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lITRfEING the Story of an Intimate Inquiry Into the
I Life of the Young Woman Who Is Erroneously Q
Supposed To Be the Most Downtrodden of Her Sex

II lCopFr1hl aOlO li tbo Now York Herald Co Ml rlrt ft rriMaMl
HAVE been a factory girl in six different factories
I have worked side by side with the factory handsI I have sbnrc their lot gained the confidence oC

many and inn prepared to prove by Intimate por
sonnl knowledge Hint Iliclr lives far from being

the wretebod colorless oues that nre generally pre
seated to view are practically care free and repute
with optimism while the stunted emaclatcd hollow
chested wid eyed worker Is u myiii puio and

My llrsl venture was In n boys shirt wnlsl factory
I applied lo the superintendent for work After ask-
ing

¬

n few general questions IIP referred me to the
forewoman who prnmpily fniind n place for me Ask-
ing

¬

what compensation I would rncolve she told me It
depended entirely on myself work being paid by the
piece

Might here let mo say Is the root of the low was
problem Girls mike whnt they earn Many If they
would could earn much more than they do but It Is
hardly fair to blame the employers for not paying for
unperformed work In this factory good workers
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Spend Much Time Before the Mirror

L tarred from 10 to SlS a week In exceptional cases
reaching lu to 1S

1 next worked in a handkerchief factory Here the
rorlc was harder Inasmuch as most of It had lo be
performed while standing but seats were provided
mud any girl could perform liar task seated for at
least u port lou of the time

The handkerchief factory Is n world of Its own To
the uninitiated the ninny pairs of hands through which
It handkerchief goes before Il reaches the shipping de-

partment Is almost incredible and where there arc fo
many grades It Is to be expected the waxes will vary
cording to the quality of the work turned out but I

could learn of nobody earning helots 3 a week-

In a feather factory tollable and steady willow
makers earn ns much us H a week 7 being the low-

est
¬

amount I heard of excepting learners who re-

ceive

¬

3 a week while Jenrning In the dull season

about three mouths during the year the wages are
lower pompons and a cheaper graile of feathers being
made from the tops and stumps of the used Hues

In an embroidery factory wages ranged from Sf to

S10 a week The lower suns Is an Insignificant wage

hut I venture lo assert that unless factory work were
paid by the piece the employers would promptly face
bankruptcy proceedings

They Earn No More
Being so paid It Is true that In tome instances girls

do not earn more than from 5 to H a week but these
1 found were girls who were indifferent workers girls
who spent much time before the mirror and wasted as

much more with their rouse and powder rag those

who dawdled their lime away who talked Incessantly-

and who ante late and loft early for piece work Is the
j least contlulug of auy work 1 know and piece oper-

ators

¬

come and go at their own sweet will almost any
excuse sutlklng for the forewoman providing tho

work she requires Is ready when she calls for It

For the girls without parents living on such re-

stricted amounts If naturally a dllllcull problem but
1 found that those who are dependent on their own ex

trtlons and entirely Bclfsupportlng develop a sense of

responsibility and early reICh the higher mule of
wages Of poverty hi Its abject form as I have so

often heard It described I saw absolutely no tjgus
My experiences In the different factories tint em-

ployed

¬

mo were almost Identical my associates of one

calibre crude carefree responsible
That the freedom from care the unrestricted happy

go lucky life they lead may nnd In nutty Instances
undoubtedly docs work lo their 11hfil nUt 1gc Is un-

deniably true
Many girls arc hazy shiftless mud Ignorant No

matter how lenient tbe rules anti comfortable the sir
froundlngn repented knocking of the employer teems

if be his inevitable fate They regard him at thick
arch enemy and apparently have no sense of respons-
lyy toward him They are unnppiuclatlvc of efforts

1

made In their behalf resent rules made for their pro
toctlon and In tho matter of property ore vandals
They waste their employers materials are un-

tidy
¬

In their habits and positively blind to disorder and
confusion All time factories in which F spent my time
were light airy clean and provided with modern con-

veniences nil of which the girls accepted with conde-
scension

¬

unlempercd with appreciation
Ono day I ventured to reprove a girl for an tspo

daily uncalled for waste of material Vhat do I

care the ntorted Hie boas can alloul It If Id
got half the movies he has Id never work Mind your
business Alai you got troubles of your own Lot
this Is the exception The girls lire nearly all Inclined
lo be friendly and accept kindly admonition in the
spirit It Is given

Sitting next to me in the embroidery factory was a
girl whose profanity and rfWsenoss were appalling

Why do you use such languageV 1 asked her Dont
you realize It Injures you In the eyes of your asso-

ciates Such expressions do not emphasize your con-

formation

¬

they merely degrade you Dont you think
to yourself

Coloring deeply she answered 1 Just dont think
Im used to hearing It and say It as It corner to me
but Ill try to bo more careful And she kept her
word for I heard no more vnlgarlly front her lips

