
THE GRAND JURY FILES ITS FINAL REPORT.
An Interesting Docu-

ment Submitted to
Judge Hebbard.

MANYABUSES CRITICIZED

The Greater Number of Mu-
nicipal Offices Roundly

Scored.

DIVES AND SOCIAL EVILS.

Engineer Holmes and the County

Clerk Object—Juryman
Mayer Talks.

The Grand Jury made its final report to
Judge J. C. B.Hebbard at 3 o'clock yester-
day afternoon. The document is an ex-
haustive review of municipal affairs, and
embraces every office and department in
the City, praising a few, but severely
censuring the majority.

Judge Hebbard thanked the jury for its
faithful work, dwelling -at length on the
long session and consequent neglect of
business and home associations. The jury
was then dismissed, and at the same time
excused from jury duty of any kind for a
period of twelve months.

The report presented to Jndge Hebbard
was not unanimous, though it was practi-
cally so. Juryman H.Mayer did not like
certain features in it, and at the last
moment refused to affixhis signature. The
leport, as filed withJudge Hebbard yester-
day, is substantially as follows:

1a« Francisco, June 12, 1895.
Honorable J. C. B. Hehbard, Acting Presiding

Judge of the Superior Court of the City and
County of San Francisco:
Sib: The members of the Grand Jury, im-

paneled by you December 14, 1894, respect-
fullysubmit the following report*

Election Frauds.

The first two months of the life of this jury
were taken up in the consideration of the
frauds at the election last fall. Primarily, thecause of all the trouble has been in the charac-ter of the officers chosen, and for that the
Board of Election Commissioners are to blame.
Instead of commencing the work early in the
year, and taking time to get honest and capa-
ble citizens, the work of selection had been de-layed until the two months prior to the elec-tion, and then the lists of the County Commit-
tee and of a Registrar, who In the past had
been appointed because his principal qualifi-
cation had been to Juggle with the election re-
turns, were taken as the official lists.

The Mayor made an effort to have officerswi;hproper qualifications appointed, but Reg-
istrar Evans defied the power of the Election
Commissioners aud appointed the men on the
list furnished by the politicalboraes.

The returns were juggled with and kept
back Ina manner which was very suspicious
to say the least ;but the boldest "attempt was
made when the Registrar refused to forward
the certified returns of the Governor's vote toSacramento; and he did not recede from his
position until investigated by Mayor Ellert
and a committee from the Grand Jury. Itis tobe hoped that the Non-Partisan Election Com-
mission which is to be appointed byMayor
Rutro in July will deal with the question of
election officers ina business-like manner, and
Appoint as members of the various electionboards the substantial citizens and taxpayers
instead of the pothouse politicians and primary
election ballot-box stutters.
Ifthe Judges of the Superior Conrt would co-operate with the Ejection Commissioners, and

hold forth as an inducement for honest and
capable men to serve on an election board ex-
emption from jarr duty for the subsequent
year, competent boards could be got to serve,
knd the expense* of the City would be mate-
riallydecreased, because competent and relia-
ble men, who would remain sober, could do
tho -work in about half the time.

Duringthe examination ofthis body Intothe
frauds in the different precincts, the officers,
in a majority of the cases, were found to be
lamentably ignorant, and did not seem, in
verymany instances, to be alive to the duties
of their positions.

They worked in two shifts, and both were
positive that the frauds were not perpetrated
during the time they were on duty. With
twelve men doing duty as election officers,
each swearing that he had no knowledge of
the frauds, and unable even to surmise how it
had been done, the difficulty under which this
body labored must be apparent.

However, inseveral instances, we succeeded
in obtaining evidences of fraud, the most
notable one being the Fourth Precinct of the
Twenty-eighth Assembly District. There we
had the fact that the recount In the vote for
County Clerk showed that eighty-seven votes
had been stolen from one candidate and given
to another; and, further, that persons directly
interested in the successful candidate for
County Clerk, and not members of the election
board, had hustled the regularly appointed
election officers out ofthe booth and had taken
their places and counted the votes.

Indictments were returned, and the Grand
Jury had performed its duty.

The presiding Judge of the Superior Court as-
signed the cases of the two most directly in-
terested Inthe frauds, one of whom had been
rewarded by a depntvship intheCounty Clerk'soffice, to Judge Bahr«, who had just been
elected to the bench, and who, being a party to
the election, shonld not have tried election-
fraud cares. Ademurrer to the indictment wassustained, and the doctrine was judicially put
forth that a person not a regularly sworn officer
ofelection could perpetrate almost any fraud
and he could not be punished. Feeling that
this was a most flagrant case of law -breaking,
and that itviolated one of the fundamentalTinnciplesof our Government, the juryreturned
another indictment, and it was assigned to an-
other department. What the influence was
which caused Juace Belcher to dismiss it with-
out hearing any of the evidence cannot be dis-covered, but it would certainly appear, by the
continuance? which are granted in election-
fraud cases, that some great power Is at work

—
a power which se^ms tobe effective enough to
almost paralyze the courts.

Another bfauch of election frauds in which
this body took considerable Interest was the
ch'-cs of hotel stuffing, in which Bteinberger, a
deputy registrar, took a promir.cnt part. He
was indicted with his accomplice Cohen, and
their cases were assigned to Judge Wallace's
department. There political pull or outside
in'^rference did not seem to work, the Indict-
ments were held to be good, aud the'persons
charged were found guilty. Several attempts
were made toobtain a confession from Stein-
berger, and two or three times, through the ef-
forts ofhis friends, he was on the point of tell-
ing how and at whose instigation the frauds
were perpetrated; but at the last moment, on
h rromise of relief to come from the Supreme
Court, and that he would be admitted to bail
and the cases would be allowed to drag until
they had been forgotten, he refused to make
the confession. Singular to relate, about two
weeks ago certificates of probable cause were
granted Doth men by the Supreme Court, and
application for bail was made to Judge Wal-
lace. A representative of the District Attor-
ney's office appeared willing;to allow Cohen,
the accomplice of Steinberger, to be admitted
to bail inthe Eum of $10,000, and the applica-
tion was taken under consideration by Judge
Wallace. The matter was brought to the at-
tention of the Grand Jury, and this body re-
quested Mr.Barnes to resist the application to
admit to bail.

