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OBSTINATE FIGHTING OF RUSSIANS

CAUSING SLOW RETREAT OF GERMANS

Effectively Dislodge Right and Left Flanks of Kaiser's Forces
in Northern Poland Bringing Success German Center

Holding Firm to Positions Gained in Advance From
i i East Prussia Right Wing Retreating Hastily

Through Bogs and Forests Turks Start
New Movement to Draw Russian At-

tention From Turkish Armenia.

BLACK SEA FLEET STRIKES SERIOUS BLOW

Russian Warships Bombard Turkish Port on South Shore of
Black Sea, Destroy Naval Base of Coal Supply and Silence

Batteries Another Coaling Station Also Destroyed
Berlin Endorses Turks' Opinion That Darda-
nelles Are Impregnable Turks Report

Victory in Persian Gulf 400 British
Killed, Officers and Great Quant-

ity of War Material Captured.

GERMANS REMOVE HEAVY GUNS

I FROM BEFORE FORT OSSOWETZ

London, March 9, 5:37 p. m. The Central News' cor-
respondent at Amsterdam telegraphs that fourteen men were
killed and seventy injured today by an explosion in a German
arsenal at Antwerp.

Petrograd, March 9. An official communication from the
general staff of the Russian Caucasian army says: "Our
troops on March 7, occupied an important position in the re-

gion beyond the river Tchoruk (Turkish Armenia), throwing
back the Turks to the southwest and inflicting upon them seri- -

oirs losses. On the other front there were no engagements." i

Paris, March 9, 3 30 p. m The war
office this afternoon gave out a report

f on the war as follows:
"The only events reported to this

office since the Issuance of the last
communication was a violent bom-

bardment by the enemy last night
from the region to the east of Steen-straot-

which is south of Dixmude.
followed by an unsucce.-sru-l attempt
at attack, together with the several
attacks made by the enemy at

all of which wore ea&lly
repulsed."

British Loss In Persian Gulf.
Amsterdam, March 9 v:a London,

5:16 p. m An official statement from
the Turkish ministry, received here
today from Constantinople, says r.tiat

L the British lost four hundred men In
r the recent battle at the head of the

Persian gulf.

"Three battalions of three British
infantry, with two quirk firing field
guns, two mountain guns one miv-chin-e

gun section and one squadron of
cavalry, attempted on March 3 to at-

tack our positions In the region of
Ahwaz iin Khuzlstan.) After n coun-
ter attack by our troops, the British
fled in disorder to their ships, leav-
ing four hundred dead or wounded.
Among the dead were one British ma-
jor and four other officers

"We captured three guns, five hun-
dred rifles, two hundred horse? and
a great luantity of Red Cross materi-
al. Our losseB were Insignificant "

Berlin Official Statement.
Berlin, March 9, via London, 3 p. m
The general staff of the German

army today gave out a report on the
progress of the war as follows-

"In the western arena of the war:
In the hill6 of lxrette our troops
have captured two more tranches
from the French. They took prison-
er six officers and 240 men and be-

came possessed of two machine guns
and two small rannon.

"In the Champagne district the
fighting .it Souain has not yet come
to an end. In the nori-has- t of Le
Mesnil the enemy, who had prepared
to make an advance was Impeded by
our artillery.

"In the Yosges the mist and snow
rpnder fighting difficult. The

to the west of Munstor
and to the north of Senneheim con-
tinue.

Russian Attacks Fall.
"In the eastern theatre East and

south of Augustowo, Russian attackf
have failed with heavy losses to the
enemy. At a point to the northeasl
of Lomra the enemy left eight hun
dred prisoners 1n our hands ancr an
unsuccessful attack. To the north-
west of Ostrolenko, a battle has de
veloped which is still going on. In
engagements to the west and north-
west of Pr7asnyBz, which ended favor-
ably to us, we took three thousand
prisoners. Russian attacks to the
north of Rawa and to the northwest
of Noweiniasto have proved ineffec-
tive. Seventeen hundred and fifty
Russians were taken prisoner In
these engagements."

