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Wouldn t you like to be a moun-Bal- n

climber?
How gran, it would be to leave

the city with nil Its dirt and smogo
Bend rhmh to Hie heights where theIB pun shines . clearest and where

Mho sky Is of the di pi ' blue and
.the ..ir Is pun- I rom tho summit

you could look il.jwn on the world
' below, watch the storm creep up

the valleys Mnd eee the glorious
itunrlses and sunsets. Since the day
when William Tell pictures the
beauties of the Alps, poets and prose

rarritera have written volumes
the wonders of the moun-- J

tain peaks; but listen to the tale of
Hudson Stuck, the M rt man to
reach the topmost summit In all

--America.
I "As we neared the top wo
breath.'. win, in. i easing difficulty ,V

he say 'When the sun sank bc-- ,
low imri.-n- it n c so terrl-Bjbl- y

cold we suffered Intense
agon:. . (n.-- . r, ,, tne ry
It became so hot It was almost un-

endurable. The reflection of the sun
sgalnst the snow and Ice struck our
faces like a knife. Our nostrils and
Hps w r re rut and We

fimcared grease and lampblack on
our faces to protect ourschcj from
the r. :b-- r ,! -- ait the protect- -

tlon fff.rdej Was only slight.
' ,..r In ads were roasting

Jn th- terr:fir ciin our fcct were
freezing against the Ice and sn.w.
We had to rest every few steps he-- I

flUse f the rare atmosphere whichI Hid not afford us enough oxygen lo
' Icon'lnue our I'.ors. At last wo

fl teach"'. the summit r pitched
JieroH'Ui- - ih n i w unconscious."1 I That was the (Inlsh of Stuck's re-- i

karkahle race to the summit of
I UWt. McKinl.-- lasl June But the

Mother par's of his Journey were
as is The trip to Mt

, McK.i.ley is an undertaking in
Itself that none i u t the bravest of

.. men need attempt. The summit isI BCSuri feet aboe evel of the
lea. I'niii.e treat mountains
Whle t s.- from a high plateau It

rlf. s fr..m among a lot of smaller
Hi beaks nd the climber must make
rh Ihe climb almost from sea level.
K4 The trip to Mt McKlnley Is made

ever terribly rough country. Streams
nust be forded and crossed Moun-- u

lain mr.crf' must be scaled. Can-
yon in ust i.e i. ridged. Before the
Hlsco.cry of ureal quantities of gold
In Al.i.-'.;- Mt was un- -

know n. The fe.-.r- phles of our time
I paid that Mt. St Ellas was tho hott-

est lii North Amerlea. TheI lllghcst peak on the American Con-- it

llm-n- was n the Andes.
I Miners crossing the great divides

aw It. M- Kin lev first. It was
Hame-- in hr.nor of President Mc- -

survev ..rs from a great
MKlnleI with transits measured lis (aj, height and found It was the king
m of all American mountains.

j The Duke of Abruzl came from
I Italy .mil scaled Mt. Ellas, but with

II tho (lKrn',. ry ih .t Mt. McKlnley
was higher. It became the am- -

bltlon of jtl en lure loving men to
fi climb i ne )iUTUr peak. Parties set

out from Fairbanks and after terrl-e- n

ble pri ' in found a trail to the
- Hoot of the p'.-k-. That took years.
l3f Belmore Browne lost his provision
HJ Brain of ponies in f the at- -

& temp?.
m STUCK II THREE
I BEN IN PARTY.

0K When the lir.ally was reached
BJ attempts were m ide to elimb it.
,'ri, Belmore P.rowr.e and Prof. Herschel
iaH Park. r ainc within 00 t of
jgl teaching the t..; v.b.n they were

jflj breed to retreat.
,gj "I :! w;ri 1 p.'.rfv of two

Srhlto men and an Indian boy.''
ays Stuck. "Wo made weeks of
re p : a t n for t l;o trip. Then we

fl fcperlenced what to the average
tt0i aty man vr e great peril In

jetting v.Hhn rlk!ng distance of
be peak My :i)'-- were all trained

! e hirdshlps rf the Northland and
fcl' Bo!, '.ith uncomplaining

ertini.je.
Z9M M'Then wo began our dash tnr the

ap. Indee-i-
, it vi, like a dash.

t9 UTere you ever exhausted by run-S- B

ling' Have yon .seen the rac-R- g

man finish a long distance race
, rith a dash? As ho comes in for

ha finish he feeU .11 the time he
Hi exhausted. His muscles refuse to
.tttt rork. but his u In.J whips them on.

