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Cooper's Clarlcsburg Register 5s published in
^Clarksburg, Vfc., every Friday morning, at
$2,00 i>cr nnnuin, in advance, or at the expiration

'of six months t'rora the time of subscribing; after
"*rhuh $2,50 will invuriably ho charged.
No subscription will be received for a less pe-Tiod tban aix month*.

_No oaperwill bo discontinued except the op¬tion of the proprietors, until all arrearages ure
paid un.and those who do Wot odei'their pa)«r
to be discontinued* at the end of their term of
aubsciiption. will be considered aa desiring to
have it continued.
Advertisements will be- inserted at $1.00-per

square twelve lines for the first three inser¬
tions, and twenty-five cents for each subsequentinsertion.
A liberal deduction on 'he above rates will be

made to ttoso who advertise by the year.No advei tfsenient counted less than a square.The n.tm'-er of insertions must be specified, or
the adv.-rtisomont will be continued and chorgudaccordii gly.

Annoiince nents of candidates for office $2,Of.Marriages and Deaths inserted gratis
All c> mnn. mentions, to insure attention must

"bo accn panird by the author'* name and post¬paid.

APPEAtTO A U VCIIELOR.
Dear Charles, be persuaded to wed,
For a sensible fellow like vou

It's high timo to think of a be 1, *

And muffins and coffee for two ;
So hnvo done with your doubts and dolaying,
With a soul so adapted to mingle,

No wonder the neighbors are saying
'lis singular you should be single !

Don't say you haven't got time.
That business demands your attention,

There is not the least reason or rhyme
In tho wisest exeuso you oan mention.

Don't tell me about "other fish".
Your duty is done wlicn yon buy 'em I

And you novir will relish the dish,
Unless you've a woman to fry 'em.

You may dream of political famo
But yonr wishos may chance to miscarry,

Tho best way of sending ono's name
To posterity. Charles, is to marry !

And here 1 am willing to own.
After soberly thinking about ft,

1 'd very much rather be knoivn
By a beautiful son than a sonnet.

Then. Charles, bid doubting good bye.
And dismiss all fantastic alarms.

I'll be bonnd you've a girl in yonr eye,
'Tis your dnrv to havo one in your arms.

Some trim little maiden of twenty,
A benntiful azure eyed elf:

With virtue an ! graces in plenty.
And no fuiling but loving yourself.

Don't search for an "an jil" a .n'nn'o .
For granting von win in tho sequel,

No joy. after all. would bo in it,
With a union so verv unequal :

The angels. it must bo confessed.
In this world aro rather uno'iin nm ;

And allow mo dear Ch irle-i, to sU'/£»st,
You'll be batter content with a woman.

Then, tliore's the economy, dear.
By poetical algebraJshown.

If your wife has a griof or a tear.
One-linlf by tho laws, i- your own ;

And ss to the joys by division.
They're nearly quadrupled, 'tis said .

(Though I never could sea tho addition
Quite plain in the item of broal.)

From the New Orleans Delta.
W1M) UII'I'LES.

The wuury mil whs sinking in ih« wost ;
The wave tluil br>>k« upon tlw strand

Seemed hut a wrinkle on tli«« breast
Of '.he fair lake, and whiu it reach'd the land

It rippled gnntly. The beucli caressed
And thanked it, for its olT<ring of sanl.

And then as though its mo leaty forbid,
That it,a little wave should 8iv»k the shorj.

It rippted back, and, in eveni'is; shadows bid,
'Twus lost to me.ay.lost far ev*r mora :

Yet o'er tho surface of tlio water sp"d
Another wave, and it was wrinkled as bafore.

Then I thought how very like our joys,
Th"se little ripples on the lake appeared.

'Tis coming in ; Oh 1 how our Imp-* it buoys.
It disappears ; Oh! how our hearts are scared!

"Tis g»ue, and though its jjoiii!* out anil >y«.
Another comes, and then the heart is che«red.

TIIE fJLOVE WO THE LIONS.
LEIGH HUNT.

King Francis wis a hearty kiug, and lov'd a roy¬
al sport.

And one day as his lions fought, sit locking on

the court ;
The nobles filled tlu benches, with (lie ladies in

their pride.
And 'mongst them sat the Count Dj Locce, with

one for whom he sigh'd :

And truly 'twas a gallant thing to see that
. crowning show,

"Vulor aud lore, and a kiug above, and tho roy¬
al beasU below.

Ramp'd and roared the lions, with horrid laugh¬
ing jaws ,*

Th»*y bit they glar'd, gave blows like beams, a

wind went with their paws ;
With wallowing might aud stifled roar they

roll'd on oue anot'iar
Till all the pit wiih sand and mane was in a

thunderous smother ;
The bloodv foam above the bars cams whisking

through the air ;
Said Francis then, '-Faith gentloinen, we're bet¬

ter here than there."

Dx Loser's love o'erheard the King, a beauteous
lively dan*,

With smiling face and sh irp bright eyes, which
always seeinad tin same ;

She thought, "ths Count, my lover. Is brave us

brave can be;
He surely wo'ild do wondrous things to show

his love of me ;
Kind, ladies, lovers all look on ; the occasion Is

divine ;
I *11 drop <ny glove to prove his love; great glory

will bo miue."

