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WRITTEN BY LINCOLN IN 1841

Letter Reveals Sense of Humor of Which This

Great Man Was PossessedTragedy
i That Culminated in Joke on

r r Springfield Citizens

Among legal records In tho posses-
sion

¬

o r of Mr John F Oeetlng prom-
inent

¬

Chicago attorney and editor of
ti American Criminal Reports Is the fol-

lowing4 letter written by Abraham Lin-
coln

¬

in 1841 It appeared originally in
1i the Quhicy Whig of April 9 181G and

In that article probably written by
Lincoln himself for It is known that
ho took much Interest in the features
of the case the following lines apt pear On the next Monday Myers ar-

rived
¬

at Springfield bringing with
1 him tho now famed Fisher In full life-

r and proper person Evidently the
letter of Lincoln was written before
Fisher had been found

r Springfield June 19 1841Dear
Speed Wo have had tho highest state

1 of excitement here for a week past
that our community has over wit

I noised and although tho public feel-
Ing Is somewhat allayed the curious
affair which aroused it is very far
from being over yet cleared of mys
tery It would take a quire of paper

h to give you anything like a full ac
count of It and I therefore only pro
pose a brief outline

fe The chief personages in the drama
are Archibald Fisher supposed to be
murdered and Archibald Traitor Hen-
ryY Trailer and William Trallor sup-
posed to have murdered lifer Tho
three Traitors are brothers hue first

J Archibald as you know lives In town
tho second Henry In Clarys Grove
and the third William in Warren

PI county and Fisher the supposed
murdered being without a family hud
made his homo with William On Sat ¬

urday evening being tho 29th of Mtiy
I Fisher and William camo to henrys

Jn a onohorse dearborn and there
Ii stayed ovor Sunday and Monday nil

three came to Springfield Henry on
horseback and Joined Archibald at
M > era tho Dutch carpenter That
evening at supper Fisher was missing
and so next morning somo Ineffectual
search was made for him and on
Tuesday at 1 oclock p m William
and hoary started homo wlthtiut him
In n day or two Henry and one or

4 two of his Clarj Grove neighbors
came back for him ngaln and adver-
tised

¬

his disappearance in the papers
The knowledge of the matter thus

far had not been general and hero It
dropped entirely till about the lOlh

Inst when Keys received a letter
from tho postmaster In Warren coun ¬

ty that William had arrived at homo
and was telling a very mysterious and
Improbable story about the disappear-
ance

¬

of Fisher which induced the
community there to suppose ho had
been disposed of unfairly Keys made
this letter public which Immediately
set tho whole town and adjoining
country agog And so it has contin-
ued

¬

until yesterday
The mass of tho people commenced-

a systematic search for the dead body
while Wickorsham was dispatched to
arrest Henry Trallor at tho Grove and
Jim Maxcy to Warren to arrest Wil-
liam

¬

On Monday last Henry was
brought In and showed an evident In-

clination to Insinuate that ho know
Fisher to be dead and that Archibald
and William had killed him Ho said
he guessed the body could be found
In Spring creek between tho Beards
town road and Hlckoxs mill Away
the people swept like a herd of buffa-
lo

¬

and cut down Hlckoxs milldam
nolens volens to draw tho water out
of tho pond and then went up and
down and down nail up tho creek fish ¬

ing and raking and raking and duck-
Ing and diving for two days and
titter all po dead body found In tho
meantime a sort of scuflllngground
had been found in the brush In the
angle or point where tho road lead
ing Into the woods past tho brewery-
and the ono leading In past tho brick
grove met From time scifllogr0und
was the sign of something about the
size of a man having been dragged-
to the edge of tho thicket where
Joined tho track of somo small
wheeled carriage drawn by ono horse
as shown by tho road track Tho car
rlago track led off towards Spring
creek Near this drag trnil Dr Merry
man found two hairs which after a
long scientific examination he pro-
nounced

¬

to be triangular human hull
which term ho says includes within-
It tho whiskers< tho hair growing un
der tho arms and on other parts of
tho body and ho Judged that these

I two were of tho whiskers because tho
I ends wore cut showing that they had
flourished In tho neighborhood of the
razors operations

On Thursday last Jim Maxcy
brought In William Trailer from War ¬

ren On tho same day Arch was ar
rested and put In Jail Yesterday Fri-
day

¬

William was put upon his exam
Inlng trial before May and Lavely
Archibald and Henry wero both pres-
ent Lamborn prosecuted and Logan
Baker and your humble servant de¬

fended A great many witnesses were
introduced and examined but I shall
only mention those whoso testimony
seemed most Important The first of
these was Capt Ransdell Ho swore
that when William and Henry left
Springfield for home on Tuesday be-

fore mentioned they did not take tho
direct routewhich you know leads
by the butcher shop but that they fol
lowed the street north until they got
opposite or nearly opposite Mays
house after which ho could not see
them from where he stood and It was
afterwards proved that In about an
hour after they started they camo
Into the street by the butchers shop
from towards the brickyard Dr Mer
ryman and others swore to what Is
stated about the scuffle ground drag
trail whiskers and carriage tracks

