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I IIK hurrying workadaj crowd made Broad

t IoIi way seem sober alien Everybody in the

car looked pinched and tired and cold For
r the last few minutes Olive Hastings had

J 6cen considering a subject unplcasantlj recurrent in

her thoughts nowadaysTeLiie 1Vorth Living

For her at least it meant getting up at an uncanny
hour in the morning Il meant standing in a
crowded foulsmelling car H meant taking letters

ti all day at the alternate dictation of two stodgy
middleaged business nice H meant skimping on
lunches and dinners for the sake of a summer vaca-

tion To intermit such unprofitable reflections she
had recourse to the book which she was reading
And then her eyes incurious lackluster roving

i
along the row opposite fell on a facc

It was a face that she had not seen more than
f half a dozen times all told It was a face that she

had not seen once in the last two years But it was
the same face about which nightly she wove her
waking dreams And it had all its old magic The
wintry world suddenly put on the glamours qf May

I Her heart began to leap her head to whirl her blood
quickened to racing speed Praying that her

r emotional illumination would not flare through her
skin she managed to follow up her recognition with

a bow and a smile

t Lawrence Crane had arisen and was ccmijng to-

ward her She made a place at Ijcribidc In another
r

install her hand was in his This i> perfectly
charming r she Was saying

t

What a way he had HOW hs gaze seemed to
drink her down e It seemed ltp assarchdr that
there never had been never l C9tildbe any other

In
IVorhan Hoxv bored he muslIuivc been was her

i

next thought
t-

Yourer the lasts personin AlhoWorld I expectedr J Sc she managed to say
f
Slfc tried to meet

his eyes butt she could not sustain IISJaCc-
i

f + f h
But her glance had shown her that he was quite

ff as bonny = that was her brilfor 1iimns she

remembered him Tall broadshouldered and with
something of the glory of the college athlete linger-

ing
¬

a ol1thimhc had an array of chains From
the crisp waving hair through the straight profile and
down lo the square dimpled chin he was a man who
would arrest a woman attention anywhere

Ills providential he announced She felt his
amused gaze beating through her eyelashes Ive
only been here a day or twp autj Ive had it on mjr

II mind to look you up mjr first frpe evening Thats
tonight I may add unless youre going tp be cruel
and find another engagement t

14 There was the old fascination in his v0icc she
noted them one bj one wclIVcmcmbcrcd ricks of
inflection it was distinctly a magnetic voice

r

t

J

Site fell his arscd gpsc-

As

>

for her all the blood hyhcr body tva surging
TiacU in waxes into her heart and tins timer corn

motion betrayed itself in cite cblor cpmmg in and-

od > t of her pale checks She ticd to lifther eye ¬

rt lids site tried to speak botrffcaU
r

were impossible

tyc looxvd straight ahead To her blurred vision

ll broadway streamed by like a pennant
t

J Youc not going to have anothcV engagement

1 i he urged where do you Hvcj j m

With a tremendous effortshe g the hint her ad
r

dreis Somehow she added dcsjjcrately You know
r

about nip work I suppose
1

JTc i Voice was hoarse
and her throat parched

t-

Oft i course I know all about jL Will you be home

tonight He was risintS V r
ji

She tried lo stay the quivcrVf her lips 1 But siteI I had to hold Un lower one
i
still withheV teeth after

thc had said Yes Ill oe at hqweV t

i
T

f

f
J

r

I

How wonderful he was How handsome It
made her dizzy to meet his eyes in that< longago
visit to Helen Undeveloped silentawkward as she
was every word that he gave her Seemeda caress
Now It was ex en tt rsehie v cry presence

y t
was a

vibration his words were bliss
Was she reaming Had the skies falcn She

tried to line something to hold to Evcrj thing
comes to him who waits came uppermost in her
ruin in stupid reiteration She wondered if that
explained Next she was conscious of being glad
that she wore Helens gray dressit was the most
becoming thing she had Heavens he must have
seen Helen In it again and again But men never
remembered Would Helen really have married
him she wondered He had engaged in a desperate
flirtation with her cousin during that week that
they had both met him for the first time andihis
flirtation had actually lapped over the announce-
ment

