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MECHANICAL MUSIC.

With hands uplifted In horror, Mr.
John Philip Sousa, says tho Liter-
ary Digest, tho purveyor of
popular music, contemplates tho In-

roads of mechanical devices that
to tho Nth power and "popu- -

larlty" of music. Ho sees tho multl- -

plication of phonographs, gramo-
phones, "tho mechanical device to
sing for us a song or play for us a
piano," threatening to overwhelm us
"with the speed of a transient fash-- .

Ion In slang or Panama hats." Me-

chanical music, ho thinks, will estab-
lish itself among us with disastrous
effects, similar to those following the
English sparrow, "which, Introduced
and welcomed in all innocence, lost
no time- In multiplying Itself to the
dignity of a pest, to tho destruction of 111

, numberless native song-bird- and tho II

invariable regret of those who did not
stop to think in time." Mr. Sousa II

declares, in Appleton's Magazine (Sep-

tember):
"On a matter upon which I feel so

deeply, and which I consider so g,

I am quite willing to be I

reckoned an alarmist, admittedly
swayed In part by personal Interest, II

as well a& by tho impending harm to
American musical art. I foresee a II

marked deterioration In American mu-

sic and musical taste, an interruption
in tho musical development of tho
country, and a host of other injuries I

to music in its artistic manifestations, I

by virtue or rather by vice of tho I

multiplication of tho various music-re- - I

producing machines. When I add to I

this that I myself and every other I

popular composer are victims of a ser-- I

ious infringement on our clear moral I

rights In our own work, but I offer a
second reason why tho facts and con- - I

dltlons should bo made clear to every
one, alike in tho Interest of musical
art and of fair play."

Tho wido lovo for tho musical art to
bo found in America, says Mr. Sousa,
springs from tho singing-school- , secu-
lar or sacred;. from the village band,
and from tho study of those instru-
ments that are nearest tho people.
"Thcro aro more- - pianos, violins, gui-

tars, mandolins, and banjos among tho
working classes of America than In
all tho rest of tho world, and tho pros- -

enco of these instruments In tho
homes has given employment to enor-
mous numbers of teachers who havo
patiently taught tho children and in-

culcated a lovo for music throughout
tho various communities." Tho foun-
dations of this great structuro Mr.

y Sousa sees in danger of undermining.
. - He continues:
fl "Right hero Is tho menace In ma
il chino made music! Tho first rift in

the lute has appeared. Tho cheaper
jV of theso Instruments of tho homo aro

no longer being purchased ns former
ly, and all because tho automatic mu-

sic devices aro usurping their places.
"And what is tho result? The child

. becomo Indifferent to practise, for
when music can bo hoard In tho homes
without tho labor of study and close
application, and without tho slow pro-

cess of acquiring a technlc, it will bo
simply a question of time when tho
amateur disappears entirely, and with

' him a host of vocal and instrumental
H teachers, who will bo without field or

calling."
With tho recession of tho tldo of

amateurism, Mr. Sousa thinks, there
will bo left only tho mechanical de-vlc- o

and tho professional executant.

L

"Singing will no longer bo a lino ac-

complishment; vocal exercises, so Im-

portant a factor In tho curriculum of
physical cutluro, will be out of vogue."
With theso changes will como a train
of consequences appalling to contem-
plate. Mr. Sousa Bees them In this
wise, and asks:

"Then what of tho national throat?
Will It not weaken? What of the na
tlonal chest? Will it not shrink?

"When a mother can turn on tho
phonograph with tho same ease that
sho applies to tho electric light, will
she croon her baby to slumber with
sweet lullabys, or will the Infant bt
put to sleep by machinery?

"Children aro naturally imitative,
and if, in their infancy, they hoar only
phonographs, will they not sing, if
they sing at all, In imitation and fin-

ally become simply human phono-
graphs without soul or expression?

Congregational singing will suffer
also, which, though crude at times, nt
le'ist improves the respiration of inanj
a weary sinner and soltcns tho voices
of those who livo amid tumult nnd
noise.

"Tho nosL of mechanical reproduc-
ing machines, in their mad deslro to
supply music for all occasions, nro

to supplnnt tho illustrator in
tho class-roo- tho danco orchestra,
tho homo and public singers and play-
ers, nnd so on.

"There was a tlnio when tho plno
woods of tho not !h wcro sacred to
summer simplicity, when around tho
camp-flr- o nt night tho stories wcro
told nnd tho songs woro sung with a
charm all their own. But oven now
tho invasion of tho north hns begun,
nnd tho Ingenious purveyor of canned
music is urging tho sportsman, on his
way to the silent places with gun and

rod, lout nnd ennoe, lo Inko with him M
some disks, cinuks, and cogs to sing H
(o him ns he hits by the firelight, a M
thought as unhappy and iuccngrlous M
as canned salmon by a trout brook. fl

"In tho prospective schemo of mo- - M
chaulcnl music wo shall sco man and M
maiden In a light canoo under the M
moon upon an Adirondack lako with M
a gramophone caroling lovo songs M
Irom nmldshlp. M

"Shall wc not expect that when tho M
nation onco moro sounds its call to M
arms and tho gallant regiment M
matches forth, thcro will ho no innjcs- - M
tic drum-major- , no serried ranks of M
sonorous trombones, no glittering ar-- M
ray of brass, no rolling of drttms? In M
their stead will ho a hugo phonograph. H

How tho soldiers' bosoms M
will swell at the thought that thoy nro H
being led Into tho strlfo by a ma- - H
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