was so near the Sea of Sargasso that his course
would have surely taken him into that r nhadh

been allowed to pursue it; but, as luck w h
it, O'Finney, by the merest accident, happened to

be looking about for a fish dinner, and ean sight
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But the very fiext day he had company, and eqm-
pany so delightful, so sweet and allering, that, had
he net the dreadful certainty of beiug fed to the
invalid gziantess, he would have been happy even on
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O'Finney arrived in a great good humor, eare-
fally carrying a young girl, whom he sat-down be-
side Spencer, saying:

“Here's a little playmate for you, who says she is
a regl prineess and a king's daughter, but I guess
that won™ make her tastc any swecter. Still, as m»
wife has never eaten a real princess, nor [ either, I
zuess we will wait until she is served before we ex-
press any opinion™

“You arc a cruel, heartless monster!” eried the
enraged Spencer, boldly shaking his fist 2t the smil-
ing giant.

“Yes, I'suppose you think me all that 2nd more !”
retoried the giant. “But remember thav ury poor

“wife'is ili and needs pourishment. Now, you two
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That made Amelia mad, 1 ) membered that
prinecesses, of whom there were none i Tuckahoe,
were altvays proud and iadependent, she everlooked
what she ealled “imperénce” and prepured a Rice
luncheon for the little girl.

Meanwhile the princess examined the long rew of
il dresses hanging in Mrs. O'Finney’s spare room,
to many that there were ensugh for a desen giant-
esses, all made of a silk far finer than Alinda had
ever seen, 8o she deelareac
who ceuld know more about fine silk than o king's
daughter, who wore nothing cl=e.

“That gives me an idea!” cried Spencer, “I think
I sce a way to escape from this place!”

“Oh, I am afraid that is impossibic!” cried the
princess, looking out over the sea. “Nothing bt a
balloon would be of use to us here.”

“Why, that's exaetly whet I was thinking of!”
shouted the hoy, delightedly.

“Isn’t that funny?” she replied. “But how on
earth can we get a balloon on this deserted. island ¢*
“We . will make ene: that i, if-you ‘can sew!

added be, somewhat doubtfuily.
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Spencer Norwood and a Princess

i

THEY FLY AWAY JUST AS A DRAGON TRIES TO
GRAB THEM—WHAT A RESOURCEFUL BOY CAN DO
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“Then we are all right! I see our way clearly!”
shouted Spencer, dancing around the room among
hat rustled in a manner to delight

the silk skirts, tl
the heart of the princess. “Let’s go to work at once,
for slthough the giant may be gone a long time, he
might return this very day.”

So, after sounding the-old woman and finding
that she, too. wished to escape as well as they, all
began to cut up the great silk dresses into long
stripS) pointed st each end, so #s to shape and form
a great balloon in the approved style, about which
ils because he had
ing the effect of air
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made two when He was i
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sleeper there in the next room the time came.
The old woman said tl he always suored quite
dreadfully for several hours before she awoke.
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But it took several days to prepare the silk, and
several more to sew all the many-colored strips to-
gether. Then they took the giant woman'’s thread to
make a netting over it ail, after which they fastened
Mrs. O'Fi : ythes-basket to the
, for that’s 1 was, simply great
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i.!'xh",‘v' stole down stairs and ere pt out. -
hen they oiled ss of silk earefully with
ant always was well pro-
d, for he was éxcessively fond of it on his sea-
salad. The next dajy Spencer looked it over
and decided that it was and air-tight, for In
that ¢limate everything dr very quickly. It was
now ready for the gas, when the twilight fell
and the dragzon had car Iy coiled himself among
the-rocks for his first sleep, thay placed the opening
at the bottom of the balloon tightly ever the great
pipe and turned on the natural gas.
Litute by ie the ball
lifting itself,

stood the maih pi

o : )
it while the dragon was bu

ailing slowly,
wd rolling as if
alive size every winute be-
fore their eves, until it | ! its rounded bulk over
the high wall, rose to the first, then the second story
of the giant’s house ar :ily hung over their
heads, a tremaendous, | 't pear-shape of many-
colored silk, gently .s z and pulling on the
ropes that held it like a ng monster.

My! but Spencer was proud as Alinda looked up

at it and then at him with a wondering gaze, and he
was more gratified over this success than of invent-
ing Norwood’s Appetizer!
It was quite dark, but in the starlight everything
yout the balloen was perfeetly visible, and Spencer
nepacted every rope and knot before saying that he.
ves roady to depart. Then they loaded the great
basket with roll upon roll of uncut silk, of whieh-
Mrs. O'Finney's closets were quite filled, and then
he lifted the princess and Amelia Martha into the
basket on top of the rare cargo.
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One stout rope of linen held the swaying, drag-
ging mass that now and then bumped against the
house as if threatening to soar away. Spencer now
climbed in, took out his knife and cut the rope.

But they had forgotten one thingsané that was
the full moon that had now risen over she sea, and,
pouring down its bright glare, revealed the shining
mass of sitk that bobbed and tugged there, high
over the giant’s wall. A

Something ndisily screaming off at sea, a bird or
s scal perhaps, awakened the old dragon, and, sleep-
ily winking, he raised his head and looked around.
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JInstantly he saw the balloon. At first he stared st

it dreamily, and then, opening his red eyes wide,
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he snoried in alarm. Nothing like that had ever
been seen on Dragon’s Isle in all lns four hundre
years of life!

