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THE RYAN CONTROVERSY

Railway Magnate Says He Is in Politics and Has

Influence

Odell Governor Higgins and the Late Speaker Nixon Were All

Used by Him to Watch Adverse Legis

lation in Albany

HARRIMAN VERSION

I

¬

YORK Dec IS Before the
liMmrane tavestigtuiug
another chapter

ttUled today to the chronicles of what
Thomas A Ryan called strenuous
Sitrrviews between hlmtelf and E H
harriman Mr Ryan gave his version

r the conversations to the committee
t f w days ago when he said that Mr
Harriman at the time of the
lion of the James II Hyde stock In the
Ilquitablo Life Assurance society de
luundcd an equal share and threatenedtj use political Influence against
iilm It he did not surrender it Today
Mr Harriman recited to the commit
l his version and added some Inter-
esting statements affecting his rela-
tiins with Former Governor B B
odril jr chairman of the York
ratf llepublican committee and also

to a request to watch legislation
a rtlng the Equitable society which

had made upon Governor Francis
V Higgins and the late S Fred Nixon
I ak r of the New York state aftterit

tuy
Harriman Not Satisfied-

In substance Mr Harriman testified
fct day that when Mr Ryan bought the
UvJi stock carrying control of tn-
I iuitable society he akfd Mr Har
ximan to cooperate with him in say
rg the property that Mr Harrimau
agreed to do it if satisfied that Mr
I m v acting from pure and un-
f flfish motives that Mr Ryan dkl not
PdUfy him aa to the purity of hi-

irMUves and that Mr Harriman noti
td him that he wbuld use his Inilu-

ic against him The test which Mr
Harriman said he applied to deter
3 iho Mr purity of motive was

offcv to take onehalf of the Hyde
mock and to name two trustees of the
tfH if ty Mr Ryan refused to agree to
that Mr Harriman testified that Mr
llyun should have assumed that he
Mr Harriman would use his pollti-
at lutlwnee against him He was not
rtain whether he said anything

fiout legislative action as a warning
io Mr Ryan but declared that he had

othiug to do with starting the pres
tit insurance investigation

As to Influence
iitrits E Hughes counsel for the

t i ijiitttPe informed Mr Harrim u
it has been charged U U h t-

piliilwrt influence throwfh his rTa
i vith Former Governor B B

11 jr-
i Harriman said

V 11 I should think Mr Cxteil tog-
dstiial influence because of

ttj j null me Laughter followed
i Later Mr Ilarrhuan said to

h dated Press that the remark
ir mii iit in a jocular sense

M ILurlman declared to the com
ir tt that he did not confer with Mr
oifil about the advisability of legtela
3 o action and that has not

any action to thwart Mr
This plans

1 1st sprfng Mr Harriman said
v the management of the Equit-

I Lif Assurance society was dt
1 into two factions the one he-

r j J by President Jame W Alexau
und tht other by James II Hyde

as made by the Alexan
l tioji to induce the legislature to

aMz the society Mr Harritnan
V h asked members of the legfari-

aa t i watch out for legislation
to th Alexander faction

u t report to him if it M peared

Averse to Giving Names
He was averse to disclosing the

s irCH men to whom he made
th rUst and only to do

altir rtpmted urging on th part of
M ufoi William M Armstrong chair

in of the committee and by Mr
Hugh and after he had been al

vid t consult with his counsel He
tlfi stated that It was Governor Big
r 1 and Speaker Nixon whom he had

d to watch out for the Alexander
T iinU He added that no wch-

V sUtion was introduced and that he
n steps through Governor TUg

t i trI Speaker Nixon to prevent it
TPt iommlttee adjourned until Mo-

nt

fat T Armstrong mated tonight
t Jast before finishing the investlga

n ibnut the committee may
AH evaniiive tate in

department holding sittings at

OF MOTIVES

Harriman Wanted to Be Satisfied
Regarding

orlc flee li E H Harriman
n nid to the stand the m-

r nivoAticatlne committee opened
j sisiuu

T l arn of tb-
i o h hyde stork on the day that

M IHn bought It H t l uho d to
M Ry him if he had
i iit it

a said the purchase was coadi-
a suid Mr that

1 10 und talk with Sic
r il tlit Tn want my I ntti i

rd Ms plan and wanted io know what
t IT ai r by it Ten or fifteen minutes

r I went to Mr Ryans office Jl
1 nit he had to buy the stock
n for himself He said be had
cf iir i tu buy Hydes stork provkl il

voulcl get lila nominee etoeteri
f tin board lie said bad niadea Q ud deal of money and never had

