
On the Roentgen ray mystery California
says to the world "Eureka!"

Ifthe fight against the funding bill is

wellkept up itwillcome out on top.

After this bungling administration the
main issue before the people is to turn the
fools out.

When Vining doesn't get a roast for his
street railroad mismanagement he calls it
a cold day.

By and by lur. Rainey will come to the
conclusion that the Junta is a fireand try
to put itout.

Democracy will never be straightened
out untilit is driven to a good strong wall
and nailed there.

There is no more use to discuss a fund-
ingbill than to discuss a rattlesnake— the
thing is tokillit.

There is a chance that the local Demo-
cratic campaign song may be something
likeLanigan's bawl.

Mr. Dopew will understand we expect
him to tell the people in the East that San
Francisco is a peach.

It is even betting whether the Cuban
resolution or the Cuban revolution will
make the quicker finish.

The Dygart incident gives Cleveland a
chance to write a mes3age on Cuban affairs
and say something strong.

The only policy on the funding scheme
that California needs is to enforce the law
and turn the defaulters out.

The next social volcano to break loose in
something like a war i< just as liable to be
in Manitoba a*anywhere els?.

Germany wa« lirst on the trail of the
elusive X ray.but California is the hrst to
track it to its lair and capture it.

Senator Chandler finds something to
srold about even inhis own State, so the
Senate needn't complain any more.

Itis an easy prediction that the attend-
ance on the Lanigan ball will be slim if it
Should happen to be a Rainey night.

Itwould be better to have the business
of the country set in motion by a silver
crank than stopped by a goldbug plug.

By and by New Jersey farmers will just
sit down and wait for ocean steamers to
come along and plow the soil for them.

Cleveland evidently regards his syndi-
cate bond deal as a sleight-of-hand per-
formance, and objects to giving itaway.

Tne proposed bridge across the bay is
one of the things that will have to be
talked over a long time before itis walked
over.

If Mr. Vanderbilt will look closely he
willsee that the only thing lacking to the
prosperity ofthis City is a competing rail-
road.

The only way to get the monopoly out of
the politics of the State is to make it take
its monopoly grasp off the industry of the
State.

Itwillnot be safe to declare that Harri-
son is permanently out of politics until
we see how he acts when the honeymoon
is over.

New Hampshire doesn't agree withMas-
sachusetts on the money question, but she
agrees with the country, fox she stands for
bimetallism.

According to French reports, the Drei-
bund is willingthat England should help
Italy out, but is not willing that England
should stay in.

It was the Huntington hand that
dragged the appropriation from SanPedro, and by and by that hand will get
hit with a pile-driver.

Arizona is a little bit happy with her
new Governor, but it goes without saying
she would rather be a State and have a
chance to elect one for herself.

The Pacific roads' debts will never be
settled until they are settled right. To re-
fund the debt would prolong the fight, but
the people will winin the end.

The Boers will help the British fight
the Matabeles, and the white conquest of
South Africa willgo on as ifthose engaged
in it had never had a squabble.

Congressman Bowers' resolution for the
expulsion of silver men from the House
was a very good illustration of the effect-
iveness of irony in a contest with brass.

If the Vanderbilt and Depew combina-
tion expect us to believe they came here
solely for recreation they willhave to stay
over until the festivals open and see the
whole show.

Europe has now nothing to do but sit
down and wait until Russia makes up her
mind whether she would rather have a war
this year or go on and complete the Sibe-
rian railroad.

Ithas been demonstrated by Berkeley
scientists that cathode rays positively
electrify any tolid upon which they im-
pinge, and consequently the Republican
party being solid will be electrified by the
cathode rays of politics this year, while
flabby Democracy will show up only as a
blur on the background.

THE PEIMAEY ELECTION.

The Republican County Central Com-
mittee met last evening and resolved
itself into committees for the Fourth and
a part of the Fifth Congressional dis-

! tricts respectively. The committee repre-
senting the Fourth District then pro-
ceeded to call a primary election to be
held on April Iff, at which the Republi-
cans of San Francisco may express their
preferences for delegates to the coming
f?tate Convention. The committee repre-
senting the Fifth District will undoubt-
edly follow the example. This action
is in accordance with the letter and spirit

uf the resolutions of the Republican Na-
tional and State Central committees, and
is also inharmony with the popular idea
as to the proper method of opening a po-
litical campaign.