The knowledge of Steinberger as to what the
Supreme Court's action would be might be
only a coincidence, but itis one which appears
to be rather singular. It is a fact which has
come to the notice of this jury that a person
who had been convicted of a crime in1888
v-rs released on a writ ofprobable cause issued
by the Supreme Court, and he is still under
bonds. His case has neither been dismissed
nor retried. With this care inmind itcan be
readily understood how the cases of Stein-
berger and Cohen, once they were admitted to
bail, mightbe allowed to run onfor years.

Ofcourse, such people are only the tools of
crafty masters, who manipulate elections and
thwart the willof the people, but they do their
work bo carefully and seemingly have such
great influence in the courts that itis an im-possibility to catch them. Their tools know or
are evidently satisfied with the representationsof such influence, for they would rather suffer
the dißgrace of an Indictment than giveaway
any of their superiors.

We had much to satisfy us that the bossesvisited various booths indifferent parts of theCity after the polls had closed, but we were
unable to obtain sufficient evidence on which
to base an indictment. It also seems a pity
that the dupes of such men should Buffer for
their sins while their masters are at liberty,
but it is only by making such work costly thai
itcan be prevented.

The report relating to the City and

County Hospital has already been pub-
lished inthe Call.

I'olice Department.
We have had several charges made against

the police authorities and have carefully in-vestigated all accusations made by the minis-ters and by the press, and, while there appearsto be much to condemn In the conduct ofpolice affairs, we could not secure any evi-dence against anybody which would be suffi-
cient on which to base an indictment or tofasten the wrongdoing upon any particular
member of the department.

For a while itappeared as if the .Legislature
would take some action tending toward a pub-
licinvestigation, and while the agitation look-ing to that end was inprogress this body tookno action which would in any way interferewith the efforts of the CivicFederation to at-
tain that object. When the possibility of leg-
islative action fell through this body again
took up the work and invited the CivicFedera-tion, who managed the legislative fight, to pre-
sent their facts to the Grand Jury. The presi-dent, Mr.I.J. Truman, stated that they hadnothing which they could support by legal evi-dence, and would need a Lexow investigation
which would permit of searching Inquiry.
He expressed the greatest confidence in thehonesty of Chief Crowley, but declared that he
had many men under him and inhis confi-
dence who could bear watching. The confi-
dence expressed by the presideut of the Civic
federation in the Chief of Police appears tobe
entertained generally bycitizens of the County.

The recommendation is also made that
captains and sergeapts over 60 be retired
and that the detective force be reorgan-
ized.

Police Courts.
During the session of this body many com-plaints were made about the maladministra-

tion of justice inthe department of the Police
Court presided over by Judge Campbell.

Persons charged with crime who were also
possessed of a Tittle politicalpullwere able toget continuance after continuance, until the
prosecution lost all patience and abandoned
their cases, or in their desperation appealed
forrelief to the Grand Jury. Week after weekcomplaints were made to the juryabout theactions in this department, and finallya most
flagrant case caused Judge Campbell to be
summoned. Itappeared that a woman known
as Katie Cooper or Fletcher, a half-interestswindler, whose husband was released on a
straw bond by Judge Bahrs, appeared with
bondsmen before Judge Campbell.

An old man named Twiggs, who owned apiece of property on Bernal Heights, qualified
as one of the sureties in the sum of$1500 ;two
others who are unknown to fame, or to the Po-
lice Judge and attorney who got them on thebond, qualified ina like amount. Twiggs had
been released from the City Prison also on a
bond by Campbell to go on the Fletcher bond,
and after he had served his pilrpose was sent
back there, and a few days later to the County
Jail for six months on a charge of battery.
The Fletcher woman immediately left the City.
Judge Campbell had no explanation toofi'er
other than that he bad been imposed upon.
Having no proof to the contrary the jury was
forced to accept the explanation. Scarcely a
week had passed when another notorious
swindler was permitted to leave the State by
Judge Campbell, under circumstances whichwere thought to be suspicious.

Some three months, ago a gentleman from
Mexico came to this City in quest of medical
attention. At the train he was met by one
Frank Pierce, a notorious bunko-steerer and
confidence man, who treated the sick manvery kindlyand escorted him to his hotel. By
the tricks which bunko-steerers employ
Pierce got $1100 of the visitor's money and
was arrested by the police and his case as-
signed to Judge Low's department. On an
effortbeing made to have Pierce released on
straw bonds, Judge Lowhad Detective Graham
notify the other judges of the police courts
ofthe attempt made to release Pierce on straw
bonds. The detective also explained that Piercewas anotorious bunko-steerer, and detailed the
facts inconnection withhis crime. With the
others Judge Campbell was notified, and heagreed to refer all parties coming to him toJudge Low.

Despite the warning and his promise, thatsame evening, in the saloon of his bailiff,
Judge Campbell accepted worthless suretieson a bond, and Pierce made haste to leave the
State. When Judge Campbell appeared before
the jury to answer thischarge he again pleaded
ignorance, and finally made the statement that
|he could not see why such a iuss was being
made over such a little matter; that, if an
American went toMexico,he would be bunkoedworse.

An accusation statiug the facts, and askin"
that Judge Campbell be removed from office.ivas presented to Presiding Judge Sander-son of the Superior Court. A trial was had,
find, despite the facts as stated above, Judge
Campbell was exonerated ana" publicly com-
mended for having taken so much trouble asto go to his bailiff's saloon at night to accept a
worthless bond. Such action on the uart of
the sworn officers of the law willnullifythe
good work of any body of citizens banded to-
gether to Induce people of means to visit this
City either for pleasure or Investment. How
such actions can ba commended is a mystery,
and itis by such that Judges and courts are
brought into contempt by the people.

We would recommend that the police author-
ities detail officers to examine into the qualifi-
cations of sureties on bonds, so that worthless
characters cannot ply they- trade any longer
Itis a pleasure to say that we found JudgesConlan, Low and Joachimsen attentive toduty,
and that not a single appeal was taken from
their courts to the Grand Jury.

The Ferry Foundation.
The investigation of the charges preferred

regarding the work being performed by the
contractors on the ferry foundations consumed
a great deal of our time, and revealed the fact
that the contractors have not livedup to the
conditions and specifications under which the
contracts were let; that the Board of Harbor
Commissioners— Messrs. Bassett. Cole and Al-
exander—did not use judgment Inthe prepa-
ration of these plans, particularly inallowing
too much power inthe hands of" the chief en-
gineer, nor have the officials whose duty itwas
to inspect this work attended properly to their
duties.

