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SCOUTS

(Conducted by Natlonal Council of the
Boy Scouts of America.)

SCOUT WORK NOT PARADING

It l#n’t strange with the whole world
at war and millions of men training
ut gun-drills that some boys will get
the gun-deill fever. No doubt they
think they ean help thelr country in
that wny. Let's see ahout that, says

who wants to drill with guns.

Uncle Snm hng asked the boy scouts
to serve In the first, the second and
the third Liberty loan eampalgns; he
has enlisted them as his dispateh bear-
¢rs In the drive agninst Hun propa-
gunda In Amerien; he has given them
u big and important job In boosting
the sale of Thrift and War Suvings
stamps; but as far as I have heard he
husn't nsked n single boy scout to put
# gun to his shoulder and drlll,

Why hnsn't Uncle Sam glven guns
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to his boys? Becuause he knows they
can be n thonsand times more helpful
in winning the war in other ways, The

youngster parading around with a rifte |

no doubt Is a splendid fellow, and
enger to help; but In this pagticulur
cuse he Is on the wrong track.

- 1
The boy scout movement Is now, al-

ways has been and always will be a
vonmilitaristie organization, and gun
drills do not have a ploce In Its pro-
graom of wetivities, The best military
experts In the country do not bhelieve
In gun drills for boys of scout age.
And that is only one of the many rea-
song why military gun deill and “tin
soldlering” activitles are not made a
part of scouting. There's plenty of
other more necessary things to do for

‘teen-nge boys, When you are older |

Uncle Sam will glve youn the real thing
In drill, under competent officers, nnd
you will be taught the use of the rifle
8 n technical weapon the purpose of
which s to kill, For the present, In
preparation, the government wants
boys to do other and more helptul and
practieal things.
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Comtesne de Bryas s w Frenohwomin, who came
to America last April to represent the American
committee for devastated Frunce, and s now une
gnged In an extenslve tour of the United Stutes,
gpeaking about her experiences In the woar-ridden
distrlets.  The comtesse’s father ts French, but her
mother was a Phlladeiphlan who went to BEuropae
when a small child and was brought up there.
Her greatl-grandfathers, Goorge Clymer and Thomas
Willing, and her granduncle, George Mead, were all
signers of the Declaration of Independonce, and one
of them, George Clymer, was among the six who
helped o frame the Constitution, —Kditor's Note,

1| By COMTESSE MADELEINE DE BRYAS.

SOMETIMES meet, In the course of

my travels, people wha say: “Ah,
poor France! Tragie, invaded coun-
try 1" But to these people T would

say:  “No, no! You do not know
your Frunce, It I8 not poor Franece,
but  noble  France, Not  trogle

France, but herole France!"

1 can best expinin my meaning by
deseribing an  Ioncldent which  took
plice on the occusion of one of the
recent air ralds on Paris,  An air rald 18 a nerve-
ricking thoe.  The newspiuper uecounts and the
mugn#ine stories do not wll you onehundredih
of the angulsh lived through by the people who
crouch in their cellars, lsting to bombs thet ex-

| plode elose by nnd expecting all the thne that the

next missile will demolish the
heseds,

The favorite gathering places for eivillans dur-
Ing alr ralds Is In the cellars. During the raid of
which I speak, one of these underground plnees

was crowded with refugees. But they-were not

house over thelr

moping or trembling Instend, they were cone
stantly Joking and lmughing about their predien-
ment,  They did not for one second lose thelr

| up to the =treet level once more,

fine cournge and stanchness,

When the bombs had censed to fall, they came
But they «did
not breathe great sighs of rellef and thank thelr
lucky stars for not belng hit, Not they! Their

Boy scouts are proving highly suc- [
ceasful assistants to agriculturists |
who are experiencing labor shortage.

A SCOUT JOHN PAUL JONES.

The followlng letter was recelved
by Seoutmaster 0. E. McMeans of |
Troop No, 17 of Indianapolls, and is
from one of his former scouts now in
France:

“I'm having a taste of real sailor
lfe. My first taste was rather dis-
agreeable—sensickness—and my next
taste was exceediugly salty, 'This
was when I was dolng convoy duty
along the coast, during which we got
a ‘sub’ or two, and finully one morn-
Ing just before daylight a certaln sub
stuck its perlscope aubove the water,
and the next thing I knew I was fly-
Ing toward the briny deep with most
of the crew, The sub got us that time.
Well, we got out of that, most of us,
but we left a mighty good friend and
shipmate of mine, who was Iying in his
bunk near where the torpedo got us,

"“We were picked up, ns we had plek-
®d up many a crew who got the same
us we did.

