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Though the public knew nothing
about it, we at Scotland Yard suffered
a good deal of anxiety during the
earlier phases of the great struggle in
the east from the presence in Engiand
of agents of the Japanese and Russian
in buyving con-

governments engaged

submarine being nearly completed. As
in duty bound, Schouvalinski would be

prowling about spying on him, and the |

Japanese had hinted that he should
once for all put an end to the Russian’'s
espionage by murdering him.

“Rather confiding of Mr. Takishura
to compromise himself to his rival, was
it not?” 1 asked, as Shone seemed to

traband of war. These gentlemen had | wait for my applause.

a rough-and-ready way with each oth-| ¥prom the opposite corner of the com-

er, when their interests clashed. which | partment he looked me over with un-

sometimes ended in a paragraph in the | disguised pity.

paper with the stereotyped ‘:mu-ling;.l “My dear sir,” he rejoined, “you have

“Bodv Found in the Thames not worked with me before. or you
Therefore the extraordinary 'story|would never have put that gquestion.

which reached us on a beautiful morn- | Takishura revealed nothing to Tre-

mvself in

{ing in early summer had on the face of | mayne. I, Radford Shone, got the bare
it nothing that was improbable, and ths i acts from him and inferreg the rest
course taken by the authorities was | from my knowledge that Takishura has |
undoubtedly the correct one under cir-| been stalking Schouvalinski with a
cumstances of peculiar difficulty. !l:m’fs: It was then easy for a man of
When, in answer to an urgent sums- [ my calibre to scrape acquaintance with

|

monsg, I presented the

room

the Japanese himself and to gain his

of the chief commissioner, I found with | confidence in the character of a sym-
him a gentleman whose name was \'»r"l';:;;n € I had the particulars of his
familiar to me as that of an investi | intentions at first hand.”

gator of soci mysteries which, when| To myself, accustomed to regard the
solved, are nqt destined to tickle the|Japs as masterpieces of cleverness and

éars of the public. His reputation was,

Mr.

reticence, Takishura's conduct

perhaps, unique in that respect, Inas-|seemed, to say the least of it, peculiar.
much as it almost invar a8 i ;Tm divulge a murderous project such as
the all-sifting f  th y"“ entertained was in direct contradic-
law { tion to the nacional characteristics. 1

On entering the room | remembered, however, that Radford
mv ¢h I glanced at | Shone had won a great reputation for
Shone in sOme curiosity He posses | subtlety, and T could only conclude that |
at any rate, that first qualification for | he carried too many guns for the wily
a detective—you could not te at ‘.f:“":urir'n?:i?‘ i
whether he was < an or a fool. ! As the train neared Southampton 1
His large eyes, ruminative as those "ﬂ'!u-uhi sge that Shont was growing
8 cow in a clover fis might have be- | fidgety about the course I should pur-
tokened contemplative observation, or, | sye, and to pay him out for the su-
g0 baffling were the ey might have ‘v].{ rior tor he had ‘v?-v;nt»ﬂi toward me
veiled chroni st dity One thing | I defer is tenment to the last
about him tt S T mist i | moment, It as only when we were
frock coat leaving the station that I sketched my
came from Boi program.

“Inspector You and I must part company here,
gan, ‘“this M1 Radford Shone,” 1 said. as we
S8hone, has beer 111 the | stood on the curb., “It would be bad
Russian government i hing Jay P for these cunning foreigners to
anese contraband <« in this your genius in the company of my
country Of cou Shone’'s posi ficial position. 1 shall run down to
tion is that of a vprivate indivie to | the neighborhood of Gouldin's vard
collect information He has no « and have a look around. You can meet
locus standi, and so—' me, say, at Tavior's hotel at Northam

“Pai me,” Mr. Shone interrupted |at 6 o'clock to conclude final arrange-
with great dignity | ‘e no power to | ments.’
arrest, or 1T should not be here hueé Shone regarded me with a doubtful
my relations with.the Russian govern-!stare, but my tribute to his “genius”
ment are not only official but ex- ! arried the day. *“You won't get talk-
tremely con 1 |ing to Schouvalinski if you come

