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“Gangs of slaves, marching in
misery and leaving behind them
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An Abys-

sinian slave

woman leading a camel loaded with firewood

UMAN slavery is an evil which ter of a century from
I I fs generally supposed to have

long since ceased to exist in any
nation that lays claims to being civilized.

It is therefore a surprise to learn
from travelers recently returned from
Abyssinia that in thiz Christian coun-
try, whose civilization is recognized by
the diplomatic representatives other
civilized mnations send human
glavery exists to-day, and in more cruel,
more infamous forms than the world
has ever known.

Still more of a surprise and a very
painful one it is to be told that the
United States is largely to blame for
this outrageous blot on the world's honor
—that by our shipments of arms and
smmunition to the Abyssinians we are
helping to maintain the power that
keeps thousands of men, women and chil-
dren in wicked bondage.

Abyssinia is the last home of open
slavery, says a correspondent of “The
Westminster Gazette,” one of the leading
English newspaperz, In its capital, Adis
Abeba, there are more slaves than {ree
men. The British Legation itself is full
of slaves, owned by the legation serv-
ants, who would not take service if they
were not allowed to bring their chattels
with them.

The legation eompound is Britich soil,
yet not only do slaves who enter it not
become instantly free, but if they have
escaped from their owners their owners
can and do enter it without hindrance
to recapture That is an odd
encugh fact, but a still cdder one is
that a great many of these slaves are
British subjects, captured by slave
raids into British territory.

Slave raids, however, require rifles
and ammunition, and as France, Eng-
land and Italy have bound themselves
under the arms convention of 1919 not
to supply munitions to the Abyssinians,
it is only America who is now shipping
or seeking to ship arms into the coun-
try—arms destined mainly to fill the
great Abyasinian slave markets” Today
8 large consignment of American cart-
ridges and automatic rifles is lying
at the French port of Jibuti, await-
ing the consent of the French authorities
to its transport into the interior, and
there ig resson to believe that the French
authorifics, not being very much in love
themselves with the Arms Convention
and fearing an “incident” with the
American government—which probably
knows nothing at all of the affair as yet
—may shortly give their consent.

So scandalons a state of affairs has
not, of conrse, arisen suddenly, thia
writer goea on to eay. It is only a nat-
ural ontcome of the general conditions
which exist in Abysainia to-day, and the
gitoation cannot be explained or under-
stood without some reference to the re-
cent history of the country.

Abyssinia owes the preservation of her
independence partly to the inability of
the neighboring powers to agree on any
line of policy as to her future and partly
to the great natural capucity and en-
lightenment of the Emperor Menelik,
who ruled the country for nearly a gquar-
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1580 to 1913.
Menelik built Adiz Abeba, laid out paved
roads, promoted the construction of a
railway from the coast, inutalled a
tem of telephones, built hridees and corn
mills, introduced a weater supply, 15sued
an edict against slavery, established a
bank, a school and a hospital in the
capital, and imported teachor:
tore from Egypt and elzewhere Above
all, he established a system of law and
order throughout the country, and main-
tained his authority over the provincial
governors and subchiefs.

But no sooner had he died, nine yesrs
apo, than his work fell to
pieces with almost incred-
ible rapidity, and alrendy
Abyssinia  has
into a state
prosches barbarism.
ronds have keen left
unrepaired, the
bridges have erum-
Liled, thewater mains
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have become choked
up, the mill:
out of order
a few
been sold to foreign-
crs; the hospital s
school {
hns practically
ceased te function
and the great trunk
telephone system is
monopolized by the
present Regent for
his own private use
The central govern-
ment exercizes no author-
ity that is worth mention-
ing at a grester distance
than ten miles from the
palace, and in the eapital
itself the inhabitants enjoy little or ro
securily cither for their persons or for
their poszessions, 20 that even the lega-
tions hkave to be constructed more like
forts than like private residences.

The remnants of the Menelik civili-
zatiog are steadily disappesring. No
Abyssinian nowadays, for example, from
the Regent to the lowest glave, adopts
the slightest measure of ordinary sunita-
tion. The road through the royal palace
at Adis Abeba, up which the foreign min-
isters with their glitfering staffs pass to
pay their court to the sovereign to whom
they are aceredited, is littered with
nauseous and malodorous filth. The
open spaces in the palace grounds serve
as o mere latrine for the thousands of
waiting soldiers, suitors and attendants
with which they are normally crowded.

Meanwhile, in the provinces there is
no pretense of the maintenance of order
Brigands abound, and between brig-
ands and loesl chiefe—owing merely
nominal allegiance to the central gov-
ernment—there 15 often not mucu to
choose, If life and property are not safe
in the capital they are still less safe
anywhere else.

In the days of Emperor Meneclik a
child might leave Adis Abeba with his
cow and drive it to the confines of Abys-
sinia without fear of molestation. To-

in ruins, the

a trail of dead and dying, can
be seen by any traveler in
southern Abyssinia to-day”

Above—A slave
gang flling bags
with salt for ex-
port; and on the
right, a railway
station in the
heart of the slave
country
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day it is scarcely
an exaggerition to
say that even a
Eur o pean picnie
party cannot af-

ford to be without
deadly weapons,
And if a zlave ventures outside his mas-
ter's eomponnd heis liable to be captured
and resold in some distant market

In =hort, there 15 nothing in Abyesinia
that can be described as “order,” and as
for the *law,” it i quite useless to ap-
peal to it unleas the complainant is rich
enough to purchase the justice he secks,
and even then it may still be nseless if
the defendunt hanpens to have a power-
ful protector.

Abyssinia 1s almost ns large as France
and Germany combined. It iz the home
of an ancient Christian civilization and
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it i one of the richest countries in the
world—richer, probably, than any other
country in Africu of similar size. Yet
Vast ureas are going
out of cultivation, pardy owing to brig-
andage and partly to slave raiding.
One of the writers recently pussed
through an outlving distriet, which,
when he first visited it ten years ago,
wis a remarkably prosperous and bopu-
lous country The so0il was so fertile
that the hills were terraced for cultiva-
tion. To-day it is poszsible to march
through this district for duys without
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netunl physieal astence need not b
intolerable. DBut when we loolk at the
trading which
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Jeve rmding and slave

pracede slave owning and all the

horrors which these involve
the impossible cruelty of the whole sys-
om becomes apparent, The early morn-
ingz raid by a hidden band on a peaceful
sleeping village, the smoke of the burn-
ing Huts, the cries of the women and
children, the
death or wound-
img of the men—
all "these
are still to be
seen in all their
pristine ferocity

in Abyssiniw.
Gangs of
slaves, marching
in misery and
leaving a trail of
dead and 'dying
behind them, can
be seen by any
traveler in south-
ern Abyssinia to-
day. Often the
men arve chained
together, the
women and chil-
dren dragging
themselves along
behind the mam
body. Some of these slaves are captured
on Abyssinian territory, others in British
Fast Africa, others in the Anglo-Egyp-
tian Sudan. The gangs are not as large
as they used to be, because the border

districts hpve been depopulated

One of “The Westminster Gazette's”
correspondents has seen with s own
eyes a convoy of 10,000 slaves march-
ing toward the great slave market of
Jimmn, and in the course of a single
day's march along the trail he has count-
ed the dead and dying bodiez of more
than fifty captives who have dropped by
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