C
aiivthlnc to make a name for him-
I iiuostioned his motive He had

flit h wanted that I was
t orf man in New York Mhuse help
3ic rir d

Pointed Question Asked

NEW
was

l

his

ew

ala

c

Han

ira
hark

I

l he

h

J

f
dbl

f

k

of

Dec
n to th

irdtaI

PURITY

i

Ryan-

C

I
he

Iand ked
I

andt Bee me
bell

i

J It tJRHo for hIm to WUk
lIT

I
m he

c

tit
f

his
the

yet-
I r

tl nit

4

any
cY

the
consented

3

1

a
today

I l rrima 4I

I i

i1 was

1 tiiaIrr

¬

>

<

>

>

>

>

<

<

kiml of b
oim l to

k d Mr

A i taint
n 11 of the

his elected
replied

Ui upon what J
i Mr HT

jt va to
in that Ivan wanted to control-

irablf should have
t

contro-
lt

7 him Continued Mr Harriin
n I was atUified that h w

t from 1 pure and unslfish
itterect of tIN I

Jflp him H1 told in Iis m-

in n it tell him then that I wiit
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sincere the affairs of the Uitable would-
I safe I was convinced that Mr JlWm

Ryan would share the wtt it me
Rogers of tbX committee

here naked
When IW you resign as director of

table
When the Prick committee made their

report Tills wa June 2 I
next interview with

Monday following the purchase of
Ilrat

However 1 told Mr Ryxa I had helped
to elect President Morton and Ryan
said he wanted to meet me and alter
larton wa elected Ryan called me 1111

and said he appreciated my help and
wanted me to anti said be
would do nothing further without my
consent and wanted to meet me I made
an appointment to meet him At 11

travath and Ryan
Was be had to proceed without

j nm Mr Cravath I considered this
aa act of had faith turned my beck
on walked away Mr Ryan
later asked me to come to his office
on Monday and meet Mr Root

Root Insisted
I that interview with Cravath he told

me that Mr Root had insisted on the
appointment of the trustees of the Equit

at once and the announcement in
the morning papers That was the first

that Mr Ryan had asked the
trustees to set I want you all to

j that T have something besides life
insurance to do and think of My mind
was on the B o miles of railroads and
thirtyfive to forty steamships which I

to think of I wanted only to safe-
guard the Equitable Mr Ryan did not

i tell me at the first interview what he
paid for the Hyde stock

At the interview Root and Cravath
i were present I said to Ryan You want
my cooperaUonT4 Ife said Ve f I said

1 will take half of your stock if willlt me name the trustees Ryan refused
j and tQld me I had promised to help him
if I was satisfied T said this was my
way of being satisfied I do not remenir else I said I may have said
what these gentlemen say I did I in-
tended unless I was satisfied of his mo-
tiveg to control of the society

knew whom he had selected as trustees
but did not know his plan to divest

of control of the stook

Wanted Two Trustees
did you objectr asked Mr

Hughes
two trustees independent of

Mr Ryan I think that any trustees
named as Mr Ryan named them must
to a certain extent under his control
especially as lie had named a mar out
of his own organisation as president I
did not demand a right to name two
trustees but merely that they should be
inrtenendent I offered to turn
my stock over to the society if all died
I dont see why be should not make the
trustees number a hundred if his mo

wire 1 n Tplt sod not consider iUSMCh for him
fcu J35Wk ft which He was to
grfl he got control of the

It wut because of my interest in
the Equitable that I n share

was no of a panic No
one but Ryan had such a view I doubt
wlieiber bo had It

Did you tell Ryan if he did not give

whatever be did asked Mr
Hughes

Denied Making Threats-
No sir A wrong interpretation has

been put on what name out of this 1

have too recollection of having said to
Ryari that I did not intend to let

that stock unless I had a
in it I cannot say positively thatare

y it
Did you tell him be would have your

if ho gave you a sharer
I mad no for the stock but

insisted that b should satisfy me of the
purity of nis motived which be could do
bj B ving me a t har-