Undoubtedly, through the lack of observ-
ance of the specifications, the people of this
State have been put to a great and unneces-
sary expense. While a scientific test shows
that the foundations were strong enough to
support the building's as contemplated, there
is no reason fordoubting what has been clearly
proven, viz.:that the rock as used (gray rock
trom Telegraph Hill),the manner of its de-
livery 'not washed or cleaned), and the war it
was mixed, have not been in accordance with
the specifications.

The fact that rock not comingup to the speci-
fications and accepted by the chief engineer
was obtained from a quarry owned by him is
certainly worthy ofcomment.

The investigation disclosed that when the
contractors, Harbor Commissioners, architect
or engineer were asked as to who should be
responsible for the work as performed, itin-
variably was placed upon the engineer. We
think the Board of Harbor Commissioners
should pass upon or reject any part of this
work, and their official authority certainly
gives them this right.

We found that about the only work per-
formed by the architect, A.Page Brown,after
be turned the plans and specifications over to
the Board of Harbor Commissioners was to put
Ina bill,which was paid by the board. Accord-
ing to his sworn testimony he rarely visited"
the work, and, like all the others, shifted all
the responsibility on to the chief engineer.

The fact that the material and mixing,to-
gether with the balance of the work as now be-
ingperformed, has greatly improved since this
Grand Jury commenced to look into it has
shown the advantage of our investigations.

That such an investigation was needed, and
that itwas distasteful tosome of the parties in-
terested, is shown by the bitter attacks through
the newspapers on some of the people who were
directly interested in setting facts for this in-
vestigation. Perhaps the most bitter of these
attacks was directed against C. J.Stilwcll, who
faithfullyperformed his duties under instruc-
tions from this body, and who was in no way
connected with the investigation except as a
paid officer.

We desire to tha.nk the chief executive, Gov-
ernor J. H.Budd, for liis kind interest and as-
sistance in tnis investigation, and willclose
this report suggesting that particular attention
be given the ferry foundations and contem-
plated buildingsby the officials incharge,

lire Department.
Iti«a pleasure ior this body to be able to

state that, during the many meetings held to
investigate election frauds, not a single men-
tion of the members of the Fire Department
meddling in politics has been heard. This
state of affairs is highly creditable to Chief
Sullivan and his staff, and one which should
be very satisfactory to the citizens of this City.

Dnder the efficient management of Chief Sul-
livan the department has steadily improved
untilnow it willcompare favorably with that
of any cityinthe Union.

Kire losses have been reduced steadily dur-
ing the past three years, each year showing a
decrease from the preceding one: $1,098,-
--156 97 in 1892, $967,339 40 in 1893, and
$840,373 94 in 1894.

We believe that itisowinginpart to the effi-
ciency of the department and the consequent
lessening of risks and losses that the people of
this Cityhave been able to get such reduced
insurance rates during the past few months.

Among the many reforms inaugurated by
the present management that of standpipes on
allUrge buildings is one that should bestrictly
enforced and the Board of Supervisors should
be very careful to thoroughly investigate be-
fore they grant permission to leave them off a
building. By them a connection can be made
immediately on the arrival of the department
instead of wasting fifteen or twenty minutes in
hauling 150 feet of hoso to the top of a build-
ing. The value of the standpipe was demon-

strated at the firein the Baldwin Hotel a few
days ago and no bigbuilding should be with-
out it.

Hives and Social Evils.
Indealing with the social evil it has been

the aim of this body to impress upon the police
authorities the necessity of compelling the
women of the town who occupy the cribs along
Morton and Dupont streets and the alleys ad-
jacent thereto to remove to other and more
secluded neighborhoods. The district com-
plained of is surrounded by churches and
schools and isin the heart of the retail district,
where the mothers of the city are forced to go
to do their shopping. When accompanied by
their children the sights they witness and the
souuds they are compelled to hear are both
shocking and embarrassing. Inthis connec-
tion we have suggested to the police that there
are many abandoned residence districts where
the women of the half world mightbe com-
pelled to take up their abode and where their
presence Mould not be demoralizing to the
youthof both sexes.

When we commenced our investigation we
found next the Commercial High School, on
the corner of Bush and Stockton streets, two
houses

—
one an assignation-house of the lowest

character, whose proprietress boasted of the
opportunities offered her by being so close to a
school which had for its pupil*girlsfrom 15
to IS years of age; the other a house of the
ordinary character, which had been there for
twenty-five years. The proprietors of both
places boasted of their pull,but after a strug-
gle which lasted some six weeks Sergeant Gil-
len secured the necessary evidence and ar-
rested the proprietor of the LittleCasino, and
the house was abandoned. Chief Crowley
notified the proprietress of the other house to
vacate, and she did so. Censure is due the po-
lice for having permitted these places.

We believe that similar action on the part of
the police would have a beneficial effect. The
greatest obstacle inthe wayof regulating these
women comes from the property-owner who
rents his house to these people. The rents
they have to pay is simplyenormous, one piece
on Morton street 20x60 bringing its owner
$270 per month. These people, many of them
of standing inthe community, bring all the
pressure and influence at their command to
bear on tbe police authorities to exempt their
places. Itwas for the purpose ofbringing this
matter to the attention of the people that this

body filed presentments against the owners of
much oi this property. They at once secured
able attorneys and took the cases to the Su-
preme Court to test the right of the Grand
Jury to take such action. We also found,
through the efforts of the Civic Federation,
that disgusting exhibitions were being nightly
given by abandoned women which made San
Francisco notorious wherever tourists, met
Presentments were also filed against these
women, and they also appealed to the Supreme
Court forrelief.

We cannot too forcibly condemn the side-
entrance saloons. They are a menace to the
prosperity of the city. Young women are in-
duced to visit them, and many a girl who
would have been an ornament to society has
been ruined through them. Respectable mer-
chants and saloon-keepers should co-operate
withgood citizens generally for the purpose oi
suppressing these dens of iniquity.
Gambling, Opium-Dens ami Lotteries.