Sho diopp'd her glove, to prove It is love, then
look'd at hiin and smiled ;

H) bow'd and ill a in-wndut leap'J among the li¬
ons wild :

The leap was quick, roturu was quick, he has
reguia'd his place,

Then threw the glove, bat not wilil love, right
in thu lady's face.

"By H«tveu !" said Francis, "rf^lftly <J9l)aand he rose from where lie sat:
f'Solove" ,uoth he "bat vanity, sets love a taskIlk*

TIIJE ivfsj VICTIM OF THE
,«^VN;ri-KT.

An imperial rescript, bearing the data
af tlie 21Kb of August, 1854. aud the sig¬
nature uf thp Emperor Francis Jo.-eph ol
Austria, has abolished for evermore
within the realm* oi the whole Ausirain
empire that terrible chasijsemept.run¬
ning the gauuilet. Terrible it was. in
deed.a cruel aud batbArou* remuani ol
those dark and dismal times called the
middle ages. 1 witnessed the last eXecu
tion ot this kind, and lecord it lor the
bent fit of those who still cling with a

itrange fondness even to the worst lega
utes oi by-gone centuries.
On an autumn morning, in the year

1851.' the garrison uf the lortress of The-
reseiustaill, on the Eger river, in Bobem
ia, was lormed in a large square on the
spacious place before the residence of the
comm>iUdant. In the middle of the
square, drawn up in tile, stood a company
oi a iide baiullion, to which the delin¬
quent belonged. It was unarmed, each
private (tbeie were three hundred) being
provided with a switch, and placed at a

itnall distance from his ntxi man. At
tlie tenth stroke uf the cluck the drums
were beaten, and amidst a silence deep
nud oppressive the piUoner was murcbed
into the square.
He was as fine looking a man as ever I

net eyes upon.lull, powerlul, aud well
furnicd. ills handsome features, to which
i black iuus aclie gave a bold aud mama!
expression, shone lor.h in the lull glow
and vigvr ol meu'iood, ouly they were oi
a deadly paleness.
He was a nou commtssioued officer and

during the last compaign in J'aly, in

1819. he had distinguished him-elf in
¦»ucu a manner iliat his .«uperior officers
had rt cummeiided him tor prumoiiou
Ausir a is mure generous Uiuu Et gland
towards those that shed their blood in
tier service, aud he would have been
made a cuminisiuned officer long sii'ce.
in spite oi Ills huniide origin and his pov
erty. il ii had nut been lor u latal imped¬
iment. Tliis impediment was his own

pa»*ionaie lempei ; he was a very choleric
man; harsh aud biusul towards hl-> inleri
ors. uioro-e and stubborn towards l.is su¬

perior- whenever tiny dterned it nece.ssa

ly to ciiecU or rebuke him. 11* wa» ha
ted by tlie uien to the u iuust. There
vtas not a private in the whole battalion
that had uoi vowed him leveuge. He
had uever m-ide one rtend, nor did he
care to have one. S net in the perfor¬
mance of his military service.the most
tumor dunes ot which he-dlschurgi'd with
lite u'.iuoai ex letn^ss.he went his own

way, proud, reserved, so itary. In nil

inerable were the punishments which lie
ha t brought upon the men; lor however
slight the olT'-nce might be, he was sure

nut to p iss ii over iu silence.
His superior otfio rs respected hitn for

bis usefulness, his ability, aud bis cxacii-
i [iil«, lull lliev did nol like him. The ev-

ile.nl lack of hum mity in the nviu made
Him an object ui doubt rather that love..
Moreover, there wa> vague rumors about
Ins having once. struck at ins owu oQicei
iu the midst of a pull mell cauied Oy a

liand-to hand encounter with the enemy
The report never took ft clear shape, the
utficer having been killed in the engage
inent, and the gossippiugs of a lew woun¬

ded soldiers having been much too inco¬

herent and contradictory lo lead to a tor-
mftl investigation of the matter; besides
it was at the victory ol Navurra. lie huu
greatly distinguished himself, and old
Fiel t Marshall tl tdetaky had, with his
own bauds, aliixe I the gold' n im-d-1 oa

his breast. The rumor, however, togeth
er with the knowledge of his har»h add
violent temper, caused his n«m« to be
erased from the list of those that were
reuommeuded or higher promotion.
When this inutdeui was mole known to

him he became even more sullen, more

rigid, more cruel lhan ever; but always,
as it was well undersiouil, lor the beuelit
of the service, the slightest demand of
which he performed wi.h the same immu¬

table strictness as he enlorced them to be
done by others.
A few weeks previous to tha dreadful

punishment wluuh he had now to undergo
he was mounting guard in the outworks
with some twenty or twenty five men of
his own company. It wm a chilly, rainy
night; and when the sentries were rellev
ed they were glad to stretch themselves
. wet as they were.upon the fL.ior near

the large stove in the middle of the guard¬
room. The floor not being very clean,
(tioors seldom are in these localities. ) and
and the while uniforms of the men b.-ing
wet, it was no wonder that the dirt adher
i-d to thein with a tenacity that drilled
all exert ons to get it off. when the
uenreis were aroused by this sergeant lo

prepare for standing guard once more..
The more "hey trieii to rub their clothes
clean the more st-.irdily he lent a helping
hand to thrir endeavors by an applica'ion
of the sad equipment ot every Austrian
no i-commissi >ned officer . the slick..
Whilst he was tiilly at work.cutting nwa\

at the men with a powerful arm. the door
opened, and lite officer on duty entered
the guard-room.

