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Ge orge Washi I\Qto

to odmire the versatility of George
Washington. As a warrlor and as

a statesman, allke, he won fame In the
superlative degree, and yet It Is realized
that ba showed the same exceptional
measure of abllity In the more modest
pursulis of a planter and a eountry
gquire. However, there Is one braoch
of the great man's activitles that bas
been largely overlooked by students of
the mooy-slded Washington. This con-
ceros his very conalderable uyndertakings
as an architect nod bullder—operations of
guch scope that they might almost have
sufieed for a career for aoy ordloary
cltizen,
It 18

H MERICAN peaple have never ceased

not songht, of course, to convey
the lmpresslon that the natlon’s firat
presldent was professlionally an “archl-
tect and buollder,” as we Interpret the
term today. He at no period of his life
devoted his entlro time to this profession,
nor did be depend upon It as a means of
1vellhood, Indecd, George Washington
wag clearly an amatenr rather that a
professioonl, sloce pooe of his plaoning
and bullding, so far as '8 konown, was
done for a monetary conslderation. On
the ona hand he employed his architec-
tural talent In his own private enterprises
or in those of hls relatives and friends
On the other band his judgment In bolld-
ing matters was given for the bepefit of
his country and Io npelther case did he
expect or recelve pay.

The student of hlstory may get many
inkllogs of the role George Washington
played as consulting architect to the
newly established government In the early
days of the republlc. Whashington's early
cxperlence as a surveyor—an occupation
he followed durlng much of his young
mwanhosd—gave him aplendld judgment
as to the relative qoalifications of sites
for elther public or private bofldings.
When the first Congress, confronted by
the conflleting clalms of a dozen different
commuulties was sorely puzzled to decide
upon a location for the natlonal seat of
government, George Washlogton was ap-
pealed to and it was largely becanse of
bis expresscd preferences that the pres-
ent site was chosen for the capital clty
swhich now bears nls pame

Traditlon bas It that George Washing
ton, scated on the veranda of an ele
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| vated country honse, with the panoramn
of the preseot Distriet of Columbia
spread out before bim, chose what Is
now kpnown as Caplito] HIll as the site
of the leglislative headquarters of the
government. He ployed an even more
active part In locating the Presidential
mansion, for not only did he choose the
8lte of the White House, but he personal
Iy conducted the negotiations for the pur-
chuse of the needed land, and Washlng

ton’s patlence was never more sorely
trled than by the tactics of David Burns
a canpy Beot, wbo owned the land se

lected for the Presldent's House, and
who placed a very high value on his
holdings The work of actunlly dezlgn
lug the varlons publle bulldlngs and lay
fpg out the strects and parks of the
new Federal Clty was left by Washing
ton In otber hande, but up to the time
of bls last lllness be exerclsed a general
supervislon of all sreatlve work, and bis
architectural I1deas were embodled Ino
mest of the plans drawn

Notable as wans Genernl Washington’s
work in copnectlon wlith the rearlog of
onr most conspleucus publle bulldings, It
{s, perbaps, ecarcely as Interesting, ns
portruylng the tastes of the first citlzen
of America as aop {odlvidunl, as was the
part he played In the plaonlog and con-
struetion of varlous private resldences, lo-
cated principally Jn Virginia and In what
i¥ pow Weat Virginla. For all such oper
ntlons Weshlpgton secmingly bad a predl-
lection, the patural outgrowth probably
of hls tralniog as a sorveyor, to which
reference bas been made above. There
was the farther clrcumstance, however,
that every country gentleman of the Colo-
nlal period, liviog, as did Washington, in
the comparative lIsolation of a big planta-
tion, had needs have some knnck for
architectural Iogenulty and the supervi-
slon of bulldlng construction

