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Storv Excels Dreams of Novelists

The rise and sweeping descent of Sophie Beck's

worldly fortunes is a story surpassing the aviating

dreams of novelists Like persons of fame from a

better cause, her beginning was humble and obscure

In a little Illinois prairie town she was born and

reared. Chicago offered her the “start”™ of her career

as an adventuress. In eircles of sharp business prac-

tice ¢f this shrewd metropolis she obtained her edu-

or 25.000Mil

i

LA
TR S e S i

Trailed ThisUnfortunare

Former Chicagoan AndSheNow Bios Fair toFnd ferAnas -
ing Career as a Swindler Behind the Bars of an Eastern Jad ~=

'

v 4

4

g AT R
- e

|

g K
|
4

cation In the fine points of underground flnance. Also,
here she acquired those tastes and desires which later
distinguished her blazing progress through Broad-
way and the boulevards of the rench capital )

, Charlestown, TIl., was her birthplace, .nd the
town where she was schooled and raised in the at-
mosphere of rustic simplicity The ubiguitous beck-
oning of the metropolis summoned her, and in a
trice she seemed to shake off the demure manners of
the country malden and to assert herself as a girl
with a business head to be respected

First she became a stenographer, and during her
term at this service she is declared to have kept eyes
and ears alert fcr knowledge hevond the realm of
carbon paper and pothooks. Next she entered the
staff of a press c<lipping bureau, working for $10 a
week. Constant and required perusal of newspapers
from the whole continent is supposed to have been a
contributing factor In her breadth of view and
knowledge of the ways of the world.
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Marrin the Starter of Wild Career.

Then came her meeting with Frank C. Marrin,
ailas “Judge™ Franklin Stone. Marrin had come to
Chicago primed with an Ildea for eas¥ plucking. ' He
organized the Turf Investment company, with offices
in la Salle street, and Miss Beck became his confi-
dential secretary. Like a meteor she sprang Iinto
the fore of the zigzag course of “investment.” ) Be-
fore many months she was the backbhone and brain=
of the company, while Marrin maintained the pros-
perous *“front™” necessary t0 success. During this
period Miss Beck gained much of her education In

<

standards of hizh Hving. The best in the city was
none to good for the couple as the profits from th
Turf Investment company rolled in.

On the day of Feb. 3, 1900. the glazed door of the

office of the Turf Investment company was found %

locked by nervous clients who called to ascertain the
progress of the firm That was the day on which
Marrin and Miss Beck fled from Chicago. When the
police r d the rooms and scrambled through the
paper *assets.” the pnir were traveling acrcss the
continent to San Francisce

In the coast metropolis Marrin showed himseif
thoroughly resourceful. A few months latter they
were arrested on the charge of conducting a gambling
house. This turn of affairs placed them in the trail
of Chicago dJdetectives But they solved the double
dilemma by making their escape while awalting trial
New Orleans was their next tarrying place. Here the
clutches of the Chicago sleuths again closed and they
were arrested. But under the skillful manipulations
of Marrin, who well achieved his title of *“Judge,”
they resisted return to Chicago.
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Musician Furnishes the Romance.

Now came a temporary parting of the ways bhe-
tween Marrin and Miss Beck, hoth being well
“heeled” from the profits of their Chicago venture.
Real romance entered after her break with Marrin.
She feil victim to the fascinations of a soft eyed
musician, named Millar, and for a time their com-
panionship amid the little Creole world of New Or-
leans was a fragment of love's sweet dream.

Certinued on page 4,
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