The primary election is a safeguard to
liberty of political action. It is the peo-
ple's place to make their influence felt in
the very framework of political party or-
ganization. Its honest conduct insures a
large degree of independence in the con-
ventions which succeed it, and discourages

the aim of the unworthy to rise to power
indeliance of the popular will. The mem-
bers of the County Committee have there-
fore acted wisely in resolving that an

honest and open primary election shall be
held inSan Francisco this year.

A study of the call which has been
adopted and is issued justifies the hope
that the coming primary election willbe
open, honest and fair. Especial precau-
tions appear to have been taken to insure
these conditions and to guarantee to every
voter thereat the right to have his one
ballot peaceably cast and honestly counted
for the delegates of his choice. The char-
acter of the leaders who are at the helm of
the Republican party of California is an
added assurance that this guarantee will
be iullyand exactly kept at the coming
primaries. The City of San Francisco
may well felicitate herself with the fact
tnat an era of honest politics has fairly
dawned for her people and that the winter
of her discontent is past.

BEIDGING THE BAY.
The suggestion made by Lyman Bridges

of a bridge across the bay from the foot of
Folsom street to the nearest point of the
Alameda peninsula is certainly attractive.
That a bridge willsome day span the bay
may be taken for granted. At present the
conimfirce of the whole State suffers a
heavy tax by reason of the necessity for
ferrying freight across the water, T«his
gives Oakland a large natural advantage
over San Francisco, though the absence of
adequate water-front facilities nullifies the
benefit. In the event of a favorable de-
cision on the suits pending for the Oak-
land water front the absolute necessity for
a bridge across the bay will arise. Before
this willoccur, however, a vast amount of
capital and many years of time willbe re-
quired to make the Oakland water front
suitable for the shipping of the harbor.

\u25a0 Allthese things are likely to come about
!in time, and hence it is proper to discuss
the bridging of the bay as a serious propo-
sition. The question willbe, Where should
the bridge be placed?

Mr. Bridges' suggestion makes the
bridge bisect the traffic of the bay. South
of the line connecting Folsom street and
Alameda Point are the large steamship
docks, the warehouses of the Southern
Pacific Company, the terminus of the San'
Francisco and San Joaquin Valley Rail-'
road, the Union Iron Works, the Arctic
|Oil "Works, the great slaughter-houses of
Ithe Potrero and Baden and extensive
sugar warehouses. In fact, all the heavy
traffic of the bay would be cut off from the
Golden Gate by the Folsom-street line. It
is true that Mr. Bridges' scheme contem-
plates ample drawbridges, but ifthese can
be avoided an important point would be
gained.

A bridge running from the Potrero to
iAlameda would seem to come nearer the
necessities of the case. South of the Po-
trero the bay is shoal, and is little tit for
deep vessels. A bridge at that point

| would terminate near the railroad ware-
jhouses, and that would be a convenience.
Mr. Bridges' idea is clearly to bring the
bridge as n°ar the ferry depot as possible.
That would be an advantage so far as pas-
senger traffic is concerned, but freights
would not be similarly affected, and it
happens that the burden on the State's
traffic conies through freight ferriage, and
not passenger. The saving on passenger
traffic would be little or nothing; on
freight itwould be in the neighborhood of
$1 a ton. Hence, all suggestions for a
bridge to span the bay must regard ireight
before passengers. This consideration,
taken in connection with the fact that a
bridge from the foot of Folsom btreet
would hinder bay traffic to a considerable
extent, seems to indicate the neighbor-
hood of the Potrero as the best starting
point for the structure.

A DISGRACEFUL ACT.
The people of California will never be

satisfied until some explanation is made
of the extraordinary course of the House
Committee on Rivers and Harbors with
regard to San Pedro and Santa Monica,
Itis said that the committee has decided
to reduce the appropriation for the inner
harbor of San Pedro from $392,000 to $50,-
--000, to do nothing lor the outer harbor and
to cut out the appropriation for Santa
Monica altogether. Congressman McLach-
lan is said to be angry because Congress-
men Bower?, Maguire and Barham opposed
the Santa Monica appropriation and thus
caused the committee practically to strike
out both appropriations. This is a quarrel
araone the California Congressmen that
will have to be explained.