¬

of Helens bcthrothal to another man The first
thing that had occurred to Olive when she heard of
Helens broken engagement six months ago was
that Lawrence Crane would renew his suit Perhaps
he had and perhaps Helen had refused him She
would not speak to him of her she decidedcst-
ecially now when there was a coolness between
herself and Helen t

Was life worth living It joy to get up at
the uncanny hour in the morning t It tdsltlli to
Stand in a crowded foul smelling car It vvs
i aptarc taking letters all day long 1tl1c alternate
dictation of i two stodgj middleaged busincssJ inenl

T

It Tiflj ccstacj to skimp on lunches and dinners for
tie sake of a vacation it ly

f k b

4
She ran from the car to the office Shc rac l1llP

tUc To irv flighty oi stairs nocICjValon could told J
her spirits that morning Opening the d0ortvitlt
a jerkshe rushed in precipitating hcrself inta the
arms of six feetof the other sex about to > rusiouti

My hands are uphe said with gtsturtlicrparley-
I

t

moncjs ill my miner coalpoqlce i >
She laughed and drew back Buti what are iyou

doing here site demanded in the next jijstariT-

Im Merriam the now partncr
i
IYouVc gQtfpe

roped thrown and tiedbut dont mindPtlie = t

She stared at him nonplused He loolcd fresh
young absolutely untamed and yet he mjglt have
been thirty His skip had been weather beaten unjl
it was a cheerful mahogany lie had big unabashed
gray eyes as clcftr as a childs j

Olive hung up her hat and jacket and hcrdtands
played carelessly back and forth over her hair llerT
checks were still brilliant with excitement v

I dont suppose you know a cowboy iranI tax ri
collector he said his eyes following the flitting
hands e j

Her spirits bubbled over him Id like lo Unpw how
anybody can escape knowing what a cowboy is shy
said when the magazines are full ofthem and I
know every one of the fiftyseventarielies byheart i

1 suppose all your life long jotic doe nothing but
think noble thoughts about the stars I don t suppose
you ever gave way to a temptation your life-

I could without straining a muscle he asserted
if it were little and lark and had brown eyes I

She sighed elaborately Im sorry my eyes arc blue
Dill I make such a mistake as tliai tie leaped

forward with an alacrity that impelled her a few steps
backward but he examined her eyes interestedly and
took so long thttshc accused him of bi ngrblhnd-

oX only dazzledile was almost mournful about
it

You must get used toIbciilg dazzled she replied
with spirit Im a fixture about thisofficel

ttHe was meek Its smoked glasses for me hereafter
Im read to take any letterssite was beginning

when the door opened aunt the senior partner carte in
The elder man went out after a while and SIQ never

ullcifd to any man in her life as she talked to him But
while she was chattering her swiftest laughing heft
merriest and coquetting with him in the way that
seemed to be natural effervescence oft her mood

her heart was beating to the singlcrefraili1c is
coming nght I t

0 jHer companion was cry consciou of her presence
all day long and submitted her loimobtnjgiva banter
that she soon grew to distinguish by his own term

I
joshing but he was careful not 40 Interfere with tier

woik I V f
+

That night on her tray house she perpetrated tic
unhearc of extravagance of buying a bunch of s iolcjs
and later of ordering a fire in the parlor After dinner
the put on the one frivolous goynI sle had aford e d
in iwo > cars a soft rose pin crepe and tucking the

r

violets into her
J
belt went down to meet her guest

I

The firelight flamed and sparklqd anti glowed as he-

I

i
tl s

lazily heaped it with wood or allowed it to flicker outs

Gracious you arc doing the thing up brown he

said irrelevantly once gazing about the queer room-

with its faded magnificence

Of course I am she said Fancy Im the only

boarder in this wonderful old mausoleum They were
j

simply driven to iiits the Last of the ICnitkciboclccrs1-
V

business again
h

He did a great deal of the talking for till thp

strangling thrillingly sweet shynesS that his proximity
lmeant enveloped her in a blmdmggmisl It ws torture

