A MONSTER CANNON

BIGOAEST GUN IN WORLD BUILT
FOR OUR COAST DEFENSES,

Welghs 130 Tons and Fires a 2,500-
Pound Projectile Over Thirty
Miles—Now Being Tested
at S8andy Hook,

As In the case of a good many other
things, the United States leads tne
world In the bullding ot big orduance.
There Is now at Sandy Hook proving
grounds the Dbiggest cannon ever
turned out in the world. Not even the
Krupp gun works of Germany have
ever dreamed of making such a gun.

The weapon referred to s 20 yards
long and weighs 13 tons. The projec-
tile discharged by this monster is 16
inches in dlameter and five feet long
and welghs a ton and a quarter,

THe charge of smokeless powder is
of 1,000 pounds weight, and when the
projectile leaves the muzzle it is trav-
eling at the rate of 2,300 feet a second.
The cont of each shot fired, at the low-
est estimate, 1s $1,600,

The gun has been discharged eight
times, It is calculated that It ean be
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1Y UTTH Puuismsswts sae mes e o
ing the mumber of business fallures
last year In the United States and the
canses to which they ars attributable.
it s stated that there were 1,201,862
concerns engaged in business In 1801,
and that of these 10,648 failed, or con-
slderably less than one per cent. of th»
whole, a lower percentage thin has oc-
curred In any year since 1882, save In
the year 1900,

Bradstreet’s classifles the causes of

SPORTS AND
ATHLETICS

Baslhetball on horsecack 1s the latest
and also one of the sost dangerous
and thrilling sports wus far devised,
The game has found vonsiderable fa.
vor among New York's rich young
men, for It is only the well-to-do who
can afford to play It

Four players make up a team. The
play Is exnctly the same as In the or-
dinary basketball afoot, Scoring I8
similar and the object, of course, is to
throw the ball Into your opponent's
basket, thereby scoring a goal,

When the signal is given to begin
play each slde, all the players mount-
ed, lines up under 1its own basi
When the referee tosses the ball |
the center of the playlng space one
man from each focur dashes out at full
gpeed toward the rolling ball and dives
from his horse in the effort to be the
first to touch it. The player touching
the leathern sphere first Is entitled to
Its possession.

With the ball on his arm he Is al-
lowed to remount and dash for his op-
ponent's goal.. As the rules require
thet no player hold the ball more than
five seconds, the object of the play Is

i <

tallures under eleven heads, and gives
alsa the number which It regards as
sttribntable to  each cause. Of the
pleven, “lack of capltal” takes the lead
as most prolific in inducing fal'ures, '
those ascribed to It numbering 3 328,
‘Incompetence’ comes next on the lat,
and 18 made necountable for 2727 and
then “specific conditions,” by wh'eh is
means such things as strikes the corn
crop fallure, the nssassination of Pres- !
ident McKinley, the lowered pries of
sotton &t the south and slmilar events
of & disastrous tendency. To these 1
I65 business fallures are traced. Next
in number were fallures arlsing from
“tradulent dispensation of property”
and amounting to 1,164,

German Proverb,
A lean compromise Is hetier than &
fat lawsuit

for the side that has the ball to ad:
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WERE THEY LOVELY MATES
WITH EXTRA DATES?...

\The House He Built Her,

BY E. L. DITHRIDGE.
(Copyright, 19806, by Dally Story Pub, Co.)

“Yea,” sald the elder man, “you may,
but only after you have complied with
& certaln condition

The other leaned forward eagerly,
hoping the condition would be within
his powers to perform. His eyes
glowed; his lips parted: his hands
clasped, and his flngers twisted anx-
fously, during the pause that ensued.
Then the condition came, short, forel
ble and abrupt:

“First build her a house!”

Well, it was a hard requirement at
best, and almost an Impossible one.
Yet he made up his mind at once that
he wonld eomply with the condition.

James Burton was a young engineer
trying to wnke his fortune In the
mines of Mexico. He had no money
with which to start Independently, so
he had engaged as an asslstant in the
employ of & large company operating
near Mexico City. He had now been
in the country six months, and during
that period had grown to love the
daughter of a wenlthy ranch owner.
The “ranchero” had practically no
English  education himself, but had
provided a way for the education of

his children In both English and Span-
[T
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pany’s property. There he started &
man excavating, for he had declded Lo
deviate from the Mexlean custom and
have a little cellar.

Every evening he would trot out on
horseback and take a look at the prog
ress being made, He was rather dis-
appointed at the slow rate of advance,
but couldn’t blame the workman, for
the cause of the trouble was scif-avl
dent. Right in the middle of the hole
stuck a point of rock formed In a per
fect cone. The workman had tried to
dig it out; but ns he dug the rock
seemed to grow; and by this time it
was “a plain case of blast"

Getting this big rock out of the way
meant more expense; and the thought
of It made Burton blue.

