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1 Wouldn't you like tv e a nioun-
In climber?
L How grand it would be to leaves
e city with all lts dirt and smoke
d climb to the helghts where tha
pun shines the clearest and wherao
the sky is of the decpest bhlue and
ine alr 1= pure. From the summit
o0 could look down on the world
elow, watch the storm creep up
e valleya nnd gee the glortous
punrises and sunsets. Since the days
Bwhen  Willtam  Tell  plétures the
auties of the Alps, poets and proge
Itera have written volumes de-
eribing the wonilers of the moun-
jain peaks; but listen to the Lale of
Hudson Stuck, the first man to
each the topmost summit in all
erica.
“As we nedared the top we
preathed with Increasing difficolty,”
pays. "Whepn the sun sank bie-
the horizon It became so terri-
cold we suffered intense
¥ A= the aun rose In the ey
S0 hol It was slimost un-
durable. ‘The reflection of the sun
Inst the snow and lce struck our
es like a knife. Qur nostrils and
were cat and bLleeding. We
gared grense and lamphlack on
our foces tp protect oursclvea from
& refllecied glore, but the protect-
flon afforded wam only siight,
*While our hecads were ronsting
i the terrific sun our feet wers
freczing agalnst the fce and snow.
e had to rest every few steps he-
gause of the rare atmoesphere which
d not afford us encugh oxygen Lo
piinue our labors, At last wo
the summit I plteben
eadlong to the snow unconscious.”
That was the finlah of Stuck's re-
n ble race to the summit of
. McKinley last June Iat the
Bther parts of his journey were al-
gmost as rigoucur, The teip to Mt
MeKinley Is an  undertaking in
If that none but the bravest of
men need pttempt. The summit 1=
0,800 fect above the level of the
jea. Unllke most great mountains
Rich rlse from a high platean it
e (rom among a lot of smaller
gaks and the climber must make
fhe climb almost from sea level,
The trip to Mt. MceKinley Is madas
‘er terribly rough country, Sireams
fust e Torded and crossed. Moun-
aln rongea must be scaled. CQan-
pns must be bridged. Tlefore the
overy of greatl quantities of gold
Alaskn Mt McKinley was un-
mmown. The geographies of our time
d that Mt St. Ellas was the high-
peak In North Ameriea. The
Ighest peak on the American Con-
nent was in the Andes
Miners crossing the great divides
w Mt McKinley first It was
amed in honor of Prasident Me-
pRinley, Surveyorg from a  great
@istance with transits measured Its
Mhelght and found It was the king
ot al)l American mouniains
The Duke of Abruzl came from
fMtaly and scaled ML Ellas, but with
Hhe iscovery that ML McKinley
8 higher, It hecame thea am-
Bitlon of adventure-loving men to
Ellmb the higher peak, Partles set
t from Falrbanks and after terri-
[Ble privation found a trall to the
ool of the penk, That took years.
Imore Browne loat his provision
I In of ponlea in one of the at-
{13
TUCK HAS TIIREE
[EN 1IN PARTY.
When the base Nnally was reached
flempis were made to climb L
Imore Browne and Prof. Herachel
Parker came within 400 feet of
ching the t when they were
preed to reireat
©1 started with a party of two
fte men and an Indian boy™
s Stuck “We made weeks of
feporation for the trip. Then we
perienced what to the average
» moan would he great perll In
ting within striking distance of
® peak. My men were all tralned
B hardships of the Northland and
Pok hardships with uncomplaining
irtitude.
“Then we began our dash for the
Bp. Indeed, It was ke a dash,
\ re you ever exhausted 1

@y run-
fig® Have you ever seen the rac-
man finlsh a long distance race
Hth a dash? As he comes In fog
B8 finlsh he fegls all the time he
Lexhausted. His muscles refuse to
Bork, but his mind whips them on.
y ng before we renched the top weo
e In hlz conditlon, It got so
Iy our mind could not whip us
the top and we had to stop and
ot untll we could go an.
Sait, McKinley lacks only a fow
Mindred rest of bheing four mlles
fralgint up In the alr. Imagine
racl? straight up four miles in
alr and you can appreciate our
fnculties. The alr we are uacd to
feathing Is down near sca level
e grent majority of the popula-
Bh of the world lives leas than 1,.-
B feet nbove the sea. For gen-
ftions we have acpustomed our-
ives 1o breathing alr of almost
i level denasity,
v were suldenly in alr of ever
reasing  donsity. At first  the
imbing waz eazy. The actual go-
up dld not affect uw. To men
to the rigorous life of the
Bskan frontier, climbing is noth-
It was climblog In rarified ale
made our work difficult.
"Every time our baromeler
od we had cllmbed 1,000 fest in
ight I took photographs of ‘he
puntain and the lay of the ground
L McKinley llgs close to the Are-
Circle and our nscent was made

BOVE, two poses of
Archdeacon  Hudson
Stuck, who first scaled Mt.
McKinley. Below, Dr. F. A
Cook wreathed in" roses up-
on his return {o America
after claiming to have dis-
covered the North Paole, who
was discredited by Stuck
Scenes,of the climb up the
mountain.

just  before midsummer, Conso-
quently the days were very long
As you know the =sun shinea twenty-
four hours on the Arctie Clrcle in
midsummer.

