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Rougher the
Game the Better
the American
Youths Like It,
as Shown by

Rugby and Soccer
Footballof Today

EY J. B. SHERIDAN.
VERY year about this time wae

read the following dispateh

sent from Minneapolls,

Minn.:
WL WL
guard of the
tha early ieaves tomor-
row for New Haven, Conn,
A to coach the Yale linemen’
Just what this dispatch may mean to iha
young football players of today, the veteran of
twenty-five years of football will say that the
“ereatest football player of all time," now aged
47, Is on his way to bovs who might be
his sons how to play the game
The mighty “Heft!" Who of the old-timers
does not remember him? He was the "'greatest
of the great” then, and taking them all by and
large, wveraging them up, great and small,
Heffelfinger f= stlll the greatest of the foolball
players of all time
This is sald with Butterworth, the Yale [

HefMelfinger, star

Ynlo teames of

i

show

back of the same perlod: Ted Coy of recent
memaory, Tom Sheviin Heston of Michigan,
Hinkey, Heft's end at Yale; Cocheme, Wiscon-
sin: Eichenlaub and Dornls of Notre Dame,
Mahan and Brickley of Harvard, Donnelly of
Princeton, Kolly of Yale, Eckersall of Chleago
end Oliphant of West Point, and Acker of St
Louls University in mind. IEvery year that
two-line dispatch, Informing the world that
“Hefl iz on his way," sets one to thinking of
the greatest of football players. There have
bean many, some 200 in all, for every year must
turn out ten or twelve plavers who are entitled
to be called great

Oolng away back to the beginnings of Amer-
Iean foothall in the early $0g we first come to
Walter Camp. Camp was some ten years before
the writer's time. Comparing him with the
stars of years that were to come, Camp did not
stialr rank as a great foothall player. He wos
plim and light and clever. They did not play n
henvy plunging game In Camp's time, Amer-
fcan rugby was much on the order of the Eng-
lish game, from whence It sprung. TIndeed, it
was purely English untll Camp, animated by
the desire to win, to “cineh things,' really con-
creted It into the machine-like gams that It Is
today. Camp figured (llegal plays and put them
into operation. Camp Waxs the firet man 19 em-
ploy Interference. This was due to hia fnabllity
to advance the ball in open play., To Camp's
time football Interference was off-slde, and, of
course, foul and not permissible, It s “ofr-
tlde” in English rughy today. To my mind, in-
tarference s alwavs foul. But without it thera
would not be any American rughy. I am hy-
phenated enough to Imagine that the Engliah
game would have done more good to Americans
thin the Amerlenn derlvatdve, In othér wards,
1 belleve and always have believed that Walter

e

o

Camp, the so-called “father of American rugby,’
ruined a good game becauss he was not strong
enough to advance tho ball under the open gye-
tem of the English game, Thus I have always
felt that fathered by Walter
Camp, {llegitimato child, and for

American rughy,
has been an
thin reason

Interferenes, invented and applied by Wal-
ter Camp, makey the game heavy and brulsing
80 that players cannot play it oftener than
once a4 weelk and then. for only short annual
periods of two months. The complicated drill,
nlso developed by Camp, calls for more time
and practice, the ‘dullest sort of practice, than
students and young men In business can af-
ford.,

So Camp's Improvements have really made
foolball & professional game, to be plaved omy
by picked men highly trained by profeasinnaol
conches for a short annual scason

By highly speclalizing football Camp has
mads It a game that cannot be played by the
mues of young men for any lsngth of time,

I have digressed to Alscuss Walter Camp
as a football player. Most people regard him
nn a graat football plaver and oas a greater
coach 1 do not regard him great as either.
He was o light, slight fellow, who nesaded halp
of larger and heavier men to help him advance
the ball. So he pressed the rules, broke them
Eot his fllegal (uterference legalized and spolled
the game of rugby football. Later on, when
he began to coach Yale, he kept on “pressing””
the rules, always tryving to atretch then.

