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sccounts of the procecdings of the annual
meeting of the' American Tract ?_ﬁuciut'y_'._'
which met'idithat city on Weduesday, in
\he Reformed Duth Church, Lafayette
Place. About two thousand persons, (rom
various sections of the Union, were ad-
witted by ticket, showing the great in=
tefedl taken in the question at issue—

hether or not the executive committee

'-’x&h‘imliﬁcd in ‘suppressing or suspen-
ding. thi publication of the tract **The
Daties of Maaters,” alleged to have been
offinsive to the people of the South, “ess
pecially ‘slave-hulders. 'The publication
of this'tract was commenced under a res-
olution adopted at'the lust snnual meeting
looking to the discussion of the moral as-

t of slavery. Soon afier the opening

of the myeting—over which Chief J asiice
Williams, of Conn., presided, Rov. Dr.
‘Adams made a report justifying thu ex-
‘mcutive committee.

The Rev. Dr. Magee made a few re-
roarks: Two truths were: plain to the
¢ommittee, und these copsiderations had
governed them. Had they published the
tract to which reference has been mnde,
they would have dismembered the socie-
ty. That was one conclusion at which
t{ey bad arrived, and the evidence upun

which it was based was not, nod could
not be, 80 well appreciated by those who
had not their opportunity of judging it.—
They did fally belisve it.  Another was,
that s large majority of the triends of the
society were not preparedto adopt a course
which should thusresult. A turther and
equally plain consideration was that it was
useless Lo publish a tract addressed to
masters which would have but a small cir

onlation-in tbe South among those w
whom it was addressed, and which in the
North was net needed. ~ They had deci

ded not to mix the American T'ract Socie

ty with the great exciting question.  This
was their eimple decision,

The matier was now before them, and
in judging it he hoped they had sought
the grace of God. end would act under
his puidance. Great interests. were al
stake. Shouldthey adopt a course which
would separate them from fifteen Ctates
ach ten millions of people, & field where
their labors were most called for? Such
were the views of the committee. [His-
ses and applause.]

The presdent hoped there would be no
demonstrations of approval or dissent, as
thid was not a political meeting.

Bishop Mcllivaine moved that the ac-
tion of the committee be sustained, and
made a long speech.

Praf. Crosby read from a tract, entitled
‘Sombo and Tcbj,” in which slaves are
sonnseled not to go from plantation to
plantation, and to obey their masters, and
asked if the society published it.

Amid much confasion and eries of *or~
der!’ Dr. Wm, Adams said the tract was
published twen'y years ago.

Dr. Tyng attempted to get the floor,
amid erics of ‘order!" *Dr. Tyng,” ‘Let
’em snxwer the question!” &e.

Order being restored, Dr. Tyog spoke
in favor--of 1he resolution of tbe society
which admitted the discussion of the mor
al sspecis of slavery to be a legitimae
subject for the society to discuss, and mo-
ved 10 lay Bishop Mclllvalne’s motion on
the-table, in urder that a resolution re-uf~
firming that positiou be affirmed.

Dr. Tyny's motion was voted upon vi
va.voce and the chairman said it was lost,
A division was called for, rnd the affirm-
stive was counted; but when the negntive
arose it 80 largely preponderated thata
count was deemed unnecessary,

Much excitement prevailed. -- Some cal-
led for a count; others declared that the
motion was lost ten to one, and the mem
bara- of . the- committee displayed many
symptoms of delight.

.+There was a long delay and great con-
fasion. A partial count was made; but
order was finally so far restored that
Judge Jissup attempted to move en
amendment to. Bishop Mcllivaines motion.
but was interrupted by loud calls for the
prEviou quesiion in all parts of the bouse,
sud another scene «f tumult followed.—
Beveral of the mnjority declared that it
wag not fair to choke off discussion.

Judye Jessup read bis amendment, re-
affirming the rusolution of last year. which
was declared to be unanimous,

De. Bethune protested thatit was not
unapim ‘us. He was reqaested to say for
Dr Spring that he did not vote for it, and
he ( Bethune) did not.

octor Thompson—Did either of you
vole against it?

Bethuoe—No. [Laughter ]

Thompson.—Then thure wus no vot
against it and it was unanimous.

Dr. Betbune said that, at the meeting
Iast vear, he was asked by Dr. Thompson
to second the resulution, but retused to
do it. He thought that anything coming
from the chief editor of the Independent
was to be regarded with suspicivn, and

- na likely to meet his approval.

