The Iron Handofthe Censor

How it Moves in All the

and Blotting

The Man Most Disliked

“SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE."
*HE attack by the enemy on the
— front was directed agalnst
the — wood on the road.
The —— corps commanded by Gen,
The enemy
the wools

=—— —— the attack.
mide —— progress in
around ——."

If yon should take this for n miss.
Ing word puzzle you would not be
altogether wrong, for it7is a puzzle
becanse of the missing words, How-
ever, It 18 not the usual kind of a puz.
zle you customarily plek for soluzion,
bot {8 an example of the work of n
new kind of & purzle-maker who
owes hla existence to the necessitics
of war, His kind is the most hatodl
of all men In any of the warring nu-
tions, where practically every ong
who writes feels In somo way the
work of his Invisible honds.

He is the iron-handed war censor,
whom the people of Paris ecall “an
{ndefinable persen with 19 tentacles
and, apparently, without n single
Nead.”

1t is his duty to delete from news-
Japers, letters and telegrams and
sther forms of written communica.
tlons all news, information, opinion
and gossip which, in his Judzment,
whould be prevented from becoming
ynown even to his own countrymen
B well as to the enemlies of his coun.

®
Universally Hated.
The censor's sharp eyes, his

sharper sclssors, bluo peacll or his
brush and pot of heavy black lnk are,
in thelr way, mightler than the mod:
ern guns of the greatest callber. With
his own simple weapons the censor
kil written

that

easily can
munication

any com-

“lne of attack.” The degree of abil-
ity shown by the wnr eensor, leaving
the matter of Judgment out of the
question, 18 indicated by the number
of communieatlons lie passes and the
smount of information he deletes.

The people and the press of all the
countries at war, as well ag those of
noutral nations, Loo, are chafing un:
der the rigld censorship which has
zoen so thoroughly established.

Throughout Europe the censor-
ship i3 generally characterized as
“malevolent and stupid, and as o
means to desiroy trade of enemles
with neutrals." Thls 18 some Indlca-
tion of the mighty power wislded by
the war censors, who are described
as trying to decelve friend and foe
{nto belleving that they do not really
exist,

Bhortly after the Amerlcan army

comes within his

by the Journalists of Paris, M. Gautier, Chief French Censor.

entered Amxico in
bandlt Villa, the rizors of consorship
hegan to be felt in this country, espe
cially by the nowspapers, as o result
of Pipsident Wilson's warning ngainst
“border rimors.” In all between only
250 amd 200 wo I yross RIS
ware ullo be transmbiiod over
the mill aph each day, a1
vided onually hetween the wrilers
at the front. Mail matter, however,

parsuit  of the genlous attempts often are made to
“get by" the censor by smuggling
written messages or photographs out
of tha country, To prevaent such nt-
templts as these from becoming soc
cesaful each of the warring nations
Is required to maintain wonderfully
trganized bureavs of censors upon
Whom are imposed nn enormous tesk,

One of the most interesting things
In connection with the war Is the

Gen, CI&inov.:. Chief of the German Censors in the Poland
District, in His Workroom at Warsaw.
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How

a Piece of
Manuseript
from a
Press Corre-
spondent
Was
Edited
by the
Censor.

Gen. von Bussing,
German- Military Com.

Nations at War, Cutting

Allusions in Private Letters,
Press Correspondence and

in Printed Intelligence—
Something About the

Mer: Who Do the Rough
Work of Censoring

mander, and Careful Censor,

Out Forbidden

Showing How the Label,
"'Opened by the Censor,’
Is Used to Seal
Top of Letter.

Ereat mass of lternture—writings
wrung from the very hearts of the
writers—all systematleally arranged,
As fasl as one blg heap is disposed
of nnother takes ita place,

The whole service of these hureans
I8 under striet military control, aml
a certnln quantily of work Is Insisted
upon in each (ndividoal case, No In-
discreot revelutions are (olerable
The chlefs of depariments ands tho
administrators are all of the rank of

military offfeers, nnid  discipline s
rigldly malntained, Each lot, be It
letter, package or enpd, must Lo

stamped twlee beforn 1t s allowed
to proceed on Its way. The chiof
cengor's slenature must be attached
to everything, -

The Austrian  censors probhably
meet with a greater diversity of lan-
gunges and dialeets than any of their
brother censors, ally or enemy. For
this reason the censors' buresu in Vi
ennp has 20 different sectlons, ne-
cording to the ldiom cmployed. There
are coming In the polyzlol tongnes
of Aunstrin-lungary—Polish, Czech,
Croatlan, Hungarian, German and
others, And there go ont epistles in
even more varled langunges. For all
of them there nre readers nnd trans-
latora—for Hussian, Serbian, French,
English, Italian, Yiddish, Ttuthenian,
Houmanlan, Greek, Lettish, Esthoninn,
Livoninn, Finnlgh and Turkmenian—
n very Babel of tonzues:

The English Censor,

The Engllsh burean of censors s
divided Into two maln departments,
the cengorship of private and com-
mereial communleations, under- the
army council and the press hureau.

The cengors inspect all press mat-
ter which comes to the buremu and
because of the press of this business
have to work in day and night shifis.
By government oraer all press cable
messages o, from or through Lon-
dan are dlverted by the postollice
nnd the cable companies into the cen-
sor's offlce. Messages sent into the
bureau also Include Inland press tele

could be sent out by military post,
alfler inspeetion by the millitary cen-
Bor,

The Japanegs army In the struz-
gle apninst DItuasin was the ploneer
in the present policy of condocting
wur oi the most modern lincs of
croey, The Japanese even enrried
thelr attempts W8 keop the enemy in
thio durk so far that none of thelr
soldiers, It wus sald, wore any regi-
mental marks on their uniforms.

|

How the Censor Works.