Had Camp been in baseball Instend of foot-
ball, he would have been pulled from his ponti-
fical position tn a hurry

I had a conversation with Jim Wear, a for-
mer Yale guarter, on thig subjecl some yveurs

4go when Camp's Interference system had been

»

developed so that Presldent Roocaevelt and

whola Unlted States was up In protest, and
the rules had to be fundamentully changed
“If there 1a anything wrong with the game
let Camp fix it up,” sald Mr, Wear. “Coamp
knows all mbout football.™
Camp had ruled football for twenty Yeare
and had got It Into the sad mess It was In

Whatever Camp's grade ns a football player
may have beon there can be no doubt of Hat-
felfinger's merit. All in all “Heft'' ls pretty
cloge to the greatest of all football players, Of
courae, there will be many prolests against
this. The claims of the great backs will be
advanced. Bnacks get more newspaper notlce
than llnemen, hence are decmed better play-
ers. Thia 18 very far from the truth. Very
often linemen are much better players than the
backs, but they do not get the ball to carry
so often as the backs do and newspapera spenk
only of men who carry the ball

Of course Heffelfinger waas a ball carrler, 100
Whenever thers was a necesalty for a galn on
the fourth down Heftelfinger wos often given
the bull, He rarely falled to make hls gain.

A Elant of a man, 6 feet 4 Inches tall, wolgh-
Ing 220 pounds, hard as nalls, Heflelfinger WaS
light on his foet as a ballet dancer. He could
run 110 yards In 11 seconds. He was so strong
that heavy football toga and shoes did not
slow him up a bit, He could run with the ball
in the open and he was a line plunger beyond
all pralse. Ag a defensive man ‘"Hefl” was &
wonder.  He played defense by being offensive
He wis In the opposing play before 1L was
very well started. '

Two ¥Yoars ago Heffelfinger, then 456 Years
old, went down to Yale to lend a hand In the
toaching He put on a (“Hel'" keops In
fine conditlon), that he Len®

fuil
and they say
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backKk tne lelt e 1 Llia i iy i
greater cnse than he bent It back twenty-
years before. =

Ho could do everything on a footbhall feld
play guard, tsolkls, coenter, end, run with the
ball, kick, tackle, everything. 1 think that he
was the greatest football player that has ever
stepped on cleats

1 have always been a great admirer of the
lins player rather than of the back., The line-
man does the heavy work and the back merely
carries the bali when, under Camp's scheme,
the lineman opens the way for him. Georga
Chadwick, a tackle, also of Yals, was, 1 think,
next tp “Hefl,” the greatest of all players
Chadwick could do sll things, run Wwith the
ball, play defense, tackle and kiclk, He was n
wonder to block and pick up punts and he has

some great runs off pleked-up pPunis and
fumbies to his credit
Marshnil Newell, wno, 1 belleve, has since

dled, played a great tackle for Harvard in the
enrly 90s, at o time when Glenn Warner was
playing tackle for Pennsylvania Newell was a
short, =tocky chap and could do everythlng on
o football field, He was an all-America man for
many yveara, Fred Murphy, a Yale guard of the
Inter 50s, was also & grand all-around player,
and while he does not rank with Heffelfinger,
who, Indeed, outranks them all, 1 have a lvely
recollection of him as & great player

Hinkey, of course, was a star. 1 doubt that
there ever was such an eénd to dive In and pull
a runner ot of & cloud of Interfercnce thal
would stun the ends of todal It rée
menibered that In Hinkey's day
"fiying wedges,”" “cris-cross wedges,
which as many men ns wlshe=l
tnken back and started as far hnck of
of serimmags a8 was deemed best in

must be
they played
gte, in
could hbe
the ling

these
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ong Wa) off and had a full henda of stenm b
the time they reached the line of serimmage.
Hinkey was a feroclous tackler. too desperate,
Indeed, always hurting his victim, and such

was hls hardiness and endurance, never hurt-

Ing himself. He was the model of all ends
doing this, yet Sport Donnelly, who wna at
Princeton when IHinWey was at Yale, was a

great end, and, ke Hinkey, an unnecessarily
bhard-plaving one. Donnelly bore the re[wqu
tlon of Inclining to fouls, while of Hinkey 1t
could be sald that he was unneceasarily flerce
They were both stars and, save Bhovlin, nelther
befors or since have such ends been seen on
foothall fleld, K, B Cochems, Wisconsin, 1901
was o wonderful end, Cochoms was a ci-\anm:
player than Hinkey or Donnelly, and a belter
man to carry the ball. Sheviin was the peer of
any end that ever lived, a great man on defenan
and a hetter ball carrler than Hinkey, Dannelly
or Cochema. 'There wns o center at Mlissouri
University about 1895, Ben Thompson, who wus
us good as center, save one, 1| have ey t'.T
soep Thompson was n =londaer chap, welghed
but 166 pounds, but was tough ns barbed wire
and an engle to cover Eround e could snap
the ball surely, take care of his man, go itv-;\'rl'
on kicks as fast as the ends Ul ovear
the field, He better enids n.n
end runs, :

I have spoken of the great lineman first, for
I have nlways folt that the Unemen do the real
Work aml robbed of due honors py the
flashy bLur leus hnrd-working and less Illn:!"”.'ill-
uus Laoks

There liave bissn In
NEWsSphpers i

any

and tnckie

was than

maost

nre

numerabls
Suppore the truly preoad
have Known would be Bolng o long way

great bpoks [
sk I
back.