Even with the manor house provided,
supplementary buolldings of brick, stone
or frame constructlon had to be added
from tlme to time, and as a plantation
headquarters became a small communlty
in Itself there was the necessity for al-
most parpetual repalrs and alterationa.
Thus, whereas the mension at Mount
Vernon was not the original conception of
George Washington, havipgz been bulit by
bis half brother, Lawrence, some dozen
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yenrsa hefors It came Into the possession
of George Washington through Inherlt-
ance, the latter gave the Jmpress of his
individuality to the stately strocture nnd
nll Its surroundiogs by means of numer-
ous alterntions and improvements, both
within and without the “great house’ and
its subordinate structures. Simllarly, the
manslon at the nearby estote of Arling-
ton, although not erected untll after
Washington's  death, plainly evidences
many of his distinetlve ldeas as to archl-
tectunral arrangement. The presence of
the Washington influence In the case of
this bullding 1= readily explaloable, since
it was crected by Washlopgton Parke Cus
tls, ndopted son of George Washington,
who bad llved for vears nt Moont Ver-
non nnd had, naturally, adopted many
of the ldeas of the Father of Hls Coun-
try.

The Colonlal hemes, for the Jdeslgn and
constructlon of which George Washington
was most Inrgely respounsible, are located
In the pleturesque Shenandoah Valiey
The whole territory of whlch Charles
Town, W. Va, Is the center §s of cspe-

o Ty

clnl Interest, for George Washlngton made
the orlginal survess of all of thls land
for Tord Fairfox, nnd here, on a com
mnnding site facing the Blue Ridge Moun
talns, he oullt Harewood manslon for his
eldest brother, Samuel. George Washing
ton apent three years In the beautliful
valley, that was later to become famous
as the scenn of Sherldan’s ride, -~ All the
while he was extending his surveys, and
gradunlly he became the largest landed
proprietor In this part of the Old Domlin-
fon. Then he«dnduced his brothers, Sam-
nel, John and Charles, to llkewlise Invest
in the land. which was theno obtalnable at
very low prices

George Washington's methadlieal thorongh-
ness was well evidenced by the lelsurcly
care with which he proceceded with the
erectlon of Harewood, the constructlon
extending over a perlod of three yenrs,
from 155€¢ to 1858, Inclusive. For all that
this manslon was so carefully planned
and well bullt, 1t Is not teday lo as good
a state of preservatlon as most of the
other houses for tho erection of which
George Washlngton was responsible. How-

ever, the decadence of this one time gzm-
mer home of Presldent Washington has
heen due to neglect rather than to uny
inherent defect In constructlion, and n
movement {8 now on foot to restore the
bullding, which, by the way, was the
scene of the wedding of Jamea and Dolly
Madison.

Two miles from Harewood s Clay-
mount which, thanks to Its excellont state
of preservation, Is now accounted George
Washington's architectural masterplece
George Washington drew the plans for
thla manslon, bot did oot supervise Its
constructlon, which was carrled on by a
relatlve. The manor honse consists of a
central bulldiog of brlek with two com-
modlous wings, and on each slde a eep-
arnte two-story buflding connected with
the long rectangular buildipg by n brick-
wnlled courtyard 20 feet square, Tue con-
nected  bulldings, which are all con-
structed almost wholly of yellow brick,
have nn aggregate length of 250 feet. On
the north front of this expansive struc-
ture conly a stone entrance portico re-
llevea the rather severe ontllnes, but a

90-foot veranda, two-storles In height,
stands out consplcuously on the south
front.,

