
CARDINAL MERCEIR
FUND ANNOUNCED

By a Committee Including Sev¬
eral Americans for Relief

of Belgians.
NEW YOIUC, Dec. 17.- A new

fund iu the Interests of the dis¬
tressed people of H 'IkIuiii, to be
.known, as the "Cardinal "Merrier
Fund," Is nnnounrod by a com mil h e

which includes a number of promi¬
nent American women, who have
been stirreu by the fact that tin* suf
fering in Belgium is spreading atnnng
hundreds of thousands of famille*

heretofore wealthy." and to educa¬
tional and charitable organization*
whose work is being abandoned or
curtailed because their formerly
wealthy Belgian patrons are unable
to render their usual aid.
The committee of patrones.'us in

eludes Mrs. Gerald Ilordcn, Mrs. <\ (I.
K. Billings, Mrs. Joseph It. Choate,
Mrs. Edwin Gould, Mr K. 11. Ilarri
nan, Mrs. Otto H. Kahn, Mr« IV
Morgan, and a number of oilier well
known women. Headquarters haw
been established at the iMtrian bu¬
reau, 10 Bridge street, Nev. York,
where the work will be directed.
The announcement say the fund

will be formed under au: j»i< » ¦»' the
Belgian minister at Washington,,
Emmanuel Havcuith, the Ib'jMan
minister of state, Louis de S:.deh. -v,
who is in New York, and the i;.
gian consul general at New York,
Ulerre Mali. The committee h state-

mcnt reads, in part, a« follows:
"From many authoritative sources

wo learn constantly ol the extremely
miserable conditions of Belgium.
.\f 11 on s <»r 111**11, v. omen and children
aro in abject poverty. Hundreds ol
thousands ol families heretofore
wealthy or at least In comfortable
ci renin .stances hav»* lost everything
Included anions these are own«*r:< ol
dtj-lroyed or idl'1 factories and stores
liUsitieHS men, j»rof«.-.son<. teacher?
and artiste. Many ol them havi> gen¬
erously contributed of heir own
nion**y to their less fortunate rouii-
tiymeii. but. owing to the long dura¬
tion ol i.h'j war, they are now, in their
ttir/:, com pelb'd to "«*k as:a:*lanc
And le Id -: ih- -so individuals, many
most popular educational institu¬
tions. ehaiiable oi r-.n'/aiio.i', orphan
asylim»< day nurseries and societies
for lie* protection ol young girls,
which rendered immen ;». services, are
at. present powerlc s to render their
usual :^ rvice.4, for lack of sustenance.
"From such institutions, organi¬

zations and individuals without nuiii-
her, d« jM-rate appeals reach Cardi¬
nal Mercmr ev» ry day, because he is
the principal limine in authority now
remaining in Itelgium, to whom the
sufiering people can confidently ap¬
peal lor aid."

The per capita wealth of our coun¬
try, says one of tho unquenchable
statixMcinn:!, was $308 in 1850 and is
now $1,965.
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So Far as Norway is Concerned
as Country is Dependent on

Them for Coal.
i' orn-of the AMMOHntml I'r"-

<" 11 KI ST AN I A. Norway, I M r. IV
Sin<*«. Norway is su present depend
ent upon lOngland for Its supply <¦'
coke and coal, that country hai
great holil on Norwegian ti adr.
Healers in coal and coke arc told by
their KnglMi business connections
thai If th»*y noil bunkers to steam« r
destined for Germany or with
supposed to find its way to Germany,
they will no longer ho furnished wiiu
English coal.
The other day the American

freight steamer Maumee of N1 '.v
York, had to leave the plsrre however
without coal *.!» all the dealer:-.
warned by Mritish authorities that
if thin steam«r with upplies aliened
to !).. destined for Germany, by wa..
of Swedeo. goi hlinkers by them.
English coal sellers at. once would
stop trade connections with them.

Kngland also lias threatened to
slop the great Import, to Norway of
olive oil from Italy and Spain and
sheet metal used in the canning in
dustiv, unless the Norwegian import
ers guarantee that no canned prod
nets to which .U',!i oil or tin is used,
shall he exported to any of IOngland's

u :»'»d m; canning plant-
had to yield to this.
1» -TV nl 1 of "mercantile"

spies, keeping watch of Ihe export
and impori, reporting tnrough ineir.
embassies or consulates or directly
home to the foreign office. It hap¬
pens that old Norwegian firms, who
for years have been trading in Kng-
land, get letters from their Kngllsh
business connections that they have',
"assisted German trawlers" or
something like that, even though the!
report can be proved to have been
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without any foundation. vegian trad* and industry and * I,n» warned the British authorities , . .Tl.e Norwe 'ian corr rnr»nt in ^ Norwegian business men against rgalni»t this trade policy, toward the L neU
i l ! khi" !!.»on this, calls th» attention ol the llfng their right. of independence .Scandinavians and also says that ^'tn each other and with belligeren.

