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DIRDS ARE THE gz
~y ORIGINATORS J##**

American birds are the oricinators
of American ragtime. This i1s Lhe
opinion of Henry Oldys, blological
expert of the United States Depart-
ment of Agricultire and lecturer for
the Audubon foclétles throughout
the country
The correct way to state the prop-
ositlon, however, Oldys sivs, §s that
American rag time, as well as most
primitive songs, Is taken from the
trille, warbles and whistling of the
birde. He declares that often he
has heard the Lirds particularly the
Ealtlmore Orlole;, sing =natches of
some popular ragztime alr
Oldys cites tluslratieons: from the
musie pf—* wlfinasnijons and
tribes, n LBk -t Lem with the
bird gongs Ia & wcuner which =l 2
a striking resemblance betwoen
lhem. And, as evervone knows, the
principlea of American rag tn
wera taken from the music of the
negroes and the American Indian.
The pecullar syncopation of this
iype of music s found in the rudest
Kinds of folk songs, which are the
closest to nalure.
Oldys, if nnyone,
Twenty years nzo,
his health, for recreation
cause of hls love of hird
lo go out In the felds
and study their hablt
learned ore about the :
creatures his interest &rew  until
fnally it became all alsorbing
Ife would sit up all night o »
for someo pecullar habit of
He has studied wild birds
the United States and kr
phase of thelr lHvea, And with W
study and the growing familiarity
with thelr music came tho idea that
thelr songs could be transialed Into
the notes, chords and scales of
kind,
Armed with a stop
and pencll, he set alu
down tho songs Sometimes
take him wecks to get the
notes for one bird, but he nev
save up uniil he knew his transl
tion way accurate, oven to the cighth
notes and rests, In Lhis mannor he
his collected thousinds of bird
Eongs, some of which nre heard bt
Eeldom .
Tulk to Oldyy about Birds and his
eye brightene, his whaole ma
comes anlmated and before sou re-
Blize jt, Oldys hos the loor nnd 1s
lunehed Into (Wil awlng on Nis fa-
Yurite tople e will elear up Any
IMtln doubt ahout any bird If It rests
In humun knowledge to (do so, 1l
talks with cqual facllity upon the
bologien) facts. eoncerning bied
thelr artistle and  thelr cconomic
Yalues,
ALL BIRDS BUT SPARRROWS
HAVE ECONOMIC VALUE.
Yer, he suve thut birds ) n
onomlc value, that s all but tho
iglish sporrow. whose very nome
8 Lo him annthema And he hns the
ures to prove his statamonts and
these grounds be s making n
mpalgn through the couniry Lo
¥¢ Lthe wild birds, even the crow
L "The (nterest in birds In spread-

e decliures Oldyvs, “and | do not
; (bllbl but ‘that In a few ycars wo

“* OF RAG TIME! &

Henry Oldys, Biological
Expert of the Department of
Agriculture, Tells How
Our Liveliest Melodies May
Be Traced to the
Throats of Warblers of the
Field.

SCARLET TANAGER

SONG SPARROW
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i hove every thinking cltizen y Every device to path of the greatest annual mizra- love them, as everrone kr
the United States nroused to the ne- at ot bird s employed, Ford even tlon, and they have the most splen- slranzp thought it mey

essily of preserving Lhe songsters, goinz mso far as to install an elec- dld opportunity of anpy section of 15 nothing more Interesting
le heater o keep a pond open In the United States to attract those averags boy than birds
OLE S5 =age recently the winter timo =0 Cthat the birds birds tn them axiom that eversy bioy is g
roukod zrewt Inlerest by Wer Jdedi- may have fresh drinking water and

=t
lenst i

An example of the economle nge, but 1t |s also true
ol ol Islind off the coast of a place to bathe h

nent cost her 115 cently enacted legislution protect- natlon by the Depariment of Agrl- him It will fur overshadow

m Mellhonpy AVBTY Ing birds In fore countrics culture chemists of tho stomachs of NEOry

wima p . . . London and Berlin sire In the fore- 4 brooll of young wWrena It was “As our fty I

for thera muy he front of Lhix movement Recent|y found thet in 4 perlod of fourteen and - the area of t1od. torritory

percentuge of the p German baron set aslda a part of dayvs in the nest they had ecaten credecn, the birds are
1

wa Importations from
sens Lhat really are

r does not know the differ-

value of bhirds to the coutitry was boy |s n born naturalist,

to the birds The s Pliitsburg and Memphls have re- revealed not long 880 by an exami- the latter instinct Is awakened many s ready

wa have much work ta do In Parix
Onee we gol the Freich allies with
us we'll have the fight ‘won

for our own temporary ben-

ppearing white herons, his estate for o bird purk, and last 6,000 perniclous  in . nmong nesting places and consequently
1088 wWho come 2

immune from. huntors It I8 from vear there were counted 500 differ- which were 600 out worms And decreasing In numbers