" Lauglter, hisses, cries of *Order!” and
general confusion followed. Judge Jessup
at last got the floor, and said it was vain
for gentlemen to say that the action of the
society last year was not usanimous.—
The fact that one, two or fifty might oot
bave concurred, dil not chaoge the fact
that there was no dissenting voice, and
that the res>lution meant but as the unan-
imous sentiment of thia society. He
went on to argus the reasonableness of
that resclution, and deprecated the idea

- of receding from it, as a measura which
would open the flood-gates of agitation
snd disturb again the peace of the socie-
ty.

‘Dr. Bethune got the floor at the close
of Judge Jessup's remarks. A scene of
eonfusion followed, and there were, for
several minutes, mingled cries of ‘Beth
une,” *Question,” and 'Order.’

Rev. Dr. Bacon then got'the floor, and
made a warm anti slavery speech, and
was followed by the Rev. Dr. Bethune,
on the opposite side, in a powerful and
affecliog speech. He deprecated the idea
of no feliowship with slaveholders; for that
was - excommunicating them from the
Church of God, and thus the unhs

nnsppy

Bouth were prevented from having the
gtgspal. He thought the devil never in-
stituted | scheme so truly malignant as
this to preveat the spread of the gospel.
The worst canibals in Africa, the natives
of 'Congo, all would liave the gospel

preached to them, buat the extreme men
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mittee,;but ordering a tract tp I;gpulgllg
ed on the "duties of masters. Afier D
Thompson's speech the society agreed to
take a vote at 3 p. m. Five minute speeh-
es occupied the hour from 21ill 3.

Prof. Howard Crosby offered a resolu-
tien that ‘no tract bearingion the elavery
question be published, and” that the tract
called Sambo and Toby be suppressed.’
Rev. Dr. Johns, of Baltimore, then
spoke five minutea, saying that he should
return home assuring his Iriends that ti'e
'hearts of the members of the society at
the North beat in unison with theirs at
the South. "He and the Muryland dele~
gation Game here not to discuss the slave-
ry question, but to vote for sustdining
the uction of the committee. Ife thought
the North.could best understend and cor-
rect evils at the North, The South could
not intelligently do iy, and justsoit is im-
possible for the North to interfere with
the evils relating peculiarly to the South.
Dr. Jubns further stated that he had
come to the meeting to pay a legacy of
$10,000 from a slaveliolder.

Rev. Mr. Williams, of Baltimore, had
the coneluding five minaes. He would
~tsnd by the constitution of the society.
If that is infringed, the “outh will with-
draw entirely, leaving it to be the Nor-
thern, and oot the American Tract Socie:
ty. He contended for the 1ight of the
South to take care of its own children
without interference.

When the hour for taking the question
arrived, the amendment of Prof. Howard
Crosby was first slmost unanimously re-
jreted.

The ameodment of Rev. Dr. Thompson
(Independent) was lost by a large mejor:
iy.

The resolution of Bp Mclllvaine was
carried as follows by a large majority:—
Resolved; Tha: the action of the execu-
«ve committee be approved.

Deatn, INsANITY, AXD THE DUNGEON.—

The sad consequences of vice were never
more strikingly exbibited than in the fol-
lowing paragraph, which we copy from
a late New Orleans letter, liis truly a
melancholy case, and it should prove a
solemn warning to persons tempted Lo de-
purt from the path of virtue:
**The grand jury of this parish has
found a bill of indictment against George
W. Hurby. who, several weeks ago, shot
H. C. H. Stone, whom he charged with
seducing  his daughter. The bill was
fonod on Saturday last. The trial will
probably take place in the course of a
month or six weeka. Public opinion now
seems to be'that the homicide was total-
ly inexcusable, and that young Stone has
met an unmerited fate. This is a truly
melancholy ease. The father is compar
atively an'old man, and heretofore stood
well in the community as a teacher of
youth; now he is immersed in a dungeon
and charged with murder. Stone was
just entering life with peculiar advantages,
was prosperous in business, and surround-
ed by n host of confiding friends; now a
culd grave enwraps him,”

Svvruery Commercial CoxvexTIiON.—
The telugraph has given all the action of
any imporiance taken by this convention.
The mails bring us the detnils. The
folluwin. is an extract from the apeech «f
Hon. Wm. L. Yuncey, of Alaubama, in
opening the convention:

*| welcome you, as the foreshadowing
of that other more impertant convention
which, if injustice nnd wrong continue to
rule the hour und councils of the domi-
nant section of our divided and estrang-
ed land, must, ere long, assemble for the
noble purpose of putting the political and
industrial relations of the South upon the
safe basis of an indendent sovereignty;
whose climate and soil, producticn and
social institutions, will have that unity
which experience seems to have demon-
strated to be the only permanent basis of
succesful government.”

