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' USUAL ANTE-ELECTIO- DODGE.

The periodical ante-electio- n spasm
of virtue has struck the city. It made
Its appearance for the season last Sun-
day! when by Instruction of the mayor
the saloon men were ordred to keep
tholr places clo3ed on tho Sabbath day

I? and some of those who heeded not
jU j

'
tho admonition of tho virtuous city
administration wero arrested. It Is
likely tho wavo of virtue will extend
to tho gambling houses and tho slot
machines and will enduro until afterI tho ballots have been cast next No-

vember.
This action at this time on tho part

of tho city government Is stamped
deep with Insincerity and Is only an-- i

other Instance of tho doublo dealing
il and duplicity which has characterized
a the present city government since

tho day It enterod into ofllco. For two
years tho saloons havo had their doors
open wido week days and Sundays
without molestattion. Tho saloon men

, - wero informed by a messago direct
from tho mayor that they might ply
tholr trade on Sunday without bolng
Interfered with. Formerly Sunday
liquor selling was engagd In on tho

, quiet. Tho thirsty ones had to gain
Ingress to the saloons by tho back

( doors or sldedoors and there was a
, show of obeying the law. Under May- -

or Morris, howover, no such Impedl- -

' ments wero put In tho way. The
; front doors of tho liquor dispensaries
' were open on Sunday tho same as on

' week days. Now If that was tho right
and expedient course to bo pursued
for a year and nlno months, It is right
now. Of course Mayor Morris was
elected largely by the votes1 of tho

i good people of tho churches to whom
', ho gave pledges that tho law would

be enforced prohibiting tho salo of
liquor on Sunday and that gambling

I would bo suppressed. Llko tho other
pledges and promises of tho present
administration these wero entirely ig-

nored. For 21 months they havo been
a dead letter, but now when Mayor
Morris needs the voto of tho church
peoplo to re-ele- him, now on tho ovo
of election, the mayor and his advisers

, make a bluff at closing tho saloons on
Sunday.

As to gambling tho present city ad-

ministration and tho mayor havo aid-
ed, abetted and encouraged It until

i now tho vice has grown to alarming
proportions. Besides tho regular gam-- 1

bling houses which nro known and
practically licensed as such and fair

! ly well conducted, tho town Is full of
poker and other card games, and slot
machines which are a great deal more
pernicious than tho regular gambling
houses, because they lnvolglo tho
young and Inoxporlenccd nnd plant
within them tho seeds from which
develop a lovo for tho gam-
ing table. These kind of games have
been encouraged and fostered by the

a present administration. Moro than
half tho cigar stores in tho business

v part of tho city aro In reality gam- -

I bling houses. Tho salo of cigars and
J --. tobacco is merely a blind and an in- -

I '' significant part of their business,
while In tho rear rooms their real busl-ness-

gambling, Is conducted. In
somo of those rear rooms any day may
bo seen from a dozen to perhaps 30
or 40 men and boys playing cards
for money and frequently tho stakes
aro high. Gambling has becomo such
a profitable adjunct to a cigar store
that It is very difficult for a cigar deal-
er who does a logltlmato business

X . without a "back room" to continue- in
1 business.
i Then thcro Is tho slot machine

abomination. These machines paying
in money or in trade wero installed in

' all tho business places In town that
1 JP could bo Induced to tnko them. One

of the city employees had tho agency
for tho machines and still has it under
tho gluso of somebody else's name.
This change was made necessary after
Truth's exposure of tho graft some

few months ago. Tho agent was most
energetic In extending his slot ma-chin- o

business. Ho got a percentago
of tho profits from every machine.
This was dono with tho knowledges and
consent of tho mayor and It is pretty
well established that at least two
members of tho city council got n
share of tho profit from theso slot ma-
chines. It is n scandalous stato of
affairs.
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A LESSON IN EC NOMY.

One Cent Wastefulness That Endan-
gered an Engagement.

"I havo Just had a great jolt," said
tho betrothed young man, "and inci-
dentally a lesson In economy.

"You know, they make mailing
cards nowadays that aro beautiful and
1 havo been tending daily to tho ob-

ject of my affection a pretty mailing
card with a few woids fiom myself

n It.
"Tho other day I got a letter from

ho old man I mean tho .voting lady's
'athor saying that ho would like to
sco me. When I went ip to call on
'ilm I found him looking eiy solemn

" 'Young man,' ho, said, 'I have given
ny consent to your engagement to my
'aughter, but I shall have to with-'ra-

It.'
'"What's the matter,' I asked.
" 'You are wasteful and extrnva-ant- ,'

said the old gentleman. 'Look
t that!'
"And ho held up ono of my dally

ostal cards. I didn't peo anything
intll ho pointed at the stamp. Then
i light broko on me. Tho stamp was

two center. T hadn't happened to
"iavo any one-ce- stamps around, and
?o on all the mailing caids I had sent
'ier I had been putting two-ce-

Uamps.
"I had simply thrown away a cent,

nd that had Impressed tho old man
'ar from pleasantly. Ho could afford
o spend dollars where I couldn't have

M'cnt mills, and there wnsn't a mean
Ibcr in his body, but ho hadn't accu-
mulated his money by wastefulness,
and my carelessness worried him
greatly.

"After a long wrestle with him I

lid finally persuado him to glvo mo
another trial. And now I'm sending
her not one, but four mailing cards
daily, with not a two but a one-ce-

stamp on each. I'm showing him that
I can economize."
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Older the Better.
"Yes," said tho old man to his

young visitor. "I am proud of my
girls, and would llko to see them com-
fortably married; and as I havo made
a little money they will not go pen-
niless to their husbands. Thero is
Mary, 25 years old, end a really good
girl. I shall glvo her $1,000 when sho
marries. Then comes Bet, who won't
sco 35 again, and I shall give her
$3,000. And tho man who takes Eliza,
who is 40, will havo $50,000 with
her."

Tho joung man reflected a moment
and then Inquired:

"You haven't ono about 50, have
you?- "- Judge.
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