Henry was then Introduced by tho
prosecution lIe swore that when they
started for home they went out north-
as nansdell stated and turned down
west by tho brickyard Into time woods
and there met Archibald that they
proceeded a small distance further
when he was placed as a sentinel to
watch for and announco toe approach
of anyone that might happen that
way that William and Arch took tho
dearbern out of the road a small dis-
tance to tho edge of time thicket
where they stopped and ho saw them
lift the body of a man Into It that
they moved off with the carriage In
the direction of Hlckoxs mill and he
loitered about for something like an
hour When William returned with the
carriage but without Arch and said
they had put him In a safe place that
they went somehow he did not know
exactly how Into the road close to tho
brewery and proceeded on to Clarys
Grove lie also stated that some
time during tho day William tfcld him
that he and Arch had killed Fisher
tho evening before that the way they
did it was by him William knocking
him down with a club and Archibald
then choking him to death

An old man from Warren called Dr
Gllmoro was then introduced on the
part of the defense He sworn that ho
had known Fisher for severall years
that Fishier hind resided at his house
a long time at each of the different
spells onto while ho built a barn for
him and once while ho was doctored

I for some chronic disease that two or
three years ago Fisher had a serious

I hurt in his head by the bursting of n
gun slice which he hind been subject-
to continued bad health and occasional
aberration of mind Ho also stated
that on last Tuesday being the sauna
day tnat Maxcy arrested William
Trallor he the doctor was from
home In tho early part of tho day and
on his return about 11 oclock found
Fisher at his house In bed and appar

ently very unwell that he asked him
how Jio had come from Springfield-
that Fisher said he had come by Peo
rla which showed that he at the time
of speaking did not know where he
hag been wandering about In a state-
of derangement He further stated
that in about two hours ho received a
mote from ono of Trallors friends ad-

vising him of his arrest and request-
ing him to go on to Springfield as a
witness to testify as to the state of
Fishers health in former times that
he Immediately set off calling up two
of lams neighbors as company and
riding all evening and all night over-
took Maxcy and William at Lewlston
In Fulton county That Maxcy refuc-
ng to discharge Trallor upon his state-

ment his two neighbors returned and
ho came on to Springfield Some ques
tlon being made as to whether tho
doctors story was not a fabrication
several acquaintances of his among
whom was tho same ipostmaster who
wrote to Keys as before mentioned-
were Introduced as sort of compurga
tors who swore that they knew the
doctor to be a good character for
truth and veracity and generally of
good character In every way

Here tho testimony ended and the
Traitors wero discharged Archibald
and William expressing both In word
and manner their entire confidence-
that Fisher would be found at the doc
tors by Qnllowxiy Mallory and Myers
who a day before had been dispatched
for that purpose while Henry still
protested that no power on earth could
ever show Fisher alive Thus stands
this curious affair

When the doctors story was first
made public It was amusing to scan
and contemplate tho countenances-
and hoar the remarks of those who
had been actively engaged in the
search for the dead body some looked
quizzical some melancholy and some
furiously angry Porter who had
been very active swore ho always
knew the man was not dead and that
ho had not tined an Inch to hunt for
him Langford who had taken the
lead in cutting down Hlckoxs mill
Iiini and wanted to hang Hlckox for
objecting looked most awfully woebe-
gone ho seemed the wlctlm of un ¬

requited affection as represented In
tho comic almanacs we used to laugh
over And Hart the little drayman
that hauled Molly homo once said It
was too damned bad to havo so much
troublo and no hanging after all

I commenced this letter yesterday
since which I received yours of the
13th I stick to my promise to como
to Louisville Nothing new here ex
copt what I have written I havo not
seen slnco my last trip and I am
going out there as soon as I mall this
letter Yours forever

LINCOLN

Art Criticism-
I dont like marble statue said

tho fluffy young thing They always
look as if they had a cataract or some-
thing of that kind the matter with
their eyes
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EY were tho
neatest ladles on
time entire street
Miss LucindaD-
erry

i
and her sis-

ter Alice and they
subsisted meager
ly on a small pen-
sion that had been
their late fathers