In some of the workrooms talking Is permitted pro-

vided the privilege Is not abused but moderation being-
an unknown quantity to these young persons they
keep up a babble that must he sorely trying to tin
forewoman If her repented cry for less noise hint
any meaning As four or live languages are some-

times
¬

spoken at once one hay a very clear perception
of conditions at the time of the arrested building of
the Tower of Babel

When one considers the restricted atmosphere of
their home environment It Is not surprising that the
conversation Indulged In Is vapid In the extreme con
slstlng mainly of reference lo callow youths the lat-

est
¬

styles In bats amid dresses or the newest effects In

hnlrdresslng The wonderful and elaborate structures
of tow and hair the girls rear upon their heads nre
convincing proof of physical endurance for the
heat and weight of those coiffures must be most
distress Ing

Education Neglected
Some of the girls are fairly well educated hunt Is

they have II grammar school training One told me
she went to high school for a torah but this Is the ex-

ception
¬

Most of them go to work for too soon and
n very small percentage attend evening school They
all have working papers for no employer will hire n

girl who cannot furnish them but I am Inclined to
think he parents of many hind ban sadly tangled
concerning the dates of their children births some
appearing lo me not over ten but on this point the
parents not the employers are at fault None HIP-

less even hose juvenile workers were healthy and
contented several I questioned confiding to me they
ninth preferred work to school

Some firma strictly prohibit eating during working
hours others permit It at all times In the littler
cases the girls begin to eat as soon us Ihey arrive
and continue until they leave Arid the mixtures they
swallow The awful gastronomic combinations they
devour thaw they digest the amount to say nothing

J
and

of the material will nlwnys remain mystery me

but they do assimilate It and upon IH

Irrefutable for en masse they are healthy
eyed well developed and vigorous for Indeed from
being the lean emaciated creatures had expected
meet

One morning us one of the girls left the elevator
she opened hog satchel and taking from sandwich
of frankfurters ltd pickles commenced to eat with
gusto was positively refreshing to witnessMl not

Inhale
Did you come away without your breakfast

asked-
I had breakfast nil right she nnwcrcd evidently

Surprised my question
liow then can you cat again so don pcr

sisted-
Im hungry again thills Vliy sbeuepMed In up-

pnrcnt Indignation Say Becky sha cried discov-
ering

¬

onto of her chosen spirits this ono polntlnp
why Im eating Tin

hungry

Then they both laughed hilariously mind was fain
confess that being hungry was after all the best

possible reason for eating J
Where eating during working hours Is forbidden

large luncheon room Is provided lucre tea and
coil be bought for two cents n cup or ten cents wetk
milk nnd sugar Included partook of both and
though have tasted bettor I have tasted worse and
it hind the merit of being always served hot A pict-

ure of this room tilled with Its hungry nrmy exchang-
ing amenities chattering nonsense or Indulging In

wholesome if rather boisterous fun should dispel the
erroneous Impression that prevails anent the depress-
Ing atmosphere that surrounds the factory worker

For the convenience of the girls many frills employ
an errand girl whosp mail In duty appeared to UIP to
he at the beck and call ofTlmie exacting and often un-

reasonable damsels She Is expected to buy their
luncheon If they hire brought none or If perchance
enough of will clth-t together to buy some ap-

petizing delicacy such as ice cream candy crenate
puffs or fruit her services nre theirs to command and
woe betide her If her purchases full below the mark In

quality or quantity I havT known girl make a
trips in one nlnrnhto perform errands that

could all have been donel4t the salute time these In-

considerate creatures developing sudden and unrea-
sonable whimsagainst which their hand malden dare

1

not rebel
One day small riot ensued upon the refusal of

this girl to walk sewn blocks for certain kinds of
small cakes called kisses seven of were
purchasable for live cents pl the long distance store
while nearer stores gore only six matter way

finally adjusted by the forewoman who upheld the
errand girl The latter became time recipient of black
looks and haughty stares front the disgruntled
caters for the rest the day

Irom the conversations overheard gathered that
great numbers of the girls frequented the theatres
They visit too the less desirable moving picture
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shows They sing the newest songs take vacations
mud excursions during the Minuncr skate In winter
and disport themselves generally as normal girls are
apt to do To dancing they are devoted The con-

templated pbiclng of dance halls under municipal pro

tcctlon Is a stop In the right direction its consuoimti-
tlou cannot come to soon

i

When Jealousy Comes
Uf flic green eyed monster they nrjj paluetlc

r
vic

tims-

tained
In factories s where n large ullf l3 fovea Is main ¬

their Jealousy of its vould be-

amusing wore It not pregnant with spltu mill mnlLe
him where this Jealousy existed 1 found that it hud
Its redemptive qualities Inasmuch as It dpihonstratcd
a desire to attain Konii thhiK higher than their pros
oat status though they lacked the ability and ap-

plication necessary to arrive there T
Hearing u fracas one nonnUm I hvc5ll liled and I

discovered thai one of tilt typewriters iud H factory
baud wee having an altercation foncerjftu tH lily
ulucetuent of oOtue article of wearing tf U Vul-
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ASking tho factory girl what the trouble was she
turned savagely on me cxclujmlng