Norwegian government to tho way to Kngland. "when Groat Britain Is neutral Itself an<* .wnyq protected against a
extension of the contraband list toL'nglaud is trying to control Nor- Kven the English paper Economist tho Briton always is the first to claim provisions and raw materials."

THE photo piny fans know her as

"the girl who won't Jake a

dare." Helen Rose Gibson is
her name, and, judging by the

photographs shown on this pac, she is

fully deserving of her sobriquet. Once
a day, six times a week, over .W) times
a year, this eighteen-year-old miss grits
her teeth, mutters an involuntary "li,,
or die" and then for many long min¬
utes stands on the brink of death.
Just that yon photo play fans may have
the sensations you erave.

Hut no common daredevil is Helen
Gibson. She describes herself as ":i

specialist in thrills.*' with m 'road inx/.
ards the particular specialty. Helen
rides on a private road that boasts of
its official report of "un ae<-idenr a

day." The reason f<»r the l*>nst is that
all the accidents-are run-fully planned
beforehand; they are evolve<l by a

scenario writer in the , -parity of an

office, prepared f<»r by a m> ion pieture
director and then, when the danger
eomes, executed by "the girl who won't
take a dare."
Photo play followers are frequently

of the opinion tliqt thrills and sensa¬

tions of the screen are faked by vari¬
ous camera tricks. It is true that many
daredevil feats may l>e secured through
camera deceptions, but when Helen
Gibson decided to specialize in railroad

thrills she «e a li( 1(1 when* the cam¬
era cannot ]i«*: her. Take the scene oil
this pit ye which shows h<r leaping
from the roof of a station t«> the speed
ins limited tr; in. A fra- tl«»I of a sec¬
ond's Mis ulation and Miss <iihson
would havi» Ito>-»Mt through the
spin «. I.' iv !:<¦ trains to flic trucks
below. As it was. tin- -h-- k -.f landing
atop the train s< !v bruised the
plucky trirl. and it v.. < with <lit!b:ult>
that she Hung t«» the tlyiir.* surface.
S im. pretty and a trille a-hful, Hel¬

en'111. "ii imprest*-, you as the sort Of
trirl who would climb atop a six foot
bookcase should an innocent little
mouse poke his nose out of a hole in
the corner. I'erliaps she would, but it
is pretty >¦..rtain that if tiie .« enario
said, -and unflinchingly." that's
what she would do. In fact, we put
the question to h« r

"Is there anything you would not do
if you thought it wo ,11 provide a
thrill for the screenV"
"Perhaps," she replied laughingly.

"I haven't met It yd. but I suppose
that some day a wildly imaginative
author may think of something that I
will balk at. A friend to'd mo once
that I was 'the girl with nine live?!'
He's only partly right. I must, have
had at least ninety-nine lives when I
started in motion pictures, but I am
pretty certain that ninety-eight of
thorn have been lost bv this time/V

HELEN GIBSON AND SCENES FROM "THE HAZARDS OF HELEN."

Union Gibson's story is one of the
many true ones of "stars made over¬

night" uncovered in the fascinating
.M.recn world. Years ago the Kalem
Company, one of tlie pioneers in tliu
picture producing field, discovered that
lories of railroad adventure were un¬

usually popular with photo play fans.
The series of railroad tales they then
originated had mueh to do with the
Nanishment of the time worn cowboy
and Indian picture. One day a dis¬
tracted director was running about the
company's California studio with an

ir approaching that of a madman.
"The company has sent me a corking

story," he said, "but I can't tind a girl
with nerve enough to play the leading
part. (Jncss I'll have to send it back
and tell the author to curb hlrf imagi¬
nation. It's « shame to waste such
a rood story though."
"Let :no try it Mr. Director." spoke

up o shy girl, who had been playing
smnM parts nnd whose name the direc¬
tor did not even know. "I don't core
what the risk is; I'll do anything."
"Yon will?" replied the director.

"Well, I want a girl lo pursue a run¬

away engine in an automobile and
then leap from the machine to the en¬

gine and stop the train, ltut, then, yon
can't do it anyway. You don't know
how to run an engine."
"Oh. yes I do." The little known

^Irl was gradually gaining confidence.
"I can handle the throttle with any
one. ('Jive me the chance."

