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TRUTH.

to their first real victory after a
long succession of discouraging de-
feats, He is the only man who has
succeeded In fighting the most power-
ful religlous organization in the
world to a standstill In a community
where antagonism usually means so-
clal ostracism and finanecial ruin,

The story of Senator Kearns' great
fight and victory is an interesting one.
It brings out well the characteristics
of the man himself; his resourceful-
ness and unbending will. The same
qualities which made Kearns one of
the richest men In the couniry and
enabled him to rise from the position
of a poor plow boy to a seat in the
senate were the factors that figured
in the defeat of the church.

Power of the Church,

Persons who have never lived in
Utah ean not well understand the con-
ditlons that made it seemingly im-
possaible to put the government of af-
falrs into the hands of men who
wonld administer the offices for the
interests of the whole people rather
than for the Interests of the church.

The Mormon church is the most
perfect organization of its kind ex-
{stent. President Joseph F., Smith
holds the votes of his people in the
hollow of his hand. A system of
stakes, or districts, and a further i
vigton of these stakes, enable the
president to keep directly in touch
with every member of the organiza-
tlon. In Salt Lake there are two
Mormon teachers for every block
They answer to church officers a lit-
tle hicher up, who, in turn, are re-
sponsible to the apostles. The apos-
tlea them report direct to President
Smith. In the past It has been pos
sible. for the president to throw an
election within six hours before the
P are opened, so perfect is the

ing of the system. Instructions
a generally given out at the Sun.
day meeting preceding election, and
if the president changes his mind he
calls in his apostles, and within a
few hours the orders have been coun-
termanded and every voter instruct-
ed. Up to the present campaign it
was conceded as a fact that President
Smith could elect any man he desired
for any office in the city, county or
state, and that he could foree any
Mormon candidate to withdraw at any
time in favor of the man he might
want elected.

The Mormon church has secured
control of the light and water plants,
the street rallway systems, most ol
the large enterprises, and has con-
trolled the granting of franchises in
the state in the Interests of the
church. Gentiles had almost glven up
hope of mastering this all-powerful
hierarchy, and many In disgust were
selling out thelr interests and leaving
the state. Conditions had become al-
most unbearable; the belief was gen-
eral that Utah could never elect a
United States senator who would be
secure in his seat at Washington and
give the state the representation to
which she is entitled. The growth
of the state was seriously threatened,
as it has always been n Mormon prin-
ciple to “keep Utah for the Mormons"
and discourage the Gentlle settler or
investor,

Kearns' Great Fight.

During his term in the senate Mr.
Kearns had done more for the state
than all the former senators together.
Practieally everything granted to
Utah by the federal government was
secured through his personal efforts.
He was an indefatigable worker, and
he got the results. The people want
ed him returned to the senate, but he
nbsolutely refused to bend his knee to
the church In order to gain Its sup-
port Mr. Kearns had long been
watching the development of the po-
litleal power of the chureh and its
menace to the future of the siate.
Though elected to the senate, he had
himself felt the pressure of Prosident
Smith's power. He determined to

* erush the political absolutism of the

hierarchy I possible, With the same
methods which he applies to his busi-
ness affalrs, he threw down the
gauntlet,

Then began one of the flercest and
most prolonged fights for polialesl
liberty ever waged. Both sides mens-
ured their strength to the limit, No
merey was shown. The crack of the
Mormon president’'s whip resounded.
Senator Kearns' newspapers and ora-
tors urged the Gentiles to unite for
their self-preservation. Tt was n close
contest, hut the Amerieans won out,
and were it not for Mr. Kearns' native
modesty he could have neccepted the
congratulations of every Gentile in
the state as a personal victory, Noth-
Ing hefore had ever ocourrel to glve
the church's preastive a sethack

Mr. Kearng has long been promi-
nent ns a snecossfal mining man: one
who has made millions through his
knowledge of pay rock: some el it
luck, He was born In Canada in 1862,
moved to Nebragka with his parents
when 10 yenrs old; was a freighter in
the Black hills at 14 and went o Utah
when 21. He worked as a miner in
Park City, geadually acquired proper-
Iy of his own and soon became rich.
With all his guceess, he has been the
most liberal with his men and pavs
them Detter than any mine awner in
the state. He was alwayg nan advo-
ente of the eight-hour law in hoth
mines and mills and government
worl.

How He Won.