Aside from that, it is clear that Mr.
Huntineton was behind the whole trouble.
Itwas evident to him that any appropria-
tion for San Pedro would destroy the
value of the Southern Pacific monopoly of
Santa Monica, and hence he preferred that
Santa Monica should wait rather than see
San Pedro improved. So long as Santa
Monica is dangerous and inadequate and
San Francisco has a safe harbor the
Southern Paciiic can carry the traffic of
Southern California f>oo miles by rail and
charge a round sum for the service. This
would be done away with in the event that
either San Pedro or Santa Monica is im-
proved. Mr. Huntington can well afford
to wait for aharbor inSouthern California.
That itwas his influence that secured this
extraordinary action on the part of the
committee no one in this State can be
made to doubt. His power has already
been shown in the matter of the funding
bill.

The question of an appropriation for
these harbors is not entirely settled, as the
decision of the committee seems to have
teen taken in a moment of anger and pet-
ulance, and partly because the California
Congressmen had worked at cross-pur-
poses. Mr. McLachlan's position seenis to
have been one of willingness for the Santa

Monica appropriation aa a concession to
the Runtington loi-ces, and through fear
thatSan Pedro would be neglected. Messrs.
Bowers, Barham and Maguire seem to have
opposed the Santa Monica appropriation
because itwas manifestly wrong and was
opposed by the united sentiment of Cali-
fornia. Hence it does not appear either
that Mr. McLachlan was working in the
interest of the Southern Pacific or that the
others were willing to sacrifice the inter-
ests of the State inorder to balk the selfish
grab of the railroad. Tne simple truth
very likely is that the Southern Pacific
was willing that both appropriations
should be stricken out in order that San
Pedro should not ba improved and the
possibility of a monopoly at Santa Monica
destroyed. Itbehooves the entire Califor-
nia delegation to arrive at a clear under-
standing and work harmoniously to undo
the harm that is threatened.

STATE INVESTMENTS.
Attorney-General Fitzgerald seems to

have made a clear explanation of the
charge that he has opposed th« invest-
ment of State school funds in the bonds
issued by various counties of the Slate.
Hi3position as stated by himself is that
he has opposed such investments only in
the cases of bonds which he deemed to
have been irregularly issued, and that he
strongly believes the State should in-
vest inhome bonds in preference to those
issued by the Government, so that the
interest may be kept at home.

Tne contention of the Sacramento Bee,
which made the charge against him, is
that he has passed adverse judgment on
bonds which had already been accepted as
good by responsible banks. Clearly that
fact could have no more weight with the
Attorney-General than to make his in-
spection of the bonds all the more thor-
ough and his judgment all the more relia-
ble. At the same time itis assumed that
the banks have invested only after their
attorneys have passed on the securities.
In such a case itwould be merely a differ-
ence of opinion between attorneys, and
that is not an extraordinary thing.

The real point in the whole question is
why the Attorney-General, charged as he
is with so grave responsibilities, should
ever have had occasion to question the
manner in which county bonds have been
issued? When we reflect that the bonds
were issued under the sanction of the Dis-
trict Attorneys of the counties, and ap-
proved by the attorneys employed by the
purchasing banus, the weight of authority
is against the Attorney-General, and his
responsibility is no greater than' that of
either of the other sets of attorneys. Still
his position is more conspicuous and his
advice of a more far-reaching influence.
When he advises against the bonds of any
county the situation is very serious and
requires study.

Were it not for the fact that several
counties have acquired an unpleasant no-
toriety for misusing the public funds the
subject might be easily dismissed as one
of a difference of opinion between lawyers.
But that fact alone creates a presumption
in the Attorney-General's favor. Califor-
nia has already suffered seriously from
that cause. One of the reasons why it
would be difficult to bond San Francisco
for improvements that would be a wise in-
vestment is a fear that some irregularity
would appear in the handling of the funds
as well as the issuance of the bonds. The
State cannot expect to prosper until that
drawback has been removed by resort to
better politics.