8eriou5 Blow to Turklah Fleet.
Petrograd, March 9, 12 uoon. via

Ixndon. 2 20 p. m The bombard-
ment by the Russians of Zunguldlak.
on the south shore of the Black sea.
and the destruction of the docks
there, as announced by the Russian
naval authorities yesterday, consti-
tutes a serious blow to the Turkish
fleet, since It Is from this point that

jk the Turks hitherto have drawn their
If chief supplies of oal for the navy.

It l reported semiofficially that In
addition to silencing the batterieB
which defended the docks, the Rua- -

)

i

sian fleet also destroyed the coal
chutes.

Benderrigli. forty miles to the west,
which is another coaling port, also
was damaged. The only dam.ici to
the Russian fleet during the bombard-- 1

mont of Zunguldlak was a slight in
jury to the cruiser Almaz, which was
struck by a six-inc- shell. Three sol-

diers were wounded. The cruiser's
machinery was not damaged

Turks Start New Movement.
With '.he evident intention of dis-

tracting the Russian advance Into
Turkish Armenia from Batum to the
valley of the Tchoruk, the Turk
have started a movement in the vi-

cinity of Khoi. in northwestern Per
sia, to the west of Tabriz The Rus-
sian authorities attach little Import-
ance to this move, believing the melt
ing snows and swollen rivers In this
region will impede the progress of
the Turks and preclude the possibil
ity of their turning the left flank of j

the Russian Caucasian army.
Efforts to dislodge the right and

left flanks of the German forces op-- !

erating In the Suwalki district of
northern Poland apparently are brine
lug some success, and only the Ger-
man center In the region of Slmno,
seems to be holding firm In posses--

sion of the positions recenUy gained
In the advance from East Prussia. ,

The German left flank is reported to!
have retired to positions in the re
gions of Marlanpol-Virzballov- a and
EldcumeiL The right flank, reports
from the front say. has retreated
hastily thirty miles from Grodno to-

ward Augustowo through bogs and
forests.

The retreat of the German right
wing, which Is now within eight miles
of the frontier, is regarded as espe-- j

cially damaging to the Germans.
since it severs the communication of
the German northern army with the
army to the south, whose left wing
is besieging OsBowetz. This second
German army Is thus loft open to an
attack from the rear by the Russian
forces which are advancing between
the Bobr river and Augustowo.

According to the Russian military
authorities, the Germans have per-

ceived the menace of thin situation
and In consequence already have be-

gun to remove their heavy batteries
from before Oesowetz. This is re-

garded as forecasting cessation of the
bombardment of Ossowetz by the
Germans and their retreat toward the
Bobr.

. Review of War Situation.
London. March 9, 11 54 a m Ob-- :

stinate fighting marks the, battloB
along the east front on the continent
witn tne tjernians bowi miuriw-in- g

from tho river Nlemen fn the di-

rection of their own East Prussian
frontier. At the name time the new
offensive movement against Warsaw
and on the Pillca evidently has not as
yet developed into the great engage-
ment which has been expectod In this
locality.

In the western arena of hostilities
the only now feature lately has been
the allied air attack on Ostend In
the Champagne region, wnere the
French have been assuming the offen-

sive lately, a snowstorm bos given a

forced rest to the troops. It is not
unwelcome for they have been almost
constantly engaged for the last fort-
night.

Hint of British Retaliation.
Judging from tho statement made

vesterday by the British admiralty
it is apparent that only one merchant-
man, the collier Bengrovo, has fallen
a victim to the submarine, blockade of
the Germans since February 2H The

it hint of British retaliation against
the personnel of German submarine
raiders has Imii convoyed In an offl- -

cial statement that the officers and t

crew of the German undersea boat
U-- which fell a prey to a flotilla of
torpedo boat destroyers detailed to
hunt for submarines, will be denied
the usual privileges of prisoners of
war.

Press comment appearing in Berlin
indicates a feeling ol optimism over
the Near Eastern situation The
Turkish opinion that the Dardanelles
are Impregnable Is being endorsed and
papers express the. belief that King
Constantine will hold ' n to a

course of neutrality.