The chief in his most "1*"12?17*1(“1055 him?"' he said, with affected
ful manner ‘ carelessness. “T shouldn't wish him to

“Then said he with /a smile, “in| be made aware of the danger from
Russia you would undoubtedly enjoy | which I am saving him till afterward.
the position which is denied to you|Jt might make him nervous and pre-
here, and possibly on that score would | vent your capture of Takishura.”
be entitled to our sympathy. But, as| “Make your mind easy.,” T replied.
I was saying, Michaels, Mr. Shone has | “Jf | talk to anyone it will be to Tre-
reached an impasse in his work. which | mayne and his faithless girl—just to |
calls, in t} first place, for inquiry on | establish a footing, you know, for be-
our part, and it may be, later on, for | ing on the spot tonight. But 1’1l post
actio Be good enough, Mr. Shone, to | you fully when we meet at the hotel.”
repeat for the inspecior’'s benefit the| Seeing that he was reluctant to leave

s |

| door

information which you have just given'|me, I took the drastic course of shaking
me." "t him off by jumping on an electric car, |
Now 1 know our worthy chief's littie | which quiekly whiried me to the yvacht
i to listen to a wordy repeti-| builder's quarter. A dive down a side
was not one of them, when he street brought me to the river front,
e given Mr. Radford Shone’'s | where 1 soon came to a nair of close
1 and his own instructions well | wooden gates set in a high wall, sur-
i{If the time I made a shrewd | mounted by the inscription “Abraham
guess that Sir Walter wanted to com- | Goulding, Yacht Builder and Ship
re our visltor's second statement|handler. Alongside the gates, flush
with the notes he had made of the| with the street, was a private dwelling
first. At any rate, he kept glancing at | house with the same name on the front
the hieroglyphic covered sheet before | or, showing that the proprietor re- |
him while Shone 4 ned himself ded on the scene of his labors. It was
It appeared one Schouvalinski, | ghviously impossible to gain access to
a Russiar AZ , had unearthed the|the yvard from that side of the river
fact that the Japanese were having a | without ringing the bell either of the
submarine t constructed at the yard | yarq or of Mr. Goulding's residence,
of a yacht ler o chen, a mile | and after a moment’s consideration 1
or two above Sout ton Water. In| hosze the former.
the exercise of his duties Schouvalin-| My summons was answered by
ski had kept a close watch on the vard, ed youth with a pen behind
and. being appre his person |
al safety, had services Takishura in the yard?’ I
Radford Shone to protect him from nquired, in pursuance of the definite
nese, who were Knov to be lurk- ne I had laid down.
the neighborhood The question was met by blank
narral 1d reached this point | ymazement on the part of the clerk
W i rand. ‘T don't think so,” he stammered
“1 can st he said, “that | «q¢'1] pe pretty bad for him if he is and
you are wonder at the necessity the governor catches him. Are you a
all this fuss don’t we step in|pa} of his?” .
and embargo arine as contra- |~ «Np, T only wanted a word with him
band of war? ‘ inswer is, that the | .. 4 matte f business,” I replied.
SEN, GRS Bt Seace & “Well, then, you'd better go, to his
it is handed over to the | business address the youth snapped,
shipped to its 1‘;5'\(11'3111’-31 o |and would ha slammed the g;{fw in
I nodded, 1 8 re- | my face had a young man in his
late how tki- | chirt sleeves, verv grimy and hot,