A. few more quest ions brought out:
the fact that the girl was Helen (Jib-
sen. the daughter of a railroad engi¬
neer. and a telegraph operator before
entering lite I'd in world. It was the
railroad series that Inspired her with
the ambition to Im* a photo play star.
She had been quietly biding her time,
wuiting for the opportunity that she
was sure would come, because of her
thorough knowledge of railroads and
her daring spirit. v.

The director's despairing search for a

"girl with nerve" gave Helen the op¬
portunity. and she was made as a star
from that time. So daring were the ex¬

ploits which she performed lit each
succeeding picture that they became

known to picture followers as the
"Hazards of Helen." And hazardous
they certainly were, for the leap from
the auto to train which gave her the
much wanted opportunity was only an

ordinary feat to many that followed,
though the thought alone of that one Is
sufficient to startle the average man.
"Rut really," she told an interviowei

recently, "there Isn't any reason why I
should fear to perform any feat that Is
concerned with railroad life. I was
born in the shadow of a roundhouse
rind brought up amid the hustle and
bustle of a switchyard. Often when I
was only a tot 1 rode in the cab of ray
father's engine, and I was competent!
as a telegrapher long before I had com-
j'ieted my schooling and was able to
work on the rond myself."
Helen was forced to puzzled thought

for quite a few minutes before she
could reply to n question as to her most
perilous experience.

"Life is Just cluttered up with
perils," she Paid thoughtfully. "But I
think the oue which made me think T
was nearest to eternity was the time I

.. «

had to go over an open drawbridge on
a handcar Into a river thirty feet be¬
low. I came at a terrible speed down
a hill just before reaching tlie bridge,
and for a moment, as I looked across
the yawning space into which the car
was to be hurtled. I felt a wish that 1
had remained a sedentary telegraph
operator, without aspirations for a
career of fame on the screen. 'It's
weird, nil the things that you can
think of in a few seconds of danger
like that. But above all other things
I could hear dozens of my friends say¬
ing dolefully, 'I told you so.' You see.
my friends were never enthusiastic'
over the career I had chosen.
"There wasn't, anything left for me'

to do but to hang on, though, and keep
pumping at the handles of the hand¬
car. Then suddenly I readied the edge
of the river: the next second the water
seemed to rise up to meet me. I know
that. I was not frightened, for I had
presence of miiul enough to jump clear
of the handcar. To carry out the ac¬
tion of the story I had to swim hur¬
riedly ashore and rush to the switch to
prevent a box car from taking the
same disastrous flier into the river.
"Another unusually thrilling experi¬

ence I had came in a story that called
for me to leap from a handcar to the
cowcatcher of a locomotive that was

pursuing me. It bad all been care¬

fully plunned and timed, but believe
me, there is no pleasure in seeing a

locomotive bearing down upon you.
At the right moment I leaped for the
cowcatcher, and then something seem¬

ed to go wrong. We had expected the
handcar to be tossed aside, but when
the locomotive struck it the car seem¬
ed to climb up after me, and 1 was

very close to losing my slim grasp on

the cowcatcher. Then the next sec¬
ond I was safe, for when the full force
of the impact hit the handcar It was

smashed to splinters."
Struggles with rutllans on top of rac¬

ing trains, the feat of letting herself
down from the top of a passenger
coach through one of the car windows,
allowiug herself to be placed in a bag
and snatched from a uiall crane like a

sack of mail by a Hying train, these are
among the many ordinary events in a

day's work for "Helen of tbe Screen."
Is it any wonder that she was recently
named official mascot ut the last con¬
vent ion of the International Brother¬
hood of Trainmen, a token of the ad¬
miration felt by the workers of the
rails for the red blooded girl who typi¬
fies their work so well?
The film company's officials are un¬

usually proud of the fact that with
all the risk of the work of producing
the ..Hazards*' the records show not a

serious accident occurring to any of the
players in the films. In order that the
playing company at. work on this se¬

ries may be provided with every facil¬
ity for staging the pictures, the spur
of a California railroad has been
leased outright and a studio erected
in the switchyard. This studio has all
the facilities of an up to date produc¬
ing plant, but is devoted solely to the
staging of the tales of tho rails. Here
the director and his players breathe
continually the atmosphere of railroad
life, which accounts for the reallstk
grip of the pictures. And If you want
to see some fur fly Just suggest In tin
hearing of a member of the company
or one of the railroad men at the near
by roundhouse that you have a thrill
Ing incident for the motion picturc
screen if yon could only find a gir.'
nervy enough to perform the daring
deed.
"Come right this way," they'll telj

you. "We have the 'girl who won'1
take a dare.' Tf Helen won't do it, thee
It can't be done!"

^