Paris, March 9. Evidence given by
prisoners is cited in a semi-offici-

note issued by the war office to prove
that German losses in dead and
wounded have ben very heavy Tne
statement is made that one actlvt
iment (8,000 men) lost Too in an at-

tack on February 16 while h regimen;
of chaseeurs had all Its officers killed
or wounded on -- January S.

The stretcher bearers of a field am
balance have stated that every night
Tor three weeks they brought in from
,,50 to 400 seriously wounded C.er-mans- .

I .
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ALLIED FLEET EXPECTED SOON TO ANCHOR IN THESE WATERS
:
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Freighters, ferries and ocean liners on Golden Horn; looking north to Constantinople.

In these waters of the Eosphorus, which separate Constantinople from Asia, the allied fleet expects soon
to anchor. Never before in history have the Turks permitted a hostile fleet to enter the Bosporus in time of war.

FORMING NEW

GREEK CABINET

Deputy Gounaris to Submit
List of New Ministers to

King Tomorrow.

INTERVENTION OPPOSED

Greece Must Protect Position
on Bulgarian Frontier,

Which Is Considered
Dangerous.

Athens. March 9, via Paris, 4:45
a. m. M Gounaris, deputy for PatraS,
has (onsented at the request of King
Constantino to undertake tho task
of forming a new cabinH li is re-

ported that M, Baltadjls, who was for-
eign minister In the Tneotokig cabi-
net, haB consented to take that port
folio undor the leadership of M

Gounaris
M Gournarls will submit his list

of ministers to the king tomorrow, it

is understood, and obtain an agree-
ment that the chamber shall be dis-
solved if the supporters of the min-
istry are In the minority, which i

roikHidenl highly probable. The in a

premier Is expected to lavor the con-

Greece has been facing a cabiuot
crisis sln';e the end of last week when
M. Venlzelos, the premier who favors
Greek participation m the war on the
side or the allies, resigned berausc
his policy did not meet with the ap-

proval of King Constantine, who de-

sired that the country remain neu-ti-a- l.

M Zaimis war. requested yes-

terday to form a cabinet, but he de-

clined.

Must Protect Frontier.
Paris. March 9. 4:60 a. m. M.

Rail js, a former prime minister ol

Greece In an interview at Athens
printed in the Matin, says that King
Constantino acted ou the advice of
his general staff In opuposing the
policy of interv cnlkm proposed by M.

Venlzeloa The statement was oi the
opinion that an expedition against
Constantinople would weaken the mili-
tary situation on the Bulgarian Iron
tier which In Athens ie r V rded ;is
dangerous In view of IJiilganu's doubt
fui attitude

FEAR MASSACRE

IN JERUSALEM

Keen Apprehension Felt for
Fate of Christians and Jews

in Palestine.

HATRED OF JEWS

Clamor for Infidel Blood Will
Be Tremendous If Darda-

nelles Are Forced.

New York, March 9. Keen appre-
hension for the fate of Christians and
Jews In Turkey and fear that there
will be a massacre in Jerusalem
mould (he allied fleetH (one the Dar--

,l .iw,llnc v. ,,e vr.,oon.l ha H mlar.

slonarles who arrived here from Pal-
estine today aboard the Carpathla.
The five were among the thousands of
refugees who fled from Jerusalem
and were taken from Jaffa to Alex- -

. odrla by i ellel Bhips
"There exists In Jerusalem a very

strong feeling against Jews." said the
spokesman of the missionaries". 'On
January' 29 the Anglo-I'ales- f ine Hunk
at Jerusalem was raided by a mob of
Turks. The situation was then re-

garded as being so critical that Am-

bassador Morgenthau sent telegraphic
Instructions to the commander of the
Tennessee, then en route from Alex-

andria to Jaffa, requesting him to
hum, to Jaffa to he ready for an
emergency.

"If the allied fleets force the Dar-

danelles there probably will he a
massacre ol Christians and Jews at
Jerusalem and it.-- neighboring small
villages The clamor for infidel blood
will be too strong for the authorities. "

uu

GOULDS LOSE

THEIRJONTROL

Are Eliminated From Missouri-Pacifi- c

and St. Louis, Iron
Mountain and Southern

Railways.