shura, the vas | pushed him aside. -
employing gils] be- |~ «what is it, AIf?" demanded the
come so Irritatedy by newcomer, shortly
attentions that he haqd planned to m “The gent has called for Mr. Taki-
his Russian rivai that very nigh ’ giggled the lad. “I told him
‘ from as the wrong shop for Japs, and
rard. a yol he'd best clear out. That was
, who was also wasn't it. Mr. Tremayne.”
vessel. So this good-looking young man with
emay having gained the confi-|n. gooty face and hands was the pri-
dence of Takishura, had learned full|,,,.v source of Mr. Radférd Shone's
P rs of the Japanese project,|,eormation. I cast a shrewd glance at
which was the simple one of stabbing | hjm, and in so doing encountered a re-
Schouvalinski after dark and throwing | tyrn glance in which there was also
his body into the river. shrewdness. but T fancied a trace of
Shone ended his turgid recital, and| . ,.,ehension as well.
from the approving nod which 8ir Wal-| ““come inside, sir,” he said. “Per-
ter gave at his notes, T concluded that | ,.,c 1 can be of service to you. Shut
there 1)::«: been no glaring flaw in the| g ,.q holt the gate, Alf, and see that we
econd version | It s ’
- '\\'?,a: have to do is to prevent &”'- n“!-.‘?lsfu,!,hpd L_Ee & R
D R - Mr. Tremayne led the way to an office
the attempt, Michaels,” the chief said, | ;5 the left. It was but a step or two
turning to ine “Any trouble of the | p ¢ we had to traverse, ‘but in those
kind would lead to all sorts of inter-| ¢, eeconds I got a comprehensive
n:ﬂ!uluﬂ" : T'“P“.”mq'\' and I \\a.n‘f e glimpse of the yard I saw workshops
to run down to Southampton with Mr. .y around the inclosing walls, except
Shone and give him the benefit of of- where. on the right of the gatewayv., Mr.
ficial backing. You will have to be|soulding's house showed a brave ar-
guided by what you find on the spot ru\-n" window boxes ablaze with ger-
and by the enlightenment on minor iniums and lobelia. At the far end
details which .\T“‘ Sh 75“.4\!'!1 give )'_"'l;yh,. 4,.,“'\~ uninclosed side, ran the Ud.‘%i
I)I‘:!lm!::; xJ!'wM’ F‘\ :”\\“v‘nm: 'ibv‘iml‘x\:hv?;:,\f?rj | saver, r“ - t'hhf‘ r:":ll:'v‘rjx”.'}‘w Shid (IFP';
*‘That ouzht ito simplfy matters.” T 1':?‘2,”_1‘”'“” LT E i e
aid. noting the twinkle in the chief's|™ " n.
:(:Ll 'f;':n;‘,:,{»m,q.\:.”;’JHijd;l:: "‘lir7;‘] “The fnrm:rh{w. pointed to the _n‘niy
Fins«ian" *P“‘l!‘ in the nr'h.l'v, ‘;HM perched him-
“She is neither.” Shone put in pomp- | S€If on the clerk’s high stool. 1 rather
ously. She is an English girl, the | liked the young ?‘ in’s face, the normal
daughter of Abraham Goulding, the | expression of which I judged ‘was
owner of the vacht building yard. Ta- ankness itself, lhﬂuzh‘ just now he
kishura has been making up to her, struck me as harassed by an unexpect-

though young Tremayne has had hopes
in that quarter. You will find that it
is a very pretty little case of jealousy
and revenge, Inspector Michaeis, if you

|
|

ed emergency.

“Am I right in believing that vou are
a friend of Mr. Radford Shone?”’ he
asked rather nervously

from your clerk’s reception of my in-
quiry for Mr. Takishura, that the boat
is not being built for the Japanese,” I
replied.

“Ah, 1 thought that Shone would not
1ave told you that the boat is being
built for the Russians,” said Tre-
mayne, evidently weighing his words.
“He has been hanging about here for a
week, and 1 do not reckon him as one

| to follow the straight mth.”