George Washington’s partinlity for n

spacious hall as a desirable architectural
detall I8 Indicated by the dimenslons of
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this apartment at Claymonnt It 1s
parallel with the front of the bouse and
40 feet In length by 20 feet In wlidth
The oak walnscoting of the walls s a
feature, the carved panels extending to
the celllog, whieh Is finlshed In the game
wood. Openlng from the hall, opposite
the maln entrnnece, are the drawlng-room
and llbrary, while an arch under a grace-
ful stalrease serves as the entrance to a
passage that leads to the dinlog-room and
the tearoom or breakfast-room ndjoloing.
Visftors to the house are, ns a rule, most
deeply Impreased by the study which
adjoing the Ifbrary  This apartment occu-
ples the full wldth of the bailding, and
consequently has windows on three sldes.
At elther end Is a large, open fireplace.
In many of the rooms there may be ch-
served ldeal examples of that white woed
work which ls one of the most attractive
features of the Ideal colonial house
Distant abont twelve miles from Clay-
mount {8 Audley, another one of the his-
torle homes of the Washingtons and one
which has always been of more than
ordinary Interests to archlitects and others
because of its novel floor plan. The house
at Audley s not Imposing in exterlor ap-
pearance, nor Is it of the most famlillar
Coloulal type, belog but one story In
height. The fleor plan nbove referred to
conforms to tho ouotlines of the letter
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H. An Immense Arawing room and an
almogt equally spaclons dinlng room oc-
cupy the entire front of the house, cor-
respondlog to one of the parallel llnes of
the capital H. A loog broad hall, cor-
respooding to the cross bar of the H
conoects thesa rooms with the other
¥ectlon of the house which Is devoted to
sleeping apartmenta

No mentlon of the regldences for which
George Washlogton bas stood SpONsoOr
would be In any senae complete without
reference to  Woodlawn, a charmiog
Colonlal manslon located in  Culpeper
Connty, Virgiola, about five miles from
Mount Vernon This manor hounse, which
i today In the most excellent state of
preservation, s generally acconnted, next
to Moont Vernon, the most sigoificant of
all the Washington homes becavse of the
fact that It representa a labor of love
on the part of the diatingulshed architect-
bullder. Gen. Washington Gtullt Wooed-
luwn a8 n weddlog gift for his favorite,
Nblly Custls, his adopted danghter, upon
whem centered the most demonstrative
nffection of Washington's later life. The
maio bullding at Woodlawn 13 of pure
Colonial deslgn and (s forty by sixty
feet In size. There is a vernnda at the
main entrance, a spaclous hall and all
the other well-known features of this
style hablitation including the wings, con-
pected by corridors with the maln struc-
ture, these wings belng little more than
one story in belght while the central por-
tlon has a helght of two storfes. The
whole strycture 18 of brick

George  Wasbington gets credit for
“Octagon Honee,”” which Ia located a
fow squares from the White House at
Washington and 18 today one of the show
places of the capital city. The natlon's
first Chief Maglatrate lald off the ground
In tbis viclolty and prepared the orig-
Inal plans for the manslon although It
wias left to anotoer nrchbitect to carry
out these plans. Octagou House, which
was temporarily vsed ns the Presidential
Mangslon after the British soldlers burned

the White House In 1814, derives Its
aame from Its octagonal form Bulldings
of wuwnnsual outline seem to have been

something of o fad with Architect George
Washington. He Dbullt a slxteen-sided
barn at Mount Vernon and the mill
which he constructed on that estate was
likewlse many slded.
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ITH the approval of Presldent

Roosevelt and the hearty co-opera-

tlon of the patrlotic socleties of the
country, the proposed Natlonnl Highway
fromn Washington to Mt. Vernon will goon
ba an accomplished fact, unless some-
thiog unforeseen happens. This brond way
from Washington to Mt. Vernop is plao-
ned as a memorlal to George Washing-
ton and blds falr to rival the most fam-
ous road of history—the Applan Way of
Rome,

Of all cities In the country Washington
bas a larger number of tourlsts ench year
than any other. Every straoger who
visits the Natlonal capital Is snxlons to
visit the tomb of the Father of His
Country, and sce with his own eyes the
bistoric relles In the homo of the first
Iresldent of the Unplted States, which
occuples a commanding position on the
FPotomae River fifteen miles below Wash-
iongton,

There are two ways of reaching Mt
Vernon. One 18 by means of an electric
rallroad that offers bot scant view of the
many beautles of the surrounding coun-
try and tbe other {8 by boat which af-
fords a view only of the broad Potomae
and the wonded shores oo elther slde.
A broad Highway between the two places
of National Interest has long been a
cherished dream of the patriotic.