B. F. BUSH PRESIDENT

Principal Control of System
Passes From New York to

St. Louis Finley J.
Sheppard Retained.

SL Ixmis, Mo. March 9. B. V.

Bush of St. Louis today was elected
Chairman of the boards of directors of
the Missouri Pacific and of the St.
Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern mil-way-

and also chairman of the
committees of both roads.

In these officos he replaces George
J Could, who was eliminated from of-

ficial relationship to the Missouri-Pa-ciilc-Iro-

Mountain system at the an-

nual meeting of the roads todav
Mr. Bush was ir .id-i- u

of the combined system. The ban
uesi made today were considered as
definitely marking the transfer of
control of the principal part or the

c.ouhi system from New
York to St. Jouls. Two vice preis- -

idents, now in the New York office.
were eliminated and the three vice
presidents in St Louis in active man-

agement of the road were
The men vice presidents
pre E J Pearson in charge of op- -

-- ration; John G. Drew, accounts; J.
M Johnson, traffic, and Finley J.

j Sheppard. in charge of t.e Sew YorK
office Klngdon Gould and Frank
I Could were not vice pres- -

idents
H L. Utter was elected secretary-juif- r

- ii.l will have h; headquar-
ters In New York

iv T. Jeffery. chairman of the board
bl directors of the Denver A: Rio
Grande, vas not to the
Iron Mountain directorate.

O. B. Huntsman, one of the former
vice presidents, was elected assistant
treasurer and was appointed vice
president to look after the validation
of stock certificates in the New
York office

The balloting was completed before
noon and the Coulds were eliminated
from the directorate of the two roads
as had been predicted.

The new directors of the Missouri
Pa, fic are Ed ard A Faust, Will-

iam II Lee and E J Pearson of St.
Louis, and Nicholas K Brady. New-com-

Carlton A J HetnpShtll Cor- -

nellua VanderblM and W. H Williams
of New York

The obi directors are:
Benjamin (' Bush. Edgar i. Marston,
Edwin C Merrill. Finley J. Sheppard
and R, ancaster Williams

The o'd directors vho re not on
the new board are: George J. Gould,
Edwin Could. Klngdon Gould, James
Speyer, E. O. Adams. J. G. Metcaire.

IE. T Jeffers and S F. Pryor
The new directors of the St. Ixuls.

Iron Mountain Southern are Xlch-loia- s

F Brady Newcomb Carlton, a.
I Hi mnshilj, Cornelius Vanderbilt. W
) W'illhims and Festus J Wade a

banker, Qf 3t Louis
Iron Mountain Eltminat'ons

The directors of the Iron Mountain
. ted are Benjamin F. Bush, Kd-ua- r

U Miirston. Edwin G. Merrill, Fin-e- y

I Sheppard, .lheri Wiggin and
also E. C. Simmons of SL Louis, and
C. A. Pnitt of Utt.le Rock, Ark.

i he old directors of the rron Moun-
tain, who were eliminated In the or-
ganization of the new board, are:
George J Gould, lames Speyer, E.

t Jeffery, Jacob Metcalfe, Jay Could
and S F Pryor.

Control Of the Missouri Pacific car-- I

rles with it control of the St. Louis.
Iron Mountain & Southern, for the
Missouri Pacific holds most of the
stock of the latter

New York, March 9. Among the
business matters to come up at the
St. Louis meeting of the Missouri c

K'uhn. Loeb A Co. have
is making provision for the

ext DSlon of the $25,000,000 note, ma-
turing June 1

AMERICAN NOTES

ARE RECEIVED

Paris March 9, 4:50 a. m -- The
Journal' toduy says it understands
the American reply to the French and
British notes concerning the block-

ade of Germany has been received in
Parts and London

Us contents follow very closely the
lines already announced in American
newspapers. It asks the French and
British governments for detailed in-

formation as to their purposes and
what measures they propose to adopt
to carry them out.