(ingood, Pennsvivania, 1807; Des Witt, Princeton,
1964, Coy, Ynle, 1908; Larsen, Wisconaln, 1901p
Henton, Michignn, i%05; Eckersall, Chicago,
pana: O DL Daly, Barvard, 1801 Balrd, Prince-
Capron, Minnesota, 1907; Mindas,
frennsylvanin, 1807; Brickley, Harvard, 1913,
pnd Mahan, Harvard, 1815, ars a few of ths
great backa | have known. Of all thess great
packs, Ted Coy must be mnked first. Coy had
svarything that all the others had, speed, dodg-
ing and plunging ability, and, added to all these,
tremendous physical power Coy haa baoen
known to take the ball and hit five fArst-class
players in the course of his run. Every player
he hit stayed down. It was not that Coy
roughed his men, It was that he ran 8o strongly
and go powerfully that when he hit them they
wont down an If struck by a locomalive,

ton, 1807,

Heston was much the sama sort of a runner,
a fellow who eould carry a team on hls back and
about his legx and still make gainms Heston
san overything that a goofd bhack should be, and
then, like Coy, added tremendous phyalcal vigor
ta hia other talents. Tackling Coy or Heslon
wns ke tackling a horse Strength added to
thelr equipment, which wns at least equal to
that of other backs. They could kick and cateh
punts and play defense. They were firut-clasg
players a first-clase man can nlways do
hese things

Larson, Wlsconsin, 1901, weas another of
strong men who have speed and footbmll
Larson could pack an entire team on
and make his galn. He ecould kick,
play defense, too

and

hess
ubllity
his back
nt and
with Pennaylvania
a third of the strong-
backed brotherhood. He ¢could
dodga and duck., and when tack led ecould hola
lylm feet most wonderfully. Osgood, 1 think, wne
killed In Cuba while serving with the
about 18UR Minds, who waa In Penn
the same time was, Dplayed n strong
virh Minds wns a tremendous and
things He wos not s
but srrong enough to bend

Osgond, who was @ Star
enrly 90m, was

gtrong-l1imbad

tha
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Oagood
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vnd Ball of Yald
runners,

\ Liee uf Princeloh
They were all clever, dodging
good kickers rather than strong

tackle-breaking chaps. Dull
was simply a kicker. Ames earned his nlck-
namoe of "Snake" by his abllity to squirm
through an open fleld. Moffat was mostly 8
kicker, though he has some good runs to his
credlt. MeClung and McCormick of Yale, men
Wwho have since climbed high In politics, wers
klckers and clover rather than strong runners.
They earncd fame in thelr days becauss they
won cloge games by a drop klck or a smart

anag

‘Une-busting,’’

run.  Football was different in the days of
Moffatt, Ames and Bull te what It was in the
days of Coy, Heston, Osgood, Briekley and
Mahan, Camp tightened up the game In the

Iate 80s and It Lacame harder to gain ground.

Prior to the early 90s snaky running around
the ends was the chief method of advancing
the ball. With the 008 came the wedges, the
famous Yale V' which was improved Into
the "Nying wedge™ or “V'"' of W alter Dieland,
the Haivard tacticinn, heavier line plunging

and o general welghting up of the game, There-
fore, Amerlean rugby ax we now know (L praos

tHeally began with Heffelfinger, Hinkey, th®
Blisses of Yale, Nowell and Lewils of Har-

ard, Woadoaft in Poenpss Ivania, and Stagg 0
Chicugu,

For an all-American nlltime team [ would
1““00.‘1!\ Ends, Hinkey, Yale, '94. jnd Sheviim
Yale, 1900; tackles, Newell, Harvard, and
Hildevrandr, Frinceton uy Euaridd
Bnger, Yile #a, and Hare, Pennsylve

center, Lewls, Harvard, “si: quart |
Chivagao, i halves 0 Vol 1910 and
lesto T . -

Rerl, Aielig; S Tull (. Balukl blug=
wWid, 1ut4 \f
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