Springing up as quickly as
seramble toward the high wall
this wonder at closer range. Then ha hear:
princess giggle delightédly, and he knew that come-
thing was doing behind that wall.

He reached it and stuek hisecaly head over
wall just as Spencer cut the rope, and the rel
balloon shot upward like an arrow from

The startled dragon drew back in affright, but in-
stantly seing the children locking down upon him
with equally alarmed faces, he re: d at o
! were abbut to escape, and he sprang |
the air in a desperate effort to snateh the
before it had gone out of reach. But he was j
mite, & tiny smitch, too slow!

The dragon’s sharp teeth just touched the edge
of the basket and tore off a few splin
Then, with a panderous thud, as of a million tons
of old iron falling, he rolled upan the hard ground,
but imstantly darted upward agtin with wide-opan
jaws,

Ol, it was a dreadful senmsation, that of looking
down into the very works of a dragon; but, fortu-
nately, Calorific, although once a fire-spoutin
ster, had long ago lost all flame, probably
he spent so much time in the water, and :
safe from a conflagration. vet thev shuddere:
hear the click and snap of his great jaws as
came together when he failed to reac
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Chlorifie; at the third attem;
so wide that he almost dislocate m
then Spencer took from his pocket the sar
tle of the Appetizer. With a quick moy
poured nearly every drop into the dragon’s
just as the evening breeze {ook the balloon or
the shore.

The dragon gulped and smacked his lips.
as the Appetizer took instant effect,
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eould, he began to

10

ars of willow,

Then,

10T there ¥

nearly a pint in him, he again tried t
fleeing prisoners, but now they were far e him,
soaring away like released birds ,and in a few min-
utes they had vanished among the elouds.

“Oh, that was splendid!” ecried rincess.
“When we get home I'll have papa 1 a

Grand Duke, and then you can marry me;
of course you know, we princesses can't ma
thing less than a Grand Duke.”

“Ah. but I am an American, and all ans
] s. Fram especially known : oT
nd even if vour father doesn’t wish to make

any more grand dukes I will buy one of the little
ten-foot kingdoms near his place and then he will
have {o consept.”

“Yegs, that will be easy!” replied Alinda. “I}

of a'little kingdom, a dear little place, that is for
sale and just big enough for a nes T
ple. It's only two miles from L:
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Ily. out of repair,

but its «

very poor!

¢ Ihm‘t‘ e¢nough money to fix it up in ¢
best style. just like what you've been used
vour life,” said Spencer, proudly.

“Oh. I haven't been used to such a lot
myself!” deelared Alinda.
confess that papa is rather poor.
swell as most kings. In fact, he }
automobile.” .

“Then T'll give him one of my patent, all-:
Mephitis Submarines!” eried Spencer, “an
put him in good humor, even to giving you to an
American!”

Thus they conversed gaily as they sailed along
toward home, for the balloon went as straight as a
string toward Ozone-by-the-Sea, and by night they
were in Spencer’s great palace, where everybody in
town hastened to express his delight at their escape.

Reporters thronged to get the wonderful story,
and next day all the world knew of their marvelous
rescue, and unstinted was the praise of the boy's
ingenuity. The balloon was photographed, and even
Amelia Martha's picture was in the papers, so that
in a week she received eleven good offers of mar-
riage, which always results from having your pie-
ture printed in the papers.
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But perhaps you want to know what happened on
the island when the giantess dwoke or when O'Fin-
ney returned? She never awoke, for when the Ap-
petizer began to get in its work on old Calorific he
rushed into the cattlefold, instantly devoured every
beast there, and still unsatisfied, crawled inte Mrs.
O’'Finney’s bedroom and ate her, also!

Then, while he waited for O'Finnev to return, he
dug a few million clams, just t6 keep from starving
to death. Finally, when the giant loomed up on the
distant horizon, Calorific was hopping about in an
ageny of hunger, and when O'Finney waded asho
with a few miserable, thin oxen in his arms, the
starving monster leaped upon him and seized him
by the leg.

O’ Finney, although much surprised,
the dragon had gone mad, made a de:

n't even

perate and
brave struggle, but the Appetizer wes too mueh for
him. The hungry dragon soon forced him under
water, and then, with a death hold upon his hairy
throat, choked him, after which he ate him up in an
hour.

Thus caded the career of the two giants, =

ho, had
they becn wise and gone with a good, big cireus, or
even a cheap dime-museum, might have lived in
honor and comfort, visited by all the erowned heads
and rolling in press notices for years and years!

Calorific soon starved to death because he
couldn’t get away from the island, as the Sargasso
Sea is Tar too full of sea-weed for a dragon o svwim
through it; but still Professor Rankin, of Prince-
ton, elaims that he was probably poisoned by the
rank Stinkfungus that grows there, when he went
to stay his stomach on that growth.

Anyway, he’s dead, all righst.

Spencer bought the liltle kingdom when he mar-
med Alinda, but neither ¢f them were comfcriabic
there, and they soon Tervined to Ozone-by-the-Saa,
where they aave hot anl cold running woter, ien
eream daily, open-work plrmbing, bath tubs, ice-
water and eleetric ki for none of these things
have reached Little Warsburger yot.

Abnda’s silk dresses!
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