“I'ne short nights, however, wero
entirely too leng., We could not car-
ry cnough to Keep ourselves warm
and we suffered Intensely from the
terrible cold., One of the things wa
had to prepare for was enough to
ext. Browne and FParker ied of
reaching the summit beecause they
did not have enough 1o eat. The
food had to be carrled with uvs to
the suminit. As we neared the sum-
mit the labor of carrving the fond
together with the labor of contin-
ulng the steop ascenl overlaxed s,

*We finally had to carry aur pro-
visione In relaxse. First wa teled car-
rving them in two relays, but we
finally had to change to threo re-
Inys. We would carry all we ecould
to a certaln point and then return
for more. The third time we would
earry the remainder, That made us
do the final climbing three times.
With slow steps we would finish our
final trip and rest before starting
on & new relay

“Axg we ascended the mountaln
penk wo noticed differsnces from
obsorvations made by Browne and
Parker. Our photogriphs did no!
agree with thelrs. Then [ remem-
bered there had bBeen an earthquake
and the conlour of parts of the
mountaln wera groally changed
Browne and Parker certainly werse
fortuniate In not reaching the Lop,
Had they done 80 they would hyve
been caught by the earthquake and
kMed. They wore far enough down
the mountain when the earthguake
came to escape uninjured.

“As we walked our fest hecame
numb, Had anyone remarked that
hiis feet were freezing i would have
mennt the end of the trip, buf all
remalned sllent on  the malisr,
Each thought he was the only ons

pulfering 2and resolutely refused to
tell the others g0 48 BNOL L0 the
astent

AMERICAN FLAG AND

CROSS OX TIHE SUMMIT,

*At la=t we resnched the summit.
After Lik < vt s and pho-
tagraphs ralhed 1 .‘.ii;t'rlt“]“
flag on o pole with a cross on It and
rotraced our step As we went
down the mountain we determined
to ascoend the porth summit which
is the one nearest to ankis and
from Falrbanl It e
war than the south

3 wvisible
about §00 feot I«
summit

“What T wished to
iIfy a reporl of some minere that

do was to ver-

they had climbed to the top of that
;-;-1}. nd ralped 1 fourtesn-foot
pale there. Tlese miners thought a
fourtecn-1¢ pole would v visihls
from atrbanks, 1y miles sway
When they planted the pole they

ore they roached

could
not see Lthe pole They
told other miners of thelr ascent,

dusconded and be
the foont of the poakt 20w they
themsalves

but were lous

“1 knew ih ners ung knew
the truth, 1 wished 1o
them and that s why I
as golng to climb the north sum-
miit Jund thesé mlners known it 1
bellgve they could have limbed
the mouth Akt ind. Deaten me
there. They knew nothing of sclen.
tiflc matters, but they had great

AOWICLIMBED
TO TAE TOP
OF MT.
M KINLEY

Hudson Stuck, Who First
Reached Highest Point on the

American Continent, Tells of
Hardships ot Mountain Climb-
ing Just South ot Arctic Circle.

endurance and cared nothing for
hnrdship, As Weé Weére preparing 1o
agcend the north summit one of
my companlons, whose eyes were
vounger than mine, saw the pole.
By the nld of a glass I, too, saw It
and was able to verify that the
miners did what they clalmed.”
ek 1= an Eplscopal misslonary
1o the interior of Alaska. His ¢llmbe-
ing the peak was done moroe as a
vacation stunt than anything elase
His teip proved that the hardy men
cun conquer where they determine
to do en

Stuck's tralning In Alaska, whers
he has expored himaelf to all Kinds
of dangern and rigors of climate to
spread the Gospel, made him pe-
cullarly fitted to climl the peuk. s
sclentific Xxnowledze alsp wis an (m-
portant factor. MHe Is Archdeacon
of Alaskn,

His climbing Mt, McKinley com-
pletaly diseredited the claims of Dr.
Fredaerick A Cook, whoso book “To
the Top of the Continent,” was In
blz demand a few Yeara ago, after
he claimed he had cllmbed lo the
top of ML McHinley. Archdeacon
Stuek says little or nothing abnout
Dr. Cook's claims but his photo-
graphs and the tacts he could not
find Coolk's records are evidence
thut D, Cookt mever reached Mo-
Kinley's summit,

To Browne adbd Parker, Stuck la

wllling to glve all honor for thelr
work Browne's story of his ascont
15 Indeed & story of great privation
POOR FOOD DEPRIVED
OTHERS OF WINNING TOP,

The food that they brought along
was the real cause for thelr fallure
Speaking of the trip he made o
reéach the top, Growne sald:

