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. Over the Decline of the Purtsuit of Agriculture in the u
State is Felt. j

I
The Telegram -calls to the special'

attention of its readers the alarming C
facts found in the following para- SI

graphs taken front advance copy of S

the report of the State Board of Re- P

^ gents to the governor:
Tie first cause for alarm about our 0<

j agricultural conditions is found in W

the fact that the rural population is ir

, drifting toward tbe towns and cities, i V

We hear much in a vague way about fa

the drift toward the towns and cities Pi

but we arc likely to associate this m

movement with some far away state H

k or the country as a whole. This move- OC

| ment is going on at an alarming rate ar

f herein West Virginia In spite of the oS

fact that the population of our state <K

as a whole increased 2-7.4 per cent T

during the last decade, the population fa

actually decreased in a large number^ ri

of our farming counties as shown in U

the following tables: c

Decrease in c

County. Population, ft

Doddridge 7.4 per cent Jl
Gilmer 3.3 per cent X

| Hampshire per-cent
! Jackson 8.S per cen'JefTerscn 3 per cent

J Mason 4.7 per cent
' Monroe .6 per cent
k Pleasants 13.6 per cen :

f v>^
j Ritchie 3.4 per cent

j Tyler 11.2 per cent ^
Wirt 12:0 per cent c

j Tlic same census bulletin froir a

which the figures above were taken n

shows that the purely rural popula- t

tlon decreased in Berkeley. Jefferson. c

I Hampshire. Monongalia. Doddridge
I Gilmer. Ritchie. Tyler. Wood. Pleas- 1

fants. Jackson. Mason. Cabell and t ^
Monroe. i (

It is time for our law makers ta ^
take notice when the population in «

fine farming counties like Jefferson i

and Jackson fall off from 2 per cent
to 8 per cent in a decade while it increasesmore than 50 per cent in in- £
dustrlal counties like Logan and Ohio. *

In 1S90. 82 per cent of the people of
West Virginia lived outside of incor- t

5 porated towns and cities; in 1900 the j =

i Percentage had dropped to 78 per
cent; in 1910. it went down to TO per
cent; and by this time it is even lower.
The second cause for alarm is found

in the fact that increase in productionis falling below increase in populationof West Virginia. As stated
in preceding paragraphs, the populationof West Virginia increased 27
per cent during the last decade. Increasein population means increase ^
in ability to produce, hence the nauralconclusion would be that the
ordinary farm crops of the state j
would show an increase similar to
that of population. Moreover, we arc

very sure that the demand for food
and clothing increased with population.and when our state productions
fall behind' the ordinary demands of.
our population, we become an importingstate. This means that the
money of our state flows from our

own stores and banks to outside met ',

1. . " T j» mninc. that VA art1
II t'Q3UlO. * UUCvui «%. u*v«»uu wnvt» ,

I conducting a losing business. Before
I further comment the facts should be

J examined.
In 1899 the fanners of West Virginiaraised 16.510,7S9 bushels of j

com. Ten years later, in 1909. they
raised 17.119.097 or S. 1 more than in <

1S99 in spite of the fact that the populationin. the same time increased i

27 per cent.
Tho per capita production i«f corn

'

I'
\
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'

.
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f decades in VVes: Virginia follows:)
In 1S79. 22.1 bushels; in 18S3. »»;
usbets; iu ]bbi». 17.3 bushels; in

J». l ( bushels.
There has also been a decrease in i

umbers oi live stock duriug the per-,
id under discussion that is worthy J
r our consideration. The situation j |
wefH shown by the follow'iiK table: |

omostif nini:iK on Farms in nest

Virginia.
Decrease

l»tH) l»lo per cent J
uttle -.029,782 620.2XS 3 per con:

Ijcep ..968,843 910.360 (> per cent .

wine . .422.S44 32S.1SS 26 percent;
torses 1S3.»S8 179.921 3 per cent <

Wc have a just pride in the $3,000.)Qannual cea! sale in West Virginia. J
'e should have equally Just shame |
i the fact that we import into West 1
irginia annually about $3,000,000 of
.rm products which the state should I
roduce. A careful investigation
ade a short time ago showed that '

'est Virginia imported about $10.- j
>0,f)00 worth of hay. corn. oats, beans !

id potatoes: about $16,000,000 worth
animal products and. about $34.- |

10,000 worth of other farm products. ^
hus it took all of our coal .to pay the
irraers of other states. The time is

ipe for our legislators and citizens i

> give these alarming conditions;
arcfnl consideration.
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lai-k^ur^: leaders Can >*o l.onjfrr j -j
KXmlJL the Kvklenc«\ J

A^in and again we have read of jj
:ransers In dismal to*m? who have j
era cured by this or that medicine. j
tut Ciarkv.'-uns's pertinent question)
aas always "been "Has anyone here in |
Zarktiburg een cured?" The word >' i
stranger living: a hiindred* miles! i

way may be true, but it cannot have; J
he same weight with us us the word

>four own citizen.-?, whom we kiw*
mj respvt-:. and whose evidence we ;
an so eiosiij prove.
J. ii. Stephenson. Sn.pt. Metropolitan 1

l.ife Insurance Co.. Z06 Lincoln Ave..
"

Clarksburg. W. Vs.. says: "I used (
Joan's Kidney Pitts in my family with *

satisfactory result?. They brought im- 1
media to relief and are worthy of en- '

lorterne-.it." ,
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Cow York. so'. agents for the tfnited
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