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Downtrodden of Her Sex
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HAVE been a factory zirl in six different factorjes
I have worked side by side with the factory hand-
I have shared their lot, zained the confidence of
many and amw prepared to prove by Intlmate por-
sonal knowledge that their lives far from being
the wretched, colorless ones that are generally pre-
sented to view, are practleally cave free and replets
with optimism, while the stanted, emaclated, hollow
chested, sad eyed worker is o myth pure and simple
My first venture was in a boys® shirt walst factory
[ applled to the superintendent for work, After ask-
Ing a few general questions bhe referred me to the
forewoman, who promptly tonnd a place for me. Ask
fog what compensatlon 1 wonld receive she told me It
depended entirely on inyself, work belog paid by the
plece
Right here, let mo say. Is the root of the low wase
Clrls make what they earn.  Many, If they
wonld, could earn much more than they do, hut It i'~‘

problem.

hardly falr to blame the employers for not paying for
unperformed work. In this factorr gooil workers

Sp=nd Much Time Before the Mirror

rarncd from 310 to $12 a week. In exceptional cases
reaching 815 to SIS

1 next worked in a handkerchief factory. Here the
rorkk was harder, Inasmuch as most of It bad to be
performed while standing, bul seats were provided
and any girl could perform lber task seated for at
least oo portion of the time

The bandkerchief factory is a world of its own. To
the unindtinted the many pairs of hands throngh which
# haodkerchief goes before it reaches the shipping de-
partment is almost incredible. and where there are Fo
many grades it I8 to be expected the wages will vary
according to the quallty of the work turned out, but L
ould learn of nobody carning below $5 a week

In a feather factory rellable and steady willow
makers earn a2 much as $14 a week, $7 belng the low-
est amount I heard of, excepting learners, who re-
celve 32 a week while learning In the dull geason.

ahout three months durlng the yvear, the wages are
Jower, pompons and a cheaper grade of feathers heing
wade from the top= and stumps of the used taes

In an embroidery factory wages ranged from S8 to
£10 n week. The lower =um I8 an fosignificant wage,
but I venture to assert that unless factory work were
pitidd by the piece the o-ﬁ:;-ln)ul\ would promptly face
bankruptey proceedings.

They Earn No More.

Leing so paild, it is true that o some instances clrls
do uol earn more than from $5 Lo $6 a week, but these
1 found were girls who were indifferent workers, girls
who spent much time bhefore the mirror and wasted as
much more with theiv rouge and powder rag; those
who dawdled thelr time away, who talked Incessantly
and who came late and left early, for piece work is the
least confining of apy work 1 Enow, and piece oper-
ators come and go at thelr own sweet will, almost any
excuse suflicing for the forewoman , providing the
work she requires Is rendy when she calls for it.

For the girls without parents living on such re-
gtricted amounts Is naturally a ditficult problem, but
1 found that those who are dependent on thelr own ex-
ertlons and entively self-supporting develop a sense of
responsibllity and early reach the higher grade of
wages.  Of poverty In Its abject form, as I have so
often heard It described, 1 saw absolulely no signs.

My experiences in the different factories that em-
ployed me were almost fdentleal, my assoclates of one
callbre—crude, care-free, jrresponsible.

That the freedom from care, the unrestricted, happy-
go-lucky life they lead, may and in many instances
undoubtedly does work 1o thely disadvanage !s un-
denlably true.

Many girls are luzy. shiftiess and igonorant,  No
matter bow lenlent the rules and comfortable the sur
soundings repeated “knocking™ of the employer secius
@ be Dis inevitable fate  They regord him as thelt
grch enemy and apparently have no sense of responsi

Bility toward bim, They are uoappreciative of efforts

eservesd

wade fn their behalf, resent rmles made for thelr pro
tection and In the matter of property are vandals
They waste thelr employer's
Hdy in dhelr habits and positively blind to disorder and
confusion

malerinls, are un-

All the factories in which T spent my time
were light, aley, clean and provided with modern con
veniences, all of which the girls accepted with conde-
scension nntempered with appreclation,

One day I ventured to reprove a glrl for an espoe
“What do 1
she rqorted, the bogs can afford It if 1I'd
Mind yonr

AIn‘t you got troubles of your own*"' Bt

cially unecalled for waste of material

oa T
gol half the maoney he has I'd never work
hosiness
this Is the exception. The girls are nearly all inclined
to be friendly and accept kindly admonition in the
spirit It s glven

Sitting next 20 me in the embroldery factory was a
girl whose profanity and coarsencss were appalllng,
‘Lon't

vou reallze It Injures you in the eves of your ass

“Why do you use such language”” 1 asked her

intes?  Such expressions do not emphasize yanr con-
versation; they merely degrade yon Don't you think
S0 yourself?”