Before I could answef him the office
was flung open, and in bounced
a handsome, dark-eyed girl,.in a high
state of excitement. I,

“Oh, Fred. it’s too annoying for any-
thing,” she cried, not seeing me. “That
old wretch Schouvalinski is having tea
with father, and Mr. Takishura came
along the street and made ‘a face at
him through the parlor window. Schou-

valinski i8 in such a fright that he
swears he won't leave the house to-
night, and he has sent for Radford
Shone to come and watch the sub-

marine.”

Tremayne had been making unavail-
ing signals to her, but not till the end
of her breathless recital did she notice
my presence, It caused her great con-

sternation.

“Who is this, Fred?’ she demanded,
in an awstruck whisper.

“It is a detective from Seotland

Yard, Bella. Shone has been to the po-
lice,” was the yvoung foreman’s reply,
accompanied by a significant glance.
“Oh, dear,” the girl murmured, and
there was that in her tone that told of
a disappointment too geep for words. 1
remembered what Sir Walter had said
about there being a “‘game” on, but
for the present 1T could not make head
or tail, of it. except that Radford
Shone had been lying to us. Here was

| the submarine boat being buiit for the

will be guided by my data.’ “Hardly that,” 1 replied. “I
The ,,;‘;“f signed that the interview |Saw him before today. I am Detec-
was over: but as I reached the door in tive Inspector Michaels of Scotland
1§ ey t a3 i i < : : . .
the wake of our informant he beckoned | Yard. and my object is to prevent a |
me back. I was at his side in an in- |[TOW between a Jap and a Russian, who
n a = as iS & € 1 @ - i >
stant. Shone was already outside are’ interested in a submarine boat
smere’s somé TOBRY game on, Mi-|Which is being built here—for the Jap-

chaels,” Sir Walter whispered. “Wheth-
er that fellow is a player or a pawn in
it will be for you to discover. Do your
best, as vou always do: but—there! a

anese government,
us.” -

The jzhost of a smile flickered over
Tremavne's perturbed face. “And vou,”

Mr. Shone informed

nod's as good as a wink to you.” he said, "being a trained official and
In the train Shone furnished me with | not a brilliant expert, have already

had
informed

the “data” of which he
Young Tremayne had

spoken.

him | yvou th
that Takishura would be working late | the rest of it, eh

that night in the construction yard, Lhe]

spotted that Shone has not been telling
¢ truth--the whole truth and ail

3. o

“Jt did not need a genius to argue,

&

never | Russians,

and not for the Japs; and
here was Miss Bella Goulding, who, ac-
cording to Shone, was carrying on with
Mr. Takishura, on confidential terms
with the lover whom she was supposed
to have discarded.

A silence followed Miss Bella's ex-
clamation, and then I tock up my par-
able.

“Now, look here. you two love birds,”
1 said. “Shone has been trying to fooi
me, and I have found him out. If you
try to fool me I shall find you out.
What's the game? You won't have a
bitter foe in me if you raise the cur-
tain enough to enable me to turn the
tables on Mr. Radford Shone—alwaysg

PO
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provided ti
law.”

The two looked at each other, and
then Belia looked at me.

“We should like
we, I'red?” she murmured archiy

But Tremayne shook his he

“There’'s really nothing to
Michaels, except that you can take it
from me that there is no murder
planned against the governor's
sian client,” he said. “Bella and I are
courtihg, vou can see for yourself,
and I playved a litile prank on Shone,
merely to get the yard to ourselves
after the workmen have knocked off,
and while Mr. Goulding, who
favor my suit, is busy with his grog.’

“Do T gather that yvour
have been upset by the determination
of the Russian to remain in the house,
while Shone
I asked.

“That

Miss

tell,

as

is so;

doesn’t |

1at you are not breaking the | put to a good de

\
!
|

to tell him, shouldn’t |

Mr. |

Rus- |

calculations |

watches the submarine?” |

.1 of trouble for noth-
ing, and all the fun I shall have out
of it will be to tell Shone how you have
fooled him. And the sooner I get back
to him the soconer I shall enjoy my
laugh,” 1 added as I made for the
door

“And tell him that he can safely
tay betwen the sheets tonight—that
Schouvalinski won't need his protec-
tion."”” o1 Bella excitedly.