Wd you tell him he eould not sue j

cteu without
I convinced that he intended to

the control of the Equitable in
himself and I told him that my influence
wou he thrown against I told hits

would use every effort I could It was
not itO strenuous an interview It lasted
only ftft u r minutes

Did i refer to icUlative action ot
say anything about h legislature

I do not recall any such thin
that I would do anything to induce

I cannot deny positively thati I
did I dont know that it would have
proper Everybody knew that
would be legislation on the I
recollected it I would be perfectly wiping
to tsP t

Did you take any steps to thwar
lUansr

SNot I had no conversation with
Governor Odell the advisability of
a eguilattve Investigation nor about any j

kind of legislation whatever I knew
nothing about thlf investigation what
ver
Mr Harriman said h is in politic and I

has sonv political influence and he did
uot consider it improper if he did use
nU political influence against Ryan j

Nothing improper in couduc
of tb yet come to my at j

tention be said and I have not bud
time to attend to it It anything had j

eom to my attention 1 would have i

acted
What your political

who has never any

ill N w am often consulted
Mr Hughes Milked how he was con-

sulted
I bad to de with preventing bills from

being introduced in the legislature one
to the Equitable to get control

of society
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Relations With Odell
It has been charged that through your

relation with Mr Odell you
cal Influence what would you say to

salted Mr Hughes
WW 1I I should think Mr O4 J1 had

political influence because f Ills tela
tine with me Mr Harriman
Laughter

A fey minutes later in testimony
Mr Ilarriman returned to the
of former Uovernor Odell and political
iuflHnc and wild

Mr you about
Odell and my having political Influ-

ence because of my rvlatioas or afftlla
hop with him I would like to say that

last during the controversy-
the Equitable controversy Its
iuld r that Governor Odell was

nor was he communicated with
about it ao that he had no had in it
whatever I

And during that period in
consultation with members of the l i 1g

axkml Mr HuErhos
ot specially-

In regard to insurance matters

tat

replied

lila

spoke Gover-
nor

IJ

lIeu

were

lat r

here

¬

¬

<

Hate Watchers at Albany
I had the matter watched at Albany-

to ee what attempts were made-
to Mf the legislature improperly

When you refer to pos PsioH of
political influence through rJaton to
you you because of the

for which you stand
Y in many ways
Havent in the prominent

thAt eome before tH
No I have no special interest many

matters that come bofore the legisla
tur

Well I referring t af
Continued on Page
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OREGON THIEVES-

GO INTO HIDING

Pnter and McKinley Wanted by State
and Federal Authorities

SENTENCE WAS DEFERRED

PRECIOUS PAIR LEFT NO TRACE
BEWLND

Doe Tlie de
Justice and the

state of Oregon are much con-

cerned regarding the whereabouts of
S A D P ter and Horace G McKin-
ley both of whom were convicted in
Portland Ore In connection with the
extensive lund frauds in that state
In their case sentence was deferred on
condition that they furnish the gov
ernment with all the information pos
sible concerning others involved in the
alleged land swindling schemes It
also ws agreed with them that if
they withheld nothing the other cases
against them would not be pressed
According to Special Assistant Attor-
ney General Francis J Henry of the
dffmrtment of justice who is now in
tms city they were needed partlcu

In the cases against Representa-
tive Binger Hermann Mr honey fur-
ther said that through information
imparted by them the government
would recover over 700000 worth of
lands disposed of by the various par
ties to the alleged frauds

Other Charges Against Them
Since their trial and conviction

however they have been
implication in frauds in state school
lands by which eastern banker w re
swindled out of thousands of dollars
and that on this account their appre-
hension is likewise desired by the state
authorities

The last heard from either of the
men was about the middle of Septem-
ber Puter reported himself as being
In Chicago and McKinley sent word

he and his wife were in Seattle
About that time the case against Her-
mann was coming up for trial and
Puter wired Mr Honey asking If he
could not postpone the trial until
Sept This to the
governments attorneys who how-
ever in the meantime had decided sun
further to put off Hermann trial but
all trace of the two men since has
boon lost

OREGON LAND FRAUDS

WASHINGTON
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Son of One of the Victims Arrives In
Salem

