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The ‘'Dream Plant'' as Grown in o Greenhouse Pot.

wers 10 et e StTANGE Revelations of an Investigation Conducted
by United States Government Scientists.

By Rene Bache
ufl

LONG-PUZZLING mysiary
Ailll*'lnm Mexico s now heing

worked ot by selentifie ex-
perts of the Unlted States govern
meni, with the expectation of turning
It to useful and profitably account. It
relates to the red mushroom” ol
the Aztecs, reversd by them as a
holy plant, amd to this dny euaten by
some tribies of Mexican Indians in
rellgions ceremonios,

It Is o powerful pareotic, producing
the moat funtastle visions, and I8 re-
garded by the Indions s o key
which, in the ceremonial, opens to
them all the glories of another and
better warld,

The plant grows wild, though not
plentifully, in the valley of the Itio
Grande, fn barren and even rocky
soll,  But the government experts
have recently nndertaken successfnl.
I¥ to ralse It under glasd in pots; and
the active principle, n hitherto-un-
known alkalold, has bLeen separated
from It in the forw of white, needle-
shaped crystuls,

In all likelihood this slkaloid—
wlled “anhalonin,” after the botanl

Drums Used to Stimulate the
Effect of Cactus Dreams.

*al of the
in medicine.
el of division of
chemistry bureénu ut
shingion, Is at presont condocting
preliminary experiments with it.

name

plant—will prove
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Its Virtues a3 a "Bracer.”

For one thing, the narcotic is said
to bave a wonderful potency in sub-
the unplensant afler-effects of

enee in aleohol. 1t it Hke-
ore, 10 achieve greatl popu-
as a “bracer,” when, after a
while, 1t finds it way Into the hands
of the apothecury. The rease with
which (as newly ascertained) the
plant may be cualtivated under glass
#ould suceest that the t of the
Irug derived from it ought not to
e excessive,

Indeed, It hos been found that a
Uncture made by simply chopping up
lant and allowing It to soak In
v aleohol for a couple of weeks

most servi ble remedy for
nervousness, hendache and Insomnia,
When chewed (the Indlans say) It
gptops the painful coughing of con-
eumptives.

So far as ascertained, the narcotie
does not affect in any way the (ntel-
lectuul faculties, even after long and
habitual use. Furthermore, it {8 re-
markable in having no Nemcsis, In
other words, there is no depressive
or other disagreeable after offect.

It was Mr, W. E. Safford, a botanist
of the governme plant  burean,
whose original researches identificd
the plant with the “ssered mush
room" of the Aztecs. Hut it is not
a mushroom at all. It {8 a species of
cuctus, somewhat resembling a rad
ish in shape, covered with sharp
prickles, and with a button-shaped
top—Lthe latter heing all of It that
appears ahove ground

The early Spanish missionaries in
Mexleo, finding It employed for
vislon-producing purposes in the na-
Uve relicious ceremonials, ns 1y
lisapproved of the plant. They calle
and pronounced the
2ating of it a erime not less helnous
that of eating human flesh.

#t the preésent time the buy-
1 selling of 1t is forbidden in
oma, where the Kiown Indians
(who formerly dwelt in the Rlo
Grunde valley) still use the plant in
thelr rel festivities, obtalning
It from traders. The missionaries
complaln of it, and —though none of
them, nor any agency physician, has
tested it or taken the trouble to wit-
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The governmont experis. however,
hnve recently mde a number of In-
toresiing veporiments with the plant
0 waa
el Tefor et e
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ever-chansing oolors, floated before
liim.

He swallowed o fourth hotton, and

theretgion paasc ] an tevlew n serics
of delighifnl svislone.  Wis mind, in
the mean time, romliod clear and
netlve,  Siretehed one hie hedd,  he
watehed with wimost  pleasire an
ever-chuneing panoinmn of inlinite
oty anid grandour.  To some px.
tent e was able 1o contral the vig-
long. By fixing his mind on seme-
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Strange Ecstatic Dances Performed Under the Influence of the Plant Narcotic.
fquent reaction. Bul experiments with
other persons proved, rather enrions-
I¥, that the sound of 3 monotonous

drimmming (sueh o the Indians make and variely of the v
plant In the cere- 1y understood, then,
monfal) greatly enliances the beanty nal eactus-eater ini

when they

cal L

§. It is easl
the aborigi-
ulees In this pers

Latest “Transformation”

example of Its perslstent fertility in

the modes is furnishied by thie Intest

tran
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An interesting these two costumes.
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doers bore To vomplete the change
tao n donelng garb the farthlngale s

ganzy shoulder cover- dropped from Beneath the skirt and time.

The Mystery Man, with the Aid
of a Few Cactus ‘‘Buttons,’
Can Foretell the Future.

formnnee —the group thus enepged
sittine nizht with their blankets
Ariwy 1 them, and each moan
rendy to ta fg turn with Jrum ang
rattly

The & they experience |8
sold 1o b cestalie happiness
Thelr fullacinntions are s las
them to v surernatural Is
whielt they are permlited :
throuesh ! vorinls of Parndize and

comiunicate with the zods, Some of
the oug sociotles nmone the
Mex natives look upon the eore
wondnl a5 a0 Eind of comninion, In
which the enctys s eaten as an in-
carnaticnof Delty. A popular name by
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uptdemoleelle Stege forth  like an
evenlng moth histend o1 a day but-
terfly.  The transformution js siuid
to be made within a minute's

Eat Transformed, Drapery Removed and Farthingale Dropped.

Types of Some of the Sacred
Mushrooms.
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Fhe  pnt Believedd 1o possess
not oy mediclnal valius, for the cure
of muns dmeag-n, Ly ) Lo sustaln
the ol dinst fatlea e whe
€nls 0t it is clafmed, fools neither
hun nor th it it zives him
con * o fght, cand protects him
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Anaiyeia of Wild "“Dream-Plane."

Incldentally to the rocesgs of Mram.

Ing” the wilg reansplant herp de-
soerthed, with a view to rendering it
ugeful to mankind,

the government
sibjected #t lo @
thorough analysis. Dy Kebler ob-
tained (rom it, Ly maceration In aleo-
hol, a brown sirupy laquid which, on
belng ta%en to pleces by liboratory
methods, yvielded nat only “snhalo-
nin"—the aciive principle  already
mentionisd, which took the form of
brillinnt white, needle-shaped crys-
tals—but also another alkalold, very
polsonous,

The possible hmportance of this
newly-discovered alkaloid, “anhnle-
nin," is not to be lightly underrated.
One should remember that two of
the most valuille of known medicin-
al snbatances, quinine and cocalne,
were made known to modern efviliza.
tion through & previous acquaintance
with them hy Indians who had ascer-
tained the usefulness of cocn leaves
and cinchona bark—the latter as g
remedy for malaria,

experts  hnwve