Strict attention has been paid to all reports
that have reached the Grand Jury regarding
gambling, lotteries and opium dens. The
hearty co-operation of the beads of the Police
Department has Deen had ;still this body be-
lieves that gambling is going on under the
eyes of some of the police officials. Many
places have been closed, and other places
that are suspected but of which no evidence
could be gotten that would have secured con-
viction have been listed for the benefit oi the
nextGrand Jury.

There are many forms of gambling that do
not seem to be a crime, and itis these games of
chance that cause the public to think gam-
bling is unrestricted. The action of Wells,
Fargo <fc Co.inco-operating with the PostolHce
Department inrefusing to carry lottery tickets
or transact business with lotteries is highly
commendable. Tliis has, to some extent, ham-
pered the lottery companies, but the evilstill
exists and perhaps always will. If the banks
and collection exchanges would joinwith the
Government in this matter the results would
be ofgreat public benefit.

The tact that newspapers continue to pub-
lish notices of lotteries isa cryingshame, but
we are advised that it is not within the
province of the Grand Jury to indict,as the
law isnot made to cover more than a misde-
meanor in these cases.

This jurydesires to express to the people of
the City the commendat»le course or such of
the dailies as have now reiused to advertise the
drawings of the various lottery companies. It
is to be hoped thet other proprietors will,in
justice to themselves and to the public, follow
this good example, which willgo well in the
line of progress this State isnow making.

The recommendation of the Grand Jury is
Ihat the Legislature make the sale of lottery
tickets and advertising and aiding the lottery
business a felony, instead of a misdemeanor,
and the verdict of the majority of a trial jury
sufficient for conviction. Meanwhile the faith-
fuladministration of the law, the frequency of
prosecution and the severity of punishment by
imprisonment as well as fines inevery case of
conviction under the present statute?, would
have a healthier effect inrestricting the spread,
ifnot entirely suppressing this great evil.

Street Department.
This Grand Jury recommends that the Board

of Supervisors lease or acquire suitable pieces
of property for public toilet uses, and the Su-
perintendent of Streets agrees to see toItthatduring his term of office all such places are
properly kept without any additional expense
to the City. We have no doubt that Mr. Ash-
worth is desirous of giving the Citygood and
honest service; but nevertheless we find that,
inspite of Ms good intentions, some of his as-
sistants anY deputies are notso carefully se-
lected as they might be, and unlesn Mr.
Ashworth oversees them more closely, and the
work on which they report, crooked and dis-
honest work in the Btreet Department is
bound to creep in. For samples of such work,
and in proof of our statements, we refer
to a block that is being concreted on Army
street, crossing Mission. This concrete is a
mere shell, and does not come up to the speci-
fications. It can be dugup with a stick with-
out effort. The cesspool openings should be
five feet and sixInches deep, and they are only
five feet and three inches deep. And yet this
piece of work was reported by the deputy as
coming up to the specifications inevery detail.
This work should not be accepted.

On Elwood street, off O'Farrell, one short
block of bituminous pavement was accepted
onFebiuary2s by James A. Dobbie. The in-
vestigation showed that in one place, in the
middle of the street, the bituminous rock was
one inch thick, inthe second place one and a
half inches thick. The investigation made in
the gutter showed that the bituminous rock
was two and a quarter inches thick. Thespecifications called tor two and a half inches
allover. The bituminous rock was laid by A
J.Raisc.h. The price was 22 cents per foot. Iti
this case it is evident that Deputy James A.
Dobbie cannot and should not be relied on by
the Superintendent ofStreets.

Other places visited by your committee,
though they do noteome up to the contract
and specifications, yet are fairly well done,
hence we omit details. The property-owners
are to blame inmost cases where such jobs are
rushed through, as they do not seem to take
any interest in what is going on, and allow
these frauds tobe carried out without protest
to the proper officials.

We wouldalso suggest to the Park Commis-
sioners that additional places for toilet pur-
poses be sent apart in Golden Gate Park and
more drinking fountains be erected.

School Department.

Having made a close scrutiny of contracts

and the actual supplies furnished to the de-
partment for the various schools, itbecame ap-
parent that the contract list did not contain
more than 25 per cent of actual supplies used
inand about the School Department.

We found that many articles contracted for
were not used, and wesuggest that a complete,
accurate and fulllist of all articles and sup-
plies needed for the department be complied
from the stock ledger, which is kept inthe de-
partment storerooms, from which the qualities
and actual quantities of all supplies can be
readily and easily ascertained, and submitted
to the bidding of six or more contractors.

We are decidedly opposed to the idea and
practice of having a permanent architect in
the employ of the Board of Education.
It would be far better to have the designs

and draughts of various architects submitted
to the board, thus insuring a greater variety
of ideas and architectural beauty to select
from, and far better designed publicschools.
Most of the present buildingsare monstrosities
and illyconstructed, not adapted to the pres-
ent wants of the department, and, being old
and worn out, are exceedingly expensive to
keep inrepair.

No fees, commissions or percentage should be
allowed or paid to the architect forhis services
inthe matter of painting, as the chairman of
Buildingsand Grounds Committee is supposed
to attend to such matters; nor should the
architect be allowed any percentage on ma-
terials used inrepairs. This has been the usual
custom heretofore.
In investigating the telephone bills, we

learned that various chairmen were supplied
with telephones, not only in their places of
business, but also in their dwellings, the City
paying the bills.

No telephone should be placed at the City's
expense m the oliice or dwelling of any mem-
ber or clerk connected with the Board of Edu-
cation. Telephones are a necessity inthe sec-
retary's office and at the storeroom, and all
others used elsewhere are mere luxuries. This
would do away with heavy and excessive bills
forlocal and territorial switching.

The rapid safety filters are too costly and
that company should make a rebate on the
twenty filters during the vacations, when they
are not inuse.

We found that many small jobs that snould
have been done by the department employes
had been executed by outside firms, and, in-

stead of furnishing materials at the lowest
possible market rates, the charges were all
excessive.

We believe the rental of gas regulators is too
high.

In our investigation of school repairs -we
found that a majority of repair bills were
under the $200 limit,and also that two or
more bills were rendered for the same work,
each describing a section ofsuch work.

This we were informed was purposely done
to avoid the cost ot advertising forbids, as the
rules of the board require, but possibly the
Buildings and Grounds Committee could
better explain this method of breaking the
rules.

A very important item of cost, and one that
seems to be unfathomable, has been the coal
supply.

