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Among legal records in the posses-
slon of Mr, John I, Geeting, promis
nent Chleago attorney and editor of
Amerfcan Criminal Reports, 18 the fol-
lowing letter written by Abraham Lin-
coln In 1841, It appeared orviginally in
the Quiney Whig of April 8, 1846, and
in that article, probably written by
Lincoln himself (for it Is known that
he took much Interest in the features
of the case) the following lineg ap-
pear: "On the next Monday Myers &r-
rived at Springfield, bringing with
him the now famed Fisher, in full life
and proper person.' Hyldently the
letter of Lincoln was written before
Fisher had been found.

Springfleld, June 18, 1841.—Dear
Bpeed: We have had the highest state
of excltement for a woel past
that our community has ever wit
nessed; and although the public feel
ing f& somewhat allayved, the curlous
affalr which aroused It Is very far
from helng over, vet cleared of mys-
tery, It would take a quire of paper
to give you anything UHke a full Ae-
count of (1t and I, therefore, only pro-
n brief outiine.

here

pose

The chilel porsonnges In the drimn
are Archibuld Fisher, supposed to be
murdered, and Archibald Trailor, Hen
ry Trallor and Willlam Trallor, sup
posed have murdered him, The
threa Trallors are brothers, The first,
Archibuld, as you know, lives In town;
the second, Henry, In Clary's Grove;
and the third, Willlam, In Warren
county: and Flsher, the supposed
murderad, belng without a family, had
made his home with William. On Sat-
urday evening, belng the 20th of May,
Fisher and Wiliaim came to Henry's
in a onahorse dearborn, and there
gtaved over Sunday: and Monday all

three came to Springfleld (Hepry on
horsetinek,, and joloed Archibald ot
Myers’, the Duteh carpgnter,  That

evening at supper Flsher wans missing,
morning s
genrch was mnde for hlm; and on
Tuesduy,*al 1 o'clock p m., William
and Henry started home witlhut him
In o day or two Henry and
awo of his Clary Grove
came back for bim agadn, and adver-
tised his disappeanrance in the papers

The knowledge of the matter thus
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far had not been genernl, nnd here It |

dropped entirely il about t(he 10Lh

Letter Reveals Sense of Humor of Which This
Great Man Was Possessed---“Tragedy”

That Culminated in Joke on
Springfield Citizens
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Inst;, when Keys recelved a letter
from the postmaster in Warren coun-
ty, that William had arrived at home
and was telling a very mysterious and
Improbable story about the disappenr-
ance of Fisher, which induged the
community there to suppose he had
been disposed of unfairly. Keys made
this letter publie, which Immediately
set the whole town and adjolning
country agog. And so It has contin-
ued untll yesterday,

The mass of the people commenced
a systematie search for the dead bhody,
while Wickersham was dispatehed to
arrest Henry Trallor at the Grove, and
Jdm Maxey to Warren to arrest Wil
lHam. On Monday last, Henry was
| brought In, and showed an evident in-
clinatlon to insinuate that he know
Plsher to be dead, and that Archibald
|and Willlam had killed him. He sald
he guessed the body could be found
i Spring creok, between the Heards-
| town road wnd Hickox's mill.  Away
[ the people swept like a herd of hufla.
lo, and cut down Hilckox's mill-dam
‘unl‘-na volens, to draw the waler out
of the pond, and then weat up and
down, and down and up the creck, Ash-
ting and raking, and raking snd duck-
ing, and diving for two days; and,
after all, no dead body found. In the |
menntime o  sort of souMingground
had been found in the bLrush in  the
ungle, or point, where the rouad lead
ing into the woods past the Inn-\\'m'\'_|
and the one leading In pnst the brick
grove met From the seuffleground
wis the sign of something about the
gize of n man having been dragged
to the edge of the thicket, where
jolned the track of some  small
I wheelod carrlage drawn by one horse,
| ns shown by the roadtrack. The ear
ringe track lod off tlowards Spring
ardek, Near this drag-trajl, Dr. Merry- |
tman found two hairs, which, after a'
long scientific  examindtion, he pro- |
nonnedd 1o be triangular human hair, |
which term, he says, ineludes \\-I!hil;i

It the whiskers, the hair growing un
der the avme, and on other uports of |
the body: and he fudged that

thege |
twa were of the whiskers, because Tll-'|
ends were cut, showing that they had
flourfshed In the neighborhood of the
razor’'s operations

On Thursday  last Jim  Maxey
| brought fn Willlgm Trallor from War
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ren. On the same day Arch. was are
rested, and put in jall, Yesterday (Fri-
day ) Willinm was put upon his exam-
Ining trial before May and Lavely;
Archibald and Henry were both pres-
ent. Lamborn prosecuted; and Logan,
Baker and your humble servant de-
fended. A great muny wllnesses were
Introdueed and examined, but I shall
only mention those whosa testimony
seemed most fmportant. The first of
these was Capt. Ransdell, He swore
that, when William and Henry left
Springfield for home on Tuesday be-
fore mentioned, they did not tuke the
direct route—whleh, you know, leads
by the buteher shop; but that they fol-
lowed the street north until they got
opposite, or nearlty opposite, May's
house, after which he could not see
them from where he stood; and It was
afterwards proved, that, in about an
hour after they slarted, they came
Into the street by the butcher's shop
from towards the brick-yard., Dr. Mer-
ryman and others swore 1o what s
stated about the scuflle-ground, drag-
trall, whiskers and carriage tracks.