Mr. Kearns lald ont his plans for
the ficht with skill. He purchased
the Salt Lake Tribune for o Iarge
sum, kept the paper wup to n high
standard and emnloyed the hest hrain
and talent in the market. Tha fight
wag holdly earried into the ranks of
the Mormons themselves, An apponal
wns made to the young men to he
Ameriesn citizens nnd not the slaves
of a religions leader. They wers
shown how they mmust he ontdistance!
in the race for success if they were
foreed to pay the annual tithing of 10
per cent of thelr enrnings, while their
competitors had this percentag~ in
thelr favor. The women. who vote In
Ttanh, were appealed to In ths name
af their honor and virtue to discour
nge Mormoniam and gecret polveamy
Day after day, week after weelk, the
fizht never Ingged. The skeletons in
the Mormon church’s closet were all
drageed out for the people's insoec-
tion, No stone was left unturned to
prove the cliurch an un-American and
Inw-breaking institution. It 1s bee
Heved that in large mensure the vie
tory of Mr. Kearns 1s due to the fac!
that he suceeeded In convinelng the
voung Mormons of thelr folly In allow
fng the church to contrnl thelr bal
Ints and that he aroused in n measure
the spark of patriotism.

The Mormons are alreadv makine
desperate efforts to again hring their
organization Into the perfect opera:
tion that insured them victory for s
many years, and which has been sad
ly shattered by Mr. Kearns. There is
grief, in some Instances panle, in the
home of the church officials. Presi
dent Smith has aged perceptibly in
the Inst month as he saw the church
control wenkening and the slgns of
disaffection. Despernte methads will
be employed to make the church agaty
diciator of the government of the
state and city. The fight Is not yet
over. The Mormons will be hard to
down, But Mr. Kearns says he wil
continue the campaign  until  the
church agrees to obey the law and
keep out of polities.
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A Real Martyr.

*When I'm low splrited,” said Mrs.
Eapsling, “It never does any good Lo
tell my husband that it's on account of
my poor nerves, He only laughs and
says | have heen eating something
that deesn’t peree with me. Men are
S0 fovicoyal”

A NEW WEAPON OF REVOLUTION.

The press and political anthorities
of Eurapne, says  the Literary Digest,
are slowly awakening to the fact that
8 new weapon of revelutionary war-
fare hing recently been brought into
play: a weapon forged hy the genius
of Italinn, French and Gorman think-
ord, The last-named nation has given
It a name—the massensirell, the
strike  on masse, universal. This
Bloodless weapon, according to jour-
nelistic opinion, has played a groater
role in recent politieal upheavals than
the rapid-fiving guns of Togo's ships
in the battle of the Sea of Japan.
What preeipitated matters in  the
Austro-Hungarian tangle, In Rusgian,
Polish  and Finnigh  revolutionary
movements? The magsenstrelk—the
sirike universal, which paralyzed the
Iife of the eountries eoncarned. BSuch
Is the general testimony of the Toreign
newspapers,  They declare  that n
gtrike. which was once merely an eco-
nomie movement in support of a claim
for higher wages, is now being resort
e to in snpport of a elaim for liberty
nnd an enlarged suffrage,

Though never before utilized with
such amnzlng resiults, this mathod of
winning a political victory has long
heen taught and preseribied by Socelal-
i€l agitators; and at the great Social-
gt gathering at Jena some weeks ago
Angust Bebel, as reported In his own
journal, Vorwaerts (Berlin), advo
cated the principle of general strikes
ax n means of influencing parlinment
and galning an extension of the suf
frage, and he supported the resolu
tion whieh declared that “the stop-
page of work by the masses” was an
“affective method” of maining the po
Htieal privileges almed at., In  the
Neue Zelt (Stuttgart), the German
Socinlist weekly, Paul Lensch advo
cates the palitieal strike for two rea-
sonsg, the first of which Is thus stated:

“The foundation of stability in Eu-
ropean political affairs has so fair lain
in the preponderating influence of
Ruszia all over the continent., BSince
she has been dethroned by Japan's
victory, the whole existing politieal
system of BEurope has collapsed llke a
house of eards. The political forees
in Europe are to be consolldated un-
iler new ecmbinationg, and this move-
ment appears in the new  ireaty
groupings and continuons rumors of
coming war. France ig declared to he
on the eve of war with Germany, and
England 18 following her example;
next, the entente between France and
Fngland Is to he developed into a de-
fensive and offensive treaty: such a
treaty is soon to unite Germany and
Russin—nnd go forth. In any case the
working class find themselves In a
dificalt and eritical dilemma, and
they must be on their guard lest some-
thirg happen In this erisis which may
turn out to he a menaee to thelr vital
interest,

