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GROCERS CAN WIN A VICTORY.

Are the grocers of Ogden willing to do themselves good and
the people a great service? The dealers claim they are not making
an unfair profit; the people complain that the prices on groceries
are beyond all reason. Some one is wrong; is it not possible that
the grocers are at fault?

Large sums of money are going out of this city to Eastern
houses for goods, which is an injury to local trade and a constant
menace to the business interests of Ogden. Something must be done
to restore confidence. The grocers have it within their power to
keep this money at home and to inspire faith in their pretentions
at fair dealing. As the first step, they must allow competition
and freedom of action on the part of any or all grocers; and, sécond, I
they must scale down their prices.

As it is today, the cash trade is leaving the grocers, and local
dealers are forced to carry a load of debts. If there was competi-
tion, even though the margin of profit be large, that tendency to
send aw:{y for goods would be overcome by the confidence which
would be inspired.

For the good of Ogden, let us appeal to the grocers to cease to
be a combine and to scale down their margin of profit. By doing
these two things gracefully, the grocers have a rare chance to prove
great enough to correct their errors.

If the grocers at their next meeting were to discard their sys- |
tem of secret fixing of prices and to declare a general reduction — |
the necessaries of life, we believe every man and every woman in
this city would feel like shaking them by the hand and extending
congratulations,

No body of men ever had a greater opportunity to do their city
immeasurable good than have the grocers of Ogden.

Will they prove equal to the opportunity?

UNION PACIFIC LEADS.

W. L. Park of Omaha, general superintendent of the Union
Pacific, is doing great service for his road by his public talks on
railroad conditions. Lately that official has been East and a short
time ago he spoke before the New England Association of Railroad
Surgeons, his topic being, “‘Conditions Necessary for the Safe» Op-
eration of the Railroad From a Constructive View, Individualized,
Example of Best Organized Railway."

In describing the development of railroads in the United
States. Mr. Park brought out the fact that the construction of the
first few miles ‘‘was painfully slow and lacked the essential of
elasticity, which, with other faults, soon condemned such expensive |
mcthodsi We then, by stress of circumstances, drifted to the other
extremo—little attention was paid to stability or safety. The rapid
development of the country compelled the use of unfinished road-
beds—little attention was paid to drainage; water cut through the
banks, frequently causing accidents. The economical era follow-
ing the phenomenal railroad construction of the last century,
taught us to build less hastily and more securely. Our impetus,
ho\x:ever, was so great that we have as yet hardly slowed down suf-
ficient to realize what is necessary in construction for safe opera-

tion.

Mr. Park then pointed out the great outlay that is now being |
made to secure conditions for safe operation, and to correct the |
hastily constructed lines of the era during which as many as 70,000 ‘
miles of rail was laid in one decade t

There followed an outline of a well organized railway, |
stipulating conditions which if carried out should make the man- }
agement of the particular property immune from even unbiased |
and just criticism from the public or railroad experts. That the |
example he had in mind was the Harriman system would seem to |
be evident in that he told of the ‘‘Publicity for Accidents’’ inang- |
urated by and in use on those lines by which accidents involving |

serious personal injuries, loss of life or heavy property loss are in- |

vestigated by boards of inquiry, which, in addition to the railroad i

officials, are composed of United States army officers, state gov- |
ernors, mayors along the route, business men, farmers and other |
prominent, citizens whose integrity is undisputed.

A Boston paper, commenting, says that obviously then, Mr

Park feels that the Union Pacific has adopted such methods of op- :
eration on his line as to make them feel perfectly safe in having !
those methods carefully scrutinized by an inquisitive and eriticizing |

public without being accused of employing shoddy, unsafe or loose
management
moves from the officials the taint of alleged mercenary suppression,
nullifies yellow journalism and enlists the assistance of public sen-
timent to enforce a closer observance of rules and laws."