Henry was then Introduced by the
prosecution. He swore that, when they
started for home, they went out north,
as Ransdell stated, and turned down
west by the brick-yard into the woods,
and there met Archibald; that they
proceeded a small distance further,
when he was placed as a sentinel to
witch for and announce tne awpronch
of anyone that might happen that
way; that Willlam and Arveh. took the
dearbsrn out of tha road a small dis-
tance to the edge of the thicket,
where they stopped, and he saw (hem
1re the body of & man Into 1t; that
they moved off with the carringse in
the direction of Hickox's mill, nund he
loltered about for something like an
howur, When Willlam returned with the
carringe, but without Arch., and

they wetlt somehow, he
exactly how, Into the
brew

did not know
rond clese Lo the
y, and procesded on to Clary's
Grove, He glgo that some
time during the day William t#¥d Lim
thitt, he and Arch. had killed Figher
the evening belfore; that the way they

stated

Ll It was by him (WHHnm) knocking

him down with a club, and Archibald
then choking him to death

An old man from Warren, ealled Dr
Gllmore, was then Introdaced on the
purt of the defense. He swore that he
had known Fisler for severn]l yveprs:
thut Fisher had reslded at his houke
it long time al ench of the different
spells; once while he built & barn for
him, and onee while he was doctored
for some chronle discase; that two or
three yvoars ago Fisher had a serlous
hurt In his bend by the bursting of a
gun, since which he hnd been subject
to continued bad health and oceaslonal
aberration of mind. He also stated
that on last Tuesday, being the aame
day toat Maxey arrested Willlam
Trallor, he (the doctor) was from
home in the early part of the day, nnd
on his return, about 11 o'clock, found
Fisher at his house In bed, and appar-

emory, too,
raise the song

ringing true !
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| they had put him in a sale plnce; that
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ently very unwell; that he asked him
how he hoad come from Springfeid;
that Fisher sald he had come by Peo-
rla, which showed that he at the time
of speaking did not know where he
had been wandering about in & state
of derangement, He further stated
that In about two hours he recelved a
note from one of Trallor's friends ad-
viking him of his arrest and reguest-
Ing him to go on to Bpringfiald as a
witnesd to testily as to the state of
Flgher's health In former times; that
he immediately set off, calling up two
of hig nelghborg as company, and
riding all evening and' all night, over
took Maxcy and Willlam at Lewlston
In Fulton county. That Maxcy refus-
Ing to discharge Trallor upon his state-
ment, hls two nelghbors returned, and
he came on to Springfield. Some ques-
tlon belng made aé to whether the
doctor's story was not a fabrication,
geveral acqunintances of his (among
whom was the same postmaster who
wrote to Keys a8 before mentioned)
were Introduced as sort of compurge-
tors, who swore that they knew the
doctor to be r good character for
truth and veracity, and generally of
good charactéer in every way.

Here the testimony ended, and the
Trallors were discharged, Archibald
and Willlam expressing, both in word
and manner, thelr entire confidence
that Fisher would be found at the doc-
tor's by Galloway, Mallory and Myers,
who & day before had been dispatched
for that purpose; while Henry stlll
protested that no power on earth conld
ever show Fisher alive,
thi® curlous aftair,

When the doctor's story was first
made publlie, II was amusing 10 ScRn

and cofntemplate the countonances,
and hear the remuarks of those who
had been actively engaged In the
| seareh for the dead body: some looked
| quizzical, some melancholy, and some
| furiously angry, Porter, who had
been very actlve, swore he always

| knew the man was not dead, and that
| he hind not stirréd an inch to hunt for
him, Langford, who had taken the
{lend in cutting down Hickox's mill
| dam, and wanted to hang Hickox for
| objecting, looked most awlully woebe.
| gone; he seemed the “wlctim of un-
| requited affection,” us represented in
tha comle nlmanics we uaed to laugh
over, And Hart, the little drayman
that hauled Molly home oncs, sald it
wis too damned bad to have so much
| troublé and no hanging after all.
| I vcommenced this letter yesterday,
| since which 1 recelved vours of the
1dth, I stiek to my promise to come
to Loulsville. Nothing new here, ex.
| cept what T have weltten, 1 have not
kince my Inst trip; and 1 am
| golng out there as soon &8s T mall this

| gean

letier. Yours forever,

| LINCOLN.,
Art Criticiem.

| "I don't ke marble sintues,” sald

the fAluffy young thing. “They alwaya
loak as if they had a cataracl or some
thing of that kind the matter with
thelr eyes.'

Thus stands
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THEY were the
neatest Iadles on
the entire street,
Miss Lucinda
Berry and her sis-
ter Alice, and they
subsisted meager.
Iy on a small pen-
ston that had been
thelr late father's.