LOWER OAR FARES.
Init^ adoption of a resolution favoring

a reduction of the streetcar fare to 3 cents
the Point Lobos Avenue Improvement
Club has set inmotion an idea that should
receive the indorsement of every organiza-
tion and individual interested in the wel-
fare and more rapid development of San
Francisco. There is no doubt that such
a reduction can be made by the railways
without interfering with fair profits being
returned to the stockholders.
Itwas only the other day that a dividend

was announced by the Market-street Rail-
way Company of GO cents for the quarter
ending March 31, 1896. This is equivalent
to an anr.ual dividend of$2 40 on each $100
share of stoctf. Some $18,000,000 worth of
stock has been issued, and as this stocic
ia now quoted at $47 the dividend declared
is equal to about 5 per cent per annum on
the investment. But when itisknown that
this $18,000,000 worth of stock is in reality
three times as much as what itactually
cost to construct and equip the 180 odd
miles of single track of this road, itwill
be seen that the stockholders are now en-
joying more than a fair return for the in-
vestment.

Then this company has within the past
year put considerable of its profits into
new electric roads and in the conversion
of some of its horse and cable lines into
electric railways. Notonlyhas this tended
to largely diminish the immediate divi-
dend fund, but it has added much to the
future dividend possibilities. The new
lines will bring new traffic and the con-
rerted lines are cheaper to operate.

Areduction in fares will also stimulate
traffic, and the increase in travel can be
taken care of witha comparatively less ex-
pense to the company, as the cost of roll-
ing stock and the pay of the increased
force of men is but a small investment
compared to the cost of constructing a
road. What the actual profits of opera-
tion are is shown by figures obtained from
offi6ial sources in reference to tbe Market-
street Railway Company. The annual in-
come from fares ia about $3,000,000, and
out of this it has been found possible to
declare a dividend equal to $500,000, or
about 17 per cent of the gross earnings,
and this, too, in spite of the burden of
making extraordinary improvements and
additions to the system.

Low streetcar fares and an adequate ser-
vice will do more to buildup the outside
sections and enhance their value than all
other factors combined. The Point Lobos
avenue people should receive tha necessary
backing in the movement they have in-
augurated. ';

DIAZ ON THE DOOTEINE.
The able address of President Diaz to

the Congress of Mexico is an open and
hearty acceptance of the Monroe doctrine
and an earnest recommendation that itbe
made the policy of all the American re-
publics. How this is-to be done President
Diaz does not presume to say, but mani-
festly the proper procedure would be an
alliance of all the American republics
for defen3e against European aggression.
Such an alliance might be extended in its
operation to cover other interests that are
common to the republics.

An important consideration in any alli-
ance among these countries is a total ao-
sence of fear that the United States would
seek to secure undue advantage in the
way either of enlarging its territory at the
expense of its neighbors or of advancing
its commercial interests on selflsh lines.
Although nothing ever occurred until the
raising of the Venezuelan question to
bring about sympathy among the Western
republics, the lesson of that difficulty is
that some kind of political and commer-
cial alliance would be wise. The Pan-
American congress was productive of no

substantial results, but that was merely
because the time was not ripe and the re-
publics had not yet recognized the im-
portance of concerted action.

President Diaz unqualifiedly accepts
the Monroe doctrine as one that does not
concern tne United States alone and sayß
the Unitea Stales should not be expected
to support it unaided. The doctrine is
even more vital to the weaker republics
than to the United States, for this Nation,
unlike the others, is physically able to
hold its own against any European power.
Itwould be exceedingly ungracious on the
part ofthe southern republics to leave the
United States to support alone a principle
that is more vital to them than us. As
Mexico is the greatest of the republics
next to the United States it may be ex-
pected that the example set by President
Diaz will be cheerfully followed by the
smaller states. The next important thing
to be done is such action by the Mexican
Congress as will invest the acceptance of
the principle with the whole dignity and
power of Mexico.

The questions of tariffand finance that
are so serious for the people of the United
States willbecomes equally grave with the
southern republics when they shall have
developed their natural resources to the
point attained by us. That is merely a
question of time, but itwould be well for
these republics to profit now by the mis-
takes which have been committed in the
United States and thus avoid the evils
upon which we have fallen. Upon return
of the Republican party to fullpower it
should be a leading idea to amalgamate
the interests of all the American republics
by means of a comprehensive agreement
that shall look to the protection of the in-
dustries of all the American republics as
well as resistance of any attempt on the
part of Europe to secure a political hold
on this continent.