nljj iong before we reached the top we
rere in his condition. It got 60

e ball-- , oar in Ind ..aid not whip us
tfttf' i th" tnp and we lnd to stop and
rli' est until we eov.1-- go on
Sr' "Mt MeKmie- la. k' only n few
iti kunnrci feet of four mlle
latf Itraigi.t up In the air. Imaglno
t&4 roureif straight up four miles In
)f. be a Ir a I, ei if. ;iU lit.- our
tie Ifflculties. Tiie a.r we ,,re used to
jjH' ireathmg Is down n- ir sea level
ttijftf !he Ki'-- ma ir.r.i of the popul-
ate Ion of the world es less than

100 a the . For ecn-(-

ira v. ustomed our-lt-

elve.- to 'bii-.- air of almost
rtirt1 a level density.
HJ p'Wi- were suddenly In air of ever

lecreaslng ibn-ltv- At first the
9J Umblns was ea?y. The actual go- -

!jM Eg up did not affect us. To men
7j lied to the rlcoroi.s life of the

Hasl.an frontier, climbing Is noth- -

' Bg w as climbing In rarlfled air
JlLjj aat made our work dlfflculL
'y "p-.ei- tin-.- - ."ir barometer
5 howed we had climbed 1.000 feet ir.

WM Sight I took photographs of 'he
Bountaln and the lay of the ground

Mr Kin lev Ilea close to the
Circle and our accent was made

t

was discredited by Stuck.
Scenes ,of the climb up the
mountain.

Jurt beforo midsummer. Conse-
quently Uie days were very long.
As you know the sun shines twenty-fou- r

hours on the Arctic Circle In
midsummer.

' The short nights, however, wcro
entirely too long. We could not car-
ry enough to keep ourselves warm
and wo suffered Intensely from the
terrible cold. One of tho things j
had to prepare for was enough to
eat. Browne and Parker failed of
reaching the summit because they
did not. have enough to eat. Tho
food had to be carried with us to
tho summit. Ah we neared the sum-
mit the labor of carrying the food
together with tho labor of contin-
uing the sieep ascent overtaxed us.

"We finally had to carry our pro-
visions In relays. First we tried car-
rying them in two relays, but wo
finally had to change to three re-

lays. We would carry all wc could
to a certain point and then return
for more. The third time wo would
carry the remainder. That made us
do the final climbing three times.
With slow steps we would finish our
final trip and rest before starting
on a new relay.

"As we ascended the mountain
peak we noticed differences from
observations made by( Browne and
Parker Our photographs did not
agree with theirs. Then r n Biem-bere- d

there had been an earthquake
and the contour of parts of the
mountain were greatly changed.
Browne and Parker certainly were
fortunate In not reaching the lop.
Had they done so they would hve
been caught by the earthquake and
killed. They w-rr- . fir enough down
the mountain when the earthquake
came to escape uninjured.

"As we walked our feet became
numb. Had anyone remarked that
his fet wore freezing It would have
meant the end of the trip, buf nil
remained silent on the mailer.
Each thought he was the only one

suffering and resolutely refused to
tell the others eo as not lo spoil the
ascent.
AMERICAN FLAG WD
cross o THE simm it.

"At last we reached the summit.
After taking observations and pho-
tographs wc raised nn American
flag on a pole with a cross on it and
retraced our step. As we went
down the mountain wo determined
to ascend the north summit which
Is the one nearest to Fairbanks and
is visible from Fairbanks. It t

about 800 feet lower than tho south
summit.

"W hat I wished to do was to ver-
ify a report of some miners that
they had climbed to tho top of that
peak and raised a fourteen-foo- t
pole there. These miners thought a
fourteen-foo- t pole would be visible
from Fairbanks, fifty miles away.
When they planted the pole they
descended and before they reached
the foot of the peak saw they could
not see the pole themxelvos. They
told other miners of their ascent,
but were laughed at.

"I knew- - these miners and knew
they spoke the truth. 1 wished to
champion them and that Is why I
was going to climb the north sum-

mit. Had these miners known II I

believe they could have climbed
the south summit and beaten me
there. They knew nothing of scien-
tific matters, but they had great

endurance and cured nothing for
hardship. As we were preparing to
ascend tho north summit one of
my companions, whose eyes were
younger than mine, saw the pole.
By the aid of a glass I, too, taw It
and was able to verify that the
miners did what they clulmed."

Stuck Is an Episcopal missionary
to the interior of Alaska. His climb-
ing the peak was done more as a
vacation stunt than an thing else.
His trip proved that the hardy men
can conquer where they determine
to do so.

Stuck's training In Alaska, where
he has exposed himself to all kinds
of dangers and rigors of climate to
spread the Gospel, made him pe-

culiarly fitted to climb the peak. His
Si (entitle knowledge also was an Im-

portant factor. He Is Archdeacon
of Alaska.