“J. PAUL JONES. |

“U. 8. 8. Carola 1V."
Scout John Paul Jones shows the
Bame Indifference to danger as did the
great American sea fighter of bis name.

GOOD TURNS BY S8COUTS.

Scouts at Spartanburg, 8, €., helped |
the chamber of commerce to find |
homes for familles and friends of the I
New York Guard stationed at Camp
Wadsworth,

While sconts in Freeland, Pa,, were
In eamp on Mount Yenger they learned
that a young ludy had become lost
from a farm about three miles awny.
After n weelk of search she was found
by n party of seouts and had to he
earrled home. Bhe was nearly starved
and had lved on berries,

Bty il -

eyves glowed with the flve of unguenched splrit,
und they shook their fists in the divection of the
depurting German alrplanes,

“Those fools!" they shouted.  “Those fools!
They think they con break us! They do not know
us! Never shnll we yield! Neveor!"

This s not the ounly splendid exhibition of
French devotion that 1 have seen with my swn
eyes. The people In the rural reglons are no less
determwined In thele ardor.  Although nenrly one-
fitth of Frunce hug been Invaded by o ruthless
enemy  and some  portions lnvaded the second
thne, these country folk would dle rather than
give themselves up to the foe,

In o villnge of the devastated distriet I found
a e old womnan who was living slone, 8She
wns working at washing linen for the soldlers
who were In frenches not far awany, Her own
house hoad been burned down by the Germans.
She told me her pathetie story.

It seems that a German officer who hnd a veary
bad reputation for molesting the clvilinns had
heen quartered In her house, After he hud been
there for a few houts he went to the small stove
which heated the house and opened it tp pot
In some wood. But when he put lo the stick of
wood ‘he allowed the end to protriude, so that, as
goon as It began to burn, the fire blazed outward
Into the room. He then pliced o screen near
thiz blazing thant It would cateh fire,
‘1'he old woman saw what he was doing and knew
that it was his design to burn down her house,
He had niready burped o house (n the next street
In the same munuer. Knowing that she wos posy-
erless to prevent him, and belng filled with des-
pulr, she fell on her knees before him,

“Spare me!” she entreated of him,  “Spare
this house and allow e to live here In peace.
What hinve 1 ever done to you!™

Buat she had haredly uttered these words when
shame overcame her becanse wis ahuasing
herself hefore o German,  In aneother Instant she
had risen to her feel.

SWhat nig 1 dolug!™ she exclalmed,

woold so

she

“Je suls

perdu! 1 am disgraced, 1 have entreated a favor
from the foe of wy natlve country.”™
Then she crossed the room before the aston-

tshoed officer and took up hig gun. Placing 1t In
his hands she told him to kil her,

Y1 deserve no less than denth,” she s=ald, 1
have disgraced Fronce by kneoling to nsk n favor
of oae of her encmies

Protinbly the German officer would have killed
the womnn, but at that moment ane of his brother
officers cyyne fnto the house, He must have had
a more tender heart, for he took pity on the old
womnan aod put o stop to the proceedings, So her
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house excaped for the time helng. fut later on
It wans burned by other Germans, When | found
this womun she was working 18 hours enel dny
washing for the soldiers, I asked her why she
worked so hard and told me that It wns
becnuse she had nothing left to her in the wide
world, and the only way to keep herself from
Lenrthrenk was ‘to be always occupled.

The conditions under which most of these peos
ple  have been liviog are horrifylng, Thelr
houses are henps of riulos.  You eun hardly bes
Heve the systematie wny In which the Germans
proceeded to destroy thelr dwellings,. A bowmb
wits thrgwn Into every house nlong the line of
march,  The furnlture was all broken up or
burned, frult trees were cut down, and the wells
polluted,  Yet, when the invading tlde was swept
baek these villugers cnme back at once to thelr
former homes, This devotlon of the French peas-
unt to his lHitle home I8 something which Amerl-
oenns enn hardly apprecinte. He loves It ardent-
v It is almost n part of hiw; he eannot bear to
leave L,

During the time when they were struggling
to rebulld thelr shattercd homes, these peasants
liad to Hve In ecellors and dugouts. Of course
these plnces were most unhealthy and not 0t to
remaln In, I once went down Into a cellar in
which an old couple was living, The roof of the
cellnr wus so low that when I wus seated on n
lHttle plank talking to the old people T hud to
stoop, The floor was entlrely mud, and the water
seeped In through the walls and trickled down
In tiny strenmlets, In the corner was the strow
bed which had been furnlshed the old couple
seven mouths before. It was Indescribably filthy
fand so damp that one could twist It and wring
water out of It. Yet the chlef desire of the old
woman was for a plate to ent off. The Germuns
had destroyed thelr erockery and  household
utenslls nnd they had only one old metnl skillet,
in which they cooked nnd from which they nte.