In the same
curt block lived tho

richest slouchlest
and most irritable
bachelor in tho
city

In Februaryt when an unexpect-
ed

¬

mildness set in
Miss Alice turned the hose on her
sidewalk to wash away the ashes
All night long however the wind rose
and time fourteenth of February dawned
bitter cold and tho water used for
washing off tho ashes froze

Miss Lucinda was in the kitchen
sifting ashes to resprlnklo the pave ¬

ment when she heard her sister
shriek Lucinda rushed to open the
front door and saw Alice on her
knees In tho street supporting the
husky shoulders of Williams who was
shouting lustily This Is your workl
Nice isnt It Always knew your con ¬

founded neatness would cost me my
life

Allco could only sob In reply
Ill sue you for this all right he

bellowed-
By this tlmo Lucinda had ap-

proached
¬

and now spoke authoritative-
ly

¬

Well it Is plain you must be
carried Into your house and a doctor
sent for at once Beckoning to the
bachelors man servant who hovered
near she instructed him how to assist
the Injured man without causing un ¬

necessary pain
When Williams had been laid on a

disordered bed Miss Lucinda made
him as comfortable as possible before
tho arrival of the doctor Tho Berry
girls set to work preparing bandages
The doctor came set tho arm ex

pressed approval of all that had been
done and loft-

Williams hoard this commendation-
of the maiden sisters and after somo
thought said

If you bring me through without
crippling md I will let you oft as light-
ly

¬

as possible
This unexpected generosity over-

joyed
¬

the ladles They took their rag
ular turns and the negro servant rued
the day when they Invaded his
slouchy kingdom Though the in ¬

jured bachelor could not mow of all
thu charges taking place still ho felt
the Influence of orderly domesticity

They really enjoyed tho nursing-
and their patient particularly appre-
ciated

¬

having Miss Alice near for her
touch was delightfully soft So even
when the physician came it was Miss
Alice who bandaged the arm after it
was dressed

rtinWhen able to be around again it
was dinicult to break an acquired

lhabit so it happened that Mr Wll
llama wont over morning and evening
for Miss Alice to attend to his arm

One morning ha did not come In-

stead
¬

time servant appeared with a note
for Miss Alice who read it with
alarm-

I shall call this evening to sue for
my damages If It is not rendered me-
I am afraid I must proceed to extreme
measures

ties Alice cried the better part of
the day after tho receipt of tho note
and Miss Lucinda for once was not
practical so cried some also

At seven that evening the door bell
rang and Miss Lucinda admitted Mr
Williams and showed him into tho par ¬

lor Where Allco sat openly tearful
Take a seat she whispered

Ho sat down facing her and took
her limp hand

Blest my soul he cried whats
the matter

Nothing she exclaimed and burst
Into sobs-

I wish youd cry for me said tho
bachelor huskily-

Oh sho moaned we cant pay
those damages Mr Williams

Well If you cant said he can
you do something oleo Can you ac ¬

cept the wornout old valentine that
was thrown at your gate about a
month ago Not worth picking up
perhaps oldfashioned and full of
lIaws but a most loving valentine

With her check against the band-
aged arm Miss Allco cried some mora

but there wore smiles shining
through
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I The Saints Day in Scotland f

It seems to have been a custom In
Scotland to choose ones valentine If
Sir Walter Scott is to be trusted in
his account of the wooing of the Fair
Maid of Perth and Hal of tho Wynd-
In tho novel the always amusing and
ubiquitous Popys In his diary which
neglects nothing under tho sun ap-

parently
¬

mentions St Valentinos day
and Its customs In several places and
gives an amusing account of its wife
fearing to open her eyes onSt Valen-

tines
¬

day while tho painters and dec
orators were at work In her room lest
she should see ono of these unsuitable
persons first Instead of a more comely
valentine

Whatever tho origin of the custom-
it has given rise to many quaint and
pretty fancies and both poets and
lovers have employed tho legend and
tho saint to rood minuose The send

I 1wN1 N If

i
Ing of letters and time more or less
tawdry cut paper valentines which
the children of time last generation
wero so familiar with undoubtedly
gave rlso to the modern fashion of
Christmas cards in this country and i
In England which lens

>
grown to such

astonishing not to say alarming pro-
portions

e

and tho comic valentine that ti

hideous and dreadful creation Is pre-
sumably ono of the evils resulting
frtsra time custnn However this may
be It Is exceedingly agreeable to re
ccivo a gift of lowers or fruit or a
dainty book upon this midwinter fes
tlvnl and It It take tho form of a
moro useful present there Is a distinct
authority for sending oven those as l
oiie of tho oldest customs consisted t 1

in sending a veil of tissue or gauze j1
to tho fortunate valentino selectedto
ho the recipient of tho attentio-

nw Jw 4 r4 I x K 1Ire e L