to meet his eves Always it Tttcutttltc sudden e
ij1

downward of her lashes and the itumcdiale anslverin-

quiver of her lips He had guessed all this site cplti
tijccturcd for he amused himself by holding titer eyes

with his until the torment drowning the rapture theta
made mute appeal to him Then he would turn his gaze
away only to return fascinated to the charge again
At such times the throb in her throat was so strolfg
and the pounding of her heart so fierce that it seemed

as if her voice would never come when she attempted

to speak
Fortunately they had much to say at first about tltcr

people in Worcester who
t
Crane acknowledged had

gucn him the time of his life in that plen alt week
two years ago Site could tell him much for until their

J

fr is r

r r s

J q

recent estrangement had kept her wellinformed

Faithful her resolution however she did notmention
Helens name Xor did lie When he left nt halfpKt
nine it was wilh more than one admiring farewell-

glance at Olives flushed and sparkling face r

She stood for a moment dreaming over lhcwondcrc
of u till tt hen tits bell rang and suddenly to her great1

surprise Mr Merriam appeared in the doorwij >Ffq
slopped and stared Jor the second time lha tr evening
a pair of masculine eyes told her that sha wig f4ri

II was just goingfbj he announced bicczjly jjfeif
his coming wasthcmostisatttral m t11eteh4is7-

dan I thought TJ look in on you Do jou tjuhw what

Im going tuJoliewent ou aids a rapidity tiatfOre
stalled any comment of hers vc cant waste a tire
like that Im going out and get a popper antlaomc-

I
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cant ami were going to snake some popcorn Before

she could catch her breath the door closed again

Her mirth at the thought of trying to buy a corn

popper Jon Broadway was still dying away in little

inc rdgiblc smiles when the maid let him in again

He related his adventures to her while he opened his

bundles They included a pound of butter because
J

astlio explained he simply could not cat popcorn

wftjidiiu butter and a huge basket containing

fnntt J
She vas delighted that he had tome for she was

too exited to go to bed He popped the corn and she

curipusl enough did all the tfcirg And how sit-

ednlalh t She beat even her Krn of their

morning tclcatelc
t

MuTnam could not seem to get enough of her His
I

eyes did not follow and conpcl her gaze as Cranirs-

had >Tjic dwelt on her Wt1 the same halfwondering
halfwistful wholly tender expression that she had

r

sUrprfccd in them this morning It seemed to be

cxpjainpd when he exclaimed suddenly Oh you

dont know how good it is to see a woman again when

youc been two years in the cow country l

Iii site next two weeks she saw little of Mcrriam

for he was sent on a business trip into the middle of

the State But Crane came two nights later skipped

r r

Youft ffoiitff to Ultikstpl ot
j t

4

Helen

<

thing

melted

record

> r 2iuwl then three in sucfccssion c FPeda nightthen
j i

coi inytly G

i was beginning to pct oer her shyness NowV
1 r1 i II

ocuastonall she dared to meet his cres m a pyscholo-

giicalsoultosoul conflict which he often tacitly admitted-

tQjhCvi
J

draw by shifting his gaze
c yrthc most p1rtIhowccr he still did the talking

t

t
l j ur cycn there she was beginning to assertYv

Ajnl jtc drolinLss of her point of view the svvincss
olieu retorts often left Jiim beggared words Once

bCtc she carried joking warfare into his very campJd
4

That
> f

last night their intimacy had reached the point

t
j

wliccei it allowed them to meditate an instant in silent

iJojuicr over a subtle coincidence m taste He inter-

rupted it to say carelessly Oh whats become of that

lijtlo cousin of yours that I met in Worcester

Olive Quitted her brows for a considering second
l

5 Q2

t
1

i
Then an awful certainty zigzagged through the crystal ofl

i

her happiness shattering it to a million fargments
r
t

A little dart thing he went on she was staying t
tvith jou What is the matter

Olive was staring stricken
t

Will you tell mewhat my name is sheashed
t

btupidlj-

He

r

q
laughed Helen Hastings of course t

C Site pulled herself together The new laugh that h < il

had helped her to find in herself rippled out bravely
Xow Ic got il she said in trIumph Tram the I

first I wondered how you happened to remember me I

so well vhcnyou saw me so few times And you made-
J1niistakci

l

Im not Helen Hastings Im the little dark
cousin that you speak of My father died soon after a

