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YINQ upon the floor;.of. the

I i B88 K.'ino County (111.) eouriI

B9 room, bunightly olad.ahd

V hH in abject fear, AfaryBdjid
IRjffi attracted the attention of

I EH a-crowd that had assemI

BH ' bled, drawn by the strango

I KH Her eyes blinked in the

BmyiUlU'iW^.il briEht of t,,e sun"

shine, n vacant expression
SOHJAS upon her face, the unfor

tunate woman presented
a remarkable appearance.

Ignoring all attempts to question her, paying

I no heed to the cfTorts of the Judge, physicians
or jury, the latter heing; summoned to Inquire

I into her mental condition, she lay all but moI
tionleas upon the pallet upon which she was

I carried Into the Courthouse. Most of the time

slio kept her hands over her eyes to shut out

.1 tn#> ffinPft 0f uie ijg|,t that streamed in through

the windows.
Seated upon chairs near her wero two other

women, also the principals in a mental inquisl
tion. Thoy were Mrs. William Bond, mother

of tho one who was lying upon the floor, while

| tlie other was Mrs. Addie Bond Edwards, the

V married daughter of Mrs. Bond and older sls

ter of Mary.

All threo women were taken Into custody

I together, forming the most extraordinary case

in the history of the Illinois courts.

Mary Bond had been found in a small closet

In an upper story of the Bond farmhouse near

j Elburn, 111. She had been In tills narrow apartI
ment for twenty-six years, according to testi|

* mony, Her only attendunts were the mother

and daughter, who had been taken into custody

with her. Tho minds of both had been stricken

as a result of the patient care of tho younger

child. It was a pathetic sequel to a quarter of

. a century of self-sacrifice.
Mary Bond was kept from the knowledge of

tho inquisitive and gossiping public by her saddened
parents and sister, and their efforts met

with greater success than many of tho wealthy

class, who strive -to keep some family secret

They probably would have been successful In

avoiding all publicity to the end but for the

unexpected climax when the mother and sister

also fell victims to the mental disorder that

had stricken the younger child.

There was but one witness when the extraordinary
case was brought before the Kane County

Court. This was John Edwards, the husband
of Addle Bond, the elder sister. His story

wa stolil In a simple, straightforward manner

that carried complete conviction, and was Us ee <
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tfiriarl in rtrUh o .or.pV.Inrr IntPTPSt hV Indue. Illfi

physicians and the throng that packed th
room. He .was asked by the judge to go bac
to the beginning and relate every detail of th

family history that was known to him in ordc
to supply a complete record, not only for hi

own court, but also for the Hospital of th

Insane, to which,the strangely constituted tri

were destined.
Edwards complied, and his remarkable tal

created 'general amazement, even among th

veteran attaches of the court. And this wa

Edwards' story:
William Bond and wife, the parents of Mar:

and Addle Bond, were natives of New Jersey

residing in Newark. The head of the famll:
was employed in a factory there for a ntimbe
of years, but found it difficult to make end

meet and supply comforts for his little family
Both the husband and wife were hard-working
God-fearing people, attending strictly to the!
own business, and seeking favors or charlt:

from no one. Their first groat affliction, nn<

which devoloped Into an almost ovcrpowerln
one, came when Mary, the youngest daughtci
«'n« u-Uh sninal meningitis when sh

was 18 months of age. There was no cure an

she became helpless.
Her condition added to the distress of th

parents. It was decided that something mus

be done to Increase the family Income* and

acting upon the advl;e of a friend, Bond am

his wife decided to emigrate to Central lllinoi

and engage In farming. Mary was becoming

greater care. Her mind was falling with he

hocjy, and tho parents found It necessary t

keep her hidden from vlev/ in order to proven

the unpleasant comment of the neighbors.
It was Impossible to keep all knowledge o

the condition of the child from the people c

tho vicinity, but they hoped that upon a farrr

remote from other families, it might be possible
Their resolve was taken and, converting thel
n«0a0aainnu into rash, the Bonds, with thel

two daughter*, Mary and Addle, started for II

llnols. They found a farm near Elburn, whic

suited them, nnd they purchased It. They man

aged to reach their new home without meetln

any people of the community, and they wer

careful to avoid all communication with thos

around' them.
The result was that the invalid daughter wa

carried into the farmhouse without any on

suspecting that she was a mental lncompeter
or that the family was deslrlous of keepln
their affairs hidden from the knowledge of thoi

about them. f
The homestead selected was a two-stoi
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TV/TARY BOND was S
D'l kept in a small «

closet in an upper story °h
of the Bond farm
house, near Elburn, lll.y £
for twenty-six years, c.«
according to the testi-monyof her brother-

*

in-law, John Edwards.
The secret of her «

condition did not get *

out until Mary[s moth- £
or Inctf hpr mind and re

V_/A J.X/VJ k> AAWk. .