Avxorner StaTe AoMmitTED —=The [louse
of Representatives yes'erday finally pass
ed the bill, which had previously gone
through the S-unte, for the admission of
Minnesota into the Union as a Siate, and
we thus have now a galaxy of thirty-two
stars Lo emhlazon upon the national stan
dard. Should Kinsss elect to come in
under the recent act of Congress, there
will be still another Siate sovereignty to
add to the list. Minnesota bad already
ma e choice of her Senators and Repre-
sentatives, in anoticipation of her admiss-
ion. and they will most likely take their
seats in Congress to day. Gen. Shields
and Mr. Rice are the Senators. The bill.
we believe, allows the State two Repre-
sentatives, though Minnesota had claimed
three.

Wesrerx Virorxta Conrerexce. —
This body which lately met at Chaleston,
V., wuspresided over during the first two
days by Bishop Ames, and afterwards
by Rev. G. Battelle. The next annual
session will be held at Parkersburgin
April, 1859. The question of publishing
| paper within the bouds of the Southern
States, as an organ of the Church or the
Slavery question, was considered. Rev.
Mr. Phelps, of the Baltimore Conference,
pressed the importance of endorsing a
paper about to be published at Baliimore,
After some discussion, a resolution was
adopted leaving the members free to sup-
port any of their papers without partic-
ularly endorsing any.

~ Par or Armr Orrioers.—The follow-
ing sums are given as the amount receiv
ed peryear by the several army ofticers
named: Gen. Scott $18,292; General
Wool, $8 854; Gen. Persiter F. Smith
$8.189; Adjutant Gen. Cooper, $5.093;
Mnj. McDowell, $4 020; Col. Totten, $4,-
618; Gen. Harney, $5031; Col. May,
$3.519; and the general average receipts
i+, colonels §4 800; lieut. colonels, $4
000; mujors, $3,000; captains, $2,500;
lieutenante, $2,000

Wakar Cror 18 ViraiNta.—A letter
from Spottsylvania county, Va., says:

The growing whest crop is a sight at
once cheering to the eye and heart. We
have never seen a better stand. nor a more
healthy sliade of green. Wae have yet to

of the North would first demy them the [ meet with the first_complaining farmer

wlpél-'&nd then deny them the .tract.— [this =pring, on acco

\ hay théms--_t_o--bnomrnf;-tlmw mill-
ions Twers' they fo be permitted to go

& verily, the millenium m
when farmers cease grambling.

, of his wheat. ~ Of
uat be coming |
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CLARKSBURG, FRIDAY, MAY 31, 1838,

~ FOR LIEUTENANT GOV ERNOR,

‘WILLIAM L. JACKSON,

OF W0OD COUNTY.

' DEMOCRATIC COUNTY NOMINA-
j TIONS.
FOR CLERE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT,
C. W. SMITH.

e
FOR OLERE OF THE COUNTY COURT,

W. P. COOPER.

FOR  BHERIFF,
CHARLES HOLDEN.

FOR COMMISSIONER OF THE REVENUE.

THOS. HICKMAN, for Upper District.
F. M, BROOKS, for the Lower District.

For the Register.
Mgssgrs. Epitons :

In the last Register I find a card sign-
ed by W, W. McCann, which I dislike to
notice, but since he has taken the liberty
to mention my vame in connection with
his political troubles, because I d:d that
which I knew to be honorable and just,
I therefore consider it a privilege of right
to cl-arup a false impression which it
seems he wishes 1o make. He says that
I *‘sold mysell, soul and bedy, to Mr.
Holden.” ~And why does he say so?
Merely because when called upon, I made
an impariial siatement of facts in my pos-
«ession, in regard to the proceedings at
Shinnatva at the primsary election—nor
did 1 expect'in so doing lo receive his
malignity and displeasure. Now, as far
as “*selling" is concerned, I will say
frankly that I bave never “sold” mysell,
or promised to support Mr. Holden.in any
way. Then, the only wrong I commitied
was, when 1 was asked for the truth 1
gave it :

