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Is there any ecxcuse for the pres-
ent under-thie-sea ' warfare being
carried on by submarines?

Is there any humane principle in
support of these daring- craftsmen
who fight their battles under sea and
without being observed send many
merchant ships to the bottom and
their crews to watery graves in t
enforcement of the embargo on ves-
sels bound to the British Isles?

Britannia claims that the raids of
varships are unwar-
ranted, that the crews of such ves-
gels are pirates and will be execut-
¢d as such when they are captured.

Yet a more humane view of the
question is presented’ by the men
who fight these battles.

- From the standpoint of ethics and
International law they can point to
not only a precedent to the legit-
imacy of such warfare, but even to
its humaneness.

The protestations of warring na-
tions who object to the ravages of
the submarines have been presented
but never has there been any leiter

of justification for the submarine.

Al 'state official recently has re-
ceived from a German: submarine
sailor hisg reasons for the attacks
and they present his peculiar code
of ethics. .

Here is his story @ in brief: He
was assigned to this most hazardous
and almost detestable berth on a
submarine' boat' by
and accepted it as one of his dutlf"b

He didn't reason that submarines
are objectionable implements of
warfare and that they ever have
been .protested by the British. Or
that the crews of such vessels may
be taken as pirates by England and
executed as pirates. With them it
was but the order of the Germany
navy and they complied with it just
as readlly as if they were assigned
by the adrmraht}- of a great battle-
ship.

To the German sailor bis assign-
ment means nothing. Whatever
dutv he may be required to perform
whatever duty he may be asked =2
accomplish, he always is a German
sailor.

To most sailors the position on a
submarine is objectionable in that
the vessel runs away after striking
{ts decisive blow. German sailors
say they don't want 1o run away,
and if possible they don't want to be
in the submarine service. However,
there are German sailors who enjoy
this particular branch of the naval
work.

A SAILOR'S YIEW ‘5.

One of this number recent]v has
written:

“We have dt..slroz. ed more than 20
marine vessels in the last two weeks
from the time of our sailing from—
(this was deleted from his letter by
the German news censor). It has
not been pleasant work, but nelther

has war been something on' which

‘¢ither our navy or that ' of others
could boast aboiit. .

«We did not desire to kill. No hu-
man' being who might come in our

path in ordinary life, were he Eng-

1ish or French, would meet with the'
slightest act of aggressiveness -on |
-our part. ln submarlne warmre we
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would nol send hundreda of the peo- .

ple of the nation opposing us to the
bottom of the sea if-we could
avoid it. '

In fighting blindly against an un-
seen: foe we' may have sent many
men to their death but we were but
carrying on the rules of ordinary
warfare, we were following the in-
structions of our commander and we
were but doing our duty.

*“‘I'am not personally bitter against
my antagonists and I do not believe
that anyone of our submarine serv-
ice feels that way. In the trenches it
may be different. A few hundred
yards away is an adversary. It is

‘just a game of his killing you or yvou
You and your foe are

being killed.
in sight and the battle'is a fair one.
But in submarine warfare it ig dif-
ferent. Whether the bomb you send
out or the torpedo that is shot
strikes . and damages the vessel at
which it is aimed ' is: not known to
us until we reach shore and read
the newspapers.

“We undergo the utmost hard-
ships while under sea. I-was a na-
val recruit and was assigned to. a
submarine against my ‘wishes. I
entered a ship in a great seaport
the name of which I am not allow-
ed to reveal and was with the rest
of the crew instructed by my com-
mander to prepare for actual duty
roaming beneath the seas searching
for vessels that' would come with-
in the ban of the orders of our gov-
ernment.

PLUNGING TO
THE BOTTOM.

“When our air-chambers opened
admitting the water and. we sank al-
most to the bottom of the sea, I was
fully determined that the orders of
our captain were to be carried out,
even if they resulted in' our death.

“As this steel vessel plunged to
the bottom of the sea I had no: re-
morse as to what we were to do. We
were sailing under the sealed or-
ders of the naval department itself
arcc we knev thst thess: prders were
indirectly from the Kaiser and in fa-
vor of the Fatherland. We were de-
termined to die happily in the en-
rorcement of the orders.

““As the little vessecl with 12 of us
aboard sank in @ the sea with iis
chambers wide open, we cheeriy
welcomed our risk and sllentiv of-
fered our lives to the great cause of
our nation.

“In the turret sat our captain with
his eye to the periscope.’ Beneath,
our gasoline engines roared while
we sailors sat about on bunks.in an
atmosphere of oxygen and com-
pressed air that almost - stifled us.
The compressed air! was necessary

to preserve the inside pressure and .

keep the plates from buckilng-:n as
we dived toward the bottom. Thou-
sands of fish were mirrored before
the glass on one side of the wvessel
as we sank. The very bhelplessness
of our position, our. inability io
escape should we meet
dent and our reminiscence of the
statement of friends that death by

drowning is painless; eucouraged us .
‘in thls great risk. | £

“‘Our descent into the depth of the
encourage-

-sea gnve us a’ certaln

to the bottom of the sea.

with acci-

ment. We sallors sat about hardly
speaking, for it was our first plunge
We were
irue sailors and willing to sacrifice
our lives, but there in that.great,
dark abyss of the Atlantic ocean,
we concealed the signs of fear ihat
must come to anyone who makes his
fireat descent in the submarine.

We had been used to perils on the
sea; most of us had been seamen
aboard German battleships., but in
that thrilling dive beneath the water
we all stood cowed, just as I imagine
a man would if he were seated in the
electriec chair.

