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The history of the case has been gone
into before, but a resume of it will be
interesting at this time. The Countess
de Camara’'s ancestors were granted by
the many
ago the sole privilege of slaughtering
catttle for the people of Havana. How
much was paid for this right is not a
matter of record, but there must
been some consideration. The
oly profitable one,

Spanish government years
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was a very for only
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through the C

sible to secure beef.

as Spain governed Cuba it

never occurred to any one to question
this hereditary right. General Brooke |

|
considered it an imposition on the peo-

ple and an offense against sound public

policy. He therefore abolished the
privilege without any ado. The resi- |
dents of Havana were duly grateful, |
but the Countess de Camara didn’t like

the thought of ; g up the comfort-

able income she derived from her mo-
nopely. She brought suit against Gen-

i
eral Brooke as the representative 4-f’

the United States, and the first hearing
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