Salem Ore Dec li R H Goddard-
son of Hiram Gbddurd banker and
Cimbermun of La Ci osc Wte arrived
here from east to Wfikc an
investigation of numerous fraudulent
certificates of sale while his father
holds for Oregon school lands God
dard brought with him certificates cov-
ering 7000 acres of land nearly all thepaper being fraudulent Goddard also
has with him certificates covering 7000
acres of land which S A D Filter now-
a fugitive from justice sold to H A
Salxer of La Cross through a Chicago
attorney for 13000 In a previous
transaction with Seizer swindlers
obtained ubout 12000 Just how much
of the fraudulent paper was purchased
by Goddard and Salzer has net been
ascertained but it Is thought that most
of the paper now in Goddards posses
son is forged B II Goddard expressed
great surprise when Informed that lyay

was arrested in Seattle in
connection with the land had
been released on instructions from his
father Further developments are ex-
pected within a tow ilnys

CREW RESCUED
Bridgeport Conn Deo 15 TbBridgeport line steamer City of Law

rence from New York to tillS pert col-
lided with and sank the threermastor
schooner Basutoland Captain Roper
bound Irony Chatham N to New
York a cargo of laths tonight oft
South NonvftlH stoftnier8 boats
siwed five men on the SQhponer J
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JOHANN HOCH TO DIE ON GALLOWS

Sentence of Death Affirmed bythe Supreme Court of Illinois

Date of Execution of the Wife Murderer Has

Been Set for Feb 23

I

I

Dec 13 The supreme
the slate today affirmed

of the lower court
I which condemned Johann Hoch to
j deathforthe murder of big wiffe Mrs
i WelckerHoch and the date of

his j xQeuon Has U jt sr Febr W h etfen at tfcr
i court was repottod by a telephone
message from Assistant States

He communicated the information to
States Attorney Healy A messenger-
was sent to Hoch with the news and
found him In the visitors cage in the

j jail talking with the last of his many
j wives Mrs FischerHoeh the sister
of the woman for whose murder
was sentenced to death

Hoch Became Excited
When he received the news Hoch

j became greatly excited and pressing
his face against the wire netting he
shouted

You are a liar a liar It is not true
j I do not believe

He became more composed
and asked for a verification of the re
port When the mescnger oame bark
a second time Herb took it very

CHICAGO

If ne

Barnett who is in

I

I

it

I

quickly

S

Mari
I Z-

a

Attor-
ney Springfield

lie

quietly He did not betray the slight-
est emotion and said in his ordinary
tone

I have nothing to say nothing at
all If it must come then it must I
have nothing wore to

Reprieved Twice

the killing of lila wife by the adminis-
tration of arsenic He lied from the
city and was arrested in New Yprf
and brought back to Chicago He was
placed trial April 10 and convicted
May 20 Sentence of death was passed-
or him on June 3 the date of June
23rd being set for his execution Gov-

ernor Deneen granted him a reprieve
until July 2S and a second

Aug 25 Before the arrival of
this day however the supremo court
granted him a supersedeas to allow
of tho consideration of his ease The
action of the court today destroys his
last hope unless Governor Deneen in-

terferes
loch has always denied that he

killed his wife by arsenic or otherwise
He has admitted that ho committed
bigamy repeatedly but asserts that all
of Jils wives who died expired of
natural causes
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HITCHCOCK COMPELLED TO GIVE IN

Strawberry Valley Irrigation Project in This State Has Been

Approved and 1250000 Set Apart to Defray

the Cost of Construction

I

I

Snocial to Herd
I ASHFXGTOX Doc 15 Secretary

Hitchcock after a conference
with the president today ap-

proved the Strawberry valley irrigation
project in Utah and set aside out of
the reclamation fund 1250090 to defray
the cost of Its construction It cannot
be said that the secretary took this ac-
tion of his own accord for he himself
has been loathe to aprove the project
because of its heavy cost an4 the tad
that Utah has contributed only 43351M
to the roclftinfttion fund The secretary
has recently been adhering to the rule
of giving states only 51 per cent of the
amounts they have contributed to the
reclamation fund which would entitle
Utah to msrely 170710 insufllcient to
build any project

President Interested
The Utah senators getting little en-

couragement from the secretary ap-
pealed to the president interested him
in Ute project convinced him of its
merits and the president after a con
ference with the reclamation service
promised to lay the question before the
cabinet meeting today which he rtjij
After leaving tho White House Secre-
tary Hitchcock announced hiaapprovar
of the project