“Several hours after our descent
our: commander called us to atten-
tion and from his position in the

periscope tower said that within few

minutes we might be ready to strike
at a real battleship. 'A torpedo was

in place and we waited nervously at

its Bide while the engineer slowly
made his way 'ahead and the com-
mander proceeded cautiously with
his eyes to the periscope.

SHOOTING A

TORPEDO. AR
“Fire,”” came the sudden com-
-mand. Without looking to  Bee

where our missle of destruction was
to go we pulled the lever that re-
leased a giant torpedo. There we
stood in almost darkness waiting to
see if our shot reached its mark.
There was a sudden explosion in
the:distance. To our men beneath
ihe sea it seemed as if the earth had
crashed In and for several minutes
many of us lost our hearing. I saw
the commander grinning in the tur-
ret and: felt that we were rushing
from the scene as fast as possible.
“It was not until a week later that

T learned that one of the, greatest!

ships in the merchant. marine of
Great Britain had been destroyved by
our missile. It was sald a number
of sailors on the vessel we attacked

perished, and we were sorry to learn

that.

‘It seems to me that it is 1he duty
of the convoys to rescue the crews
of such vessels, In our short ex-
perience in’' which time together
with other submarines of the U se-
ries of the German! fleet we have de-
siroyed a totai of one hundred’ and
forly merchaoimen and battleships
on the high seas.

“We have heard that a num'ber of *

men were drowned and we regret
their death. All in all we never see
them and to! hear they come to their
death through our torpedoes is dis-
tressing to the ‘under-the-sea’ sail-
ors. In one regard it is not like fac-
ing a foe face to face and shooting
at him. Yet how does it differ' from
warfare in the trenches.  Men with
long-range rifles are shooting at -oth-
er men. In the trenches they
use periscopes, such as.used on sub-
marines. Men are shooting at men
they mnever see.
same: warfare being waged in the
.irenches is being fought under the
sea, as far as sceing the foe is con-
cerned.

SIGHTING

CTHE E]\'EMT.

“SQeveral days after our encounter-!
- with' ?,t.he.- mp;qhap_tman..,we._arasa_._.to. e

even

It seems that the

the surface to: empty our ballast
tanks and get fresh air. We were up
but half ' an hour when 'the

commander sighted a column . of

smoke to our left.in the open sea off
the coast of France and ordered our
descent. The ballast tanks again
slowly filled and we descended untn
our priscope barely showed.'

*As I sald, our periscope was vis-
ible. It was broad day light and
someone in the crow’s nest of the
on-coming vessel apied it. Bet‘ore
we could descend and while we were
about a quarter of a mile of our
supposed prey, a shot rang out and
our periscope was shattered. Our
commander ordered our. immediate
descent.. We opened' all our tanks
and went to the bottom of the seca. A
few minutes later a great bulk
passed over us‘ and we recognized
the form of this great terrier of the
sea that we had intended sinking..

“It ‘passed above us as a cloud
passes over the sun and we lay in

the weeds and mire on the bottom
‘of the sea as if we were but'a bar-
nacle that mlght attach itself to this'

great ship.  For many hours 'it

.cruised a.bout for its orders were to
" sink any submarines that might be
sighted and the sinking of a subma-

rine was considered a great achteve-
ment.

*“In the small space of the Hvinp’.
room of this submarine we sat'about
anxiously awaitlng to ascend.  Al-
ready the air was'becoming exhaust-
ed of its oxygzen from our 'long stay
beneath the surface. 'The gasoline
motors. also had taken away a sup-
ply of air,  our - oxygen auxillary
tubes were almost exhausted: =2nd

the first.signs of the stupor and ex-

haustion, that comes " from lack of
air, was stealing. over: us. 5
“Many of us started bleeding from
the mouth ' and nostrils.  Others
groancd and.layed' back. Yet we
were German sallors and not one
uttered  a word:
sat grimly at the base of the shat-
tered periscope.  He could but dim-

1y see the outlines of the threatening

vessel above him apnd with the -rest
of us thought we ‘were doomcd Lo
death under water. y

DEATH UNDER , :
THE SEA.

“Then came Dl.ll‘ most g’rim reali-
zation. Death in the submarine was
not by drowning, but by that slow

and painful asphyxiation’in which a ‘

dozen men in a small room'clamber
for air and cannot get-lit.
the blood bursts: forth | from their
ears, eyes and nosec'and they have
no relief until the stupor that pro-
ceeds death. 'We were not even to
receive the ordinar} natural relief
that visits sailors . above the sea
when they go to their deaths under
the waves. = They mlght

caged rats.
“Finally must of us fell in a stu-

‘por only to .be arouaed a half:hour
later by the'commander and the. en-
“gineer: jerklng us to our feet and
.comma.nding us to wnka up.The gal-;
lant’ commander : had’ keptito his .
off the lct.hargy e
'-thnt. overcam. us and »had succecd-'

post, hncl rought

Our commander

In which

thave a-
chance 1o be rescued but we were |
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"HOW! SUBMAR!NES CAN' BE AVOIDED B

into unconsciousness I.saw hlm ap-
proach the engineer and ‘whisper:
“For God's  sake,’ ‘man, keep your:
- courage and keep your englna nhead
for. wé may get out;of this. Praia
$Welater leamed thatiby keaping

1ng battleship uud when we wera | ba.ttleshlp. a hundred nt us ose o*if:;m
_fawakened we.wers at our naval base’ " ll\-ea. Faréwell (75 ;i
.readyito undergo -Tepairs. [l 0s I Gl S S J. \KJ...AUILI.EISTER.
©“So'submarine warfare is not en— ol Wwash
urcly ‘wantop'as far.as the men are
concorned, ‘We, aro just: aa.llo;rs. :im