Edwards found one

day that his wife, too,
had become insane

. with the worry.
^ ^ ^

structure. At the rear of the uppor story the

father constructed a closet 12 feet in length by
8 feet In width, which was so arranged as to be

completely hidden from the view of any visitor
who might possibly go to that portion of the
rosidence. This closet was without a window.
There was a door, but it was decided to remove

it from its hinges and partially cover the open-
Ing with a blanket. This permitted tho on*

trance of air, but very little light entered llie
cell-like apnrtment. It was just possible lo
see the outlines of tho interior and that >vas
all. ,
There was no bed In the closet. There iris

no foom. Instead, a narrow mattress with a

few covers, furnished the only couch that Mary
Bond knew In twenty-six years. There she lay
for more than a quarter of a century, probably
never leaving that room In all that period. Bo
far us John Edwards know, she never left It
until she was carried out of It by deputy sheriffsto the Kano County Courthouser
Thh years passed. The Bonds Ignored their

neighbors, and the latter, taking the hint. Ignoredthe Bonds. No one suspected the "living
skeleton In the closet," and, while thero wis
some gossip concerning the noncommunlcatlve
policy of the mysterious fumily, no one cared
particularly.
Five years ago, William Bond died, worn out

by a life of hard toll and worry. The burden
of managing the farm fell upon the wife ami
daughter, Addle.
They engaged a stalwart young man, John

Edwards, to work for them. He proved a willr,
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' ing employe and was faithful In all thine*. He.

proposed marriage to Addle Bond, wan accepted

1 and they became man and wlfo. Tills was s

relief to the mother and daughter, as Kdwarde
took entire charge of the farm work and left

i. simply the management of the dwelling to the
I, women folks.
r Two years after the marriage of Addle and

Edwards, they noticed a change in the mother.
r She began to becomo hysterical and nervoui.
* There came, at last, a complete breakdown. The
h long .years of constant core of the younger
. daughter, Anally, had Its effect. Mary Bond

was now 46 years of age, yst still she lived, n

6 prisoner In a farm, unknown to the world and
not knowing anything of the world. The

e mother was not violent, but queer and eccentric.
The married daughter and her husband accept,
ed the new burden with their usual stolidity,

'* and the life In the Bond family went on with m

tho same monotony, but still without fnformlnf c!
it the neighbors of what was transpiring. tl

g ; Then came another ohange. The mind of the tl

married daughter began to'be affected. The tl

burden of caring for Mary and also the mother tr

sapped the mentality of the wife of John'Ed. p

y wards, and the latter was overwhelmed with -a
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.Is now misfortune. He tvontlercil whnt the

id Would be. The work of caring for the lm-lsoheddaughter und tho two mentally dieaughtwomen, now fell upon him. He wns oa

itlent and forbearing ns had been tho parents
and sister of Mary Bond. The weeks passed

id they brought a cruel change Into tho life
John Edwards. Ills wife boenmo violent.

Differing In her mental failure from that of
io mother, she theratened lilm. The mother
as quiet and Inoffensive, as was tho daughter
the closet. Not so the elder daughter, 12dnrdshad to be constantly upon his guard.

Isatly, early In the present mouth. Addle
leed a huge butcher knife, and endeavored to
ab her husband, shrieking nt the top of her
dee. Badly, tho husband sailed tho wife und A
earmed her nnd then left tho homusteud. lie Jj
id reached the climax. u
Harnessing tho family bono, he drove to the jjf
unty sent and related his extraordinary story ||E?
the sheriff and naked that tho three ivomon be
achd' In iln asylum for tho Insane. No tlmo M
as lost In respecting his request. A lame nu- f _

mobile was obtained, anil with two deptky /^
erlffa, Edwards returned to tho homestead to yjj
route the strange commission. II
The ofllcers wore able to persuade the mother
id married daughter to enter the car and they
sro passive during the cntlro time, making no
ststance and accoptlng the word of the three