PERSONAL.
James Gleason of lowa Hillis at the Russ.
G. W. Mock of ElDorado isat the Cosmopol-

itan.
M.Dinkelsplel, a business man of Suisun, is

here.
George W. Home ofMillCreek, Utah, is on a

visit here.
Walter Mills,a mining man of Grub Gulch,

is intown.
Jesse D.Carr of Salinas is registered at the

Occidental.
J. M.Eeuck, the newspaper man, ofStockton,

is inihe City.
Harry Wagner, a merchant of Astoria, is at

the Cosmopolitan.
A. W. Morrison and wife, of Sacramento, are

in the city for a brief visit.
H. D. Mackenzie, M.D., of Dunedin, NewZealand, is at the Cosmopolitan.
Johnson Sherrick, a wealthy resident of

Canton, Ohio, arrived here yesterday and isat
the Grand.

J. W. Kelly,superintendent of the Bodie and
other mines at Bodie, was among yesterday's
arrivals here.

Samuel D. Lewis, the pressed brick man-
ufacturer of Philadelphia, is a guest at the
Cosmopolitan.

D. C. Lane, owner ofa productive gold prop-
erty at Darwin, arrived here yesterday for a
few weeks' stay.

Thomas G. Yaney, a business man and mine-
owner of Newman, Cal., is at the Lick acconi-
pauied by hia wife.

W. Wright, who is representing a London
syndicate in the purchase of mines and real
estate, is in the City.

John 11. Martin, who is the representative of
Frank Mayo, isinthe City. Mr. Mayo began
his theatrical career inSan Francisco.

O.H.P. Noyes, the well-known wealthy busi-
ness man of Yokohama, who is largely inter-
ested inthe tea trade, is at the Palace.

C. M.Lawler, general manager of the Phila-
delphia, Reading and New England Railroad, I

with headquarters at Hartford, Coun., i^ at
the Palace.

Miss Eva Duke of Salvador, the daughter of
the millionaire banker J. Marion Duke, who is
known by reason of his great wealth as the Jay
Gould ot the southern republic, is at the
Palace.

Captain Barfield of the bark Alexandra, who
was recently hurt by an explosion aboard his
vessel, and who has since been confined to his
room in the Commercial Hotel, is slowly re-
covering. He is,however, not yet able to be
about.

James Crownan, a mine-owner of Rossland,
B. C, the new and booming gold camp in the
Trail Creek country, where 7000 or 8000
people are now gathered, and which, accord- |
ing to its advocates, is to eclipse Cripple Creek j
and Coolgardie, arrived here yesterday. He j
wants to enjoy himself fora time ina milder I
climate.

Some Chicago people, noted for their signal
prominence in different lines, and for the ac-
cumulation of large wealth, reached here yes-
terday and will spend some time in California.
Among them are; Norman Williams, general
counsel of the powerfulmonopoly, the Western
Union Telegraph Company; D. R.Cameron,
ex-Dresident of the Chicago Board of Educa-
tion;Richard T.Crane, president of the Crane
Bros. Manufacturing Company, and Andrew
Mc.Nally,president of the widelyknown pub-
lishing house of Rand, McNally &Co. Tney
are here for pleasure. Allare at the Palace.

T.T. Wills, who a few years ago was asso-
ciated with the Donahue Railway passenger
department, and who afterward married an
heiress of Santa Rosa, is in the City, after over
two years' absence. He has been invariousminingcamps of the north, including those of
Trail Creek, Boundary Creek, Kootenai, the
Okanogan country and other places, and tells
hopeful stories of the extraordinary wealth of
these regions. Wills has claims staked out by
the dozens and some of them he dignifies with
the name of mines, and predicts the future
fortunes of all who labor with the pick there.
He says he willgo back after a few weeks in
California.

CALIFORNIANS IN NEW YORK.

NEW YORK, K. V.,April2.—At the Grand
Union, S. Foster and wife; Sturtevant, G. W.
Leslie; Murray Hill,W. T. Doyle; Holland, K.Maddox, J. Macownsky ;St. James, L.Hatchett.

WHO HAS DONE AS MUCH?
Santa Cruz Sentinel.