.*A teniiou !" commanded the sergeant
and saluting his superior, made the usual
report thai nothing worth remarking hail
happened. The offi;er, a young en-ign,
flesh from the Military school, and almost
a boy, took no notice whatever ol this im¬
portant news hut asked the sergeant in a

hrtsk and some« hat impeiu us manner.
..Wnat be was a^aia striking the men
tor?"
The sergeant, already mu'.h annoyed

at this in'erterence; gave a surly and un¬

willing answer; anl, when the young offi¬
cer rebuked hiiu. in a severe and peihaps
somewhat haughty manner, the violent
and passonaie man. losing all self-control,
lifted up his hand against his officer.

It was but one fatal moment, quick as

JijfljtniiT '. The uplifted hand never de-
scenuedrit caught b7 » I°w-
erful arms. Ife^ felled t0 the gr8Und

inJ-disarmed. Half an hour afterwards
le found himself in irons in the case-

na*e»..i:
!/Lifting) tlie, arm against.a superior is
sonsldered a capital crime, In ihis case
t bad been commuted whilst both parlies
were on duty, and: the Austrian military
aws are the yery.last in the world to be
.tided with, i The following day he was

ried'by court martial, and sentenced to
>e shot;/ V\ hen the sentence was for¬
warded to the competent authority for
-atification it happened 'to be the cnpe
ior'sanniversary day; capital punishment
was commuted, the criminal bad to run

be gauntlet. .>

' A cruel act of grace was this commu-
ation 1 When the first sentence bad been
-eHd over to him. be bad reminded Cold
ind impassable; not a muscle of hi* proud
ace stirred. He did not tear death; be
>ad looked it in the face many a time
viihout flinching, and to din in the open
lir, pierced by a dozen balls.a poldier's
leath. what sh >uld he care for tha' "2.
3ut when he was inlormed that be bad 10
un the gauntlet twice through hi" com-

jany, after having been previously de
;raded. he trembled for the first time in
lis lite. He knew 01 many a soldier who
lad run the guantlet thrice through a

9hole battallion, and not been the worse

or it alter all; he knew ot some that had
.ven married afterwards, and brought up
amities of children; he was lully aware

that the issue of ibis lorriblu tortuie de¬
fended entirely upon the dispositions o

lie men. Dreadful r< flection! Above
ill, be thought ot (lie slixme, tne di>hon
>r-»-and hi# proud heart was well nigh
;iving way.
On ilia evening previous to the punish

nent, the second -itfle battallion ot Kite-
.eiibuller intantry would have been unfit
or service; the men were living. They
jad got up a carousal in joy and honor ot
he co ing day. But in the morning
hey were sober enough. The drum-
swased lo heat as soon as the prisoner Lad
trrived in the middle of the -quare; nis
-,-cort lell back. He stood aloue near the
right wing of the company. There was

i dead silence; not a respiration was to be
Heard from all the thousands gathered on

he Bpot. The commanding utli.er lead
ho aenience over to hli» tor ihti second
.ime. This done be exhorted the men.

according to custom, to d spensc with all
eelings o! compassion, and to do -h^ir du
y conformably to the law. The colonel
went through this part ot the formality in
i quick and huriied manner, as i» lie were

in-willing lo perform it. So he was; he
(new but too well that in this instance,
here was no need whatever f-ir exhoria
ion. These pr'-liinintries bring over.
,he prisoner was delivered in'.o the hand
Jt the provost.
When the latter tore off frcm his uni

'orm the golden lace and galloons.the
marks of his military rank.throwins
hem, together with the gold medal, ng
liis feet, the lace of the unfortunate man

became purple, and his dark eye fl-»shed(
lire. When he was striped ot his cO"(
and shirt, and placed at the eutry of the
terrible street through which he h«d tu

pass, he became pale* gain. Two -oldier>
went ahead of bun; they marchrd back
ward, with their bayonets piesen'ed It
his breast, so as to force him to k-ef
measure lo a drum which brought up tht
[CUI . L UC UIUUI n no UlilUib\l| ll>' f-IU "

*nd dismal beats sounded like the music
jf h funeral procobind.

VVi.cn he recie ved the first stroke his
features assumed an expression of pain,
and his firm set lip- quivered sligthtly .
This was, however, the only pi^n of sen

sation. Crossing his aims over his brt-asi
and pressing liis teeth clo-;e lo^ellinr, liis
proud face rem-tined henceforth immo

vable. His merciless enemies enjued
but an incomplete triumph alter all; ihey
might stab his h-aly in piec s. but his
proud and indomitable spirit (hey C"U'd
not break Tile blows descended with a

earful violence up >n him. After the
tirst doz-n. blood came; but never did he
utter one single exclamation of pain; nev

er. not even with a look.did he implore
lor mercy. An expression of scoin and
disdain was deeply set on his face, as pale
as death. When he had reached at last
the left wing of the company, his lacera
led back presented a frightful appealance.
Even hts most ex isperated enemies migl<«
well have been satisfied now; if ii had but
b< en possible, the commanding tffi-er
h'tnself would have interceded in hi« be
half; but this was not even to be thought
of; the law must have its course. 'I hey
faced him right about; he had to make
the same way ba6k again.
TWf?re was o-e thing formally connected