For many years patriotic socleties have
been bLringlog the matter before Con-
grees for action, but uotll 18 no action
was tnken. At that time Cobpgrese ap-
propriuted ten thousand dollars for the
porpose of haviog surveys made of a
pumber of proposed routes. As a result,
Gen. Peter €. Ha'ns, who was at that
time Epgineer Ofiicer In charge of Public
Bulldings and Grounds, placed a com-
petent force In the fleld and three sur-
veye with intersecting lines were made.
These surveys were reported to Congress
by the President and no further actlon
was teken uontll the present seeslon of
Congress when the Virginla Legislature
upecarthed an old claim against the United
Btates for money lent by the State to the
First Coogress at the instance of George
Washlogton for the purpose of bullding
the Capltol. This som amonated to
$120,000, Investigation of United States
records in the Treasnry Department
showed thnt the clalm was a just one

The Virgiola Legislature passed o bill
Bome months ago deeding to an aesocla
tlon which had beeo lucorporated as the
Mt. Veruon Avenue Asseclation its right
and title to this woney and asking Con-
Eress to turn the monbey over to the As-
soclation for the purpose of bullding a
grand Natlopal Highway from Wasbing-
ton to Mt Vernon

Representative €. C. Carlln, of Vir-
Elola, who has been connected with the

Mt. Vernon Assoclation sloce the fo-
gzl'f';‘l'l)' t'“‘enly years 08go, Iotroduced

owin

DPresent seny o::l:ll in Congress during the

Be It enacted by the Senpate and House

of Representatives of the United States
of Amerlca {o Congress assembled

That out of any money 1o the Treasury
not atherwise npproprinted the Secretary
of the Treasury Is hereby authorized and
directed to pay to the Treasurcr of the
Mt Vernon Avenue Aszocintlon, chartered
by the laws of Virglola, sald Mt Vernon

Avenue Assoclation belug the assignes
of the State of Virglola, the sum of
$120,000, with luterest at elx per cent.

per anoum, from the dates of the ro-
spectlve advances made by the state of
Virgiola untll pald, belog the sum loaned
by the State of Virginia, to the Uplted
States, through Presldent George Wash-
Ington, and used for the purpose of con-
structing public bulldings of Washlington,
District of Columbla, for the ufe of the
Federal Governwent, which eald appro
priation shall be In foll satisfactlon and
payment of the amount heretofore clalwed
by the Btate of Virglula on sald account,

That the money hereby approprinted
and directed to be pald to the sald aa-
slgoee of the State of Virginia shall he
expended in Inylng out, opening, con
strocting and for the hinprovement of a
public aveoue and highway from Wash.
Jjugton, District of Columbla, to the tomb
of Washington at Mount Vernon, as de-
scribed In the charter of the Mount Ver-
non Avenue Assoclation,

That sald assoclation may construct {ts
avenue through the Arlington estate by
such routes and under such supervision as
:{!nll be approved of by the Sccretary of

ar

That the cost of constrocting gald
avenne through the Arllogten estate, to
An amount not cxceedlng $50,000. shall
be pald cut of the Treasury, out of any
money not appropriated and in addition to
the sum heretofore appropriated upon the
certificate of the Secretary of War

That thig act shall be ln force from its
passage.

When Representative Carlin’s blll was
fotroduced to the House It was referred
to the Committee of Claims. The iast
week In Jonuary Representative Carllo
requested that conslderation of the report
of the Committee of Clalms on the bill be
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made the order of business for February
22 (Washington's Birthday),

Speaker Cannon sald that he 414 not see
any veascn why the bill should not recelve
conslderation on that day, and made the
order. Conecurrent with the presentation
of the blll fo the House, Seoator Martin,
of Virginia, lotroduced a similor bill In
the Seuate, which was passed upanimous
Iy by that body

Represcutative Carlin comes from the
old Alexandria distrlet, and while still a
young man hus mede bimsclf felt In
Congress He sald recently Ic reference
to the blll