Another requisite of a well organized railroad was stated to be
the automatic block signals. These are employed extensively on
the Harriman lines which have the notable reputation of possessing
over 3b per cent of all the mileage of automatic block signals in
service on all railroads in the United States

During an interview Mr. Park went more into the details as to
the millions of dollars spent in the past 10 years on the Harriman
lines, straightening dangerous curves, lowering difficult grades and
bringing track conditions to perfection.

Having thus wisely provided the features of construction
which make for safe operation, the management of the Union Pa-
cific, it would appear, is still in the advance guard of railroad
Progressiveness, recognizing the value of right training and educa-
tion in all branches of railroading to secure safe operation as well
as to educate its personnel to best utilize the facilities which have
been given them.
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FLOUR IS GOING DOWN. !

During the last few days there has been considerable unsteadi.
ness in the flonr market. The Continental Supply Co. and Domoto
& Co, both Japanese firms, had been selling flour for $2.85 per |
hundred, or $1.45 per sack, but since The Standard, in last even- |
ing's issue, announced that one of these firms had soid flour, up to
yesterday, for $2.85 per hundred, the price has gone up in the Jap-
anese stores.

This morning The Standard called up eight grocery stores and |

asked for prices. The Continental Supply Co. and Domoto & Co. had

raised from $2.85 to $3.10 per hundred. When asked what had |

caused the raise, the gentlemen said that flour had gone up. The
facts, probably are, that the combine had labored with the Jap-
anese,

The following stores quote the following prices on flour this

morning; in each case it is either Peery Bros. or Ogden Milling & i

Elevator Co.'s best flour:

Continental S8upply Co., Wall Ave., per sack... . ........ ..$1.60 | "
Wilcox Grocery company, per sack ¥ . SMABGS < o drts 2100
Domoto & Co., per sack . DL, v v o R o0 1.65
Hotelling Grocery Store, per SacK.................ooouv... 1.60
Gomer Nicholas, per SACK. .. .........cevvensvinmsonsnnn . 1.60

Gomer Nicholas, 100, Ibs. . ........... 0 0. s g 3.15
J. 8. Carver, per sack
J. 8. Carver, 100 Ibs

Tribe & Jones, cath, pver sack ........ 1.55 |

Tribe & Jones, on time, per sack. .............
Tribe & Jones, cash, per 100 lbs....... e 1o wuls ... 3.06
Tribe & Jones, on time, per 100 lbs. .

It will be seen that Carver & Sons Grocery Co. is the only firm
maintaining the price of $3.25 per hundred, or $1.65 per sack, and
it proves Jim Carver's nerve is still good.

The Standard called up Edgar Jones Grocery Co., who, at
first, auoted $1.50 per sack for best flour, but when attention was
called to the fact that The Standard wanted to give them a little
free advertising, the clerk said, ‘*‘Wait a minute,’’ and one of the
meanagers began to talk over the 'phone. The second man who re-

sponded was guite angry. He said they did not intend to give The |
Standard any prices; said he had given Mr. Glasmann some prices |

{ only at our store The Rexall St

T. H. Carr, corn¢

WHY DO THE PUBLIC

and that he had changed them.

On looking over the Standard files, this paper discovers that
Edgar Jones Co. has not been quoted as giving any prices. There-
fore, the gentleman evidently labors under a misapprehension.

The wholesale vrice of flour, however, remains stationary, at
$2.70 per hundred, or $1.35 per sack, with the distinct understand-
ing, however, that if wheat goes any higher, np will go the whole-
sale price of flour. <X

In the quotations above made, it will be seen that the best flour
was quoted 2]l the way from $1.50 to $1.65 per sack. It remains to
be seen whether the $1.60 price will go up or whether the $1.65
price willl go down to $1.50,

If the two milling companies take a hand in the matter and

refuse to sell flour to any one who cuts the price, up will go the |
The two Ogden milling companies, however, are |

price of flour

concerns of high standing and have not in the past attempted to |

dictate the retail price of flour and they probably will not.