But Tremayne checked her enthusi-
asm with a frown, and accompanied
me to the gate in the yard wall., The

struck me as making a
brave fight to appear ill at ease.
“Look here, Mr. Michaels,” he  said
in a low voice as he drew the bolt, "“you
have been brought into this by a vain,

yvoung fellow

not

mercenary idiot who deserves to suf-
fer for his folly. But I should be sor-
ryv for vou to be put to any inconveni-
t ence through no fault of your own. 1
can see that things must look fishy to

e |
we are both greatly dis- |

appointed,” was Tremayne's reply.

He spoke with every appearance of
frankness, and vet T was not satisfied |
that T had got to the bottom of ths
“game,” as Sir Walter had cailed it
That the lovers should set to work to

hoodwink Shone so elaborately merely
to enjoy a stolen interview in the yard
seemed improbable, and their chagrin
at the breakdown of their project was
out of all due nroportion to it. From
their n»nresence in the office together
thev did not appear to have much diffi-
culty in meeting each other, and the
loss or nostnonement of their evening
tryst could hardlyv account for such a
degree of disannointment.

“Then 1 am to understand that Taki-
shura's part in the business was to aid
and abet vou in decelving Radford
Shone—that his planned murder of the

vou, but J will give you my word of
honor that there is no bloodshed in
the affair. Takishura is the kindest,
nicest little chap in the world, and.
| though he has been told off to shadow
Schouval would no more hurt him

than he Id you—unless he was cor-
nered!"”

There was a glint in the foreman's
eye as he uttered the last four words,
which almost constituted them a
threat.

“Tell me straight what you mean.”
T answered him. ““You see my position
I am here.to prevent a crime, alleged
to be about to be committed by a Jap-
anese upon a Russian, neither of whom
have I met On the face of it the
whole thing is a farce, got up to assist
a little moonlight lovemaking between
vou and vour young lady. And yet,
Mr. Tremayne, 1 am not altogether a
i fool, How am I to take your warning

Russian was a sort of nractical joke, |
eh?”

“Yes, yes—that was it!” they 'both
chimed in with an eagerness that dis-
counted the value of the admission. So
instead of being Tremayne’s rival for
the affections of the boat builder's
daughter, the Japanese was their ally

in thwarting oid Mr. Goulding's wishes
Radford Shone seemed to have misled
us, partly with intention and partly
because he had been misied himself all
along the line; and I decided that I
must :treat both him and this interest-
ing young couple as qguite untrustwor-
thy. That being so, it was my duty, 'in
spite of their assurances, to keep ob-
servation on the yard-that night.
sWell,” I said, I seem to have been

{ be your duty.

as compatible with your assurance that
no vielence is intended?”

“Take it ‘this way,” he replied, after
a pause. ‘“‘Where Radford Shone goes
tonight you will probably go. It will

And. if T am any judge
of men, vou will do it. But.” and
he heesitated again, as if groping for
his words. “don’t keep too close to him
—that’s all.”

He proffered his well-shaped but tofl-
stained hand, and I grasped it in token

that I recognized the friendliness of
his intention. Nevertheless, I was far

from convinced that the young man's
designs were as innocent .as he would
have me think, and I was:conseious of