In the same
block lived the
richest, slonchlest
and most Irritable
bachelor In  the
clty.

In February,
when an unexpect-
ed mildness set (n,

turned the hose on her

Misg Allce
sldewalk to wash away the ashes.
All night long, however, the wind rose,
and the fourtéenth of February dawned

bitter cold, and the water used for
waghlng off the ashes froze,

Migg Lucinda was in the kitchen
sifting nshes to resprinkle the pive-
ment, when she heard her sistor
shrick. Lucinda rushed to open the
front door, and saw Alice on her
knees in the street supporting the
husky shouldera of Willlams, who was
shouting lustily: “This I8 your work!
Niece, isn't {17 Always knew your con-
founded neatness would cost me my
life.”

Allee could only sob in reply.

"I'll sue you for this, all right,” he
ballowed.

By this tlme Lucinda had ap-
proached, and now spoke authoritative.
Iyt “Well, 1t I8 plaln you must be
carried Into your house and a doctor
sent for at once." Beckoning to the
bachelor's man gervint, who hovered
near, she jostructed him how to asaist
the Injured man without cansing un-
necessary paln.

When Williams had been lald on a
disordered bed, Misg Luecinda made
hlm a8 comfortable as possible bhelore
the arvival of the doctor. The Berry

glrle set to work preparing bandages.
nrm,

The doctor came, set the 0x-

pressed approval of all that had been
done, and left,

Willlamg heard this commendation
of the malden sisters, ind after some
thought said:

“If you bring me through without
erippling me, I will let you off as light-
Iy ns possible.”

This unexpected generosity over-
Joyed the lndies, They took their reg-
ular turns, and the negro servant rued
the day when they Invaded his
slouchy kingdom. 'Though the In-
Jured bachelor could not know of all
the changes taking place, still he felt
the influsnee of orderly domestielty.

They really enjoyed the nursing,
and thelr patlent particularly appre-
cluted having Miss Allce near, for her
touch was dellghtfully soft. 8o, even
when the physiclan came, It was Miss
Allce who bandaged the arm after It
wns dressed, ;

b - b - ik -

When able to be around again It
was difficult to break =an  acquired
habit, go It happened that Mr. Wil
Hawmns went over morning and evenlng
for Misa Alice to attend to his arm.

One morning he did not come; In-
stead the servant appeared with a note
for Miss Allce, who read It with
nlirm:

“1 whall eall this evenlng to sue for
my damages. If it {8 not rendeied me,
1 am afrald I must proceed to extreme
moeasures,”

Migy Allee eried the better part of
the day after the receipt of the note,
and Miss Lucinds for once was not
pructical, so erfed some also.

At seven that evening the door bell
rang and Miss Lucinda admitted Mr,
Williams and showed lim [nto the par-
lor where Allce gat, openly tearful.

“Take n seat,” she whispered.

He sat down facing her, and toolk
her llmp hand,

“Bless, my soul, he cried; “what's
the matter?"

“Nothing," she exclaimed, and burst
into sobs.

“1 wish you'd ery for me,” sald the
bachelor huskily,

“Oh,"” she moaned, “we can't pay
those damages, Mr, Willlams"

“Well, if you can't,” sald he, "ean
you do something else? Can you se
ecept the wornout old valenting that
wus thrown at your gale about a
month ago? Not worth pleking up,
perhaps, old-fashloned and full of
fluws, but a most loving valentine,"

With her cheek against the band
aged arm, Migg Allce erind some mora
—but there were smiles shining
thraugh.

¢ X

The Saint’s Day in Scotland

It weems to have been a custom In
Scolland (o choose one's valentine, it
Bir Walter SBcott 1s to be trusted In

hig account of the wooing of the Falr |

Muld of Perth and Hal! of the Wynd
in the govel, The alwiys amnsing and
ublguitous Peopys, Iin his dinry, which
neglects nothing under the sun ap-
parently, mentions 8t. Valentine's day
nnd its customs In several places, and
gives an amusing aceotmt of his wife,
fenring to open her eyes on'St Valen-
tine'n day while the palnters and dec.
orulors were al work in her room, lest
she should gee one of these unsultable
persong first instead of & more comely
valenting

Whatever the orlgin of the cusiom,
It has given rise to many gquaint and
pretty fancles, and both poets and
lovera have employed the legend and
the salnt 1o good purnose. The send-

lug of letters and the more or less
tawdry cut paper valentines, which
the children of the Inat generation
were so famlliney with, undoubtedly
gave rise to the modern fashion of
Christmus cards in this country and
In England, which hos grown to such
astonlshing, not to say alarming, pro:
portions, and the conie valeniine, that
hideons nnd dreadful erestion, Is pre-
sumably one ofs the evils resulting
frem the custrn.  However this may
be, It I8 exceedingly agrecable to re
cefve a gift of flowers, or frult, or &
dalnty book upon this midwinter fes
tival, and If 1t take tho form of a
mure useful present theve s a distinet
authority for sending even these, as
oue of the oldest customs congleted
In sending n vell of tissue or guuze
to the fortunate valenting selected to
be the reciplent of the mttention.