Coloring deeply, she answered:—"1 nst don't (hink
I'm used to hearing It and say It as It comes to e
but T'Il try to be more careful  And she kKept her
word, for 1 heard no wore valgavity from her [ps

In some of the workrooms talking Is permitted pro-
vided the privilege 18 not abused, but moderation heing
an unknown quantity to these young persons, they
keep up a babble that must be sorely t(rying ta the
forewoman, If her repeated ory for “less nolse” has

any meaning As [our or five languages are some

thues spoken at once, one has a very clear perception
of conditlons nt the thoe of the arrested bullding of
the Tower of Itabel

When one considers the restricted atmosphere of
thelr home environment it {8 not surprising that the
conversation fondulged In is vapid in the extreme, con
sisting mainly of reference (o eallow youths, the Int-
est styles In hats and dresses or the newest effects In
baledressing.  The wonderful and elaborate structures

of tow and halr the girls rear upon thelr heads are

convincing proof of physleal endurance, for the
heat and welght of these coiffares must he most
distressing.

Education Neglected.

Some of the givls arve fairly well educated, that s,
they have a grammar school trajolng.  One told me
she went to high school for a term, but this s the ex
ception.  Most of them zo to work far too =oon, and
a very small percentage attend evenlng school I'hey
all have working papers, for no employer will hire a
cirl who cannot fornish thewmw, but I am inclined to
think the parents of many had been sadly tangled
comcerning the dates of their ebildren’s births, some
appearing lo e uol aver ten, hut on this point the
parents, not the cemployers, are ot faull. None the
less, even these juvenlle workers were healthy and
contented, several I questioned conflding to me thegs
wnch preferved work to schoo!

Some firms strictly probibit eating during working
hours, others permit it at all thmes In the Intter
cases the girls begin to eat as =oon as they arrive
and continue unti! they leave  And the mixtores they
swallow! The awful gastronomic combinations they

devour! How they digest the amount, to say nothing
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Then they both laughed bilariously, and 1 was fain
after all, the hest

to confess that being hungry was
possible reason for cating &,

Where eating during working hours is forbldden a
large luncheon room (s provided; here tea and coffes
can be bovught for two cents & cup or ten cents a week
(milk and sugar Included) I partook of both and
though I have tasted better | bave tasted worse, and
it had the merit of helng alwaya served hot \ pler

ure of this room, tilled with 18 hungry army, exchang

ing amenities, chattering nonsense or induiging 'n
whalesome it rather balsterous fon, shonld dispel the
erroneons impression that prevails anent the depress
inz atmosphere that surronnds the factory worker

For the convenience of the girls wany firms employ

an errand zlvl, whose main duty appeared to me to
be at the beck nod call of Those exacting and often un-
reasonable dmnsels She is expected (o buy thelr

luncheon If they have bronght noone. or if perchance
cnough of them will eluly together o buy some Ap-
petizing delicacy, such as jce cream, candy, cream

puffe aor fralt, her services ave theirs to command, and

woe betlde her If her purchases fall below the mark In

qualliy or quantity. I have known a girl make half a
dozen trips in one morning to perform errands that
could all have been done ot the same time, these In-
conglderate creatures developing sudden and unrea
sonnble whims against wineh their hand maiden dare
not rehel

Ome day a small rlot ensued upon the refusal of
thiz girl to walk seven blocks for certain Kinds of
small cnkes called “Kisse seven of which were
purchasable for five cents gt the long distance store,
while nearer stores gave only sixc The matter was
finally adjusted by the forewoman, who upheld the
errand girl. The latter became the recipient of binck
looks and haughty stares (rom the disgruntled Kiss
caters for the rest of the day

From the conversations | overhenrd T gathered that

great numbers of the zirls frequented the theatres

They vislt, too, the less desirable moving picture

Here Tea and Coffec Can Be Had for Two Cents a Cup

of the material, will always remain a mystery to me,
but that they do asslmilate it and thrive upon it is
irrefutable, for taken en masse they are healthy, clear
eved, well developed and vigorous, far indecd from
being the lean, emaciated crentures I had expected to
meel

One morning as one of the girls left the vlevitor
she opened hor satehel and, takipg from it o sandwlel
of frankfurters and pickles, commenced to eat with
gusto that was positively refreshing to wltness If not
to inhale.

“Did you come away without your breaktasc:s [
asked.

“I had brealcfast all right,
surprised al my question,

“How, then, can you ecat agaln 80 soon’*” | per-

she answered, evidently

“isted

“I'm lungry agaln, that’s why,” she replied o ap-
parent Indignation. 1 gay, Becky,” she cried, discoy-
ering one of her chosen spirits, “this one (polnting to
mer wants to know whby 'm eating I tells bher I'my
hungry.”

shows They sing the newest aongs, take vacations
and excurslons during the summer, skate o winter
and disport themselves generally as normal girls are
apt to do The con-
templated placing of dance halls under municipal pro-
tection f& n ostep In the rleht direction; its consumma-

To danciug they are devoted.

tion cannot come 10 5001

When Jecalousy Comes.