No one can positively state how much coal
has been received at any particular time on
account of its not being weighed at its recep-
tion by either the principal or janitor, they
merely receiving a duplicate tag upon which
the weight is written. We suggest that some
one be assigned to the duty of weighing the
coal.

Board of Supervisors.
We have not had much time to devote to the

Board of Supervisors, but have carefully inves-
tigated all charge made against that body.
The same charges of corruption and malfeas-
ance in office which have been numerous for
years were made, but we could get no definite
information, nor were we able toget corrobor-
ative witnesses. We heard through Super-
visors Demond and .Spreckels that transactions
having a peculiar appearance had gone through
the board, and also that Behrend Joost, who
was seeking a franchise for an extension of the
San Francisco and San Mateo Railroad, had
been referred, through Supervisor Morgen-
stern, to his attorney, John H.Dickinson, who
was also the attorney for other members of the
board. Mr. Jooat repeated the statement to
this body.

Joost further stated that he had all of that
kind of experience he wanted and refused to
see Dickinson. Supervisor Morgenstern cor-
roborated Mr.Joost' s statement, but said that
he and Joost had been friends for twenty years
and when he found him in trouble he recom-
mended him to go to Dickinson, as the latter
had done valuable services for him inshowing
him how to file his bond and other things
which are necessary tor a Supervisor to know.
He frankly told the Jury about the solid eight
as it was firstorganized on party lines by Mr.Spreckels and afterward for the "spoils of office,
such as patronage, by a combination ofRepub-
licans and Democrats. He vehemently declared
that ihe solid eight, as at present constituted,
was a combination solely lor the proper andequitable disposition of the patronage con-
nected withthe office of Supervisor.

We had charges from Mayor Hutro ajruinst
the Lake Merced property of the Spring Valley
Water Company. He charged that the water-
shed leading to the lake was ina filthycondi-tion, and that it was dangerous to life to have
the citizens drinking that water, and he asked
that the lake be condemned. A majority of
this body visited the locality,accompanied by
the expert of the Mayor and Engineer Schus-
sler of the Spring Valley Water t'ompany. We
found that the surrounding territory con-
tained a number of ranches whichdrained into
the lake and polluted the water. Mr.Schussler
said he had a remedy for that, and that was to
build a bulkhead across the natural drain
at the head of the lake, and then by meansof a tunnel to the ocean carry off all
the drainage of the watershed, He said
that enough water could be obtained fromsprings inthe lake and by artesian wells to
furnish a water supply to the City for threemonths in case all other supplies were shut
off. Realizing that such a body of freshwaterso close to the City was of inestimable value
this body was loath to condemn it, and the
president of the company was summoned be-
tore the jury to make a definite statement
about the intention of the company. He
stated that no water had been pumped fromthe lake since January, and agreed not to useany until the improvements spoken of weremade, and also to give a written guarantee
that the work would be done. The following
guarantee was given, and we are pleased to
bay that the work isat present being pushed
night and day:

At a regular meeting of the tiusteesol theSpring Valley Water Works, held at the officeof the company on the 25th day of April,1895on motion of Mr. Bigelow, seconded by Mr*
Beaver, it was

Resolved, That the plans of our engineer for
works to protect Lake Merced from pollution
embracing a tunnel from the southerly lake to'the ocean, and amasonry conduit from Colma
Creek to said tunnel, be accepted, and that thecompany proceed at once to acquire the right
of way and build the same.

W. H.Qagan Esq., Foreman of the Grand Jury
San iYancUco, CaU— .Dkab Sib: According topromise Ihave had an analysis made of the waterin the upper lake and the lower lake in Golden
tiate Park. The result as given by Thomas Price
&Son you willfind Intheir inclosed report, whichIshould like to have returned to me after inspec-
tion by the Grand Jury. It appears therefromthat the water is not absolutely bad, but, as hesays, may become so. Respectfully yours,

Adolph Suxbo.
County Clerk.

We find the number of deputies and clerksemployed in the office of the County Clerk to
be sixty-s-even, anumber which we believe can
and should be reduced without detriment to
the efficiency of the office.

The expense of carrying on the office of the
incumbent for the first livemonths of his term
has been $44,68b" 85,or an average of $8937 37 >

per month, as against $32,876 50 for the same
time, or $6575 30 per month, of his predeces-
sor. The County Clerk's attention was called
to this great excess oi expense as compared
with that of his predecessor. His reply was
that the workin the office when he took charge
was at least six months inarrears, and it was
absolutely necessary to increase the force of
clerks to catch up withthe work, which his
predecessor denies.

We are informed that ithas been the custom
ofCounty Clerks to commence some six months
before the expiration of their terms ofoffice to
electioneer and logroll for renomination, and
numbers of the deputies are permitted to
absent themselves from their duties during
office hours to assist the chief inhis ambition.
Who can wonder at the large amount of work
left unfinished at the end of each term?

Relating to the great increase of expense in
this office, itis well known that the platform
issued and adopted by the convention that
nominated the incumbent demanded that
the County Clerk should conduct his office
on $6000 per month. The County Clerk de-
nies having indorsed the platform, or made
any pledge to the convention toconduct his
office upon any specified amount, but did
pledge himself to conduct the office as
economically as he could.

Several men have been rewarded with posi-
tions inthis office who acted as clerks or in-
spectors at the last election inthe precincts
where the grossest frauds were committed, and
inthe interest of the County Clerk. Comment
isunnecessary.

Sheriff's Office.
The Sheriff is still complaining of the oper-

ation of the fee bill,and refuses to act under it.
Thisbill was designed to bring to the public

treasury fees that had been the illegitimate
and corrupting spoils of office. It is some-
what distasteful to those inconvenienced by it
or who think they suffer pecuniary loss
through its enactment. Like ail new laws, no
doubt, with the light of experience, itcould
be amended ;but the officers affected thereby,
instead of seeking to have the law amended,
lent all their energies ivthe last Legislature to

have itrepealed, with the sole view of having
the old system of spoils restored.

This body has instructed the Cityand County
Attorney to take immediate action to test the
legality of this law, and the matter is now be-
fore the Supreme Court.

The Sheriff also mourns the loss occasioned
his office by the action of the Legislature in
taking away the handling of cases in bank-
ruptcy, where the fees so often absorbed allof
the assets of the insolvent, leaving nothing for
the unfortunate creditors. Still we think this
officer will finish his term without personal
loss.

