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TH6 Great scandal Grows Worse
9

On Tuesday last Judge Armstrong
icfused to allow the people's legal
representative to file a new informa-
tion against the chief of police of
this city for reasons which, being
given at the time, speak for them-
selves. As to whether they arc prop-
erly based and c rrectly concicved,
that is a matter outside the domain
of newspaper discussion, the remedy
if any lying elsewhere,

fe xw case 10 which judge Arm- -

strong s ruling relates might at tills
lime ue described as hyura-lieade- d.

unc ut its acepnalous appendages
is no sooner lopped olf than another
appears, to meet the same fate as its
predecessors, the thing thus assum-
ing somewhat the characteristics of
a continuous performance; and as

J familiarity breeds contempt, and too
j much of serious conditions has a"

tendency to .evaporation of the ser-

iousness, why should not the Sheets
proceedings be called a continuous
vaudeville entertainment?

.Let us get down to the bed-roc- k

j 01 common sense in this
' ir.e number ot arrests and prosccu- -
I tions to which that man Sheets has

been subjected and is still threatened
with is an outrage one w.ay or the
other, perhaps both. To cause an
innocent man to be thus harried,
impeached, maligned and placed in
repeated jeopardy is something so
foreign to American institutions and
every sense of justice that its contin-"uanc- e

is not- only the maintenance
but growth of a tendency to tyranny,
if not barbarism. Wfc have no right
to do it, and in saying this wc merely
voice a conclusion which the over-
whelming majority of the people will
uphold and if necessary enforce. On
the other hand, arc a community's
rights to be measured and individual
protection guaged by the forms rather
than the substance of the statutes?
Suppose a man is taken red-hand-

' m tnc commission of a heinous crime;
there is and can be no doubt as to
his, guilt, but notwithstanding all this
the alleged forms of law must be ob-

served, all the procedure must be
had, and the handling of this mechan-
ism is left to those whose duty it is

, to do it right. Hut everybody's un
derstanding of rules may not be alike,
and by reason thereof a departure
from what is upheld as standard

, methods is made, whereby the law

t . for a time 1. ,o relax its hold upon
culprit (iocs that effectuate hisithc of the charge? Of course
lie is brought up again with the

previous defects presumably obviated,
but others appear and again is the
machinery of justice clogged. Still
no innocence appears, and he is still

held, and still, through the inscruta-
ble workings of the slow and uncer-
tain judicial machine, there is noth-
ing doing. Ad infinitum.

Expense, annoyance, the capital of
a good case for the prosecution being
frittered away, levity gradually tak-
ing the place of gravity in the public
mind until the criminal by the force
of such reversed evolution becomes
a martyr and his accusers a lot of
anarchic persecutors is it not a
pretty kettle of fish for a civilized and
enlightened community?

All of this time, where does Sheets
stand? Where has he allowed him-

self to be placed? Let the matter be
put plainly for his sake, as well as
other people's. He stands accused oi
one of the gravest official and per-
sonal crimes which a man in his po-
sition was ever accused of. It is,
no matter what course the court pro-
ceedings may take, a dark cloud
above him and a shadow across his
pathway wherever he may go. Is he
content with such meretricious adi
vantages as come from official mis-

takes and which give him at the best
but temporary advantages, while the
damning fact remains that he saw,
participated in and ratified a part of
the infamy by which strangers with-
in our gates were robbed, stripped
of their substance, deprived of the
protection which he of all men should
have seen was extended to them in
the fullest measure? If the circum-
stances amounted to a dilemma only,
if they were a coincidence explaina-
ble, upon a basis of facts showing in-

nocence if, in a word, his knowledge
of and participation in the transaction
complained of were not guilty knowl-
edge or criminal participation why
does he not only not invite the inter-
vention of technicalities but sternly
and positively refuse to allow them
to be used in his behalf? Of course,
he is within his rights in allowing all
the forms and fictions which the
practice of law permits to be brought
forth in his behalf; but so arc the
people within their rights when they
say, considering his official relations
to them, that he has no other or
better means of defense to rely on.

At the Crimea, when Marshal Pelis-sie- r
rode up to where a point of ob-

servation was afforded him and he
saw what was left of the light bri-
gade melting away like snow in the
grasp of a swirling flood, he made
the memorable observation, "C'est
magnifiquc, mais cc n'est pas la
guerre" it is magnificent, but it is
not war. Some of the proceedings to'
which the goodly citizens of this
part of the great State of Utah are
being subjected and for which they
must pay and keep on paying, are in
like manner regular as regularity
goes, but what outrageously expen-
sive, obstructive and disappointing
things they arc! They arc all right

as expressions of law, because coin-
ing from the source and in the way

t they do; but they arc not justice.