As he stood there musing on how
much extra the rock would cost him,
he kicked at it absent-mindedly and
vindlctively,

The sun was just setting, and Its
rays struck squarely on the place
where his boot had scraped off the
earth from the stone.

“My! That's a mighty bright sort
of stone!” thought Burton to himself,
“Guess 1'll knock off a bit and see
what it looks like Inside.”

L] - L] L] .

The house he built her was not fin
{shed tlll two years later; but it was
loeated in the Ameriean section of the

City of Mexico. Instead of out In the
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TUMT PURIEE I UMY LU LRny or »kpun
game, The keep of such a string Is ex

pensive, with the wages of a  groom
extra, Then there are- all  sorts ol
riding equipmenis necessary, and the

togs in which to play the ganme. Any
body who goes into the game serlousls
must count on spending at least a cou
ple of thousand dollars for the fun he
expects Lo have.

Bumclent
Mrs. Bovdem—I'm glad you like the
rooms. Bul—er—excuse me—oan you
| glve me any references? A8 you are

a stranger, 1 know, I—

Mr. Bentlar—I quite understand, |
have no references, but | can show you
recelpted bourd bills from every land
indy | ever had.

Mrs, Borden—Send your trunk right
up,—Cleveland Leader.

Getting Back.

Lord De Fendus—Pahdon me fer say-
ing it. but you Amerlecans have such
benstly mannahs, ¥° know. Nobody 1
met, ovah there, knew how o dress
correctly, speak grammatically, or even
ent decently, bah Jove!

Migg O'Hio—what a pity It Is you

couldn’'t Fave had an opportunity to
meet any of our nlee people! —Cleve
land Leads

three-room adobe house built 8o as to

be barely eamfortable, A ridieujonsly
low figure, to be sure!  But it would
take him n long time to save that
much, and If the adobes weren't made
during March, April and May, he'd
have to walt another year. It =il
lacked two weeks to the firat of
March—time encugh to bulld the
foundation—and the company had
plenty of lime and stone on hand, May-
be Mr. Langdon would lei him huave

lime and stone enough for the foun-
dation If he assumed the responsibil-
ity of paying the wages. There was
; & mason working on a small addition
to the mill bullding; maybe he would
work on the foundation of the little
house during spare time,

Burton fAgured that the wages on
the foundation would cost him twenty
dollars, that the adobes would cost
him forty dollars, and that he could
get hall  the quantity dellvered in
March and the other ha!lf In April,
Then he could get about twenty dol-
lars' worth of work done each month
untll the house was completed,

Am & site for her house he selected
the brow of a little Wil about & mue
fiom the reduction plant and about
| haif & mile {rom the line of the com-
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afterward he could describe them with

exsciness, Mr. Lucas, his latest blog-

rapher, glves Lamb's account of
tewcher, Rev. James Boyer:;

lHe had two wigs, wrote Lamb, both
pedantic, but of differing omen The
one serene, smiling, fresh-powdered,
betokening a mild day. The other, an
old, discolered, unkempt, angry caxon,
denoting frequent and bloody execution.
Woe to the school when he made his
morning appearance in his passy or pass
slonnte wig,

J. B. had a heavy hand, Nothing was
more common than to see him muake a
headlong - entry into the schoolroom
from his Inner recess or lbrary, and
with' turbulent eye, singling out a lad,
roar out:

YO's my Mfe, sicrah, | have a great
mind to whip you!”™ Then, with as sud-
den o retracting lmpulse, fing back into
his lair,
some minutes, during which a1l but the
culprit had totully forgotien the context,
drive headlong out nrain, plecing out his
imperfect sense withi the expletory yell:

“And 1 wii, teo!”

In his gentler moads he had recourse
to an ingenlous method of whipping (ke
boy and reading at the same time-a
paragraph and o lash between,

0o
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ALFONSO AS A" SCORCHER.

Spanish King Tempted by the Ex-
cellent Roads of France
to Speed.

1 hardly exaggerate in saying they
have made It more dangerous to walk
on a public road at night here, says the
French correspondent of London Truth,
than to face Japanese sharpshooters in
battle,

Limiting the pace by police regula-
tions has no effect in the country. The
thing is to limit the power of the ma-
chine to go beyond & certaln spred.

The officlal reports recelved at the
ministry of the interior on King Al-
foneo's motor feats on the roads round
Blarritz will, 1 suppose, some day be
published. Meanwhile they wi'l lle In
the archives of that department.