Claus Spreckels has given the county a strip
of land forty feet wide and some miles long
leading from the public road to the Aptos
beach to be used as a publicroad. 'Who of all
the men in this county who hate rich men be-
cause they are rich, sneer at them, slur them,
attack them, assault them in the publicpress,
work the public against them, has done as
much? Ifthere is such a man let him stand
forth. Iftoo modest to do so lethis friends do
so for him. Arich man isno better than any
other man equally good who is not rich,
neither is he any worse. Ifthere is any coumv
in the world that needs the introduction o"f
wealth it is this county, and if there is any
city suffering from a lack of capital it is thiscity. Did you ever think that there is not aman inSanta Cruz who has $100,000 inmoney
on hand, now or heretofore? Did you ever
think how few residents of this county thereare who are each worth if100,000? You cancount them on the fingers of your hands, and
you wou't have to count your fingers twice.
Could ten men worth $100,000 each be in-
duced to move into this county and investtheir $1,000,000, we, who hale them throughenvy of their wealth, would clap our hands
with joy, and some of us would at once com-mence laying our pipes to get in on the deal.As business men we would want to get in,and
ifwe did notget inhow some of us would jumpon the rich and denounce as pets and favorites
those who did get in.

They Pull AllTogether.
Oakland Tribune.

One reason assigned for the prosperity of
Los Angeles is that all residents there have a
good word for their owncity. They talk for itplan for it and act for it. Itis the pullalto-gether that does the business.

Alas
•

the Poor Fanner.
.Lewiston (Mont.) Democrat.

The cinch bug eats the farmer's grain, the
bee moth spoils his honey, the bedbug fills him
fullof pain, but the humbug gets his money.

AROUND THE CORRIDORS.
Alfred Rosenholz, a Swedish electrician, for

some time connected with, the Union Iron
Works and frequently seen in the corridors of
the Palace, has made a discovery which his
friands think ought to make him known
around the globe. It is in reference to the
difference of temperature of heavenly bodies.
Rosenholz admits that he has gone a good way
otl to make his discovery, but thinks he had as
good a right as Galileo, Sir Isaac Newton and
the rest of them.
"Itis the discovery of a law which exists ia

nature," he said, <*not before known." He
added:'

'This law is in reference to the solar heat
and the lower temperature of the planets, and
what relation temperature bears to atomic
affinity.

"The difference of temperature of any orb
and its companion or companions inthe uni-
verse is inrelation to the distance or weight
of the muss, which opposes by its motion the
force of gravitation.

"Mercury, the first planet outward from the
sun, ifhe constitute terrestrial matter inpro-
portion, it follows by the above law that the
density ismuch greater than that of the earth.
The density is believed to be about two and a
half times greater than that of our globe.

"The planets increase in temperature as
the diameter of their orbits is increased.
Mars has its orbit outside of the earth, con-
sequently his velocity and density is not so
great.

"Owing to the great distance of the giant
planet Jupiter from its central orb, the planet

must be in a hot state ;a red-hot fiery nucleus,
part of which is occasionally seen whenever a
nortion of one of the great cloud zones is for a
time dispersed.

"Saturn must have a still higher tempera-
ture;inall probability Saturn is composed of
materials similar to those of our globe, yet we
find that the density is so small that it would
float in water.

"That this law will also hold good in the
sidereal heavens with the millions of suns and
their planets is evident beyond any reasonable

|doubt.
"When the stars are closely examined from

time to time itis found that a number of them
alter inbrilliancy. Such stars which change
inbrilliancy from maximum to minimum are
orbs of nearly the same weightrevolvinground
one another ;their orbit is necessarily elliptic;
the higher temperature and brilliancyare man-
ifested when they are farthest apart. Stars of
other have the same temperature; but of three
the same weight which revolve around each
orbs of equal weight, the one in the center
would be a bright star, while the orbs in mo-
tion would be dark globes. Such must be the
condition of the star Algol,which in general
shines as a second magnitude star; once every
sixty-nine nours, however, it slowlydecreases
inbrightness. Each time one of the dark com-
companions to one of these stars passes exactly
between us and the star a partial eclipse takes
place. Itis well ascertained that those dark
globes in mass are nearly equal to the center
orb, which is a bright star.

"How would science with the present
theories of heat and light and atomic affinity
explain this contrast? Still more. How will
they account for the enormous lightand heat
given out by similar bodies of matter which
travel through space and are shorn of their
brilliancy when they pass the sun and regain
their luster as they again extend their journey
out inspace?

"Science has investigated the source of heat,
but has ignored atomic affinity, assuming it
tobe a force that matter possesses by virtue;
its relation to ethereal manifestations is not
well comprehended.

