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AWord about the Value of

Conventions

By FISHER HARRIS

It is a well established belief among men engaged in publicity
work that the best advertising a community can receive, aside from
the attractions with which Nature has endowed it, comes as a rcsu}t
of the successiul handling of conventions. As a consequence of this
belief one finds at all conventions held in the United States represen-
tatives from various citics, each one engaged in setting forth as best
he may, the reasons why the locality he represents should be selected
as the place of next meeting.

Los Angeles and Denver are perhaps the most earnest seekers for
conventions of all the cities of the Trans-Mississippi country, and
there are many thoughtiul men who are convinced that the surpris-
ing progress of those municipalities during the past twenty years has
been due largely to the great number of conventions that have been
entertained by them. Whether that conclusion is wholly true or not
it is certainly true that the desire of those cities for conventions seems
perfectly insatiable—the more they get the more they want, and their
business men apparently regard no expense as being too great to se-
cure for themselves the privilege of entertaining the annual meetings
of large bodies of representative business men. A notable illustra-
tion of this condition is found in the recent action of Denver which
city raised the great sum of $100,000.00 in order to get the National
convention of the Democratic party, and I am reliably assured that
had there been any possibility of bringing that particular convention
so far west, Los Angeles stood ready to double the sum.

There are, of course, many reasons for this confidence in the
heneficial results of properly cared for conventions. The first tangible
good resulting from a convention is found in the money spent by its
members in the city of their sojourn, which, in almost every instance,
is very many times in excess of the amount expended for entertain-
ment. In the case of large gatherings this accession of new money is
frequently so great as to favorably effect local financial conditions
for many months after the convention has adjourned and its mem-
bers have returned to their homes.

Again, every member of a convention who goes away pleased
with the treatment he has received and properly impressed with the
advantages and hospitality of the city, whose guest he has in a mea-
sure been, becomes at once a talking and enthusiastic advertisement
for that city. He thinks always of the city as in gala dress, clad in
the habilaments of holiday time, prosperous, contented and of her peo-
ple with glad hands and smiles welcoming the stranger within her
gates.

In this specific regard convention advertising differs from all
cther forms of community exploitation. For instance, the beneficial
results derived by a community from the circulation of books, pam-
phlets, magazine articles and the like are necessarily vague and in-
definite in actual realization save in isolated cases; while the easily
seen and felt penefits of a convention begin when the first delegate
iscribes his name on the local hotel register and last for years.

There are many other advantages accruing to a community as
the consequence oi conventions that are doubtless obvious to the
reader, and which the space accorded this representation of the sub-
ject will not permit me to cover.

In my judgment, and in conclusion, no investment that a city
can make for advertising purposes returns such manifest and mani-
fold rewards as the amount spent for the care of conventions, and no
city within the range of my knowledge comes as near to being ideal
for convention purposes as does this capital city of ours. We have
auditoriums with sufficent seating capacity to comfortably hold the
very largest conventions in_the country; our hotel, restaurant and
rooming house facilities are remarkably extensive; our people are
justly noted for their public spirit and hospitality and our scenic and
climatic advantages are unexcelled. In addition to these obvious
attractions there 1s a peculiar interest felt in Salt Lake City by every
tnan, woman and child in the nation.

My experience with many conventions has been that the mere
suggestion of Salt Lake is received with a spontaneous enthusiasm
that gives it an evident advantage over every other contestant for

convention honors. By all means let us have all the conventions we
can get.

REALTY TRANSFERS.

_ The real estate market is growing brisker, several transactions of
importance were recorded during the week, among which was the
sale of four choice lots in Federal Heights.
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