¢ The head and front of my offending,

Hath this extent—no mors,”

For Mr. McCann 1 entertain the kindest
feelings—he is a young man fired with
an honorable ambition, which is credita-
bls to bim. and should not be overlooked;
yet notwithstanding this, he has other
traits of character not so enviable or de-
sirable— be is too hasty to accuse—too
suspicious of his friends ; too malicious
and unforgiving; and last, not least, too
supercilious and threatening. He assur-
ed me on last Court-day, that if [ went to
Shinnston on election day [ would get
“*whipped,’” or in other words, that ow-
ing to the inclemency of the times, I would
find it detrimental to my feualth, Now 1
flatter myself in the belief that I have
kind and clever friends there, and I would
have no fears of their beuncing npon me
without warniog me of their approach.
1 know the character of the people of this
county pretty well, and have never yet
regarded them as ruffinos, and hope 1
may never fiod them such. And with
ti.is confidence in their manbood, 1 would
feel safe in going to Shinnston, or to any
other precinct, on election day, or at any
other time.

An impetuous man, in moments of ex-
citement, will make assertions rash aod
wrongful agniust others,which alter calm
and deliberate reflection, will cause bim
shame. I hope it will be so with my
frl'eﬂd.

In respect to the Sheriffalty, I have
my own views, and they have been, and
shall be consistent. [ amnot & Demo-
orat one day, and 8 Know-Nothing the
next ; and in this, a8 in everything else 1
undertake. I sm determined to be con-
sistent *without fear, favor or affection.”

It isa my desire to have nothing to do
with poiitics, but let the candidates fight
it through for themselves, and let victory
percli where merit is triumphant ; but
when [ see the party that 1 have so long
chetished. abused, debased and scandal.
ized, and the leaders who have built it
up in tiis country, and fastened it togeth-
er. during the Presidential campaign,
misrepresented, maligned and anathema
hized ; when leee these wrongs, I feel
like tuking a part against the abusers

hat seek to disurganize and destroy it.
There is no ouvension to disorganize the
party—if we had incompetent men in the
field there might be some cause of pallia-
tion in pariy zeal; but as our can-
didates are reliable and competent men,
it is our duty to defend them, it is an in-
berent right, it is seli-defense.

But again : Mr. McCaon will tell the
people that he got Know-Nothing votes,
and that he expecita more of them, but if
1 mention the fact he getsangry. Now, I
suppuse he thinks he can tell it better thas
Ican. I have known men so self-con
ceited that if they had a story or an anec-
dote to relate, they would not for the
world have any one else to relate it, for
fear of depriving them of the chance of
their cuteness, as they thought they
could tell it with such grace and elegance
themselves. Now, it may be that my
tricnd is that kind of a man! I have
#aid that 1 believed my friend to be am
bitious.—so was Brutus ambitious !! but
how often

“Vaulting ambition overleaps itself,”

and leaves a man desolate, disappointed,
and uncared for. Therefore a man should
try aod conceal somw of the wvaliant
promptings of the heart ; take things
cuol and bear the spurns of political op
ponents, then patiently wait the decision
of the people,
It is whispered around that a distin-
g‘ulnhed lawyer is the author of Mr. Mo-
Canu’s sharp, pointed and well consider~
ed cards. I don’t know whether this is
a fact or not, nor do L care: but I will
say with the poet,
“Oh! what authcrity and show of truth,
Can s cuxxine writer cover himself withal
Respectfully,
MARIS TAYLOR.

President Tyler, during a recent visit to

Ker exertions in Gharles Oity county. '

5Ll e ‘magiste

Tae Moust VErNox Funp.—Mrs. Ex- |

Richmond. paid into’ the Mount Vernon |in
treasury $400, which she had collected by | Roy

out this county, and the result has been
the selection of gentlemen, who are not

only trué'Democrats, butare also: quali-
fied to,dlacharas, the, diHep ol hate-
spective offices to which they aspire, with