Of the green eyed monster they are patbetic vie
tims.  In factories where a large office foree Is main-
talned  thelr Jealousy of jre jpersonnel would  be
amusing were It not pregoant with spite and malice,
bul where thls fealousy existed § found that it had
it redemptive gualittes, Inasmuch as It demonstrated
a deslre to attain something higher than thelr pros-
ent <tatus, though they lacked the ability aud ap
plleation necessary to arrlve (here
Hearing a fracds one nountime, [ investignied and

Alscoyered thit one of the (yvpewrirers and 8 (actory

hand were having an altercagion conecerning the mils-

viacewent of sowe avtlcle of wearlug apparel,

SHE 15 o

My First Vcniurc Was in a Boys' Shirt Waist Factory

Asking the factory girl what the trouble was, ghe
turned savagely on me, exclalming:—

“Trouble! Do you think I'd let her trouble me?
Tuke (t frow we, there's no trouble, but because she
cin thump a typewrlter she veedn't think she's got
anything on me." ¢

Of current events the girls are lamentally fgnorant,
even the smattering they acquire from the occasional
perusal of a dally vewspaper or from conversation
with others cqually uninformed being garbled and
distorted
whether the pames of those that are household words
Worldly wise, yvet unso-
phisticated, they lack poise and adaptabllity, and

Mugazines they uever read. [ doubt
are even known to theo.

though brimmivg over with tawdry sentiment and
cheap emotion, they are neppable of real sensibility
Notwithstanding these disadvantages, they are hedzed
with an overwhelming scose of self-vespect, and the
clrl whose personality suggests infuorality is a rare

exception, I questioned many, and one and allwere
pnequivecally resentful conceruing the hysierical out-
Lursts so ulften wade in thelr behalf,

(!

e much vaunted beaury of the factory girl Is as
wythical as her oppression. Many are not even passa.
bly good lookipg; others have a cheap, Inslgnificant
pretiiness, and perhaps fdyve per cent, If well zroomed
and turned out by a capable modiste, would be attrae
tive, bat of the hundreds | saw not one could lay
clafhn to positive beauty
tions, below medium height, and <o overdeveloped that
the curves of youth and grace are ost In adipose. To
their detriment they are addicted o the use of cos-
metles, which they apply most inartistically, defeat

They ure. witn 1w excep-

ing the ends they seck to acqulre Cheap and fdAashy

Jewelry they also affect in profusion.

Home lovers they are nof, desplsing everything per-
[bey look upon marriage as
i means to the attalnment of what they belfeve will
be a life of rresponsibility and indolence.  As wives
and mothers | s foclined to think they will prove
miserable failures

Caring for Them.

When they are I or alling the forewoman insists

» the patlent resting In & retiring room set apart for
that purpose, aod If the indisposition !s sofficientiy
serlons the girl is =ent home In charge of another,
whose car fare Is pald and whose loss of time is as-
sumed by the firm. By such tokens may we not rest
assured that the well belng of his hands = a matter
of some solicltude to the employer?

In the wmatter of dress the givls are entirely imita-
tive. Fashion Is their divinity Few of thewm have
any aptitude for sewing, and those that make their
own clothes are of a very swmall minority  The ready
to wear suits, bats and walsts are purchased by them,
inferiority of materlal, make and workmanship not
belng factors that appeal to them: bence they pay the
highest prices, not realizing how much they conld
save In money and gain (o effect and quality if they
wonld cultlvate the use of the needle  Questloning
a girl on this ane day, she explained that she had no
time to sew.

“Daoes your mother never help roo make yvour
clothes7" 1 asked

“Oh. no,” she replied: “mother can't sew any hetler
than [ can, nor can my married sister; and what's the
use of sewing, nnyway., when yon can buy things all
ready to put on so cheap, withgut any bother or fiss-
lug or (rying on and altering ¥

In writing an article of this deseription 't must bhe
borne in mind that in deserlbing the factory vl as |
found her I am compelled to generalize.  There were
Individual cases where the givls were the opposite of
my generalization—girls who eschewed the exaggera-,
tfons of fashion, girls in whan lnnade refinement.
gontle speech and a keen sense af  responsibility
roward their employers stood oud with Alpine elear-
ness, hut they were rare exceptions

A word concerning the forewomen may not bo our
of place. ‘They are offen represented as bard tasy
masters and indiferent to the well being of those
under thelr care. There may be some such, but if
so | was singnlarly fortunate in those T met.  They
were upiformly khud, conslderate and In sowe cases
overlndulgent.

Taken all i all T fonod lfe fn o factory a not un
pleasant one, considering the rm'i:l] and mentadl Hmi
tations of ite followers. With board and lodging the
Tomestie servant carns more mouey, but she sacrifices
the Mberty, the soctal equallty, the reereation, the
chiitnge and, above all, the gregavionsness that her
fnctory sister enjoys.  The attalnuient of happiness
as we view It from our Individusl standpoint is. after
all, the inalienable vlzlit of all of us, awd of happhiess
a= she anderstands It 1 do not besitate e say tha

Lactory giel bgs Tad weasute,

laining to honsekeeping