wi h this punishment which was a cru«-l,
barbarous and sh »meful mockrrv; the
delinquent had to thank his executioners
for his tortures.
When the viivim had arrived at the file

lender of the right wing o'his C"0)p»nv.
and the dreadful execution was ov-r at

last, he threw one last, long look full of
contempt, at his tormentors. Tl>en he
was seen staggering like a drunken m«n

towards the commanding officer. His'
eves swollen wi'h blood, beamed with an

unnatural brightness hi« respiration was

short and painfnl; touching his head wi'h
his righ' hand, in mk»-n of the militarv sa-

lu'e he said in a voire that came out of
his lhro«t, with a ra'tling «onnd. Hut that
was neverthele-s distinctly audible all
over the place, "I hav»» in th ink vonr

honer for this exqui-ite punishment," and
fell down dead.
* Wheeling Cr*ek in consequence

of the great drought. h«s become stag¬
nant and i* now almost as foul as the
Thames.. South.

XW Mr. Charles Irving and Tbos. P.
Chisman were the seconds in the' dual
which came off last Friday at Fairfield,
near Richmond. Mr. Irving for Mr.
Clemens. and Mr. ChlBm&n the friend
f Mr. Wise.

THE HWFAREU'S PIUYEUS; Oi,
His Oath Explained.

Wha' I a swearer pray? Yes, wheth¬
er tbou ihinkeat an or not, eaoli of ihioe
oathiMs a pr»vtr.an appeal to thd holy
and almighty God. wh>>se name thou dar¬
es' so impiously to take into thy lips.
And what'ia it, l dukest thou, swearer

that thuU dust call- for, when the awtul
imprecations datun and damnation, roll
so trequently from thy proiane tongue?
Tremble swearer, while I tell thee 1.thy
prayer contains two parts; thou prayest,
first, that ibou mayest be depiived of
eternal happiness; secondly, thai thou
maxest be plunged into eternal misery.
When, therefore, thou callest (or dam¬

nation dost thou not, in lact, say as fol¬
lows: 'Oh God 1 thou hast power to

punish me in hell forever, therel.ire let
not one of ray "ins be forgiven! Let eve¬

ry oath that I have sworn, every lie ihal
I have told, everj Sabbath that I have
broken, and all the sins thai I have com

mitted, either in thought, word or deed,
rise up in j' dement against me, and
eternally condemn me! Let me never par
take of thy salvation! May ray soul and
body be deprived ot all happiness both in
this world and that which is to come. Lei
me never enj >v thy favor and thy friend¬
ship, a''d let me never enter in'O the king¬
dom ot heaven '

This is the first of tby prayer, Let us

hear the second.
.Oh Ood. let me not onlv be shut ou

of heaven, but also shut me up in 1 ell..
Mav all the members of rov body b- tor
Hired wi'li inconceivable auonv. and all
'he powers of my soul tormented with
horror am! despair, inexpressible and
eternal! Le- mv d welling be in the black
ness. and my companions accursed devi!-.!
Pour down thy hottest anger; execute all
thy wrath and curse upon roe; arm and
send forth all thy terrors against me; and
fierce, thv firev, thy fearful indignation
rest upon me! Be mine e'emal enemy
and plague; puni-h and torment me in
hell tor ever, and ever, and ever !'

Swear- r. this is thy pra> er! Oh dread
tul imprecation ! Oh. horrible ! horrible !
,most horrible ! Blaspheming man ! dost
th- u like thy petition? Art ih->u desirous
of eternal lormem? Ii so. swe«r on.

a* ear hard. The more oa'hs the more

miserv. and perhaps the -miner thou
mayest be in ''ell Art thou shocke-l at
this language? Dost it harrow up thy
"oul? D >es the very blood run cold in
thy vein-? Art thou convinced of the evil
ot profane swearing? How many limes
hxst thou a-keil G.»l to damn ibre in tlie
course of a year, a mon'h a day; nay.
how many times in a single hour. Iiasi
thou nailed for damna ion ? Art 'hou vet
in hell? Wonder. O he vens. and bv
astonis ed. O e>-rih at the g.ioil and suf
ferintj of 'hat G >d whose great nwme

swearing persons so often and -o awfully
profane! S*earer. be thankful that (Jod
has not answered thv pray r. thy tremen
dous prayer, thai his mercy an patience
have withheld the reqtist of thv pollu'ed
lip« ! Never let him hear another oa'h
from thy unhallowed tongue, lest ii should
be thy last expression tipon ear'h. and
thv swearing prayer choiihl be answered
in hell. Oh. let thine oa'hs b- turned in
to supplications! Repent, and 'urn to
J~su« who died for shearers as well as for
iiic« iiiuiuririB. xlimi ' nrn, mi i uifii

( l> «>u v» h ihou may est have sworn a* ma

ny oaths as there are 't^nr* in the heav¬
ens. ami sand* upon the sea shore innu¬
merable. ') then thou shall find, to thv
eternal joy, thft' tl.ere i< love enough in
his heart, anil merit snffi.-ieut in his blo"d
to pardon thy sins, and save thy soul for
i-ver.