honor tohlhemaelves. and to the satisfac-
tion of their gunstituents,, o sy pe o
" The argument so ln'ufli haf?ﬁ ?Is\{)‘n
by ‘the ‘disorganizera,uthat “nominations’
generally resultiin-t oice of disguali:
tied men, to the exclusion of those who
are better qualified, isicertalnly nottrue
in the present insiance ; for our nominees
will compare fuvorably with ithe other
candidates in the field, and there is peo
good reason on that score why even po-
party men should not ‘vote for them, and
certainly no Democrot should! be:so. rec=
reant 1o his party, as to cast his vole
against them.  There are however those
who call themselves. Democrats, and . yel
are taking sn sclive part against the De-
mocratic nominations.. It is obvious that
those fishy Democrats. are actnated by
selfish motives, and it.is to be feared
they have a **hankering after the flesh.
pots of Egypt,”” and hence. their ‘‘wan-
derings after strange Gods.!”. But the
great mass of the Democratic party. are
sound on this question and will cast their
votes and will exert their influence in fa-
vor of the Demucratic nominees.  The
Democracy, of old Harrison has never
been beaten when properly organized,
and while Democrats will continue to ad-
here to their old maxim, *'united we stand,
but divided we fall,”” which has led them
Lo victory, in many a hard-fought battle
in bygone days, there is nothing to fear
—let every Democrat go to the polls on
the fourth Thursday, and vote the De-
mocratic ticket, and vietory is ours,
ELKONIAN.

(COMMUNICATED.)
Mgssrs. Eprrors:

I see a card of Mr. C. Holden in a for-
mer issue of your paper, a portion of
which wns intended as a reply to a state~
ment made by me through the Register
*to the public,”” of which perhaps 1
ought to tuke some notice. Mr. Holden
does not deny any charge therein broughs
against him, but he gets Mr. Kniseley to
say (whose card 1 see in your last issue, )
that he thinks that he (Holden) was
perfectly justifiable in the course he pur-
sued, and says that my statement ought
1o be sufficient proof.

What I first eay, I last say. I stated
that Mr. Holden repudisted in advance
the action of the Democratic party, unless
certain things were complied with, which,
I can aseure you, was not. The objec-
tion urged was that Know Nothings had
voted in the primary ¢lecticn at Lumber-
port and Shinnston, Where was his
proof of that? He had not seen the poll~
books, neither did he know a man that
had voted at either of these precincts.

Mr. Koiseley and 1 cannot agree, I
think it released the party [rom any or
sll obligations which they might other
wise have been under to him, and ren-
ders bim unworthy the support of the
Democratic party.

I think the most that was hurting him,
was that he thought he was defeated in
the primary election, and wanted an ex-
cuse (o remain a candidate—and declar-
ed his intenticn so to do

“*An heart that deviseth wicked imagi-
nations, feet that be swilt in runaning to
mischief, and he that soweth discord
amorg brethren,” asks, why all this
dodging with the poll-books?  The first
man who declured his intention to dodge
is the first Lo censure. I think he ought
to have been the last man to publish a
thing of the kind. He says that he un-
derstood that the election in the Lower
District waa carried on almost entirely
by Know.Nothings. I'say that it is
palpalle, downright mno-such.thing, and
whoever gave circulation to such report
knows nothing about it.

Respectfully vours,
SAMUEL ROBINSON.

For the Ragister.
Mgessrs. Epitors:

One of whe county Offices to be filled
on the 27th of May is that of Surveyor.
Allow me to suggest, through the col-
umns of your paper, for the consideration
of the people, the importance of selecting
a man to fill that office who is not only
well qualitied and worthy, but one who
will keep the Office in its proper place.
‘There is almost as mueh necessity for
this office being kept at the county seat,
as there is for cither of the other County
Offices. Ever since the formation of the
county of Harrison, the office has been in
the upper part of the county, some six
miles from the county seat.

Ool. John R. Boggess, who is an-
nounced as a candidate, if elected, will
keep the office at Clarksburg, where it
should always have-been. His qualifica-
tions and merits, [ presume, are well
koown to many throughout the county,
having acted for a long time as Deputy
Surveyor, aud for severnl years pest done
a greater part of the official surveying of
the county.

Mr. Cyrus Haymond, the present. in-
cumbent, though a man worthy the title
of » gentleman, is too old to do the sur-
veying, and keeps the office so far from
the Court-house that the people are sub.
Ject to great inconveniences in trans-
scting their business and in examining
the books and papers of the office.