The County Jails in the care of the Sheriff
are inas good condition as could be expected.

Number 1, the jail on Broadway, was
found very clean and neat, and the commis-
sary department appeared to be conducted ina
businesslike manner.

Number 2, or the former House of Correc-
tion, needs more care as well as more paint and
whitewash to giveita neat appearance. The
grounds are wellcared for and are a credit to
those incharge.

Number 3, or what was the Industrial
School for Boys, isnow used for women only.
Plumbing repairs are needed immediately.

The roof of this building has been on fire
twice, and but for the assistance lent the of-
ficers by the inmates it would probably have
been a total loss. The roof should be covered
with tin as a protection aganst fire. The in-
closed grounds are well arranged and present*
verycreditable appearance.

. District Attorney.
We have made a thorough examination of

the District Attorney's office,and take pleasure
instating that we have always found the Dis-
trict Attorney and his assistants diligentlyat
work, We commend them for the able manner
in which they perform their official duties, and
we rind the business of the office generally well
conducted. However, webelieve that old sys-
tems :are too strictly adhered to, and that the
bookkeeping could be improved upon, inorder
to obtain a better classification of outstanding
cases and make researches easier. We have the
promise that such changes willbe made. We
find also that there are more than 300 cases
(mostly legacies from previous regimes) filed
prior to June 30, 1894. stillpending.

Your committee believes this number to be
excessive. Upon examination it is convinced
that a groat many of these cases could and
should be closed, and would recommend that
the District Attorney take immediate steps to
clear his books of all cases filed prior to June
30, 1894, that can be finallydisposed of, to be-
ginproceedings tohave all such cases termin-
ated by regular process of law, and that all
cases having no standing in court be legally
and lawfullyclosed, and so indicated in the
records of the office.

We also find that in cases of "fugitives from
justice" by reason of "ball-jumping"the ollice
has no jurisdiction on the forfeiting«nd collec-
tion of the bail, a special counsel having been
appointed to enforce such forfeitures and col-
lections. .Inmany criminal cases the amount
of bail is very high,and itwould be absolutely
necessary that said counsel report to the .Dis-
trict Attorney the result of his work,and that
a record of such be kept inthe office.

</:<\u25a0>-, City and County Attorney.
\u25a0 We found this officeina good condition, and
that the records ofmany suits were being thor-
oughly investigated and the testimony of wit-
nesses carefully segregated and compiled.

Superior Courts. .
Complaint was made that disbarred attorneys

were making a specialty of divorce proceed-
ings, and that they seemed to have a monopoly
of the business of one court. We found that
Judge Troutt heard \u25a0 271 divorce cases during
last year, which was an average of about one a
day. ;•;Many of them '. were cases in which the
defendant was not represented, and were heard
in the privacy of the Judge's chambers, the
only persons present being the Judge, the per-
son •interested in obtaining the divorce, and
the attorney, so called, who was to profit finan-
cially by the divorce being granted. The law
requires all cases to he heard inopen court and
in the presence of the clerk and bailiff. Judge
Troutt informed the jury that he no doubt had
been a littletoo lenient, but that he would do
better hereafter.

-
; .

We would suggest that the Probate Depart-
ment follow the example of Judge Coffer and
require allguardians of estates todeposit all
moneys coming into their possession in a re-
sponsible bank, only to be withdrawn by order
of court. Ifthat had been the rule inDepart-
ment 10 itwould have been impossible for ex-
District Attorney J. D. Page to have looted the
estate of his insane ward, Louis Lichtnecker. '-

The Auditor.
We believe the Auditor, William Broderick,

a capable and painstaking officer.,To him is
due the credit of taking the City;out of the
difficultyithad with the contractors recently,
and, ifthe Finance committee of the Board of
Supervisors would' pay more attention to his
recommendations in arranging for the tax
levy such difficulties could be easily avoided
in the future.

License Collector.
. We have examined minutely the affairs of
the License Collector's office and find every-
thingkept inan orderly :and careful manner.
Our expert ;has examined the books of the
office and reports favorably on them.

We recommend that the License Collector bo
allowed a suitable vault for the safe keeping
of license blanks and books under his care.

Tax Collector.-" The Tax Collector's office we find in the
hands of James N.Block,a competent and effi-
cient officer, who conducts the business of this
important department of the City government
ina manner which reflects great credit on him-
self and the clerical force in his charge.-

The tsystem of ;collecting taxes has been
greatly improved during his administration
and shows a careful study of the City's Inter-
ests. \u25a0 -\u0084.....,- J .;." '\u25a0;•.\u25a0 r :.•.-•;:..

.Registrar of Voters.• ;The office of Registrar of Voters is now in an
honest man's care, and the Grand Jury hopes
the 5system . to .be inaugurated undar the new
law, which comes into force this ye«T, willreal-
ize the expectations of its friends.

Magdalen
'
Asylum.

We find this institution in an excellent con-
dition.
-. \u25a0

'
The Morgue.

'.The present Morgue is deficient and a dis-
grace to the City.: . i''.-r- r • \u25a0\u25a0•. ;

Indictments.
Perjury 8, embezzlement 8, having stolengoods in their

-
possession 10, obtaining prop-

erty under false pietenses 1,arson 1,falsifying
election returns 26, grand larceny 2,procuring
false registration 1,assault to commit, robbery
3, assault to commit murder 4, rape 2, assault
with deadly weapon 1,burglary 1,robbery 2,
infamous crime ;against nature 1, obtaining
goods under false pretenses 1, forgery1, falsi-
fying accounts 3;total 76. \

:Presentments. '

Violating City ordinances 31. indecent ex-
posure 5, conspiracy to blackmail 2, impeach-
ment 1; total 39. Presentments 39, indict-
ments 76; total 115. *

Grand J Jury Rooms. •-'_...
,!•The grand jurors desire *to call the attention
of the City Hall Commissioners to the comfort-
less, cool rooms set apart \u25a0 for jury duties, and,
owing to the smoky chimneys, lire at times be-
came unbearable. r -' r,; ;•\u25a0/..": /'\u25a0-\u25a0.
:<, Itis to be hoped that the rooms willbe made
:more desirable hereafter and that the appro-
priation set - aside .for \u25ba jury expenses willbe
larger.