Bucharest. Rumania. Saturday.
Marcb B, la Paris, March 6 06

j U1 Toe Rumanian senate todaj
adopted s bill empowering the govern
ment to proclaim martial law through-
out the sountrj whenever it deem

a measure necessary

i

SECRETARY DANIELS ORDERS TWO

MORE WARSHIPS TO VERA CRUZ
'innl

' I
Armored Cruiser Washington and Battleship Georgia, Carry- - HH

ing Large Quota of Men, Start for Mexican Waters HlPresident Wilson, in Name of United States Gov-- BH
ernment, Calls on General Carranza to Pro-- 1

tect Foreigners in Mexico City Fears of RHH
Outrages in Mexico More Pressing BHH

Than at Any Time During M
Revolution. S

CARRANZA DENIES THE OBREGON CHARGES

1
Chief Makes General Refutation of Lack of Food in Capital Bnor Danger to Diplomatic Corps of Foreign Nations No pflBj

Complaints Received as to Conditions in Territory IjffSjl
Under Villa Control U. S. Representative iSl

Confers With Villa and Subordinate Gen-- SmS
erals Now En Route to Mexico

City to Investigate. r$m&

FOREIGN COUNTRIES SEND MESSAGES I
EXPRESSING GREAT ANXIETY

Washington, March 9. American Consul Silliman tele- - fiafS
graphed from Vera Cruz today that he had been reliably in- - Jfl

formed that the evacuation of Mexico City by the forces of
General Obregon began at 9 o'clock last night.

Washington, March 9 While
awaiting 1 reply to the presentations
to General Carranza, Immedi-
ate Improvement of conditions In

Mexico City, the administration to-

day took steps to carry out what
most of the foreign diplomatic corps
here interpret as an entire change of
attitude toward the Mexican situation.

Rear Admiral Fletcher, commanding
the Atlantic Beet at Guantanamo, was

ordered to send oup cruiser and one
battleship to Vera Crhs to strength-
en the l'leet of small craft alread)
there. The admiral himself, who
commanded the force which took the
town from Htierta last fall, will not
go but he was instructed to send a

flag officer to t;ike command.
Pr sldent Wilson said toda) Gen-er-

darranza had been called on by

the United States to protei t foreign-

ers in Mexico Citj The president
that the government had rep-

resented its views on what ;ippnred
tc be the situation In Mexico Citj He

added that in all such situations it

discount reports awas necessary to
great deal because, he said, certain
persons v.oulri like to have the Unit-

ed States intervene in Mexico, even

if thev had to manufacture the acta

on which to base the intervention.
When the president was asked if

the latest note to Carranza was an
HI i u lllSf thr- ad"

Ultimatum ur ick""--
ministration did not issue ultimate,
but expressed its views and acted ac-

cordingly!
President Fears Outrages.

President Wilson referred to the.
fear of outrages In Mexico City as

being more pressing at present than
anything that had already occurred
The fear was he said, th.it the city
would be lefl without protection.

No request had come from ;m for-

eign government, the president s.nd.l
for action by the United States in

Mexico although diplomatic repre-

sentatives of two foreign countries
had expressed their anxiety over

in the southern republic.
Flag Officer p Command

Under the order dispatched to Rear
Admiral Fletcher the ships going to

Ver.n CnU mav be under command
of the flrslOf Rear Admiral Mayo

division, whose flagships is the Ark-

ansas Roar Admiral Boush of tbe
second division whose Hag is on the
Utah" Rear admiral Coffman of the
third' division whose flagship 18 the
Virginia or Rear Admiral Mr Lean,
commanding the fourth division,

whose flag Is on the Connecticut
No Complaints Against Villa.