J met you and I became a stenographcr
y

Youre not Helen Hastings he said stupidlj
She nodded her head in assent

I

The air was so full of things that neither could aY-
rthat they choked breathing them in

He laughed at last and with a fair degree of natural-
ness

¬
I

Of course I see it all now Youxc grown to
look surprisingly like your cousin They told me that
Helen was doing Settlement work

Is Helen in town Olive asked dull t III did not
know il but do not strange as we have not corrlv

i

spondcd foj a long time

They tried fo talk down he constraint the atmos-
phere lint it made long pauses between their remarks l
Jt intensified the ticking of the clock that as if to save
the situation seemed to be going lt double speed

Olive lost all her sparkle she3kcPt thinking that she1
iv j

had spent with wide flung generous hands a gold that
wa not hcrs Remarks tbatAhc he3rdwHispacddt
him kept coming il1loher head Lawrence Crane will
nccr iiiarry anybody but a rich girl was one ti them
They lulled the last remnant of her vivacity

When lIe left it was with a formal ndshakeand
J

a still more formal word of farewell

He came again after a long interval once more But
his calls were silent joyless on her partilittle too
vivacious on his Then for a long time she did not
see him

I

The Sunday after his last call Merriam appeared
hack front a successful trip He came into the room
like icabrecrc stinging her into a recrudescence of
her lost hilarity with an impetuous onslaught of
narrative I

i

i lie insisted on taking her away for the day When
he left her she had regained all her lately Idst self e

confidence
i

She had little chance to lose it again jot in the next

month he was constantly with her Evenings
he took her out to dinner to the theatre or

for long walks in the park When t he was not with her

the ision of his tall figure and his freshcolored gray

cjcd face remained It came gradually to oust amore
splendid presence from her thoughts Perhaps the fact

that sic saw Crane at the theatre once or twice Vith-
x u-

rhercousin Helen helped this process J t r f

One Sunday two months later she was cuVpriscd j
I

r

1y a t isit from Crane She was at hervery best with j

iiini that daj for his eves hadno more effect upon her

thana
i

pair of pebbles It was she wbodidthe talking

lie the listening Before he went lie startled herby-

ri

I

an 3fiC of marriage In the momentin nhich she i

hunledfjor words m which to refuse it she wondered
1

IN Helen also had rejected hint ljcr fused to accept I

her no and left almost elated She felt now she 1

mighfljelii possession of data that would assure Bunt I

of what tier own words evidently could I11ot-

tXA matter of fact she hail the evideuc thacxcry-

hiht

J

for Merriam sitting on the rug and holding ihe-

Voinpopper
t

ocr the flames announced that thc finn j Jt
had decided on sending him to Goldfields the next week

Then he abruptly asked her to marry him t
IJ t

She accepted t
I there are some things I want to tell you site

saiU cjing him curiously In the first place I didnt WI
t

fBct jou quite honcstlj There was another man rjc-

cLadl
j

thought he cared <for me and so on the
ti

I

strength of his admiration it

II
f Go on ire said promptly c r
t iti clap 1 feel it ci my conscience to clJOlt nat t

1 11

vvrurc getting an article tits isnt mdcb indcmancL
I 11

all my experience I never had but one prop
tl

and
I

What do the dandarlog this town know about
f aj-

rwlwoman he internol ted contemptuously Co an If

Slid Ie never been kissed in my Hfctfj
h

t
The comioppw fell to min among the flanjcA-

Yovire

1

going to be kissed now hr said r

InsglatJ I waited sitadmitted aflir an inlerrtl

i
P i

7
j

j

j