-
; .

Respectfully submitted, .
\u25a0•.,-:-: * W. H.Gagan, Foreman. i

? ; C. W. Iredale, Secretary.
H.Mayer. .\ HenryL." Tatcm. .
Edwin Danforth. Joseph Brittan..
Emanuel Mayer. William Sinon.
R.H. Pease.

•• .; S. J. Hendy.
Monson Russell. \u25a0. Charles Holbrook. .
8. C. Bigelow.'-•••- • .|H. J.Crocker. r
E. W. Wain wright. Emaihjel Mandel.
W. J.Newman.:: '","

-
!Henry,L. Davis.

John McCarthy. . . •

X.The publication of the Grand Jury's
conclusions -' created

-
a vstir V among

"
City

officials.' , They are allmore or less severely

censured, and consequently are not in the
best of humor with the body that has just
made its report.

Speaking of the document Howard C.
Holmes, engineer for the Harbor Commis-
sioners, said:"Inotice in thi9 evening's
Report, in an extract from the report of
the Grand Jury, the following words are
used:

The fact that the material and manner of
mixing,together with the balance of the worlt
as now being performed, has greatly improved
since the Grand Jury commenced tolook into
it, has shown the advantage of our investi-
gations.
"Iwant to say right here that itis sus-

ceptible of proof that the material and
manner of mixing has not been changed
one iota since the investigation started or
since the workcommenced. Consequently
there is not a shadow of truth in the as-
sertion made by the Grand Jury. Further-
more, that the rock, while'it may not
literally be according to the specifications,
itis identical with the sample submitted
at the time the work was let and was ac-
cepted by the board, and is the rock used
in alllarge classes of workof concrete, both
by the Government and the municipal au-
thorities. Itstands the test both of Gov-
ernment experts and the expert appointed
Dy the Governor. With regard to myself,
the chief engineer owning the quarry, this
is a fact; but the rock taken from the
quarry does not belone to me, and ifthe
foundation were never built Iwould still
receive my monthly rental, whether one
pound of rock were taken offor the whole
were tafcen offinone month. Infact, itis
rather to my advantage to have the rock
remain than otherwise. This opinion was
given to the board by F. S. Stratton, at-
torney for them, at the time when the con-
tract was first let, and the fact that the
rock was sold to Gray Brothers, sub-con-
tractors, about a year before the plans and
specifications for the ferry foundations
were made would show that there was no
contemplated collusion on the part of the
parties owning the rock. Governor Budd
has also given itas his opinion publicly to
the various newspaper reporters that the
fact that Iowned the lot from which the
rock is taken for the foundations does not
in the slightest degree have any Dearing
upon the case.

"With regard to C. J. Stilwell, we chal-
lenge the Grand Jury, or any member
thereof, to show where one of Mr. Stil-
well's statements, kindly given to the pub-
lic by a prominent member of the Grand
Jury, has been proven to be true. Conse-
quently we see no reason why he
should be whitewashed. Inotice also
in the report that he speaks of the
rock not being washed nor clean.
The jury had ample evidence that
the dirt was a benefit rather than a detri-
ment, and for this reason it was not
washed. All authorities show that the
finer particles of rock not only add to the
strength of the concrete, but tend. to fill
the interstices. This was plainly shown
in the sample submitted, and which for
density was far above the average."

Gurry Indignant.
Speaking of the last paragraph of the re-

port relating to his office, County Clerk
Curry expressed strong indignation. The

paragraph reads :
Several men have been rewarded with posi-

tions in his office who acted as clerks or in-
spectors at the last election inthe precincts
where the grossest frauds were committed,
and in the interest of the County Clerk. Com-
ment is unnecessary.

"There is not a single man in mvoffice
coming under the head indicated," said
Mr. Curry. "George Lee was in the office
and when he was under suspicion of hav-
ing perpetrated fraud during the elections,
Isuspended him. When he had been
tried and exonerated of all blame in the
matter, Ireinstated him.

"The Grand Jury had every opportunity
to discover the facts for themselves, but
they refused to look at my books as I
offered. They have attempted to throw a
slur on an office where the service is more
efficient and more accommodating to the
public than ever before. Ican only say
of the Grand Jury as they have said of my
office, 'Comment is unnecessary.'

"

Hemy Mayer Talks.
"My name has been attached to the

Grand Jury report," said Henry Mayer.
"Iobjected to this report and Iconsider it
insome instances a political scheme. The
ferry foundation evidence has been heard
in the Grand Jury room and ithas never
been shown that the work has been im-
properly done. The experts have ex-
pressed perfect satisfaction and ithas bee n
built strong enough to carry the Alpine
mountains. The report was signed with-
out my knowledge. In regard to the
County Hospital, if the committee would
examine itproperly they would find its
management the ye rybest, and itlooks as
if the whole complaint is a political
scheme. The Police Department in gen-
eral is the very best of any large city on
the continent. Inave been treated by
this man Gagan shamefully and disrespect-
fully.

"1 also state regarding the concrete
block presented to the Grand Jury for in-
vestigation that itwas pronounced by Mr.
Binon, a witness before the Grand Jury, as
the very best he ever saw. The plan on
the Grand Jury seemed to be to cast dis-
credit on the Republicans. This was evi-
dent when the ferry foundation charges
were brought up. Itwas then said that
spikes could be driven into the concrete.
Of course with fresh concrete this is pos-
sible. Regarding the cement delivered by
Spreckels very hard work was done to
cause Spreckels to deliver inferior cement,
but the experts have denounced these
stories as false. Itis a fact that a block of
cement submitted to the Grand Jury stood
a test of112 tons to the square foot, or 52
tons above the average for concrete of that
ace. Itseems they wanted to oust Mr.
Holmes to make room for a Democrat."

Found Another Indiotment.
The first and last workdone by the Grand

Jury which passed out of legal existence at
3 o'clock yesterday was to find an indict-
ment. Some weeks ago the jury found an
indictment against A. J. Witeman, the
forger, who was then under arrest in New
York. Witeman was brought bacK to San
Francisco, and his attorneys have beenimaking a desperate effort to secure his re-
lease. The former indictment was faulty
and so District Attorney Barnes deter-
mined to secure another, but on different
grounds. With this object inview he ap-
peared before the jury yesterday afternoon
and in less than twenty minutes there-
quired paper was granted, and Witeman
has another charge to answer.