Ills climbing Mt. McKlnley com-

pletely discredited the claims of Dr.
Frederick A- - Cook, whose book To
the Top of the Continent," was In
big demand a few years ago, arter
he claimed he had climbed to the
top of Mt McKlnley. Archdeacon
Stuck say lime or nothing about
Dr. Cook's claims but his photo-
graphs and the facts he could not
find Cook's records are evidence
that Dr. Cook ne'er reached Mc-

Klnley s summit.
To Browne and Parker, Stuck Is

willing to give all honor for their
work. Browne's story of his ascent
Is Indeed a storj of great privation.
POOR FOOD DEPRIVED
OTHERS OF WINNING TOP.

Tho food that they brought along
was the real cause for their failure.
Speaking of the trip he made to
reach the top, Browne said:

'Both Profeior Parker and Ia
Voy had had difficulty In digesting
our pemmlcun. They thought that
tho pemmlcan was not good, and I

scoffed at the Idea until we reached
the 15.000 foot camp and then I
was attacked by sevcro cramps
Now pemmlcan was the foundation
on which wc had bullded our hopes
off reaching the summit, and If wo
found that we could not use It at
high altitudes, we would he In a se-

rious predicament. Wo decided to
cook it at our next camp In the hope
that It would bo more digestible.
During the night the wind began
to moan among the rocks, and soon
r gale was shrieking down between
the two peaks. Mingled with the
rattle of the gale we heard the lash
of wind-drive- n snow. When w

awoke next morning, the snow was
still falling and as wo lay blissfully
dozing in our fur bags, avalanche
began to roar down into the glacial
amphitheaters below us. until tho
very mountain Feemed to tremble,
and the sound swelled to the steady
rumble of thunder. We were storm-
bound all day "

As Browne neared the summit he
found It was Impossible to reach It.
although they were only a few hun-

dred feet from tho top.
"While we could have reached

the summit In clear weather In a
half hour," he said, "wo were afraid
to face 11 In the present sale. With
our glasses covered with ice and
fearing to remove them on account
of the cold, we were helpless, und
could not sec each other even when
only separated by a few feet Th
fact that our steps were completely
wiped out added to our concern, for
we realized how difficult it would no

to find the narrow ridge where It

Joined tho smooth dome a thousand

feet below us. After looking over
our position, we decided to take tho
odds offered and try to ride out the
storm.

"Having once decided on I his
course we set to work and soon
Chopped a small fheltcr In the hard
snow. Our hopes were soon blast-
ed, however, for after a few minutes
of Inaction we began to feel the
numbing effect of the cold. The gale
was driving ihe dry snow Into every
seam and pore of our clothing, and
the heat of our bodies was turning
the snow ti Ice, Our parkas were

stiff and Ihe wolverine
fur on our parkahoods wan frozen
stiff from the moisture of our
breath, our mittens were hard with
Ice and we held our Ice axes with
difficulty Our position was an
unique one as I do not believe there
Is a parallel case In the history of
mountaineering. Had Mt McKIn-ley'- s

summit been a peak we would
have swung to the leeward snow
slopes and rialmed a first ascent. As
It was, we were on the summit's
edge and but for the extent and for-

mations of this 'rldge-summl- t' we
would have claimed the llrst ascent.
We were in the position of a ship
that had traveled a thousand mile
to reach a certain cits and had then
been fogbound the harbor's
mouth. This much remains to con-

sole us: as far as the climbing was
eoncrcned we conquered Mt. le

and when some day a party
stands on the highest snow they will
have followed our trail to tho last
dome. If It were not for this
thought we would have to try again.
The storm had now grown to a
point where to face it required all
our strength.
PARTI FORCED to
FLY FOR SHELTER.

"As I felt the cold creeping up-

ward from my numbed hands and
feet, I knew that It was dangerous
to remain on the peak an Instant
longer, so I yelleJ to Parker und
La Voy that we must get off the
peak and get off quickly and that
I would lead. Tho descent through
the storm was the most exciting ex-

perience of my life. Everything
depended on our finding and fol- -

t
lowing the steps we had chopped,
ond the only way 1 could find them
was by feeling for the soft spots In
the snow. After what seemed hours,
we arrived at a level spot above tho
first swell above tho ridge, and a
half hour later we saw dim roek
shapes through the storm and real-

ized that the rldgo was found.
"With thankful hearts we halted

to leeward of the highest rocks to
rest, ond as we continued down-
ward to our camp the ridgo protect-
ed us from the gale. Soon after
our return the wind began to mod-

erate, but tho "tourmente" on the
summit continued for some hours.