“I conslder the obtalolng of a highway
from Washington to Mount Verncn as my
life work Furthermore, I would be
pleased to retlre Into private life were 1
the rann who eould bring thls boon to
tho Amerlcan people, for from my youth
I bave been a member of the Mount
Vernon Avenue Assoclation, and T have
always reallzed the connectlng link that
thls roadway wonld prove between the
bome of our Orst sod grentest president
and the eclty that beara his name. One
thiog of which we Virglnlans can never
be accused of Is a lack of patrlotism. [
Am a patriot first and a Virginlan after-

ward. This I conslder a rather good
comblnation. In my boyhood I traveled
wany times to Mount Vernon, saw the

relles of George Washington there, and
I might say sat at the footstool of the
father of my country and lmbibed my
democracy and my patriotiam In those Im-
pressive surroundings. The Mount Vernon
Assoclation was organized 1o the office
of my employers when I was a law stu-
dent I was nn Interested spectator of
the first meeting. The assoclation has
been working quietly and unostentationsly
to attalo results and has been snccessful
in dolog much prellminary work. The sur-
vey wuade under the directlon of General

Halns was as cowmplete, and ls today,
as could be made. The work was very
exbaustive and shows three different

routes
‘The most plaueible plan, 1o my opinlon,
after years of study, ls the west route,
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running  from the Aqueduet Bridge,
through Arlington and by the Eplscopal
The cal Seminary to Mount Veroon

“When the bill {8 brought up befere tho
House for conslderntlon from the Com
mittee on Clalme, I know the House will
take prompt action, for the I’resldent and
several leading Republlicans of the House
not only Indorse {t. but promise me thelr
bearty support. The day followlog the
Presldent’'s famous ride to Warrenton,
Va., 1 had occaslon to eall on him at the
White Honse and Jocularly remarked that
the roads were pretty stffr The Presl-
deot replled that be thought the roads
will be much better when ey blll s
passed

Senator  Martin, whose bill passed
through the Senate, as the lttle boy sald,
“llke a streak of MNghining,” I« ap en
thuslast for the proposed Applan Way.
He snld:

When 1 introduced the bill In the
Eenate, T hagd & good business proposition
and that body saw It. The State of Vir
glnla, whieh T a8 a Senator represent In
the opper body, and whose affalegs I am
bound to look after, had a just bill
agniust the Unlted States for the sum of
$120,000, and 1 proceeded to collect It 1
think It s u splendid proposition for the
United States to bave had the use of that
money for se leng and to now have It pot
to such a practical and patriotic use. The
State of Virginla only recelves the money
back through the Mount Vernon Avenue
Assoclation for the purpose of maklng
a grond boulevard from the Natlon's capl-
tal to the home of Washington,

Owners of property along the proposed
routes have slgpifed thelr intention of do
nating the right of way wherever ft will
be necessary to diverge from the county
reads. The county commissioners of both
Alexandria ond Falrfax countles, through
which the proposed bighway is to pass,
ure all favorable to the proposition.

According to the survey referred to by
Mr. Cuarlin, which was mnde by Geperal
Ilalns, three routen Were proposed The
east route rupning nlmost dircetly along
the bnnk of the Potomace, possesses mony

englnecring problenis thut would entall an

excellent

On thls routs the hils-
torlc old clty of Alexandria would be
pnssed. bot experts In these problems
contend that It would not be desirable to
have the Applap Way pass throngh any
eity, as questions of jurlsdietion would al-
ways bhe coming up between the clty and
the United States aothoritles  The ftem
of malutecnance and the proper division of
expense for policlng s also a problem
that Unplted States authorities would not
wish to toke hold In copjunction with
anunicipal authoritles,

rhe middle route hos very few ndvantages
and 18 undesirable from a patriotle stand-
polnt, becavge it would cut off the better
part of the Arhington, the famous grave-
yard of military dead anud the home once
owned by Gen. Robert E. Lee,

The route which Representative Carlin
considers the hest presents few englneer-
Ing problems, only one Lirldge belug neces-
sary anywhere, aod of gmall construction
at that. This ronte runs through Arling-
ton and passes some of the most famous
homes o that section of the Old Dowminion
glate,