WILLIAM H. GAGAN, FOREMAN OF THE GRAND JURY.

IT CANNOT BE ASSIGNED.
That Is \V!i:it a Justice Holds About a

Lien fora Hotel Bill.
Mary T. "VVahn appeared as plaintiff yes-

terday in an action brought against Mrs.
J. D. Cronise to recover a trunk held by
her at the Brunswick. The case came up
before Justice Groezinger, and, during the
trial, the defendant declared that she held
the trunk by virtueof a lien for an unpaid
bill.

"Are you the proprietor of the Bruns-
wick?""asked the Judge.

"No;Iam theagentof the proprietress,"
was the answer.

"Then who is the proprietress?"
'•Mrs. Dunlap."
"Oh, yes,Iremember," said the Judge ;

"that h the lady against whom Ihave
found Judgments in various sums aggre-
gating $1500, but in every instance it was
impossible to obtain satisfaction. How
did yon, madam, obtain this lien?"

"Itwas assigned to me by Mrs. Dunlap."
"Well," said the Judge, "as a lien ofthiskind cannot be assigned, Imake an order

that the trunk be returned to the plaintiff-
and now, Mrs. Cronise, tell Mrs. Dunlap
that the court would be pleased to see
her."

Luder the Belgian law unmarried "menover 25 have one vote, married men'aud
widowers with families have two votes,
and priests and other persons of position
and education have three votes. Severe
penalties are imposed on those who fail to
vote.

TO AVERT A STOCK PANIC
Shareholders of the Bodie

Mine Make Charges of
Fraud.

THEY IMPLICATE DIKECTORS.

An Old Time Scheme to Get Rich at
the Expense of Those Who

Hold Shares.

i

Several dissatisfied stockholders of the
Boaie Consolidated MiningCompany met
yesterday in the officeof C. L.Patton, 319
Pine street. They were singularly enthu-
siastic and not at all backward in their
condemnation of the directors, whom they
charged with serious offenses in connection
with the management of the mine. The
burden of their complaint was that the
men known as the "inside"—

that is, the
directors and others incontrol —

have made
false returns of the Bodies yield, with the
apparent purpose of creating a panic
among stockholders and then buying in
really valuable stock at greatly reduced
prices. This, of course, would enrich the
men who are in a position to carry the
scheme to a successful end.

George Travis, a stockholder, made a
long statement, in which he had many
dates and figures. He said that the object
of the meeting was to discuss the action of
the present board of directors, who, it was
held, are not conducting the mine in the
interest of the stockholders. In substan-
tiation of these charges he gave the follow-
ing statement :

"In June, 1894, 368 tons of ore were
crushed, and itran from $152 42 to $34 38 a
ton, while the tailings brought $9 38 to
$5 74 a ton. The total yield for the month
was $26,174 62.

"In September, 1894. 452 tons of ore
were crushed, varying in value from
$101 36 to $42 34 a ton. the tailings of wnich,
ran from $5 47 to $4 69 a ton. The total
value was $73,173 31.
"In May, 1895, 525 tons were crushed,

varying from $52 11 to $28 41, and the tail-
ings from $10 50 to $5 68 a ton." Itis
charged that these tailings indicate that
the value of tne ore was nearly three
times that shown in the pulp assay, as ex-
perienced millmen claim that these tail-
ings would prove such to be a fact.

The meeting thereupon adopted a reso-
lutionas follows:

Whereas, Ithas been the practice (with sonic
honorable exceptions) for Srokers tolend tho
shares of their customers to the "inside" to
vote against them at the various annual elec-
tions, thus enabling the "inside," against the
interests of the patrons of the brokers, toper-
petuate themselves inpower; be it

Resolved, That we most unqualifiedly con-
demn such practice as not only treacherous,
but eminently dishonest, and one for which
we are advised the law provides an ample and
efficient remedy, of which, however, we, if
fairly treated, have no desire to avail our-
selves, and which remedy, we are advised, will
cover transactions between brokers and their
customers extending over a period of two
years last past and possibly longer.

This resolution was a good deal in the
nature of a warning to stockbrokers not to
participate in any wrongful manner in the
Bodie troubles. Itreflects the feelings o{
the stockholders, as do the resolutions fol-
lowing, which were purposely designed for
a flingat the directors:

Whereas, Itis the sense of this meeting that
one of two propositions is true, viz.:that the
Bodie Consolidated is a rich ore-producing
mine, or that the "inside" has falsely colored
all their reports save and except the last for the
purpose of unloading their stock; ana whereas,
we believe the first proposition to be true, from
information received from correct and reliable
sources; and whereas, Inthe face of this fact,
the "inside" have contributed all in their
power by shutting down the mill and report-
inga small yieldof the same to the harmful
influences of a stale and meritless lawsuit,
thereby lending their influence to createa panic and cause a stampede among
stockholders, for the purpose, as we
believe, of repurchasing stock sold at a
high figure at a greatly reduced figure; and
whereas, inopposition to all rules and the uni-
versal experience of miners, they have made
the pulpassays and tailings run largely inex-
cess of value that ought to be the yield
on the finaljclean-up ;and whereas, as from the
same character of ore taken from the same
drifts and stopes the management of said minecharged up on the first run$73,173 from 452
tons, while from the last run on the same
character of ore taken from the same places
they had charged up from 525 tons but $23,-
ODx.

Eesolved, That this meeting do hereby con-demn the management of said mine, and
frankly appeal to all stockholders who desire
fair play toloin withus inchanging: the same
and establishing an honest administration at
the annual election to be held on the 17th
inst.

There is more trouble in the Bodie Com-
pany. Between 1884 and 1889 itis claimed
by the Standard Company, an adjoining
concern in Bodie, Mono County, that the
Bodie drifts were run into Standard terri-
tory and ore valued at $300,000 taken oat.
Now the Standard is preparing to enter
suit for this sum. The Bodie stockholders
think itvery strange that suit was not be-
gun lone ago and they claim that there is
collusion in the suit to injure their in-
terests.

H. P. Walker, an English capitals, is
president of the Bodie mine. M.E. Willis
is secretary and George Ives, a stockbroker
on Pine street, one of the chief owners and
managers. They largely constitute the
"inside."
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Joy's tor the Jaded and Good
Health tor AllMankind.
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