Tit secretary says it may be impos-
sible to bosin work on the Strawberry
valley project this winter but if
thing Is arranged and water users as-
sociations are properly formed and land
subscribed there appears to be no rea-
son why the work should not begin

The

eer

I
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¬

¬
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¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

early in the spring There are no legal
complications hindering this project
there are no engineering features of
doubtful expediency it is simple in
plan though its construction will re
fluire three yours and no benefits will
accrue mill the project is completed

Senators Are Happy
The Utah senators are highly crati

fled at the results of their efforts When
they came here before congress con
vened there was little encouragement
held out to them Secretary Hitchcock
had recalled his approval of the project

indications pointed to its indefi-
nite postponement But the senators
wets untiring in theIr efforts and they
did not hesitate to appeal to the court
of last resort the president after see
log other senators succeed by similar
methods Had it not been lot the inter
eat which the president has shown in

Strawberry vnlley project it would
not have len approved at this time

Swendsen Ready to Begin
Governor John C Cutler received the

following from Senator Rood
Smoot yesterrtiy afternoon

Secretary Hitchcock has approved
the Strawberry project today Action
means a gjvatar and richer Utah farms
for Utah county water for Salt Lake

Advice from Utah county indicated
that great rejoicing existed among the
people there It Is understood George-
L Swendseu engineer In charge of tho
reclamation work in Utah has affairs
arranged that he is ready to take up
work on the project at once
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COMMISSIONER RICHARDS IS

TRYING TO REFORM LAND LAWS

Special to The Herald
Washington Den II The secretary-

of the interior today transmitted to the
senate the draft of a Ml prepared by
Commissioner Riehnrds of th
land office prescribing as pwjury ole
affidavits of homestead entryuwu
tlve to the nonmineral ehamctor of
lands on which tHey make filings Un-

der the present practice this affidavit
Is required by the regulations aud not
by statute and It consequently In mak-
Ing a false affidavit cannot be ade
tmately punished

Algo hp4raft of a bill providing her
thp Vflpiai of the ad of June 30 1903

I

i

tel

general

¬

the soldiers additional homestead law
The commissIoner states that the pur-
poses of this art have been effected
ami It real heneflciories at the present
UmE or laud speculators and
4ealors During the past year there
were 617 applications for laud wdcr
this act of which 39S were rejoct l PO
per rnt of the rejections being on ac
oount of attempted fraud

Healso submitted norm of a hill
providing for the after
June 30 1006 of the positions ot receiv-
ers of public land offices This bill IK

similar to one now in tilt
house ivhirh was Introduced by Chair

scrip

the

¬

¬

GOSSIP ABOUT

THE SMOOT CASE

Rumor That the Utah Senitor May
Demand a Vote

BURROWS SAYS NOTHING-

NO ACTION UNTIL AFTER THE
HOLIDAYS

Special to The Herald
iiASHINGTON Dec 16 Todays-

Washinstcw Times prints a story
on the Smoot case in which it

IP stated Friends of Senator Bur-
rows chairman of the committeo that
has so long and sat on the
Smoot Hd say that the senator is get
ting ready to take up the case again
soon after the holiday recess and that
he has great hopes of getting the
Utah senator thrown out So far as
known Chairman Burrows is the only
Republican on the committee who fa-
vors tills course but it is reported that
Senator Dolliver is to become a mem-
ber

Nice Man but Must Go

The Iowa attitude according-
to reports is that Senator Smoot is a
mlgliCy nice man and the victim of
painful circumstances but that the
views o the great body of American
womanhood must not be ignored and
that Smoot will have to go Chairman
Burrows believes that the new testi-
mony he is to have taken will
greatly strengthen the case against
Smoot It is understood that this will
relate largely to the great conference
of the Mormon church last summer
when according to reports the digni-
taries of the orgKaizatlon practically
determined to stand pat on their ob
jectionable doctrines in defiance to the
government and of the prejudices of
the people who dislike polygamy It
is true that mooV did not attend the
conference but opposition to him
takes the view that he is nevertheless
the political representative this in-
surgent hierarchy and as such should
be made an example of