Because of all these Iron-handed
methods of secrecy fighting the cen-
sor hasbecome one of the most thrill
Ing sporte nowadays, The censors
rednce practically all written com-
munications to mere stereotyped
phrases containing lttle if any in-
formation, as a result of which In-

operition of the censors' bureau,
which {s conducted oén about the
same plan’ by each of the warring
countries. Rgom after room, filled
with one long table after another, at
which are zeated hundreds of cen-
gora all busy reading and sorting a

A Private Letter from England as Edited by Censor.

gramsa {r they, even in the slightest
way, refer to the war.

To facilltate the passage of matler
through the hands of the censor a
tube has been put into operation be-
tween the press bureau and the cen:
tral telegraph office.

As soon as &

Envelope of a
Franked and
Censored Lotter
from a Prisoner.

Prisoners of(War.
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Censored
Postal
Card
from

Germany,

message Is filed (1t |s rushed through
the tube, censored and dispatched
back to the telegraph or cable office,
and the memorandum Instances as
hroof of the speedy work of the cen-
50r that only six minutes are taken
to make the Irlp mnd return.

The influence of the English cable
eensor s farremching, for through
his service ho pot only controls some
120 cuble and wireless statlons in
varlous parts of the world, but he
controls in the United Kingdom mes-
Sages gsent over Lhe cables of private
cable companles ms well as those
transmitted over the government
wires, It Is said that from 30,000 to
50,000 telegrams pass through the
censor's hands emch 24 hours,

Censor’'s All-Seeiing Eye.

All cables are llable to be stopped
which show clenr ovidence, either by
tha text or by the known facts, as to
the sender or mddressee, that they
relate to a tramsaction, whether In
contraband or non-contraband, to
which a resident In an enemy coun-
try is one of Lthe parties,

The cable cemsors—and there are
about 400 of them—are, with few ex-
ceptions, retired naval and milltary
offlcers, many of whom were In com-
mereinl life when the war eame,

Like the cable censorship, the pos-
tal censorship 1s deslgned to exer-
clse a supervislon over correspond.
ence, All mafls which have to be
censored aro subjected to a slight de-
lay, but harmless leiters are not
stopped, even when coming from an
euemy country or addressed to a per-
gon known to be AR enemy. A letter
in code or “secret” writing has not
much of a chamce o get by the cen-
gor, even though It {s apparent that
the mossages bave nothing to do
with the war.

Lotters coming directly from the
area of military operations are in
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moAt cases censored locally, under
orders of the fleld marshal or gon-
eral officer commanding In chief the
forces In the fleld, Those that appear
to have escaped the censor are sent
by the postoffice to the censors in
London,

A great number of amusing inci-
dents hava occurred a8 the result of
a censor's misdirected eofforts. One
notabla Instance gave evidence of a
Britiah censor's antlipathy to poetry,
08 Indicated by deletlons of lines of
Kipling, when quoted in dispatches
from the front, A newspaper corre-
spondent had the audacity to quote
the following well known lines:

The tumult and the shouting diea,

The captaina and the kings depart.

The reviseda verslon of the second
line after transmission to the censor
rend as follows: “The captains * * *
depart.” No mentlon of kings was
permitted.

Newspapers {n Paris have found a
way of folling the censor in political
matters. One of the leading papers
of the French capital was ordered to
puppress a cartoon satirizing the pro-
posed nomination of parllamentarl-
ansas“commissioners of the armies.”
The publishers simply inclosed a
proof of the cartoon to all subscrib-
ers.

Goorges Clemenceau, a Parls ed-
{tor, has adopted the same plan with
censored  editorials, inclosing them
under cover to all the deputies and
senators with letter postage.
Censoring the Kaiser,

To enforce censorshlp the printing
plant and two days' issue of a Lon-
don mewspaper recently wera seized
because the publication, it was re-
ported, was unrestralned in its de-
pouncements of members of the cabl
net, and {ta assertlons that Lord
Kitchener had resigned on account
of “manoeuvres and machinations,"

Gabriel D'Annunzio, the Itallan
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writer, composed an ode to the Br3-
blans, but the censor “shot it full of
holes,* It wad also announced thit
the ltallan censor hag held up com-
munications addressed by Pope Bene-
digt to officinls of the Catholle
chiurch (n Germany.

Even the Kaiser |s censored in
Germany, It was reported that the
German cengor cut several sentences
from the Kaiser's recent speech to
the Prussian guard, The Cologne
Gazette, commenting on this report,
nsserted the censor nlsp sclssored
out several paragraphs of another
speech made by the Emperor a few
weeks ago before permitting the of-
ficlal news agency to clrculate it. l

Goethe nlso was sald to have fal:
len under the ban of the censor, who
siruck out quotations from the great
poet. *

Richard Strauss, the composer, re-
celved from the censor a reception
similar to that accorded Mr. Kip-
ling. BSome of the orchestral parts
of his “Alps"” symphony were object.
ed to by the censor, It was broadly
hinted that the ban bad fallen upon
thobe passages that seemingly car-
ried its hearers into the Alpine fast-
nesses of the enemy’s country. It
was polnted out that Mr. Strauss, by
an oversight, disregarded the politi-
cal boundary lines In bis composi-
tlon, with the result that the or
found it his imperative duty to
all reforences to the enemy's guc
cessful seizure of certaln parts of
these well known mountaing, It was

“reported also that the censor ha
bored a strong prejudice against’
elling, 3

Men over 40 are practically i'}b‘,
agalnst enteric fever, ; i

191¢ it was 20.11 for m
for women,
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