'•The comet of Newton, which appeared in
1680, approached the surface of the sun as
close as one-third of the solar diameter, and
was accordingly subjected to aheat over 2000
times greater than the temperature of red-
hot iron. Under the action of this enormous
heat the comet appeared to decrease, a result
which would not be expected, as the effect
of an increase of temperature is rather to
expand the mass. Itis plainly in accordance
with my discovered law that, such intense
heat would under ordinary conditions exist-
ing on earth convert a globe of platina or
carbon into gas ifno other force had come
into play during the time the oomet passed
the sun.

"Professor Chambers says in his Cometary
Statistics: 'It should be remarked that the
real dimensions of comets are found to vary
greatly at different periods. There is no doubt
that many of these bodies contract as they ap-
proach the sun and expand again as they
recede from it,a fiict first noticed by Kepler.
Enckle's comet in1838 when approaching the
sun was on October 9 281,000 miles indiam-
eter; the 17th of December ithad contracted
to 3000 miles indiameter. This must be the
condition of all matter which moves in an
elliptic orbit round the sun; as it gets nearer
to the sun its weight and velocity become
greater, and as a consequence there is a lower
temperature, or a greater attraction between
its atoms and molecules.

"Thus,Ithink, the above manifested facts
are sufficient to show that as longas there is a
motion there willbe a difference of tempera-
ture, providing there is a difference of motion.
Every orb or mass of matter in the universe
depends on every other mass for its laws of
attraction. One orb alone cannot come into
existence, as there would be no gravitation, no
affinity,or law. The phenomenon we call heat
would have reached its maximum, while mat-
ter would suffer a further division and form a

jneutral lluiddiffused throughout space, while
the ether would form worlds and solar sys-
tems, with a temperature and laws under a
reverse condition."

Alfred Rosenholz, Who Says He Has Dis-
covered a New Lawin Nature.

PEOPLE TALKED ABOUT.

Miss Alice Rothschild's collection of roses is
valued at $50,000.

The four KingGeorges of England all died
on the same day of the week.

Sir John Millais,the new president of the
Royal Academy of London, never paints a por-
trait ior less than $15,000. Moreover, he has
so many clients that he can make his own
choice of subjects.

Emm Pasha's daughter Ferida has won hercase against the claims made by his Constanti-
nople wife,and by the decision of the court
will obtain through the Foreign Office an
estate valued at 26,000 marks.

Nearly all the memDers of the royal family
of England are cyclists. Princess Victoria of
Wales, the Duchess of Fife, Princess Louise,
the Marchioness of Lome and Princess Henry
of Battenberg allride and are enthusiasts.

Osman Digna, who in the uprising of the
Mahdi performed such prodigies of valor and
was continually reported dead, and is now re-ported as a leader in the new holy war, is the
son of a French nobleman, and was educated
in the military schools at Cairo.

Sir \V.Foster, M.P., speaking at abanquet at
Derby, said that if they had Mr. Gladstone's
clarion voice ringingthrough the British isles
to-day itwould scatter the bloody emblems of

Turkey and make such atrocities as they had
heard of impossible of fulfillment.

When Dr. Jameson, the famous South African
adventurer, was hunting and prospecting in

Montana some ten or twelve years ago, he fre-
quently remarked that this country was too
slow for him. He went to Africa for a more
stirring life,and appears to have found it.

Emperor AYiiliam of Germany finds it diffi-
cult to obtnn suitable designs for the monu-
ments to the rulers of the empire to be erected
in the Sieges Allee of the Thiergarten. He
told the competing artists not to give the
people a chance to crack jokes at the
monuments.

A CONSERVATIVE.
The garden beds Iwandered by

One bright and cheerful morn.
When 1found v new-fletlged butterfly

A-sitting ona thorn,
A black and crimson butterfly,

Alldoleiul anli forlorn.

Ithought that life rould have no sting
To infant übttertiies.

So Igazed on this unhappy thing
With wonder and surprise,

While sadly withhis waving wing
He wiped hia weeping eyes.

Said I,"What can the matter be?
Why weepest tliouso sore?

With garden fairand sunlight free
And flowers ingoodly store—"

But he only turned away from me
And burst into arour.

Cried he, "Mylees are thin and few
Where once Iiiad a swarm !