- R.
May 18, 1858,

Tue Price oF THE CoMivé Woorn Crip.
—The Obhio Cultivator for May 1 thus
sFenks of the prices of the coming wool
elip:

‘The wool buyers approach their work
very cautiously, and we presume prices
will open eight or ten cents lower than
the ruling rates of last year. Many of
tbe manufacturers need to buy on time,
on account of the difficulty of negotiating
:hur paper in banks for cash, as former-
y.! ; T
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minated by the Demo-
of your county, which

1I€, on the 2d of March

FClerk of the Circuit

e you as a candidate

for that office. -
The opposition candidates against me
are Mr. McGee and Mr. Culp, the latter}

entle fesai a Den i
e e i Pt Convonth

) _“H friend, Mr. Culp, bas written a cir-
cular to the voters of Ritchis, in which
be'attempteto eXplain™to the“peo

position-as tehndi':ll:iﬁ for theirsuffrages;
bug .l am sorry.to.ssythat,.aboutihe:on
ly truths eunmﬁd%if‘j}.ngr&&h b _he was)
‘ensily persuagd€d™ lo bea candi

}f‘nio and |
that he ““wants the office.’”’ The charges]

0% ik R

which he makes agaicst me_and friends,

and the charge of corruption in the Con-
vention, are altogether false.and onfound-
ed. The first objection which Mr. Culp
makes to the .Convention, and, which he
claims as one of the reasons, why he did
not go beiore the Convention as a candi-
date for the nomination,is;that when the
meeting was held in the'first‘District for
the purpose of appointing delegatesto at-
tend the County Convention, that I was
in said meeting whispering in the ear of
a certnin man evidently telling iim whom
to appoint as- delegates 10 the County
Convention, and that gentleman appoint-
ed six delegates. In reply to this grave

is utterly false. 1 will give the truth of
this matier, as certified 10 by the gentle-
man Aimeelf, who is implicated with me
in this fraud. Mr. Hiram S. Wilkinson,
who is the gentleman that Mr. Culp says
he refera to in his circular, was, at the
time the meeling was held.in the first
district, long before and up to the time
the Convention was beld, a friend to Mr.
Culp, and agaiust me, and had promised
Mr. Culp, to vote for him in convention,
and would have done so, had Mr. Culp
been before the convention as a candi-
date,

Mr, Wilkinson informs me that he has
been credibly informed that a majority of
the delegates appointed on his suggestion
would have voted for Mr. Culp, had he
offered himself as a candidate in the
Convention. Would it not, therefore.
seem that 1 would be the proper person,
if nny, to object to the appoiniment of
the delegates in the first district. But 1
never should have made any objection of
this kind sgainst Mr. Culp, as the sugges-
ting of the names of suitable persons as
delegates to the convention, by any per-
son attending the meeting, was not the
appointing ot them—the meeticg voted
on the suggestion, and elected delegates.
And, moreover, the delegates who were
appointed upon Mr. Wilkinson’s sugges-
tion, were among the best men ot the
Democratic party in the district. I think
that Messrs. Timothy Tharp, Marshal
Neal and James Webb, were among the
names suggested by Mr. Wilkinson as
suitable person for daleﬁataa to the con-
vention. Considering this fact, I could
not object to them, bad every one of
them been sgainst me. Certainly then,
Fellow Citizens, Mr. Culp has attemp-
ted to show fraud in Lhe getting-up of
the Convention when there was . none,
unless he and hia friends were guilty
of it,

The second charge which Mr. Culp
makes against me is, that I bad friends
in the Smithrille District meeting, who
did not reside in that District, making
motions &c., for my benefit. In reply
to this charge, [ will sim ply say that
like the first, it does not contain one
word of truth, and 1 challange Mr. Culp
Lo prave it.

Another charge which he makes
against the Convention is, that some of
the dclegates from the Bond's Creek
district changed their intentions in re-
lation to how they would vote in the
convention, and as he verily ‘believes
**through the influence, persuation, and
bargain and sale of aspirants in that
convention.”

Now, here is a serious charge against
three or four of our honorable and re-
speciable men of the Bond’s Creek dis-
|trict, of “’bargain and sale,”” when there
is not the least evidence to substantiate
one word of it, Mr. Culp only believes
B0 Irom the simple fact that they would
not have voted for him in the convention.
But suppose these gentlemen did change
their intentions with reference to whom
thkey would vote in the convention, is that
any evidence that they did so through
the influence of * bargain and sale ?"’
And must men be charged with corrup~
tion for chaning their,opivions? 1f we take
Mr. Culp’s view of the matter, we will in
future charge corruptlion on every indi~
vidual who dares to change his opinion
with reference to any matter whatever.,
Thie charge, as well as others equally
absurd, I shall give no further notice, ex-
cepling fhe one in which he attempts to
make the impression on the minds of the
people that | was a Know-Nothing. The
Secretary of the Know-Nothing Council
at this place, if called on, will tell the
people that I was not regarded asa mem-
ber of the order at any time—although I
bad the secrets of the order, and no one
is better acquainted with the services I
rendered the Democratic party in the ex-
citing political campaign of 1855, than
Mr. Culp. He well knows that I canvass-
ed this county on & hired horse during
the cawmpaign for the Democratic party,
and that the secrets of the Koow Noth-
ing order which were divulged to me I
used in breaking it down. Truly Mr.
Culp is badly off for charges against e,
when he would condescend to make this
one. :