Trouble Do you think Id let her trouble me
Take It from me there no trouble but because she
can thump n typewriter she neednt Uilnk shes got
anything on me

Of current events the girl arc lamentably Ignorant-

even time smattering they acquire from the occasional
perusal of n dally newspaper or from conversation
with others equally uninformed being garbled and
distorted Magiiliies they never rend I doubt
whether tin names of those that are household words
are even known to them Worldly wise yet unso-

phisticated

¬

they lack poise and adaptability said

though brlmmlug orer with tawdry sentiment and
chonp emotion they are Incapable yf ivul senslblltlV
Notwithstanding these disadvantages they nrcJiedgcd-

with an overwhelming SQIISC of ulfr poei and Hi

girl whose personality suggests fnnuorailij Is I iiro-
pxceptlon I questioned many and ono and all wivu-
ipqulvoeallv ivsentful concerning Hu litsicri l1I1 nut
uui > u so often made in their biflwlf

r e

The much vaunted beauty of the factory girl Is IlA

mythical as her oppression Many are nut even passa-
bly

¬

good looking others have a cheap Insignificant
prettlness and perhaps tine per cent If well groomed-

and turned out by a capable modiste would be aitrac
live hilt of the hundreds I saw not one could lay
claim to positive beauty They are witii tew excep-

tions
¬

below medium height Hud so overdeveloped that
the curves of youth and grace are lost In adipose To
their detriment they are addicted to the use of cos-

metics which they apply most Inartistically defeat-
Ing the ends Lucy seek to acquire Cheap dad 3n any

Jewelry they nlso affect In profusion
Home lovers they are not dcsptslng everything per-

taining
¬

to housekeeping They look upon marriage its
a menus to the attainment of tc flat they believe will
be a life of Irresponsibility and Indolence As wives
and mother + l9 am Inclined to think they will prove
miserable failure

Caring for Them
When they are 111 or ailing time forewoman Insists

oa the patient resting In a retiring room set apart for
hnr purpose and If the Indisposition hs ufllclcntly-
orlons the girl Is sent home In charge of another

whose car faro Is paid anti whose loss of time Is as-
sumed by the llrm By tnch tokens may we not rest
assured that the well being of ills hands Is a mutter
of sonic solicitude to the employer

In the matter of dress the Iris aro entirely Imita
live Fashion Ls their divinity Few of them bare
duty aptitude for sewing and those that make their
own clothes are of a very small minority The ready
to wear suits lint and waists are purchased by them
Inferiority of material make and workmanship not
being factors that appeal to them hence they pay the
highest prices not realizing how much they could
save In money and gain hi effect and quality If Lucy
would cultivate the use of the needle Questioning
a girl on this one day she explained that she hUll no
time to sew

Does your mother never help you mania our
clothedc I asked

Oh no sbe replied mother cant sew guy better
than I can nor can my married sister and whats till
use of sewing anyway when you can buy things ill
ready to put on so cheap without any bother or fus s-

lug or trying on tumid altering-
In writing an article of this description It must be

borne In mind that in describing the factory girl is I

found her I am compelled to generalize There war
Individual eases where the girls were the opp dir It
my generalization girls who chewed the exnpgir
tlons of fashIon girls in whom Innate refinement
gontlc speech and n keen sense of rcsponslblllM-
rrtward their employers stood out with Alpine clear-
ness nut they were tare exceptions

A word concerning the forewomen may not be our
of place They are often represented m bard toy
masters and Indifferent to the well bolus of tlu i

under their emir There may bo some such lent
so I wits singularly fortunate In those I mot Thc
were uniformly kind considerate and In some easi-

overludulRcnt
Taken all In all I found life In a factory a not nn

pleasant one considering < he ocial amid mental Ilml
ration of HRfvl00 With board fluid lodging Hu
domestic servant earns nureanouey but she sncri i

the liberty tIll social equality the recreation hue
Ilitngp nid linn all the gregnrloiiKiio tutu hrr-

fnclim slMir cnjov < The iifiliinuiit r Happiness
is we tt It from cur lndl Idutl 11l1l1pailll is after
tell thug Inalienable rig in of all 01 us lUll 01 uinplin y

h sir in tin + tuuis it 1 do ini iesilit lu day Ha
taul iri d t uu lilt