S'-venrer ! canst thou ever again bias
pheme such a (»>>d and Savior as ihi ?.
I 'ocr not thv conscience crv. G<»«! orlid!
Even so. Amen .British Messenger

[From tho SunJay DUpatclr]
DE.uusr»i. Nt.s, rtiK c;itt;oian

on a roR.

Twenty-two ceiituues have passed
away much Demosthenes, i|ie prince ol
orators, lived und tl .u>i-he>l. During
thai tuterv »l. vast empires have ristu.
prospered, and faded into oblivion ; y t-t

lii> lame i em,tins as fresh and pte-erai
aent in the republic ..f letters 10 tui-
nour, as wh n he moved in person on the
tragic scene. Nor has tie any supeiioi
in genius and glory even amon.; the inor>i

powerful ot those lute'lecis which (Jreece.
»o ptoiitic ot great men, produced ; lor
he occu^ios no second place beside Ho¬
mer, Sophocles, Euripides or. Plato. li is

truly a sublime sp cucle to behold how
such giited mastcr-spirrs as these have
dttied the oblivion ol the grave ; ho«
they still resist the suiges ol ibe Lethean
tl H>d of time ; bow the^ opung up imtn<>r
tal Irum age to age,seeming t . be iustiuc
with nu intellectual vimti y which chiiooi
die ; and how the- appear destined 10
ive in taileless beauty ai.tl |u*n hnei I
ter, as loug as the human race C'-ulinues
to run its mysterious and cli< ckered ca
reer on tliis piannet. Such colossal
uiluds lurnish an unanswerable proof
that mail may jusi'n claim to hold in the
sc-<le ol Hie rail ual universe, a rank but
ilttle lower than ttie angels.

Detnoslheties was bom three hundred
ana eighty -fiv« y eais betore Christ, in hr
borough . I Pae niu;in Auica. His lather
who bore the s»iue n me, was an opuleut
maiiMtactuter of arms, aud uot a CotiiOloU
blacksmith. a> has been lrc<q/i«m<U a.

sertetl. When lu his seveutn year the
lutuie orator lost his lattier ; and soon
the very uonsiderab e pattim>-ny which he
had luiierued begun to uwiuole away be¬
neath the rapacity and imbtciliiy ol th«
guatdixns to "lose care it hail been en
trusted When be a as sixteen years ol

age, a trial ol c nsulerabtc interest en

gaged the atten ion of the Athenians ;
and (Jaliisiiaius. the moat distinguished
orator ol the day, whs employed to coa-
duct it, A vast crowd of rinens were

present, and the you.hlul Deinosthenes
was among the number. It was on this-cr t, gflfiuSj r-'> ii .1

occasion, witen listening to the sonorous
and pleasing eloquence of CallistrHtus.
that the. nmbiio.i ui Demosthenes whs
first aroused ; and he de<erm\B{-d to de¬
vote hi-, life to the attainment of di-tmc
lion as an orator. He immediately com
menced h course of laborious study onJer
the direction of I-seus and Plato.
An opportunity soon afforded in which

he was enabled to test his adaption ot
mind and person to liia new pursuit..
V\ hen seventeen yeaTs old he appeared
before the public tribunal* to prosecute
his. guardians for the waste and plunder
ot bis patrimony ; and so ablv did be cop
dupt the suit that he gained a triumph
over tbem. and at the same time impress
ed his audience with a just concej tion ol
his oratorical abilities. Deceived and
fl-iitered by this result, he undertook, on
a mhsrqutnt occasion, to addre.-s the
general assembly of the ci izens ; and
completely failed. Overcome probably
by u initiation irom the novelty and difi
cult) oi tbe task which be bad assumed,
his voice was leeble, bis delivery contused,
tils respiration interrupted, bis ge-tures
awkward and inappropriate, and his ut«
teiai ce Blatpmeriag. tie excited the gen
eial ridicule and laughter ol the assem-

bly, and he returned uornu overwhelmed
wi>h mort.ticuiion aud shame, it is re¬
corded that at tuis bitter moment he was
visited by a benevolent ac or named Sa
i) ¦ us, who had been a witness ot his lail-
uie, and had dett-c ed iis cause. He re¬

quested Demosthenes to repeat before
uiui a cer>aiu passage irom a dramatic
poet, tic did so iu ih rapid, couiused,
aud uuttn, ie»»ive manner ot ordinary
re-ideis. When he ha. tini-hed. Sttyrus
nlmseli read the passage with the dramat
iu skill »nicti uauaily char cteiis;«hi»
piotessiou ; aud ue at once optued the
eyes ol Dcmostheues to a new world ol
kuuwleOge, as to the itupo itto'e of the
art ol elocution to public speakers. He
insian'l) resolved .o commence and pur
sue a thorough coutse 01 naming which
snould overcome t v« rj delect, aud render
hlui master ol o>erj art aud qualification
wiiuh could be attained.
T .e iuju--try and perseverance with

winch Demosthenes cairied out this pur
pose has passed into a proverb, which
uas lung been famuii-ir through) ut the
civil z d world. Tnough gilted by na

lure with taleuts ot the highest order, he
had the greatest phisieal defects lo over¬