I hear from an offcial there that
gandarmes were placed along the roads
on which he had arranged to drive,
not so much to guard him from anar-
chists and Carligte as to preserve the
wayfarers from his Impetuosity a® A
motorist,

It was thought that the sight of a
guardinn of publi¢ order In uniform
would remind him of the obligations
under which he lay to observe police
rules. This sometimes answered.

But it seeme that there Ia such a
thing as n motor demon which Is often”
{indifferent to consequences, and that a
king may be prompted by it like an
ordinary mortal. Alfonso was as ready

'LFARNING TO BE HANGCMAN

The New Inmmbcnt Hu Grewsome
Rehearsals of His Unen-
viable Profession,

Bevernl executions took place recent-
Iy at Pentonville prison on the scaf-
fold which has been the scene of the
final exit of numerous notorlous crim-
inals, relates London Mall

The executloner was Alee Taylor,
the newly appointed common hangman,
and the subjects “hanged” in set form
were Iny figures of cloth and sand.

It i8, of course, essential that the
official that has to earry out the last
dread sentence of the law should first
thoroughly learn the technique of his
grewegome profession to insure Llhat
when the time comes all the opera-
tions will happen decently and in or-
fder. Therefore each new hangman
!mmediately after his appolntment
goes through a realistic course of
graining. In pursuance of this polley,
Taylor, under the guldance of ex-
perlenced prison officials who have ne-
pisted at many executions, s now sery-
ing hiz apprenticeship.

Bevera! randbags shaped to repre-
sent men of different welghts were
pupplied for Taylor's practice, He was
instructed that men of varyipg bullds
should be glven certain prescribed
drops” to effect instantaneous death,
Then a sandbag made to the rough
semblance and weight of A man was
placed on the scaffold flap. Taylor
was told the welght, the noose was

to risk the safety of his novian as his
own life. After the rutty roads of
Spain and that stony heath, the Cam-
po, he felt in France In a motor para-
dige and acted accordingly.

properly adjusted, the requisite drop
arranged for and the lever pulled.
This experiment was performed again
and again with differently welghted

bags. | Unfortunately he Is no exception.
The other part of the hangman’s The excellence of the French ronds, the
training, the pinloning of & con-|mildness of the climate, the goodness

demned prisoner, was even more real-
fstle. For the time belng stalwart
warders posed as condemned murder
ers. Taylor, practicing on them, wasg
ghown the quickest and most effective
way of securing the hands and feet.

DEALING IN C!GAR BANDS.

Tobacconists Hau Qutto a Call for
Them as Result of
a Fad.

of the Inns and the laxity with which
police ruler are enforced make France
the motorists’ recreatlon ground.

Amerleans cross the Atlantic to dagh
about here as reckleasly as they please.
8o do Austrinns, Hungarians and Ger
mans. [ came across the o'her day »
party of Bwedes whos had come fto
motor here because In thelr own eonn-
try they were so often obliged to pull
up by those gates that aross the Swed-
{sh roads in pastoral distrieis,

—

NO LONGER A CURIOSITY.

Sclentists Are llut :llw lagnrdul as
Lions by Captains of *
Industry.

“l want a package of cigar bands,"
eald a bright-faced boy about 12 years
old, as he stepped up to the counter
in a tobacco shop.

“Ten or 256 cents " asked the pro-
prietor,

“Ten,"” returned the boy, as he flung
down his dime, took his purchase and

Exit the traditional sclentific map
with the traditional "Yankee of the

rushed out,

“Yes, 1 do quite a business In clgar
bands,” eald the tobacconist, nccording
|lu the Chicngo Inter Ocean, “It 1s

quite a fad among children to get
| bands and paste them on glass plates
pad bowls. 1 sell about as many pack-
ages of bands as | do of clgarettes,
und there Is more profit In it. The
youngsters do & thriving business
nlong the line of barter and trade.
They take the bands to school and
swap duplieates with their school-
mates. A rare band commands a high
premium and frequently |8 worth half
p dozen of the more common varletles,
The youngsters keep on the alert for
bands, too, and they are after every
pne that comes from the cigars of
thelr fathers and uncles and big
brothers.