te
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i«n without -questioning. There ivaa a marked Dleti
tango In the paclflc eltuatlon, however, when the fir
te two stalwart deputlea vlalted the hidden re- priaoni
eat of the upper atory and there dlacovered even w

re younger daughter, firat disclosed to the pry- lcally
Ig eyea of atrangera after ao many yeara of wag Ir
rivacy. She waa carried out Into the hallway Hear
nd wrapped In blanketa. In the
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urbed from hor quletudo and solitude for
st time In a quarter of a century, the
>r emitted a series of ihrleks, realising,
dth her vacant mind, that something rsduntowardwas taking place, and that she
possible danger.
lng her orlet, the mother and daughter
automobile were roused from their stupor
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John Edwards now alone with the our- |
tained closet of mystery. , ;^B

nnd rnn to tho hou«o to rescue tho long-hidden ^
prisoner, Tho two uttacked tho olllceri tlorctly,
ono of tho deputies Mng severely ScratoMd v'k
nnd_bltton_hefore tho Ironslcfl w&mcn aould b»
subdued. Edwards win able to qulot thom aqa
thon tlio strange Journey to the courthouse M

tvas commenced.
Unable to sit In a olinlr, having lain for so

long upon I ho mattresi In her darkened iroonJi:
Mary Bond was deposited upon the floor. While .31
Edwards was tolling Ills narrative In court lha ,

lay without any apparent Interest In the
ceedlngs. Most of the time her arm was over

luer face, and she huddled up as If anxious to
conccnl herself. f
There" was no dissent among ths physlaltns Jl

and Jurymen who heard the testimony,, and the "vflH

extraordinary trio were at once committed to
the Klpln Hospital for the Insane. They were yf-tp
givon a coinpleto exarplnatlon by the ellenlltl
of the state Institution and every effort will he, v

made to effect an Improvement In, their meiThe
ense of Mary Bondts hopeless. Her mind

has long since been so completely affected at to
he Incurable. Thoro la a ohanca that treatment y
may effect a cure for the mother and eldqt'
daughter.

Supt. H. J. Gahngan of the Elgin hospital'Is ;

deeply Interested in the Bond pntlents and *10' ,Jj
see that thsy are given otpaclal attention. When
asked to make a statement of their caaeS. he

"While It Is very ronmrkablo at times,--It;,to tS
not unusual to find thcio various odd mfetbMk "$
of living among the Intone. While not comparingthis case, many examples of ln*anl|^V,jn^^^^H
are found among vagrants and tramps.. apghfcjaS
«ntly having drifted through lack Of'
Into the direction of lent resistance, end ore

meroly roving. Others, because of cirettii). ^Si
stances at homo, mliht llnd conditions suitable 1
nnd present an eccentric make-up jn oiiif ^
ways. The Bond patients"will receive the beit- |
of care, and, In the core of tha mother and
Cider daughter, are responding wellto>re*t-|j|^^^H
mcnt. The mother Is quite frail and spends JbBI
most of her time In bed. The older daugh'ttr'ff
Is doing quite well In s physical way. 'Tty'flSI
younger Is extremely thin and badly run doJra'iHfl
Mary Bond, the prlnclpsl In thlb"sM«l|il'l^«^^^^H

porlenoe, has never wop shoes. Becoming
Invalid when a babe, and never feeing- able to

walk, the parents found footwear useless SOdi'M
nn unnecessary axpense. As a result, In :m>M
forty-six years of existence she has never womm
shoes of any description. Her case has excited3S
wide Interest and many Inaulrlea have been
rected to Supt Oahagan la regard to her ooadJ-JS^^^^H
tlon'and chances for surviving.
She has furnished the Illinois Insane record,

the most extraordinary case and one that Pl^M
create comment and dlscilsslon among alienists '-M
for many years to come John Edwards nov'ffl
lives alone in the farmhouse near ElbtimC'
Is patiently awaiting the outcome of the trad.
mcnt of his wife. He lus .hopes that ah# will
t,« -stored to him, fully oured. if .he la dlsap«,.'|^^^^^|
pointed, he will dl«po8eo^h^pr5ert^H!Jg
kA a new homa In tin For tVeat, remove!
from the aaaocloUona of the paat',
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