The following day dawned as
clear ns crystal, ami all day long
the summit stood clear cut against
the sky We could not climb, how-
ever, for our moccasins, gloves,
ond outer clothing wore Impreg-
nated with Ice dust of tho storm,
and all day long we kept our alco-

hol stove going and dried our duffle
Wo spent hours talking of the
causes of mountain storms, and wo
all held fast to the theory that It
was the effect of tho sun on the

that caused the sudden
savage gules that lashed the peaks
until night (Mspolled them. Acting
on this theory, we determined that
our next attempt would bu made
before the sun had had a chance to
warm the lower strata of air.

"Oui Inability to eat pemmlcan '

was a tremendous blow to us. It
was not ulone the weakening effect
of our light diet that worried u, as
added to this was the great waste
of energy from having packed a
food we could not oat. to a helvht
of IT. 000 feet, waere everything In

the food line wa worth its weight
In gold. Under our restricted diet
we found that we ro rcdu-.e- to

four days' rations, whereas, if we Bm
had been able to cat pemmlcan. Km
wo possibly could have remained IB;
In the big basin a week longer.
During our day of rest La Voy R
and I suffered acutely from enow- -
blindness.

"We saw we could not live on the
mountain Jong, so we decided to
hurry to civilization. Wo had to 11
give up the prize to someone else."

Alaska Is a great country for the
adventurer. The Impression Is gen- -

era that the climate is unusually B;
severe. Until recently life Insur- - I

ance companies refused to Insure i
men who went to Alaska to live. Bl
There Is no typical Alaskan climate
any more than there Is a typical ell- - Br
mate In the United States. In the H- -
United States there may be beloiv BS
aero weather In Dakota and balmy By
weather In Florida. Alaska Is Just pS
as varied. The Japanese current pft
keeps the country relatively warm .

for lis high altitude.
Along the coast the weather I

rarely very cold. There are heavy Ba
snows and ralr.s. Forests grow In
the Interior of Alaska and certain
cropj do well.

The railroad facilities are poor. Bg
The Yukon River affords excellent K '

means of transportation in the sum- - Ba '

mcr. It is one of the largest rivers if
of America. The stream Is very BflL
shallow, however, and will not ad- - BY j

in It deep Transportation
by means of dog sledges und fonies B
Is of great Importance, of course BJ1 ,

The government has Introduced Bj
reindeer, but the native Alaskan and Bj
those who were drawn there in the
nineties by tho lure of gob! believe
strongly In tho dog. I 1 '

Alaska has wonderful forest Bal
wealth The Cbugaeh forest, with BM
an area of $30 square miles, In- - B
eludes practically all the valuable B
timber In the Prince William Sound B'
region. The Tongass forest has an B '

area of more than 1,000 square B
miles. Along the rivers and all over B
Alaska to the south of the Yukon Ba
there Is much time timber. Much
of the limber Is small, but it Is val- - Be
uable for local use as firewood and H
for building. H

The mineral resources are re- - Bj
markably extensive. The chief prod- - Bj
nets are gbld. copper and coal, but BV
It is not unlikely that large deposits Br
of other minerals will be unearthed B
In time. Last summer there wero B
about 900 productive placer mine B
In Alaska with 4.500 men em- - fl
ployed. At the same time there wcro I ,'
more than fifteen deep gold mines B
and nine copper mines, employing B-l- "
3,000 men. In addition, there prob- - B
ably were 5,000 men prospecting on B
their own hook or prospecting for B
others. fl

In Alaska entered the list of fl ,

important mining countries when Its H B
gold production passed the million- - 9 fl
dollar mark. Soon after the great fl Bj
wealth of the Klondike region was I jfl

ri .1 Tht n othf r mining j fl
towns sprung up. The Seward Pen- - fl Qfl

Insula produced gold In great quan- - H flj
titles. Nome, on the bleak shores of ;fl
the frozen sea. became an Important si
mining town with 10.000 Inhab- - BJ
Hants, with two daily papers which I jflj
sold on the street for 25 cents .B
apiece. IJfll

The high cost of living had its nfll
birth in Alaska. Fifteen year ago flHfll
nlckle and dimes were loo small to BaflJ
be noticed there A quarter was the RBsmallest piece and a dollur waa KB B
more commonly seen. Bafll

The earliest gold production was lB B
In 18S0 In the vicinity of Juneau. HI
Since that time Alaska has pro- - Hfll
duced I200.OO0 in gold. Bfl

Copper mines are In the initial HIstage of development, out there are albillions of dollars worth of copper fltfl
In the land and the only thing that IBB
Is needed is transportation lo 1m- - flBB
port machinery una to export cop- - WfM