In one village I saw n mother who had gone
back to live in a lttle shelter which she had
hulit for herself in the corner formed by the only
two remnlnlng walls of her dwelling, Over the
top of this place she pliced plunks. One Mde
WHR apen to the weather, ‘The cold, raw weather
made it difficult to exist in sueh a place, 1 my
#elf have lived In o 1ttle wooden bullding near
the front, stmilar to the bharencks In which the
soldiers live, and 1 know the eruel winter wenth-
vr of these parts of France,

The hardship has been grentest on the lttle
chilldren, Gh, the poor children ! They no longer
pluy.  They have forgotten all thele guimes. They
do not know what It mesus to run and lnugh and
be gay. As they walk along the streets you will

she

see them start suddenly and ook over thelr
shoulders In a frightened way. So great hos
been the tervor instilled Into them by the Gors
HTHTIES

An oflicer told me of seoelng two Hitle ehdldren
Btanding ngninst a wull In the town of Maplssin,
in the north of Franee, one day in August, 1914
Across the road was o burning house, When the
French officer usked them why they were walting
S0 patiently, they repliod that a German  had
shut thelr fother and wother up In that house
and had told them w wolt there untfl th ¥y cnme
back to fetch them.

. Ing.

The trentment of chlldren during the German
oceupntion waus very terrible, Little tois of four
and five, nnd childien on up to the ages of thir
teen nnd fourteen, were foreed to work all day
for thelr enslavers, They were taken into the
flolds at five In the morning and woere not &l
lowed to come baek until seven In the ovening.
During all that thme they were given only one
Tenl Thelr tusks were to dig potatoes, cut
awny the barbed-wire entanglements and plek up
unexploded shells, After the Germans went nwny
there wins no milk to be got hecause all the COWS
hnid been elther killed or driven awny, In one
distrlet there were H00 chilldren who exluted for
months without a single drop of milk. I met one
Httle glrl who had been kept for 20 dnys on & diet
consisting of nothing but brend wand soup, the
Intter being watery and searcoly ot sl nourish-

The destruction of the sehonlhouses has made
It (mpossible for the young chlldren to galn any
eduention. Tt 18 no strunge thing to encounter a
bov or girl of eleven who can nelther rend !llll‘
u.r‘lla-. 1n thelr hideous thoroughness, the l-l"f-
mnns destroyed books, penclls, desks and all, Not
o thing was left, After the American rellef work-
ers cume Into the devastated reglons they estnbe
Hshed sehools and bullt lHitle wooden bulldings
In which to earry on the work.

At one school they told a Hitle
elrl who was brought In with the other children
to lenrn to read,  As soon as she discoverad nn
old ohair in one of the corners she hnmediately
gol Into it and curled up In atler vnjn,nm.-ul nnd
relaxation.  She could not be persunded to get
out of that chalr, The tencher Inquired why she
wos so pleased with the chulr nand lenrned that
the houselhiold In which the chlld Hyed had not
bonsted n single chalr sluce the first Invaslon of
the Gertinns,

The sepurntion of the children from thelr pare
ents 18 unother very trugle oceurrence. In the
monihs and years before they are reunited the
ehitldren grow and chiange so that they nrg not
recognlzable to* thelr pavents when they meet
ngnin,  Some of them, to bhe sure, wear on a
chaln about thelr necks Hittle gold baptismnal
gifts on which thelr names are inscribed,  But
this s exceptionnl, It Is one of the confessed
gehemes of the Germans to divide and gcatter
familles ns much ns possible,

My henrt bleeds for the children of France!l
Oh, that they should suffer this unmerited abuse
and tribivintion !

The deportation of young girls has heen sys-
temntically practiced, A German oficer comes
to the front door of a house and orders the entlre
famdly to assemble outside on the door step. Thon
he pleks af rondom o number of the younger
women of the family. I will tuke you nnd
you and you!" he says, Indieating the
chosen ones with hig foreflnger, At this sum-
mons they must leave their homes ot once. They
are not sllowed to pack thelr belongings nor to
earry much baggoge, They nre permitted only
&0 mnch as they can curry wrappedd in o huand-
kerchlef,

After they
put to work
hardest and most meninl
ure foreed to llve with the soldlers, and are
rudely treated by them. They can send tno word
to thelr familes, amd 1t I8 almost o8 though they

story of a

Into Germany
the flelds, dolng
kind of lubor. They

are tanken
cultivating

they nre

the

were  dend,
The rellef work In the Invaded disteicts has
been treless,  Great credit 18 due to the Amer-

lenn committee for devastanted France, organized
by Migs Anne Morgan, Over 1,000 ehildren have
heen turned over to this committes enred
for. One of 1ts most useful works has been In
nuslsting the stricken people to leave thelr homes

to be

0 long ns there Is danger from the Germans in
the vicinity, Pitiful stories are told of the flight
it these people. One old woman refused to be

separuted from her gont In transit, and would
opnly consent to go when she eould be asgired
thint suother gont could be got In ciuse her own
wiis lost

Franee hns been  hard-teled, but she 18 nat
hroken Never has the morale of the French
people been more unshaken than It 1s todny.