But, Fellow Citizens, how stands Mr.
Culp before the people at this time? Is
he devoted to the Democratic party and
irs usages? No indeed ; but on the con-
trary, be is before you now, doubtiess
thinking himsel{' the ‘candidate of the
Know Nothing party for the office of
Clerk of the Cirouit Court, snd the bar-
gsins between himself and that ‘party so
well understood that several of its” adhe-
rents are still inclined t6 support him not-
withetanding'they ‘hive 'a candidate of

their own in the field." !
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wecond of March'last}“I'have no recollac:
tion of Mr.*Hall’s' whispering in my ‘ear
for any ‘purpose ; but'if he did,"he did
not suggest the names of any 'person for
me' to appoint as Delegates 1o the Oon-
vention, or say anything on that subject
==I further-certify that at the time the
meétiug was beld‘in ‘the firstdistrict T was
a'friend toMr. Culp,and’intended to vote
for ‘him against Mr."Hall in the  convén'
tion, if-I was ‘a delegate; 'and had’ lon

before' that time told Mr.” Culp'so, and
‘would have doné so on the day of the
Convention had he been before the 'con-
vention for the nomination. "

. 4 HIRAM 8. WILKINSON,

[From the Richmond Examiner.] 1
.The Late Charles Fenton Mercer.
Charles Fenton Mercur belonged to:a
family distinguished in the history of our
Revolution. We will pasa over his fami-
ly- history, however, not':gng very fa-
miliar with it, and confine"our remarks

to his public life and character.

i Mr. Mercer was first elected to the
Legislature of Virginia, from Loudoun
cotinty, in 1810, and continued in that
position till 1817, when he was elected to
Congress:  He took ap active part in'the
debates of the:Legisiature during the
period of his service, and was justly class-
ed amongst its most talented members.

He distinguished hims2lf particularly in
his advocacy of a call of a Convention for
amending the old Constitution of the
State. Upon that question he came in
contact, on one occssion, with Littleton
Waller Tuzewell, the most powerful
champion of the old Constitution, and ac

quitted bimself to the entire satisfaction
of the advocates of a change in our or-
ganic law. On the subjeci of internal
improvement, he was considerably in ad-
vance of his day; his fellow-members
celling him an enthusiast in the cause,
and one of them telling him, in a speech,
that be was born jusione hundred years
too soon to fulfil his mission in behalf of
roads and canals. . ;

In 1817, Mr. Mercer became a candi:
date for Cougress in the Loudoun dis-
trict, to succeed Joseph Lewis, who de-
clined a re-election. Mr. Mercer ran as
the Federal candidate, and General Arm-
istead T. Mason, a distinguished and
popular Republican, took the field
against him. The district had been Fed-
eral from the first division of parties; John
Adams having carried it against Thomas
Jetferson in the first race between them,
when the electoral vole was by districts,
The canvass between Messrs. Mercer and
Mason was active and acrimonious, and
resalted in the choice of the former by
less than one hundred votes. Out of
this canvass, it we mistake not, grew the
serious difficulty between General Mason
and Col. McCarty, which ended in a duel
with a fatal result to the former,

Mr. Mercer was re-elected to each suc-
ceeding Congress, if our memory is not
at fault, till 1839, when he voluntarily
rvetired to private life.

Upon the national theatre to which he
was called, Mr. Mercer took his position
among the *‘star actors,’’ and maintained
it creditably for more thau twenty years.
During that period he participated with
the master-spirits of the House of Rep-
resentatives in discussing the important
questions that came before it for consid-
eration and action. His name appears
on the record as aspeaker as well as a
voter upon almost every proposition of
general interest. He grappled in debate
with many of the first minds of his day,
and always anstained his character well
as a man of mark.