The fact of the matter is there is a
conspiracy to defeat the ends of jus-

tice. The originators and the mana-
gers of the conspiracy arc bold and
unscrupulous. So arc their tools.
They rely on the apathy and gulla-bilit- y

of the public, which has carried
them through many a stormy and
dangerous pass in times gone by.
There is evidence enough to convict
those charged with the crimes for
which an appearance is being made
to try them, overwhelming evidence.
That evidence has been procured by
the sheriff and his aids and laid at the
feet of the prosecuting officers and
the court, but by trickery, chicanery
and arrant incompetence the facts
and the evidence is rejected and ig-

nored.
If the case against Mr. Sheets and

his was properly and
fairly in court conviction
could not fail. That is why such a
strenuous effort is being made to
keep it out of court. It's a scandal
to the judiciary, an outrage on thc
community and brings the law into
contempt.

The chief of police and a good
many members of the police force
have been and still arc in league with
thugs, thieves and bunco stcercrs who
prey on the community. The police
get a share of the plunder and grant
protection to the thiieves. No man's
life or property is safe. These facts
arc notorious. The evidence proving
them, is overwhelming, but the ma-

chinery of the law is incompetent
and worse. Owing to this the of-

fenders cannot be reached. It is a
most scandalous condition of affairs,
a condition that demands determined
action to remedy. A Folk or a
Hughes is needed here right now.

It is the duty of the Governor of
this State to sec that its citizens
arc protected from varlcts and
thieves. If the prosecuting of-

ficers and the courts in this dis-

trict will not or can not do their duty
the path is plain for the Governor to
take a hand. Dismiss all the prosecu-
tion from the case, appoint others,
get a judge from some other judicial,
district, let there be a fair and open
trial, so that the innocent may go
free and the guilty be punished.

The people are getting pretty sick
of the trickery and chicanery which
has been used to protect known
criminals, and they won't patiently
submit to it much longer.

A special grand jury should also
he called to investigate the police
and other scandals which exist in
this city at the present time and have
existed ever since the Amcrikearns
party assumed the reins of govern-
ment. A thorough probing of the
police department and its methods
would result in numerous indict-
ments and a good many others hold-
ing public offices would be caught in
the net. The city government has be-

come thoroughly corrupt and a clean-
ing up is greatly needed. The exi- -

Kcucics fully warrant the calling of a Igrand jury. No matter about the ex- - H
pensc. It would be money well spent. H

H
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'IOne of the most contemptible pro- - H
ceediugs of the Tribune in a small, ' H
mean, pettifogging way, is its effort lt H
to make the public believe that there H
is a tremendous row bctw.ecn the w H
Grand Army of the Republic veterans ( Iand the county commissioners of Salt H
Lake county, all over some fifty dol- - Ilars and no question of principle H
about it. The attitude of the countv H
commissioners and the attitude of the H
G. A. R. people have been purposely ' H
maliciously and wilfully distorted IThere is no occasion for any friction H
between the G. A. R. and the county jjl
commissioners and as a matter of i H
fact. there is none, except that at- - jl
tempted to be created by one or two ,'jH
hangers-o- n to the skirts of the G. A. jtJ'H
R., who arc in the pay of the Trib- - i; H
unc. If the genuine G. A. R. soldiers V
would cut off a lot of the "tin" sol- - ;'.fl
dicrs, water carriers and other barna- - ( Iclcs who arc preying upon them,

' Igetting them into trouble and monop- -
olizing the glory and honor of the J Iinstitution, they would be doing good Iservice to both God and man. It is Ia patent fact that the men who did M
the real fighting in the great war, Ihave, as a rule, very little to do with I
the" G. A. R. and reap but a .mall p Ipercentage of the honors and cmol- - ' I
uments to which the genuine, true j1 I
old soldiers arc entitled. A gang, I
which did most of the fighting with i Itheir mouths, monopolize both lion Iors and emoluments. j I

! I
The Young Men's Republican club 8 I

is waking up. President Jake I
Grccncwald is putting things in mo- - fc I
tion. The club rooms in the Atlas H I
block will he opened in a few days ft'l
and will he open daily from 8 i. m. 'l
to ii p, m. The club is arranging for 'I
an outing to Saltair on June 6th and j jl
it will he a big affair. Speakers arc III
being arranged for, among whom will ! I
he United States Senator Clark of l
Wyoming, Reed Smoot and George jl
Sutherland of Utah. The committee M
on excursion is composed of Prcsi- - II
dent Grccncwald, Vice-preside- nt II.
S. Joseph, Secretary Parley Jensen,
treasurer W. H. Famsworth. Presi-
dent Grccncwald appointed the fol- -
lowing club committees: Executive, j

Julian Riley, John A. Ekman, Al Cal-listc- r,

John A. Houghton, A. II
Nash; House: Bert Margctts, C. R. i
Vigus, Roy Kaighn. H
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