Fronee halls with joy the arrival of the Amerl-
cing, It 1s most ftting that these great sister
republies should be fAghting =lde by sldo in this
hour of Vietory will be won; It {8 In
evituble!  But ah, the paln, the woe nnd the un-
necessary degradatlon that have followed In the
withe of the Wil the world ever fop-
gt bltter memory ever be

slress

Invaders !
Can  the

g ?

THE END OF THE WAR.
A soldler nr ( French Hen
tenannt, s Instructor, how much
The Frenchman \'IIIHII,\'

unp Grant nsked o
thers
longer the war woubd [nst
unswered : "Well, T am not sure, hut the tenth year
will the and after that

geventh year will be bad”

whiy wis

surely e worst every
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WAR DEVELOPING OUR ROADS

One of Most Important Benefita will
Be Distribution of Farm Products
by Motors.

“One of the most lmportant benefits
of the war to Amerlen 18 golog to bo
the development of transportation of
farm products to mnrkets by means of
motor trucks” remarked I, C, Watts
of St. Louls, highway engineer, while
In Washington the other day, “If nny-
one had told us five yenrs ngo thnt mos
tor vehicles would be utiilzed for move-
Ing produets and mnchinery as they
have been used In the last twelve
months, he would have been thought
erazy, yet Charles Sehwab, the new
hend of the floot earporntion, le glvs
Ing a practieal demonsteation of how
to do things by teansforring a Inrge
part of his ofMice equipment fo Philas
delphin by motor trucks, The high=
ways of the country have been tnken
over l',\‘ the people for haullng “nnllli
which ecould not be hauled durlng the
period of congestlon by the rallronds,
In the whole hi=tory of tennsportation
the highway has been the patlent
drudge, but suddenly the motor truek
hns come to the front and =upplied fop
the ronds what the stenm englnes sup-
ply for the rallwanys, and this has
brought abhout many new conditlons,
whichk will develop Into many other
new nnd marvelons resulis,

“To my mind, the most Important
will be the distribution of farm prods
uets by means of motor vehieles, We
know that the farmers have always res
lled upon the ralironds for the move-
ment of their products long distances,

Loading Eggs Into Motor Trucks.

For the short huul, of course, they util.
ted the wagon and n lnter yeurs the
automoblle,  But for hauling any ggent
quantity of products they relled ‘ens
tirely on the rallronds, The employs
ment of the motor truck has demons
strated Ita practlenlity, and hereafter
when things become normal we shall
st thousunds of great motoar vehleles
houllng farm products to market, 1t
I8 golug to result, morcover, In a wons
derful linprovement of the roads all
through this country.”

INCREASED VALUE OF FARMS

Motorcar Opens Every Acre of Ground
and Brings It Nearer Center
of Population.

The rallroad opened up o few ronuds,
but the motorear opens every nere of
ground and brings it nearer the centers
of  population, The products—the
motorcar Increased those values still
more hy marketing them qulcker.
While the telephone put the furm In
commuunieation with the elty the motor-
car does that and more—it puts the
furmer and his family In physieal and
mental communieation with the mnt
kets and the soclal lfe of the city,

SOLUTION OF ROAD PROBLEM
Hard-Surfaced ‘nghway Is Best Wher.

ever Traffle Will Warrart Nec-
essary Expense,

Ronds must be bullt to sult the #n.
vironment—both physieal and finnp-
cinl, Kuorth ronds onre the only ones
Bome communities cun afford, while
other sections may require gruovel or
broken stone surfoces, Dut wherevor
the teaffe will warrant the espense, oo

wnd earefully

hghwny 14

economienlly designed
constructed hard-sarfoced

the only satisfactory solution of the
road prohlem,
Plan Comprehensively.
To bo efliclently done, road nnd

strect bhullding must he planned ¢om-
prehensively and under the eareful di-
rection of one knowledge is
based on both yveurs of eareful thought
and practical experience,

whose

Highways In Mexico.

The government of Mexico ha2 eolne-
mitted Itsell to the polley of constricd
ing ul the earliest possible tme a sys
tem of modern highways thot sha'l
counect nil the principgl cites and
nurts of the country,