“Both Professor Parker and la
Vay had had difficslty in digesting
our pemmlicar. They thought that
the pemmican was not good, and 1
groffed AL the |dea untll we reached
the 15,000 foot camp and then I
was attacked by severs cramps
Now pemmican was the foundation
on which we had bullded our hapes
of reaching the summit, and If we
found that we could not =ae It at
high altitudes, we would be In a se-
rious predicament. Wo declded to
coonk It at our next camp In the hopo
that It would bo more digeatiule
During the night the wind begnn
to moan among the racks, and soon
n gale was shrieking down between
the two peaks. Mingled with the
rattle of the gale we heard thie lash
of wind-driven snow When we
awoke next morning, the snow was
priil falling and as wo lay bllsafully
deging in our fur bag#, avalanches
hegan to roar down Into the ziacial
amphitheaters below ue, until tho
very mountain ssemed to trembile,
and the sound sweiled to the steady
rumble of thunder. We were storm-
bound all day.**

As Browne neared the summit he
found It was impossible to veach It
althongh they were only a few hun-
dred feet from the top.

“While we could have reached
the summit in clear wonther In a
half hour,"” he =iid, “we were afrald
to face it in the present gnje. With
our gia#ses covervd with fce and
fearing to remove thein on account
of the cold, we were helpless, und
could not see each other even when
only separated by o few feel The
fact that our steps were completely
wiped vut added to our concern, for
we roalized how difficult it would ne
to find the narrow ridge where It
julned the smooth donre & Lhousand

feel below um  After looking over
our position, we deglded to take the
odds aoffered and try 1o ride out the

storm

“Having once decided on thia
pourss we sat 1o work and 00N
chopped a smnul!l ghelter In the hard

R ow QOur hopes wore soon hlasg-
od, however, for after 4 fow min
of Inactlon we began to feel

numbing effect of the cold. The gale
was driving the dry snow (nto evary
seam and pore of our clothing, and
the heat of our bodles was turning
the snow tu loe Cur parkss wers
Covoming =tiff and the weolverine
fur on our parkahoods wan frozen
atiff from the moiatur af ir
breath: our mitieng were hard with
fce. and we held our lee axes wil
Airfienits Cur positior wos -
unlque one as 1 do not bells

Is a parallel ca=e In the hisic
mountaipeering Had Mt

ley's summit heen a peak we
Vewwnrd

have swung to the

slopes and claimed o Nrst ascer

were on the summit's

It was Wi
edge and Lut for the extont and for-
motlong of this 'rid simmit’ wa

would have ¢inlmed the first agcont

We were In the po ship
that had traveled a milea
to reach a eortaln city and had the

heen fogbound =t the harbor's
mouth. This much remal
soln ug: ps far as the

concrened wo coOngQuor
Kinles—and when sorme

stands on the highest snow they will
have followed our trail 1o the last
flome. If It were mnot for this
thought we would have to try agaln,
The storm had now grows to A
point whera to facae It required all

our strength.
PARTY FORCED TO
FLY FOR SHELTER,

‘As T felt the cold ecreeping vp-
ward from my numbed hand ind
feet, I knew that [t s dangerous
to remain on the peak an instant
longer, 8o 1 yelled to Parker and
La Voy that we must gét off the
peak and got off guickly and that
1 would lead. The ent through
the storm was tl it exciting ex-
perlence of my rything
denpended on our fin ind
lowing the steps we
and the anly way 1 oo
was by feellng for the soft d
the snow. After what seomed h
we arrived at a level spot above
first =well above the rldge, and
half hour later we saw re
shapes Lthrouxh the storm I roal-
o was fo
ful hearts wa
to leeward of tho highest rocks |
rost. gnd as we continued down-
ward to our eamp the ridge protect-

1
i1

¢d us from the gale Soan r
our return the wind bhegan to mod-
erale. butl the “tourmente™ on the
sumniit eontinued for sonie hours,

Tha following duy dawnud Os
clenr as crystal, and ]

all day lon
the summit steod clear cul ogs .
the sky We ecould not
ever, for our moc
and outer clothing war
natod with lce dust of the
and all day long wo kept o g y
hol stove golng and dried ou gifle
We spent lours talklng of the
causes of mountain slormse, and we
all held fast to the theory that It
wns the effect of the sun on the at-
mosphers that caused the sudden
savage palea that lzshed the peaks
until aieht dizpalled tham Acting
on this we determined that
our next a mpt would ho
before the s had had a
warm the lower stratn of air

Impres-

Ory,
made

hance Lo

“Dwm Inabilty to eat pemmican®

wns & tremendous blow to us (]
wan not slopne the weakening effect
of our light diet that werrjed v
udded to thls was the groat
of energy from having packed a
food we could not ouf, to a halght
of 17,000 feel, where everything in

the foad line was wurth' il weight
in gold Under our restrictud diet
we found that we were reduced to

rations, whereas, [ we
ta eat pemmican,
cotild have remained
itin A week longer
dny of rest La Voy
ed acutely from Enows-

W v we could not live on the

L in ng we declided [0
hur o el Zatlon We had (o
E I prize to someone olse™
1 great counlry for the

The Impression |= gen-
the climate (s unusually

Until recently life insur-
anté companlea refused (o Insure
! to live.
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