“In some respects the new fad Is
not & bad thing for the cigar trade.
The bands have been a dead loss to
tobacconists, who In the end have to
pay for them. They are made In Ger-
many, at least all the fancy varietles,
and they add a little to the cost of
each cigar. Trifling as it may be, the
sum in the aggregate would enable
any of us to keep steam yachts and
asutomobiles. By selling the bands at
the rate of 26 for tem cents, the clgur
manufacturers are able to get back
some of the outlay that has been a
dead loss to them.”

stage! Prof. Darlow, president of the
American Assoclation for the Ad
vancement of Bclence, writes that scl
entific leaders now ait with the cap
tains of industry. not as lions to e
stared at but as representatives of secl
ence not only applied but pure. The
conception of a sclentific man as »
captain of Industry means simply the
acknowledgment that sclence has &8
practical relation with the world and
that fortunately the public has ad
vanced far enough to see that pure
sclence sooner of later develops Inte
applled sclence,

The lenders of sclence are to ba
placed in the class of organizers, man-
agers of a sort of sclentific trust, This
is sclence to date. While selence Is
organization Its basi~ is the power of
investigating. An organizer Is of ne
use until there s something to or-
ganize. And the materials on which
the organizer In sclence must work
are not made by machinery, but by ths
brains of individual workers.

DEPOPULATING IRELAND.

Wholesale Departure of the Peo-
ple for the United
Etates.

The deserted lsland s the land of
Erin. During the last summer whole
villages In Cavan, Galway and Donega

have been depopulated and vast coun

Bonggmﬁci:moﬁoﬁoguu.ﬂy | try sldes In Mayo nnd Roscommon have
interesting of all Vermont towns on been stripned of the remnants of thel:
account of its historical associations 0id tima hosts of f:“.ﬂ Iaborers. l“r,',
as well as its pictorial beauty. It s where are wholeqals Fe?‘_ﬂnm'hr th
sltuated In the extreme southwestern United ,Bmm" Bves 10’ the 'HMt"’
portion of the beautiful state whose rural hamlets the. old pédple can b:
name, derived from two words, sig- heard lamenting somo recent exodus o)
nifies “green” and “mountain.” It thelr mo:n promising young boys ane
wis here that the pride-swollen Bur t‘;;]""n‘: a'::ll'“m:::’hl::na";:mz:'ﬁ
goyne cast n covelous eye on the sup- m‘;tr relatives who have recently lefi
plies and stores gathered from the mlr the United  States, Bm'g‘r&llnu
fertile prolific felds. and to secure arencies evist in every part of the
which for his hungry mercenaries he

! boat.

and wfter & cooling lapse ‘of |

{slund. Every village hus n ﬂeamlhil
sent out on army early In August. ,..00 10 whose advantage it 14 to use
1777, under Col. Baum, composed guary nducement to  Infhence - te
chiefly of Gérmans with a scattering young men and women to emigrate
of British.—F rum“"'l‘ht- Charm of His mya fnamlog posters which they flouni
toric Ben‘nlngmn. by G. Marlon Bur- 4, (he faces of the young people whe
wn. In Four-Track News. are nlready res‘ive = ovar-nxlovs to
gy, ofer'ne the h aset transportation
ad to thelr min ', " ywons earning:
on the further lde of the Atlantie
pro e Irrestibly luring to the avereg:
Irieh villpger,

- "Admiral' Not Englitb

The word “"admiral” |8 not of Eng
Hsh origin, but Is from the Arabie
"Emlil el Bagh,' or Lord of the Sea.
Captain comes from the Latin eaput,
but mate is from leelandle, which
means a companion or equal. Cox-
swain was originally the man who
pulled the left oar In the captain’s
boat, which was known as the cock-
This in turn I & corruption of
the word coracle, & small round boat
used on the Wye and Usk rivers. So
coxswain comes to us from the Welsh.

Dog Meat in Chinn.

This little =idelight on life in &
Chinese elty is olivoed from the Pe
king and Tient«in Times: “I'wo mer
who have been killing dogs and eats
and selling them to the people as
ment In the western part of the eity
were caught a few davs ago, and in
 vestigations by the police revealed @
tale of shocking eruelty, One has beer
sentenced to two weeksiand the othes
to ten days’ hard labor, and a very
11ght wntam-o too."

The Little Pitcher.

“Now," sald the foud father to his
Httle daughter, ] must go to town
pnd earn some money to buy bread
pnd butter for little Anple."”

“And to buy yachts for dada' re
sponded the child, who #2emed to Lhave
grasped the humility of the situation.
—Bporting Tlmeﬂ

Cnrh Put on Smoking.

Recently the Itallan government Is
sued an order that there was to be né
smoking In business hours by oM
¢lnls whoee duties brought thenm inte
contact with the publie, For (hose
whose dutles do not I1t"1s™1eft to the
diseretion of healds of departments to
allow or to forbld smoking. But their
discretion 18 limite 40 the cigar and
the clgarette. No.pipgd are to be al-

Will Change Stamp,

Freneh postage stamp, which
shows n sower sowing against the
wind and with the wrong foot ad-
vanced, I8 to be reformed, the reform
begloning with the two sous stamp.

The