Smoot Wants Action
There is another story full of more

sensational possibilities to the ef-

fect that Senator Smoot is confident
that if a vote can be forced in the
senate he will win and is disposed to
force the issue He feels it Is said as
many other poople do that the senate
committee is stretching out the inves-
tigation with a view to preventing
any report on it till the end of his
term While this would leave him
comfortable in his seat it would leave
Kim without the vindication he would
like Therefore reports says he may
uric of these days rise in his place and
ask that the committee be required to
make a report within some reasonable
time It would be a spectacular and
perhaps from Smbots of view-
a rather dangerous proceeding

questioning Chairman
fails to elecit definite

statement from him as his com-
mittee will in the Smoot ease be-
yond the fact that It will not be taken
up until after the holidays Mr Bur-
rows says that much additional testi-
mony is available but he will not say
positively that the case will be re
opened for the purpose of placing this
tpstiuiony before the committee

Senator Smoot in response to in
quiries as to the status of his case
says he has not conversed with Chair-
man Burrows or other senators in ref-
erence to it since his return to Wash
ington at this session of congress and
that he does not know what course of
procedure will be followed by the com
mtttee in Its further action upon it
Hp does not expect to resign or to call
on the senate for a vote

THE DEATH RECORD

Judge John E Ryland
Lexington Ky Dec 15 Judge John E

of this city criminal Judge for
eighteen years of this circuit died here

Rev E P Kyland pastor of the
First Presbyterian church of An
gales Cal is a son offth deceased-

J Wesley Jones
New York Dee 15 J Wesley Jones

founder and head of the States
volunteer life savjpg corps died today at

h m Brooklyn ng d SI years
Colonel Jones throughout the
war of the time on the staff of
General George B McClcllan

HOLIDAY RECESS
Washington 15 Chairman

Payne of tho waysand means commit-
tee today presented In the house a re

providing for the holiday re
QM8 It proposes adjournment of both
houses from Dec 21 to Jan 4

FOUR JURORS SELECTED
Chicago Dec 15 Four days exam-

ination of veniremen to fill a panel of
twelve men to try the beef trust
eases closed tonight with only tour
men accepted by both sides Judge
Humphrey adjourned court until Mon-
day

PLATE GLASS IN DEMAND
Pittsburg Dec J5 Enormous demand

for all sizes of plate glass from all parts
of thecountry caused an advance of 10

cent in the today at a mooting
of representatives of all the inde-

pendent plate glass in the
UftiUd States

OMNIBUS BUILDING BILL
Washington 15 The house

committee on publIc buildings and
grounds today deeMed to press an

building bill nt the present ses-

sion of congress

NEW CASES OF FEVER
Havana Dec IS Three new cases of

yellow fever wero reported today There
was one death from the disease and four
oases were diaoharKi as curd

nan of the public lands commit-
tee Land Commissioner Richards
states that by abolishing these poul-

tlons 1260000 per annum would be saved
Impairing the public land bus-

iness of th government-
The senate committee on committjes

completed committee assignments-
and they will be made public at the
Republican caucus Monday It is
known that Senator Ankeny of Wash-
ington has beet given the chairman-
ship of the committee on irrigation for
which there was a sharp contest Ful
ton at Oregon will succeed Senator
Warren as chairman of the claims
committee of Idaho will re
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R H OFFICER

DIES SUDDENLY

Expires of Cyanide Poisoning While
at Work in His Laboratory

ASSISTANCE

DECEDENT PROMINENT IN COUN-

TRY AND UNIVERSITY CLUBS

H OFFICER head of the
gionl firm which bears his mum
anti one of the host knownmanin

his country died ywteHHiy
morning of the work rQ rajof
his establishment room Whit qpums-
tancoa seem to prove was a clear taw
of accidental poisoning by syanlde of
potassium

Mr Officer had left his homo about i

oclock in time morning seed spirit
and immediately on reaching hlsoffjse
began work In the course of lasts he
had on band he went Into the baaamem
where his crushers tanks ad chlorIne
tion plant are located Hig associates
were engaged for some time and no
attention to his absence Lt r whenJerry Black one of the de-
scended to the basement he discovered
Mr Officer prostrate in a cull and gasp
ing for breath in what proved to IM a
last struggle for life