The Standard wishes to again state that, if any of the gentlemen
above, have been misquoted, proof to that effect will promptly cause
correction to be made. A number of our grocery store friends
claim The Standard is unfair to them in not giving the correct
prices. We are pleased to hear that, because it may possibly indi-
cate that the prices The Standard has quoted are too large. If so,
we will be only too pleased to make the correction. We want the
public to understand, however, that up to date not one grocery
store has sent us a statement of any errors made. While a num-
ber of them are telling their customers that The Standard figures

had errors in them, they have not sent any communication point- |
We, however, admit that in the prices pub- |

ing out those errors,
lished a week ago, a number of errors appeared in the wholesale
prices, but in another part of this paper the prices are reproduced
with the corrections in both the retail and wholesale prices. This
paper purposes to continue the publication of prices untii we get
them absolutely correct, and we hope the grocers will help The
Standard in making these corrections. Of course, if the stores have
different prices to different people we cannot quote exact figures,
but we purpose to do the best possible in that line, and if any con-
sumer receives a better price than the prices quoted in another col-
umn, we shall be delighted to publish that fact. We want the gro-
cery stores to get the benefit of the very best prices that are being
offered, because we believe the consumers also will appreciate the
reductions.

It will be seen that in the above quotation, Tribe & Jones offer

a solution of high prices. They are making two prices, for cash and |

on time

It is only fair to state that none of the above firms named were |

seeking any notoriety in this matter; in fact, they all requested
that their names be not used when this paper advised them that we
wanted to give the parties some free advertising

In our prices given heretofore, we have taken our rates from
what the consumers were paying principally, and using the in-
voices which the consumers had. In the prices given today we have
used altogether quotations made by the grocery stores direct. Of
course, if the stores refuse to quote prices, we will have to go back
to the system of taking the invoices of the actual goods sold.

This paper believes that prices in Ogden and Salt Lake are too
high. We want to reduce the prices, if possible.

SHOW SIGNS OF ANGER.

Soqxn of our grocery friends show signs of anger. There is no
reason for anyone to get angry at The Standard ’fhe grocery ’rom-
bine has been in existence for about three or four years and during
all this time the combine was being s!renqthened7.md7pnces m,-.d-?"

permanent. The Standard and the consumers have been good
naturedly paying the prices and there were no sigms of anger

1 A r’nt many of the consumers got together and formed =2
ittle combine of their own and purchased direct from

Eastern
wholesale houses dir

1»'?'"‘ the East th;_.. 1t 15 estimated that almost one-third of the gro-
ceries and provisions are purchased by the consumers direct If

that is so, it presents a condition of affairs of which not only the !

newspapers but the businessmen themselves should take cognizance

If a group of ten to twenty consumers be formed to establish an
agency or if the Eastern wholezale houses establish an agency here
in Ogden and se.ll direct to consumers, it will readily be seen th Wt 1-1
15 only a question of time when the business interests of Ogden
will suffer severely. This paper is not only for the best in!r-;efts
of the consumers but also for the best interest of the busnzpssm‘en
of Ogden. This paper is strongly opposed to sending aWay for
good§. We believe the business interests in this city could. if they
st\_ldxed the situation, properly appreciate the motive that caused
this paper to take hold of this question. If the businessmen gen.
erally will take a hand in this matter, we believe that the O:den
businessmen will obtain from one-third to double the business Dthcv
are now doing. We believe that a proper spirit instilled into the

hearts of the people to patronize home industry will result in better |

prices and better payments and lead to better results all around.
Instead of our grocery store friends showing signs of anger
they should remember that the people of Ogden dig not becbmé
angry during the three or four years that the combine was being
formed and that those who have a right to become angry aye lhcé
consumers and not the grocers who belong to the combine

............... 3.25 |

So many of the people bought their goods direct |
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