{ other side of the bridge

vard unseen,” he explained, as we
stumbled down the embankment on ths

‘I have got a

| boat here hidden under the bank. Wa
{ will row over and land on the whart
of Goulding’'s yard.”
| On this side of the river, in sharp
| contrast to. the thickiy built locality
| from which we had crossed, the water
| front was more or less in a state of
nature, Instead of uilders’ yards
rope walks, and i nuses, green
{ fields stretched to f the todal
| stream. with h s( ered over the
landscape at f t intervals. Away
across the Tt ere was a fringa
of Q nd of tw

inkling gas

lamps, and of 1t their repairing

ber » Where the fringe was
Imud and rushes, with light but the
starry sky
1one and and we pulled

leisurely over the dim -\)'-ir";‘
f the ) d at Gouiding's
| ;
| yard left 1T t}
river breoaden

open reaches of

and there moored

having so far failed to locate Mr. Taki-

1 ¢ arou angi 9

shura's real position in the affair | <t -;r i1 th interior At

Making my way to Taylor's hotel. 1|4}, tant 1 head the scurry of
found Radford Shone impatiently wait-|¢ ing [
ing for me in the smoking room. Con-|{ though the \ 3
sidering the deceit he had attempted 19| okirts. Directly afterv re
practice on the police about the owner- ‘ lla Goulding, a fleecy
ship of the submarine, I did not fe head flitted by my lurl .
bound to enlighten him as tp my dis-| ..< ajso swallowed up e shed.
coveries, but I contented myseif with| 3., sqvent was hailed by chuckling
informing him .that 1 did not appre-|;,.oh in Tremay s mell tenor, and
hend any danger for his client SV'huu»f}\ ‘“’ Esile - i remonstrance in he
valinski. | rasping volce of Shone

Shone fairly glared at me. s il Tre-

“That is as good as saying that 1| w ¥ At . =
have got hold of a mare's nest,” e Sl 1 alf
snorted. “You must have been | '
ing to that minx, Bella Goulding, i
she has thrown dust in your eyes. 1| _
will prove to you that she has v,ik.-n]"
you in. Here,” and he dragged a let- |7
ter from his pocket, “read that!” |

The scrawl was in French, and re-
quested him to go at ence to the yard| "~
to “watch that devil Takishura,” who| "
was hanging around. It bore Shou w,';f “‘»«-

valinski's signature, and was evidently

inspired by whas Bella Goulding haa|: o :
described as *““Takishura making faces;*™ IS SR X -
through the parlor window.” = “T e uit W-';; o

“This only proves that Schouvalinski|P!'a9 ; o -
is in a mortal funk—probably of noth- “‘..':.‘.;ffj

ing at ali,” I replied. "“"However, as T
presume that you will be carrying out
vour instructions, I am prepared to go
with vou.”

A little later, after partaking of a
rather unsociable meal, we started for
the yvacht building quarter. [ was curi-

ous as t w Shone would perform his
task. A Russian ~lient -was also
Mr. Goulding’'s custome:r for the sub-

marine. and was skulking in the build-
er's private residence, Shone's natural
course would have been to go straight
to the floor of the vard or of the house
But against this was the fact that he

const™uction

had deceived the authorities as to the |C°TT2InN ve. The doc
real purchasers of the boat, and te|S!VINEZ On the Tiver, were ope: oo
openly approach the yard in my com-|°" the lipway ],i'\.' the submarine b
pany would be as good as a confes-|aF before, but with a section of her
sion of duplicity. I anticipated his pre-| turtie back raised, dis« lnsmz'_a gEroup
dicament with considerable amusement. | °f curiously a‘siﬂrtlr-rl faces. Tremayne
But .Radford Shone was equal to the| Was there, with his _hunri on Ra ffr\r'}
occasion, being evidently determined to!Shone's collar Tﬁkwhbra s Oriental
keep up what he believed to be my features wore nAl‘wand smile Bella
delision as ‘to’ the submarine being|Goulding, pale but pgrr!\- 1:’:‘1;‘4_1«_'1@11',
a Japanese acquisition. He passed by |flung me 2 look of friendly defiance,

the yard gate and the house and, lead-
ing the way along the street, turned
presently to the right, climbed a rail-
way- embankipent, and crossed a bridge
which carried the line over the river.
“It is the only way to get into the

They occupied a space in the stern of
the boat abaft the glass dome of the
conning tewer. A glow of 2lectric light
from the interior of the boat played on

Centinued on Page 6.