As quickly as possible Dr T B Beatty
the family was summonedJ H Johnson manager of HUt
company was in with such
emergency assistance as could be se-
cured Although every effort was madto resuscitate the man it was fti
tile The indications all to cy-
anide poisoning antI the drug werkS

that recovery was hopeless train
the first

Theories as to Cause
Since Mr Oftwer was working alone It

is probable no one can ever exaetly
tin way in Which death came lie Jw
not been a vigorous man for
and his powers of resistance were un-
equal to any severe shock particularly
if it affected hits heart Several tb
have been advanced one that he had

fumes which in his enfeebled
condition affected him more than thewould have affected a stronger man Ail
other theory is that he might possibly
have taken a drink of water a
uate containing cyanide which had not
been thoroughly after ex-
periment solution of yanide of pot-
assium is colorless and might be mis-
taken or overlooked in a laboratory
the dead man was so careful in MIntS
that this explanation is thought improb-
able unless familiarity with the j
had led to caroh ness in ss
sometimes happens It was supposed at
first that chlorine fumes tour
overpowered him but his Ald

the cyanide in some form
Career of Mr Officer

Robert II Officer was born In
fortyfour years ago and went to Colo-
rado with his family whet a boy JUwas graduated from the School of JUiovs
at Golden and in 1S90 came to Salt
where he has since resided HA wen a

of the University and
rfftibg and had a wJde acquaintance
muting turn all over tht west In 4
he was married to Miss Marion Sfmnonp ij

childrenthree NeW2yearell baby survive hiin Hhj1
wore particularly haopj and J

though he had been to
much of his time to outdoor life for his
health he was successful in business and
found time to take an active part in Un-
social affairs of his clubs and the wide
circle of friends he had won

Reserved unostentatious and unassum-
ing he was recognized as a man of un-
usual ability The oow-
paratively few who enjoyed an intimat
acquaintance with him valued him for
his high standard of honor his rejjard
for the right of others and lilsHnfaiiHuf
kindliness to his associates
ago by his physicians order h took uigolf a a recreation and began his active
connection with the Country club He
had bepu prominent in raanage itt
of its affairs antI at the informal w9sl-
fcvciits there and at the University etab
he was welcome mani

of both of these organizations will
feel his loss most keenly

Another Death in Family
When death camp Mrs Officers mother

and father were both out of the
Mr Simmons absence was due to i
death of her mother Mrs Early H 1-

Mi Simmons was away on a
trip The latter will return today F H
Officer i brother and partner i the as-
saying company resides here as does
G Officer another brother A V Of-
ficer nail Miss Helen Officer brother Mid
sister of the deceased live at Loveland
Colo and have been notified by wire of
the death

Arrangements for the funeral will apt
be completed until it is known t
members the family outside the city
can reach Salt Lake

HAMMOND IN MONTANA

Wife Murderer Said to Have Been

Seen Near Forsyth
Helena Mont Dee 15 It is reported

that John Hammond in
bany N Y for killing wife Hl
locking the body in a trunk hasaen nt or near Forsyth Rosebud county
and advices to that effect bean
wired the New York authorities It IP
reported that on Nov 30 Hammond was
poen In Missoula but all efforts to locate
him proved fruitless Young Strong
Albany boy who came west Ham-
mond deserted him at Missoute after
learning of the charge against him aad
coming here gave the story of their sen-
sational trip across the continent The
authorities tried In vain to find Hani
mond near Missoula Chief of Police Mc
Gann of Helena believes thieve is some
thing In tho report that Hammond has
been seen near Forsyth

IMPORTATION OF SUGAR

Increase From Hawaii Porto Rico
and the Philippines

Washington Dec report of the
bureauof statistics on the sugar broqgu
into tho United States during the
1905 shows that of 160009080 worth of
sugar brought in during that period
OBOOOO worth came from Hawaii Porto
Rico and the Philippines This shows a
decided Increase above previous years
The value of sugar Imported from Cuba
this year Is also far higher than the
value of the amount imported last year
though the quantity was about 5R00IW

pounds less In previous years only
quantity of beet

imported and Cuba again is far in the
lead of all nations In producing

WILL TRY TO DEFEAT AN

ADMINISTRATION BILL

Special to The Herald
Washington Dec 15 A conference

of tram Colo-
rado Michigan Ohio California ad
Nebraska was held in the room of Rep-
resentative Mondell today and an or-
ganization perfected to fight the
sltion to reduce the thrift on Philippines
sugar Mon oll was made president of
the organisation which again
Monday next It fs a united effort to

to defeat
thq hill Which the TVpnlilioan leaiU s

to puiii through con-
gress at this session
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