come. tie was au inveterate stammerer
whenever he became excited. To renin

dy this tleleot he practised speaking with
pebbles lu his mou-h. tie was unable
to pronounce the letter r with ciexiueiM ;
l)U by endless repetitions and trials he
obtained so sinful »r a mastery over the
difficult letter, aud iu subsequent times
tue liiipressi*euesa with whlJli he pro-
uounced it won the aileuiit'u ami the ap
plau*e ot his hearers. Mis features be
CHine i-ffeusiveiy distorted lltt-n thinking;
and lo correct this deformity he declal'it
ed before a mirror. He had a habit o ele
va-lug Ills leil shoulder awkwardly when
speaking. To cure himteli ol this lie sua

pendeil a naked sword above the «.ff-nd-
ing pxrt, so that its point pricked the ll--*h
whenever it was unduly elevated. His
» UViO mm luugn wcaci " > 'in ,

strengthen th«m lie practiced declaiming
while running up lii^>li hills Htiil over rug¬
ged pathways. The uui'e and bustle ol
a poj<uiar as-embla^e con'u^etl him ; hut
lu nccusioto himself to lliis peculiarity of
(lie theatre ol his peculiar t If Tin, he
"poke lor hours upon the red shore. and
especially wln-n a violent storm lathed
it* waves in-o fury. To prevu..t hi- iiud-
it-s from being in errupted, he ootistr ucied
a subierraueau apartment, * here he some
liinn remained secluded three months »t
a lime. There, by the glimmering lij(lit
>>r his lamp, he copied and re copied at

least ten times all the (rations winch are
scattered through the works of Thucy-
ndes. in order to acquire a familliarity
with the best, style o> oratory. And at

last, lo prevent Ins ambition irom «;et ing
the better of his prudence. and inducing
tin iucui tail lis preparatory studies, he

-h*vtMl ff the liatr lr<-m one side ol his
head, that he might not bt-tempted to go
abroad Ei^hl year-ol unwearied induit
try , ol theoretical culture, and ol piacii
eal . xpermienl, were employed by this
rentar kable man in labors such ss these ;
after which, at the age of twenty live, he
reappeared on the stage ol aciioo, pos
seeing a degree ol oratorical '-kill and art
which uo other yuuihioll speaker ever at

rained
Only a short lime elapsed before Do

mosthenes assumed a prominent position
among the -talesmen of Athens. At the
period when he commenced hi" public ca
re r. the an-ient glory ot A tica had in a

ureal measure passed away ; (he public
spirit and patriotic pride ol that once glo-
liuus and tree State were at the lowest
ehb ; luxury, indolence and venality bad
.aken the place of the primitive autt rity.
tntlu-iry and probity w ich had once

adormd the Athenians ; and the virtue*
or their lorelath«*r» were no lorger emula
tetl by the coVmporwries of ibe youthful
orator .The Atbentan repubhc was 'end¬
ing o the ruin ot i<s liberties; and at

Hi I** very time an able, crafty and un¬

scrupulous enemy wa« coming up> n the
slajje ol ac Ion. who threatened the wor-t

consequence* to the intereMS ol Greece,
and e-pecially to those of A hens, the ac-

knowledged head of the ttreeian con'eH
. racy. D- muMlirnn whose pari.»ti-m
was superior lo that of mm1 of his coun¬

ts m<-o, soon nrrayed Hmseli against the

the lather ol Al> xmder the Great ; and
¦ouneen years ot his publie career were

employed in hie resolu'e efforts to conn-
teraot the operations and projects ot that
monarch. He constan ly resisted him in
tlte assembly of ei ii oi, and tome ira-s
in the field of b ittle. H'» most celebra
'ted orations wef pronounced against
ibis able sovereign ; and in this service
be may be said to bare exhibited the

noat exalted and accomplished powers of
¦loqufnee which have been possessed by
iti> human being.
Neither ancient nor modern history

iresenlS a more remarkable history, in
. hich the con-uma e power* ol a master
pint were called lorih ibto complete and
lUccessful operation on a memorable oc-
:asion. the importance of which was wor-

by ol the exercise ol the highest of hu-
nan faculties, than the ca»e Ol Dcmostbe-
ie" pleading with his countryman at this
uiiica) crisis of thehr late, ami urginghem to union, to fortitude and to pail-lot-
«ffl, ai the risk of endangering i is own
inMonsI safety, bis popularity, and his
uture interests through life. Let u<
tried» contidei the details of one of
hose extraordinary occasions, and view
Demosthenes as he appears io the scene
>f his greatest glory. The crafty and am
miou* Phillip, having become the bitter
memv ol Athens and having resolved to
iccoroplish her ruin, has dent' embassa-
lors to the city, commissioned by bim to
impose certian insidious measures of *1
iance and amity. The citizens are as
lembled for pulic deliberation io the large
>nd capacious area known by the epi het
>1 the Pj/nx, capable of holding ten ihous
tnd persons. A( the extremity of this
pace the lofty Bema. or rostrum, arose,
rom which the orators of the republic
were accustomed to address the multitude
in questions of national interest. This
.osuum was an eminence shaped like an
iliar, hewn out of the solid rock, beneath
>he open heavens. On the right
jt this position, at no great distance, to¬
ward tile far famed Acropolis, whose spa-
ti.'UH summit was covered by the match-
cMr foim of the Parthenon, or temple of
Minerva, the must magnificent edifice ev
>r d< voted to the mythology of Greece
Near to this ec inence also appeared the
ess aspiring Hill ol Mars, the same from
«hich the sainted Paul, at a later date,
[iroclaiaied with a n >b!er enthusiasm the
Lfhrious mysteries of a nublimer creed..
In the distance the white cliffs which girt
the famous sea of Salami- might be seen,
flittering in the sun, at the base of which
the persian fleet of a thousand sail had
once been vanquished by Athenian valor.
Iii the tore ground, and close at band,
the beautiful proportions of the temple of
Theseus charmed the eye ; while scat¬
tered around, in appropriate and pictur>
esque positions, might be observed other
architectural master pieces of Pnydas
ami PolyclelUK, adorned within by the
immortal wotks ol Praxiteles, Apelles anp
Z-uxis. To the left of the rostrum wpre
seen the Gymnasium, whVt-e Socrates
>aught; the groves of the Academy,
where Plato expounded the doctrines of
a philosophy which, for many centuries,
has t-nligliiem d the intellectual world;tbe
Por icoes ; the Odeum of Pericles; and
ti<e stately temple ol the ol mpian Jove.
The palaces and private residences of the
ci izens filled the lar extending streetson
every hand around ; making t..e whole
circumirreDce of the city of Cecrops
amount to many miles.