In his political sentiments, Mr, Mercer
was a Federalist of the old school, and
his votes on party queslions were conse-
quently. with the minority of the Virgi-
nia delegation, with rare exceptions. He
supported the election of Wm. H. Craw-
ford for President in 1824; but, with that
exception, he never voted with his State
in a Presidential election when there was
a contest. . He supported Mr. Monroe, as
did nearly every bod{ else, of every par-
ty, in Virginia and elsewhere.

In consequence of his zeal and enthu-
siasm in the cause of internal improve-
ment, some of his friends denominated
him “‘the De Witt Clinton of Virginia.”
He wascalled, by general consent and de-
sire, to the presidency of the Chesapeake
and Ohio canal; and it was then r::on
than 30 years sgo) confidently believed
that his conspicuous connection with that
work would materially strengihen his
claim to the title with which he was hou-
ored. But their brigbt anticipation in
that respect was not realized; owing how-
ever, to causes which neither Mr, Mercer
nor any other men could control. |

Mr. Mercer was a conspicuous mem-
ber of the State Convention of 1829 30.
As the call of that Convention had bern
secured as much through insirumentality
of Mr. Mercer as'that of any othier man,
his eleciion was a matter of form and not
of contest in a district in which thbere
was 80 almost undivided sentiment
ainst the old Constitation. In the
nvention, he was among the most un-
compromising and efficient champions of
Western interests. With Doddiidge,
Cooke, Powell, Sammers and osbers,
he gained eclat in the West in ““measar-
ing arme” with Eastern men of world-
wide fame as debaters and orators. Not-
withstanding his Federalism as a nation-
al polltician, Mr. Mercer was, in the Vir-
ginia Convention, ‘a radical Democrat of
the first water; one not surpassed in'in-
tensity by Aodrew Johnson, the
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of America roams through forests 13
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children the story of their deeds. :
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the foundation of all the
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+Sympathy, is it not as natural to man

gathers around him? Out of th.§¢ foel- .

ings spring the,alamq_nll_d_l’.lttiﬁhly:,
life ? Even the birds defends his nest, a8
the lion does his den; the former with less
vigor but with equal zeal. .The hunter
decorates his cave with the fur of the aa.
imals he has killed, and stores amay ip

water side, his canoe and spear for the
finny tribe, In comtempt of danger;
armed with rude instruments, he traver-
ses the land and the water under the ia-
fluence of the same feelings wich prompt
the civilized maa to build habitations,
1o till the land, and to lay up the fruite
of autumn for the necessities of winter.—
How can labor and property be seperas
ted? Property is at once the fruit aad
the spring of labor. The suthor of thé
Eusay on the Human Understanding, ia
his tresties on civil government, .lilfl: 8
emphatically that he menns'by pwplﬂgl
to dennte tho life, liborty, andgall the -
possessions of man."

After his retirement from Oongress,
Mr. Mercer left the Siate of Virginia.—
The newapapers reported higy] at oune
time a resident of Florida, and at snother
took a somewhat active partin’the Press
idential election of 1852, for the resson’’
perhaps that Gen. Boott was his warm.
personal as well as politioal friend.” We
heard one of his speeches in the sanvass,
and, as we said at the time, with » sin-
gle exception, we look u it as such &
speech as might have been ex from
one of his years and character, The ez~
ception to which we had refersnce, was
the want of respect shown by the venres-

ident' Polk, to the time-honored wseati-
ment, de mortuis nil nisi bonum. Hisre-
marks in relation to Polk were decidely
personsal and acrimonious, In every oth~
er respect his speech was an inter '
one, and well calculated to .coneiliste po~
litieal opponents. ' 15
Mr. Mercer spent several of the lsst
years of his life in foriegn travel. We
saw it stated some two or three yeam
ago, that he had made nmﬂklbh'm
ress in the study of some of the
Fanguago during his sojourn in Iia-
ly. He was then about 77 years of age.
At the age ol'aighly. ““full of years
and full of honors,’” ' Charles Fenioa
Mercer returnek from foral‘gn ‘Innds te
“*die at home at last.,”” He breathed his
last among the people who had so ¥s-
peatedly honred him with their sonS-
dence, and to whom he must Bavs felé

particularly gratefal. w Hosas -
We should have spplied the -ﬁhn
title of ‘General to the subject of-

sketch, as we find it perfixed to his namé

n all the news , past and p b
and no doubt pl::g::l'i 80 , from
the circumstances of his having held' the

commission of B ier' General in
military services ‘the Btate. :
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