“It will pcenr to everyone that in
thils new political situation some new

the prophet's rod, The new and ample
manifesto of Nicholas I, as published
in all the Eunropean papers, satisfied
the revolutionary commlittee, accord-
ing to the Potit Parielen, %o that they
“declded to  suspend the  politieal
strilte for thirty days, In order to or
ganize an armed rigsing in case the
government, after the end of that pe.
riod, shopld fail to keep its pledges,
inelnding the promise of amnesty Lo
polltical prisoners.”

The Guardian (London) ecommerits
s follows on Russin’s great political
labor movement:

“It has really heen no more than
a strike, but a strike which involves
every Industry and almosl every class
In & country i8 now seeén to be a far
more powerful weapon than the ordi-
nary rising against constituted an-
thority. In Russia such a rising would
have been hopeless unless the army
conlld have been brought over—you
enn not fight a milltary antocracy
withoul arms and ammunition, and in
the empire of the Czar such commod-
itles are as hard to come by as per-
gonnl freedom, . . . . Happily, at the
eleventh hour, the Emperor Nicholas,
who had remained Iimpervious to
stntesmanlike |deas while he might
have ncted with a good grace, has
heen compelled, in sheer desperation
and in the hope of saving his throne,
to ecapitulate, and to grant the most
important and the most elementary
demands of his peopla

Another victory won by this new
weapon of popular freedom, to quote
from the German weekly cited above,
has been the emancipation of Finn-
land, which is a Russlan province, of
which the Czar is Grand Duke, and
which groans under the yoke of Rus-
zln, According to the Action (Paris)
the gtrike has been general, and order
has been kept by a voluntary militia,
formed of students and workmen. At
last eapitulation came, as is thus re-
lated by the Parisian journal:

“The governor of Finland, Prince
Obolensky, and the Senate have offi-
clally abdicated and surrendered all
power in the presence of the whole
population of Helsingfors in the public
square, The Russian flag has been
superseded by the Finnish national
standard.”

Another great strike is at present
prevalling in Poland, bhut according to
the government documents igsued hy
Witte with regard to the Polish agita-
tlon for universal sufirage and other
politieal privileges, Poland is not to
be put on the same footing as Finland,
nor for the present to be inelnded In
the last manifesto of the Czar., Po-
land’s strike In Warsaw, according to
the Temps (Paris) has been accom-
panied by bomb-throwings and massa-
cres by the soldiery, whom Witte has
been vainly Importuned to withdraw,
In Witte’s manifegto to the Poles he
saya: - £a

“Rejecting the idea of co-operation
with Witte and the Russian people in

shl strike™

tengion of the suffrage.

mavement
(London) says:

the universal strike

gurgents begin with that.”

thls strike as Pharaoh, tyrant

“A hundred years ago the plke and
the zulllotine wera the instruments of
the revolutionary: today he chooges
And since of all
gtrikes there is npone that is s0 imme-
diately paralyzing a= that which stops
work on the rallways, the Russian in-

The Czar was brought to terms by
of
Hgypt, came to terms at the wave of

wenpon of defenge must be found, and | the douma, they (the Polish politi-
it I# guite correct to suppose that this|clang) are demanding in a serles of
new weapon will be that of the univer- | revolutionary meetings complete au-

tonomy for Poland, with a special con-

He continues to show that this stop- | stitutional diet, thereby aiming at the
prge of lahor Is the only just and

penceful method for obtaining the ex-|Twa polirical groups,

restoration of the kingdom of Poland.
Soclallst and
National, who are opposed to each

A very strikking illustration of the|other, are united in this aspiration,
truth of this axlom is seen In the|which Is supported by many writers,
result of the Russinn strikes. Of this
the Westminster Gazette

publieists and popular orators, who
carry the peaple with them.

“In different distriets of tha Vis-
tula there have heen numeroug pro-
cessions with Polish flags, singing Po-
Hish revolutionary songs. At the same
timo the Poles have bhegun arbitrarily
to exclude the state language even
from government institutions, where
its employment Ig provided for by law.
in certain loealities hands of workmen
and peasants have been pillaging
aschools, state spirit shops and com-
munal bulldings, destroylng all corres-