Colonel Bromwell, superinteoaent of pub-
e bulldings and grounds in the District
of Colnmbia and chief mllitary nld to the
president, s nn englueer oficer of tho
Army who has made good Although at
the present time his lfe Is cast In pleas-
ant places, he has experlenced oll the
hardest work that comes to an officer in
s branch of the service. Is would ke
to bulld thig proposed Applnn Way. Re
cently he sald, when discussing the mat-
ter:

“T consider the proposed Natlonal Higk-
waoy to Mouut Vernon an admimble and a
patriotic undertakipg nnd I am heartlly In
favor of the project. It wlill prove a good
thing for the clty of Washington, for the
Stiate of Virginla and for the whole United
States, as well as proving a valuable ad-
ditlon to the beautlful park system of the
District of Columbis. Of course it Is a
queation for Congress to declde whether
the state of the Treawury warrants such
an expendituro of mooey st this time for
thls purpose. It would be, however, un

CNOrmous expense

thing to make lwmedlate ar-

rangements for bullding the bighway, so
that when the funds are available there
wlill be po deiay In carrylog the work to
4 speedy completion.

“I conslder 1t a stralght government
proposition, for while Washingtor was
a soo of Virglnla, be was the first com
monder of the armies of the United
States, the first president of the United
States and will always remaln tha frst
citizen of this republle. It would be
only falr that the state of Virginla
should donate the right of way The
bulldipg and malatenance of the bighway
should be In the bands of the Federal
government, w.th coocurrent police jor-
{sdlctlon along its ronte

“My suggestion would be that the right
of way for the road should be £0 feet
wide This wonld admit of a roadwoy
20 feet wlde and allow plenty of room
for dralnage and parking 1 have not
personelly examined any of the routes
proposed, but 1 bave studied very care-
fully the sorvey wmade under General
Holns, and I am satlefied such a road
as 1| suggest could be constructed for
£300,000. Of course, 1 do not mean Lo
say that the road would be everytbing
that conld be desired in the way of
Iandscape gardening nnd other matters.
Eut coce u good highway Is cowpleted
the goveroment will take care of the
rest
“My estimate on the cost of construc-
tlon 18 bused on the mccomplishment of
the New York satate road bullders, and
by the way they are bullding roads,
whose repoits show that It costa about
$1,0M0) a mlle for cach foot of width to
constrpet a4 mocadam  roandway This
means for a 20-foot roadway an expen-
diture of £20,000 a mile, As I gald, I
bave not been over the roads and am
pot famillar with the engloeering prob-
lemus that would bave to be salved; but
I understand that the grade ou the west
routé Is good aud that only ons bridge
is necessary.

“Munuy of the former plans for the
bulldlog of the Mt Vernon roadway
have been too monumental, and Con-

—

With the advent of the practical aero
plane and the present rush to construct
pnol one or a dozen, but bundreds of aero.
planes after the models of the Wright
brothers, a sclentific study of the alr
itself. its currents, 1ta pecullaritics as
regards acroplane salllng nod other prac
tical questions are belng noted carefully.
The results of these studies by the master
navigators of the alr will eveotualiy be-
yond a question of a doubl be used as
books of instruction for the men who will
be employed to eall seroplanes just as

profeasional chauffeurs pow bandle the

NAVIGATING AIRSHIPS

avtomobile

The prineipal problem presented to the
acrial sallor, or pllot, comes from the
established fact that the atmosphere I8
broken up into ascending and descending
columus of alr, These are brought about
whenever there 1x o differcoce In the
temperature of the air on the surface of
the earth and In the clouds above the
globe.  These ascending and descending

curreots of afr are what make handling
the geroplane difficult.