:.H g2 birds that algrelies are } enl spoules A slgnificant thing overy farmor knows that the cut ately The best menans «
The worst feature of the stle about the baron's actlon was the worm [a one of hla worst onemios, them back Is to restore
tunting that the plumoer must t freodom of his estates from the and the hardest with which to deal fng sites and improve them §
taken from the mother bhirds whi caterpillar plasue which devastated “1t {8 very easy to attract wrens artificial alds known lo man
they nre caring for their voune, n large ssction of Germany a fow s the home All that 1s necessary *“The extinctlon aof

.rlr ¥ not only Killing the old bird: Years aogo The birds ate every in. 1e to Bulld a house for them, but birds Is looked upon
but letting her brood starva to scct. which  crossed the baron's care should be takon to maoke thae Americans as none of our
death or exposing It to the attacks voundary line, while the country entrance very amall, or the English as most of these birds live In for-
of the wild animals that prey on round was siripped of every living SpATTOWS, or— plnrl(il‘:ring anlmals, olzn countries It 1a very
birds’ nests sign of vegalation. will destroy them our business, however.
“Henry Ford, In Detrolt, has gel “This Iden cught especlally to ap- "_\“ra;“.ng birds to  tha cltles “The sale of tha natlve
aslde 4,000 acres for a bird park, peal to the cliles In the Missiasipp) means an added means for the edu- plumage Is forbidden by
which Is of tremendous wid In beau- Valley, for they lle directly o the cation of the chlldren. The girls there are hundreds of plumes sold

eonild b nothling more e

he able o got the plotures

tham and learn

2, Just the same A= human ba=
How many people know that

go throush s¢t forms of fisure

movements, much In the manner of
the unelvillzed tribes, and even ths
follkk dances of cultured nations?
They do

For example, tnke the alhatrosa
ar faimou danvers, Two
will approach and bow. Then
will elrcle Tound oné another
ad. Coming close, they fence

vith their Wills. Then one tucks his

ill under his winz nand the other

snaps his Bbill The N bird then
rises on hiz toes, 1iftz his LU in the

r, and groans, whila number two

either keeps on snapping his bill or
folns |n the groaning. They both

n bow and end the dance Some-
ir ' varied when ons
up atwig and »ffers it to
The xecond bird alwaye
. but inds another twiz and
it to his T This also
A; the oo

v dance 15
man hows to an
11 bow back,
voly, as If expecting the man to
sin the dance And the moving
yron taken of Lisutenant Scott's
sirion into the Antarclic show
dancing on the snew with

penguin

‘“Within ten pears, i we do not
sp the ruthless slaughter now go-
= on and offer the birds aideanate
from fifteen to twenty-
t beautiful specles
rminntled Wa can't
anything through tha
It plumes are fashion-

- wear them.
it je impossible to  pollée tha
for, In spite of the most
neent nop-export laws, plumea
» {nte the trading centers
! New Yorl Beriln  and
‘rie. We must stop the importa-

tion, however, and world-wlde ac-

tlan will heo necessary

Public sentiment is the enly way

with which to do this England
has made nine attempls In the last
flye woars to stop bird slaughtler,
ind & bill now before Parllament
appears tp have a good chance of

ing: Australia two yenrs ago
action, and the recent United
(tes tarift Bill helped mich Ger-
to pass the laws, but

“Algratte clipping on the docks jn

U'nitedq Statez ports s a  drasile
measurs, but it 1s deeded. I harsh
Eleps weore not taken we neoever
wanld b able to make the women

weniza the law. but by the time
hundred or so wamen huve Iost

their plumes In a publie manner tha
rost will think twice before spend-
Ine thelr money on the Continent
tor articles which they cannot bring
inta the ecountry, Then a Iarge
part of the European trade will b
stopped and a source of income To
the thap keepers stopped Thay'll
have to invent new styles which
don't |nclude feathers™ -