Before that rostrum, on the occasion
in q tes'ion, were assembled an audience
socii as no other country on the globe
could have produced. In tbe front, and
standing at the very foot of the stage,
were prob-.bly the embassadors of the
bold and treacherous Philip, who had
been sent t > bribe, cxjole and terri'y the
Atheni ins into tfubmi-sion to the will of
ti.eir master Their fierce and defisnt
looks are vuinlv intended to intimidate
the hostile or-'tor. Moving to and fro
among the intelligent and wittv crowd
might have been observed the dignified
lorm ol jE t ines, an orator inferior in
ability mii.I cdebri y to Demosthenes
alone. But he has been secretly bribed
b> the gold of P illip ; and he now goes
about telling the ci ix^ns that D-mosthe
nes urges them on to «ar with the King
ol Macedon. only that he may rise to su¬

preme power on the ruins of the liberties
ol the republic. There, too, might be
seen the published 1 »'»* tHe preceptor ol
the orator ot the dav ; timid and retiring
in his nature, unfit for the stormy contests
of the forum hut yielding t e most ele¬
gant and mellifluous pen in Greece. He
gaz-K intently upoo (he rostrum, snd Is
eayer to see his favorite pupil sri «, and
(1i-play his wonderful powers on as occa

ston «o worthy their highest exercise .
There, too. doubtless, was Xeuxis, the
i'lastrious painter, aitrsc'ed from his sin-
dio bv the brilliant fame of the orator ;
and Praxiielles, the roost accomplished of
sculptors, who has deserted the unfinished
statute of the Venus ( nidus.a work
whose divine perfections, under the mod¬
ern name of the Vsrus de Medici, still
cominoe, after the lapse of many ages, to
ch-rm »nd enchant the cultivated world ;
even it Prnxi'etes has left behind him. to
listen to the consummate displaya of tbe
gieat ihetorician. Soldiers, generala.
statesmen, philosophers, and a crowd of
citizens, constitute lha remainder of lb*
audience.

It i* now past mid day. The heralds
come foiward and announce that the de¬
liberations will begin ; and that Demos¬
thenes will address the Athenians in ref
er. nce io the prop.ieitiona already made
known to them bv tbe embassadors of
Phillip A universal stillness immediate
It prevails. A tall, slender man. with
full brow and fl-isliintf eye. is seen slowly
ascending the rock-hewn st#paof the ros<

troro. He reaches the sanrmil; be ad-
ju-ta his robe ; be frees his right arm

irom i's ample fo'ds ; and be then ear

veys the vast assemblage for some mo

ment» in silenoe- Al leogth be spoke..
Hi* uttertnce at 6r*l is slow, but it is
clear, snd hia voice is audible to every
person present. A* be progresses be
glows and kindles with his theme ; he
becomes store animated and impassive;
and he delivers celpbra ed Ei^h h Phil
hpic. in wfyeh, after baring narrated how
the infamous tyran' of Mtcedon had of
fered to preasnt to tbe Athenians the gov-

rnment of iho island of Halouae.u*. oft
oudmon they would re.ign to bios
be ..flic* of Protector of the **»*. he p<^*
eeds to VgU*..vehemeuily again*t ihe
¦ opoaed arrangement, lo expose H* por¬
ta and pernicious ttffeoi* ana to acourg*
rith the lash ot a^acorplon tbe boundless
e.Bdy, tbe villainy aud thein.auable
mbiuou of ioeir ooTerUof. Daring two
our* tbe oralor bold* lhat vest multitude
pell bound by hi* magic "»a.l. The eX-
nuble Athenians, at bi* skillful biddiog.
Iiernaiely defy, ridicu.e, and exeorate
be absent tyrant; aud there i* scarcely
person present who i> not wrought up

o tbe intense*! pitob o| patriotic euihusi-
«m. And when at length Demosibcuos
oncludes, and the vote is taken, a unani-
jous sea "oi upturned hand* proclaim*
bat King Phillip i* a danger«u* enemyr the Siate, that hi* proposition i* indig-
anily rejeoied, and that mi men of
Lthena will in luture hold no commerce
riib him. Tbe orator ha. accomplished
is purpose; and Allien*, hi* native land,
be favorite abode ol art, science, poetry,
ibiloaopby and eloqueuoe, still remain*
'lorious and free 1
Several of the signal triumph* of Da-