Meaupy lessons o alr navigation have
beéen learned by the experts frem the

bebavior of big birds when they pass
through these varylog columns of ascend-
Ing and descending alr ecurrents. For
instance, an engle hos been ohserved to
enter a current of alr that waus nscend-
ing rapldly and go stralght forward yet
the eagle, while keeping the mame dis-
tance from the earth, Was actually falling
in the alr current shout fve mlles an
hour

The bird was really falling slowly
through a column of akcending alr and
manipulated its wings 0 as to fall the
proper amount and yet continue forward

townards Its destination with lttle loss
of speed or distance. In other words,
birds that fly great dlstances fnvarlably
geck the ascending alr currents and then
are forced mercly te maintaln thelr bal-
apce while slowly dropplog through the
asconding alr. In this way they really
balance themselyes slowly on the coluwn
of alr and the uprushing of the alr cur-
rent does the vast majority of the vfnrk
needed to maintain the birds aloft. When
once out of the ascending alr curreot the

birds are forced to work thelr \\‘Iu:s.tlt
exbausting speed to keep uloft, and even

- PROBLEMS FOR AERIAL SAILORS.

then are hrooght very close to the gronnd
If the descending eurrent is widespread
and very strong

The stoudy of these air corrents and
the methods of making use of them wlll
doubtiess In yenrs to come be reduced to
o practical sclence, and expert alr pllots
will be able to make great speed by scek.
Ing the proper afr currents. Of course,
delleate fpstruments  will have to be
carried for the air pllots to see just what
the atmosphere {s dolog, ascendiog or
descendlng, and the rte of progression
forward and both upward and downward
of the varlous atmospheric currents.

B AATE I S AT 7T

gress has been afraid to take any action

on necount of the large sums requested.

1 am sousfled, however, that tho road
would have been bullt many years 8go
It the money asked was avallable, A
20-foot rondway I8 sufcient for all the
present needs of the people. Carrlages,
nytomoblles and wagons, with such &
rondway, conld pass each other without
the slighteat Inconvenlence

Many plans have been suggested for the
beautifylng of the propesed right of way
—the most practical belng the soggestlon
of the Mt. Vernon Avenne Assoclation.
By its adoptlion cach state and territery
in the Unlop would bave a hand io maln-
talnlng the parkway on either slde. The
plan Is to glve to cach state the right to
bulld apd malntaln along the highway a
bulldlng which will act as a permanent
exhiblit of the commercial, mineral and ag-
rleolturnl possibllities of the state so rep-
reseuted.

The strange thiog to nll visitors to
Mount Vernon hns been the Impossibility
of golog there without the pse of a publie
conveynnce. Many of the couples golog
there and who wish to travel on the “two's
company—three's a crowd plan” by taxi-
cab or earriage aro among the cloes that
go to Wushington once In a lfetime and
that time Is after the ringlog of thelr
wedding bells. A cooductor on one of
the Washlogton-Mount Vernon cars sald
;‘ec(-nlly when approached on the sub-
ect

“Do I earry many brides and grooms?
Well, I guess yes. We get them all—
elther coming or golng. You see If they
go from Waoshlogton to Mount Vernon
on the hoat they come back on the car
fo order to see what they, poor souls, enll
the ‘scenery’ of the country. Of course,
the company nevoer figured on the scenery
proposition when It was bullding this
rond. We hog the Potomae pretty nigh
all the way from Alexandria to the gate
at Mount Verncn, and after some years
of work aloog this line I must admit that
I don't care much for such scenery. But
I can spy the pewly-married ng soon as
they come foto the ear for, besides the
hushand's store clothes and unbroken
patent leather shoes he wears a self-con-
sclous look. And then she tries to steal
ber lttle hond ioto his swhen she thinks
nobody I leokiog but 1 am pext all
right. But then the poor thllig‘l are
strangers a long way from home. :

“A long way from home, did you eay?”
“Yes, slrree, the majority of the couplen
that come here are from way off. Ordl-
nary people in the West are better off
than wo are back here and they travel
farther. Indlana, Illinols, Missourl, Iowa
and Nebraska people come here generally
after they get marrled. But the one
visit sntisfles them. They spend a week
or ten days In Washiogton and never
come back.”

A good argument, lndeed, for the coplds
{n Congreas who would make the way of
?nrpy lovers casler and more wonder-
ul.
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