No complaints have come as to con-

ditions in the territory under contro
ol Villa, the president said. Duval

representative of He
Vest personal
president who has been conferring

with General Villa and his subordi-

nate generals, is now In his way to

Mexico City, where he will make an
Investigation of conditions there

Carranza Enters General Denial.
(ieneral Carranza In an oral reprj

to American Consul Silliman. when
the note fromthe latt-- r presented

the United States government on con-

ditions in Mexico City, entered a gen

eral denial that general
food from entering Mevieo

ol insupplies outCity or sent any
city

Carranza promised an early reply.
Mr Silliman reported Elizeo Arre-dondo- ,

hitherto Washington represent-

ative of Carranza und other advisor,
were present during the conference

Silliman Detail! Report.
Mr Silliman reported at length but

officials did not disclose thr contents
of his message It was believed, how

ever lhat fNun the fact that Carranza
denied the acts attributed to him In

olfi.ial reports to the United States,
the Mexican chief would not approve

inconvenience to for- -

any further
CicnJu8ul Slllimans dispatches from

Vera Cruz saving the American note
was formally presented to General
Canalize vesterday afternoon, arrived
juat before the cabinet meeting today

and wen laid bed I1 u

son as the cabinet officers assembled.
3ouie ol the cabinet members fu
e ncourage I in the belief thai t arran

za would give assurances of protec- - slffi
tion to foreigners and permit sup- - BjfvsS
plies to reach the Mexican capital E$KjI
and prevent a crisis. VlNo further word has been received Eisr;
showing when Mexico City would be 'D
evacuated or whether Obregon would i&!5t
Jeave a small garrison there. Rk?

Admiral Fletcher has selected the Kx1'-armor-

ciuiser Washington, now in
Haitien waters with Rear Admiral Pkv.
Caperton nd the battleship Georgia. V,S
commanded by Captain Robert R. .'fi
Coontz, nu at Guantanamo, to pro '

ceed to Vera Cruz. t
Tbe selection of ships was left to r'.

Admiral Fletcher and shortly after
noon todi. he reported what orders
he had given. The Washington is WtM
the flagship of the cruiser squadron 1

of the Atlantic fleet. She carries
forty-on-e officers and 902 men aud f
is commanded by Commander Bdward
L Beach. The Georgia is one of the
first line battleships of the third di- -

ij

n She carries forty-nin- officers j

and 864 men. The Washington is a j

little fasrer than the Georgia and
both ships starting today should be at
Vera Cruz by Thursday night.

Relief For Starving Mexicans
Mobile Ala. Slarch !) Relief for

the suffering people of Proareso. Mex..
was sent from here in the schooner
.lame W Paul. jr. which sailed to
daj wltb 20io barrels of flour, 2000

sacks of grain and some general mcr- -

cbandise.

PRIESTS STILL 1

HELD FORRANSOM i I
General Obregon Holds 250

Catholic Clergy as Prisoners
Pending Payment of

$500.00.

I os Angeles. Cal . March 9 An- -

Bwering an inquin,' as to the present
Status of the Catholic priests held
for ransom In Mexico City. General
alvaro Obregon. commanding the Car-

ranza rorcea at the Mexican capital,
telegraphed to Adoifo Carrlllo, con- -

j

stitutionallst representative here, to-

day that 250 Catholic clergymen were j

hid and tnat they would be kept pris- -

oners until they had paid him $500,- -

000.
'This is a church lax," Obregon s

message read. It is due to the con-- 1

stitutionnlist government and must
be paid. We need the money for food

'to relieve the suffering of the Mex-- ,

lean people here.
Obregon also telegraphed that ror- -

elgners in Hie Mexican capital were
well protected, and that he would con- -

tinue to care for them."

WAR BULLETINS
f

Rome March 9, via Parl.s 4:55 a 1
m. A bill Whicb would authorize the f1

State railways to purchase or charter
steamer for the transportation of

coal and other commodities of firsi S. I

uecesalt) was presented in parliament
yesterday by the government The
n naure is designed to counteract tbe

of steadib Increasing ocea.i
freight rates.

Berlin March 9, by wireless to Say- - My
I Vllle Included in the news Items ',

given out by tho Overseas Agency .

todav is the following:
Reports reaching here from

ConatanUnople de- - HofSmyrna oy way
acrlbe the recent bombardment or

unsuccessful A no Ithat seaport as
and adamagedcrulaor as

"el engaged In mine sweeping waa

funk " v