aosthene* were gained in bis oontesta
rilh private citiaen*. Oue of these was
lis victory over J5«hinee, hi* rival in
loquence. The gratelnl Athenian* had
.oatowed on Demosthenes, in return for
lis service*, the bighesi honor known t«
he State.a crown ol gold. -JZichmea
ipposed thi* measure, either from princb
lie or jealousy, and a memorable combat
il eloquence took place between the^rivala
n reference to il. The spccch of
fi«chene* on this occasion was his best ;
ind It is only surpassed, in the whole
ange of ancient eloquence, by tb«t ol De-
nosthenes on ihe same occasion, Ihe
Htter prevailed in the ballot that ensued;
inl j£schenea, not having received a

ifth pnrt of their votes, by a law ilia «*.
sling became an exile from Altioa for
laving piocured a lalse accusation against
i cil'ten. He retired to Rhodes, and
here opened a school for eloquencf..
Da a certain occasion his ability exported
rom his pupil* an expression of^rpris*hat one so gUted as ha could have be«_a
ivercome even by Demosthenes;^;ichenes replied, -Had you fieard that
wild beast yourselves, you would sosA
tease to wonder." jIn hi# muturer years this great orator
»as compelled to experience ihe u«ualln«
rratiude of republics. He wa* accused
if bribery and condemned to impritfift-
ment. Having effected hi*
led to iE^enia, whence he coulil behold
he distant *hores of hie belovad naliv#
and, and where he constantly proiesisd
[lis innocence, tic bcoame as apuv^ aa
before in his patriolio endeavors against,he encroacbmenl* ol Macedon. Buy As-
ipalor, who wa* then at llie bead of af-
air* in that kingdom, determined l«
.ink* at the heart of Greece through
he person of her nobl^sison. He ana*

leeded.by his bribes aod intrigue*, la

jbuining a decree of baqishmenf against.he orator ; so thai, when he became .
ugiuve in a foreign Und, he m'gftt faU
he easy certain victim of the assaaaia )1 agger. Conscious, tlierelore. ol hi*
jroachiog fate, Ddmostbeoe* fl'd to ihe
.land of Calaura. near the coa*t of Arg«-
i*. reached Hie friendly *belier of a t« m-
jle of neptuoe, and aucoeeded in taking
joison just in lime lo e*cape the «"
he cruel agent* of Antipator. He expir-
iU in the sixty first year of hi* age ; aod
i is somewhat singular that ipa two
rreatesi orator* of G.eece and Rome
ihould both have ended iheir memorable
tareera by a violent and unjust deatb, lha
fliction ol which threw au eternal stigma

)n their ungraielul couotrie*.
The peculiar qualities of the el-quenee

if Demo'«tbene* were bis iimolieuj and
ilearne** \a ihe airncture'01 hi* rtnt«-
se*. hi* elegance and purily 0» diciioo,
lis earoestneet, power and rapidl J of
,hinking. hi* ma*culine force and aireogtb.
i* withering earoa*m, hi* boldaese,
trasp and thoronghne** of diaeoa^ion..
The arrangement of bis sentences possea-
n*d singular harmony aod aweetiMwe of
ladence.a quality admirably adaplud lo
:ap«ivale the fancy of the polished and
astidions iobabilanla of A'bens. Yet be
,reusnded lo no enpefior learning ; M
exhibited no glaring ornamenta ; be wm
lesiiiute of the power of looebing the
«nder aentimenu of the heart by *of»
ind melting appeaU ; »od b« rarely in-
talged in bumorooe wis. HU delivery
v as tho moil teAoopttAM 4od pcrfeit
ehicb human genius baa evir displayed;md hence, when asked what tbe first
ind greatest requisite of ao orau»r waa.
ie replied, -DtHtHrf." Wbeo tbe lo-
,oiry wa« repeated in reference lo lb*
Kscond and tWid qoelitfee of eUKjae»oe.
)e still answered, "/Wwry/* oot "A*-
ion," a* baa beeO u-ually
.he word "action" aw need in English m
nerely * miseonrtnic'loo of the Laiis
«rm actio ae oaed by dooro when aarra-
iug the incident, and is no lair rendering
>i tbe Greek pbraais 'originally employed
>y UemoetbtmM.
Tbe eloqoence. of I>emo*ib*ne* may

n«tly be' compared Co a tempest in which
looda. torrent*, and tbnnderbolu, oom-
nn« to overwhelm tbe ef^cl of bw hoe-
,liiy. Yet be wee noi UDWilling whe.
tceaaion served, to use,the moet artificial
*xp«dMata of oratory'to order to attain
lis end. Tbk *. llluatrnted bynn in-

:epu»d the seeret gold of Philip, he <U-
:lared thai he waa wHlidg to rest the jua-
lice of bia cause on tbe truth of this one
assertion, and even to submit the qae« ioa"7be immediate Seci.i ,n of the As.
bly. "1 call thee." said he lo Aihwt*,
"the hireling, first to Philip, and now of

,Alexander, and all those who are hei»
Draie&t ifmiiynsal wiih ^