Soft fuzzy fur—a joy to view
—

Once kept my body warm!—
Before these flapping wing-things grew,

To hamper and dei'orzn !"

At that outrageous bugIshot
The fury of mine eye;

Said Iin scorn, all burninghot,
In rage and anger high,

"YouIgnominious idiot!
Those wings are made to fly!"

"Ido not want to fly,"said he;
"Ionlywant to squirm 1"

ADd he drooped his wingsdejectedly,
But still his voice was firm;

"Ido not want to be a fly!
Iwant to be a worm!"

0 yesterday of unknown lacfci
To-day of unknown bliss!

1left my fool inred and black;
The last 1saw was this:

The creature madly climbing back
Into his chrysalis.

Chablotte Perkins Stetson.

OUR SHARE OF THE SEEDS.

The jointresolution of Congress authorizing
the gratuitous distribution of seeds became a
law, without the President's signature, early
in this month, and any gentleman who has
300 tons of seeds which he wishes to sell to
Uncle Sam has until April15 to send inhis
proposal. Each of the ninety Senators, 357
representatives and three Territorial delegates
willbe entitled to 15,000 packets of seeds. A
mathematical genius inthe Department of Ag-
riculture has figured that each honorable will
have a total "of one four hundred and fiftieth
part oftwo-thirds of each variety."

Boston, through its two representatives, ieen-
titled to 30,000 packets of seeds, to say noth-
ingof such of the Senatorial packets as itcan
ODtain. What beautiful farms we shall have,
to be sure, and bow cheap livingwill be this
summer. There is a variety of thirty-livekinds,
which we can pick from,ranging from aspara-
gus and Brussels sprouts to rutabagas and sal-
sify. The 30,000 packets ought to sow about
all the vacant lots inthe two districts.

There isgoing to be a great deal of satisfac-
tion in eating the products of these seeds, for
the specifications demand that they must be
true to their name and must be up to the re-
quired standards of purity and germination.
For instance, if our Congressman sends us
broccoli seeds, whose purity is not 98 per cent
and germination 85 per cent, or okra seeds,
whose purity is not99 per cent and germina-
tion 86 per cent, we can complain. Just what
redress we can obtain is but vaguely stated,
though wemight be able to have the Congress-
man censured or the seed-seller put in jail.
We certainly could get some new seeds and try
again.

As we fondly plant our Government seeds
we can do so confident that they are free from
"smut, bunt, ergot, the larvse of insects or the
seeds of the dodder." If there are any resi-
dents of the NorthEnd who think of cultivat-
ingmustard, or any in the Back Bay with a
longing foran onion field, who fear that the
Congressional seeds are not of the best, we beg
to set their minds at rest. Congressional seeds,
according to the requirements of Secretary J.
Scholasticus Morton, are allowed to contain
no Brassica, Camelina sativa, Salsola kali
tragus, Carduus arvensis, Agrostemmajgithago,
Bromus secalinns, Agrapyron repeiis, Thlaspi
arvenoe or Allium vineale. What more couid
you ask?

—
Boston Journal.

AN EFFECTIVE WAIST BESIGN.
The new fancy velvets when made up into

round waists need to be made on simple lines.
The model shown here is ideal for the purpose.
The bishop sleeve is one of the new features of
those round waists. A charming one, when
made of this fashion, was of Parisian design,
with collar, sleevebands and shoulder straps
of bright red velvet ribbon.

One in velvet, showing red, blue, green and
Dlack, was exquisite with trimmings of Per-
sian lamb fur, which formed the bands for the
sleeves, for the shoulders, and was also laid

ina three-inch band down the center front
The collar was of the velvet, with points of the
fur.

Royal blue velvet with tails of the sable over
the shoulders, around the neck and sleeve-bands was royallyrich. The effect of a basque
portion attained by tails sewn to the bottom of
the waist at the back, from the under-armseams, brightened the effect.

AChina silk, in a green tone, exquisitely
trimmed with brown velvet, was designed tobe worn witha brown skirt.

A waist of black satin made after this model
with detachable shoulder-straps, sleeve-bands
collar and belt of China ribbon (a light green
shadeisagoodcombination)lmakesaserviceabe
waist, for the accessories may be raised indefi-nitely. A white satin stock collar is one of the
newest fancies, and with a round collar of laceor a square one of white batiste, makes an en-
tire change. A fichu of black chiffon with anedge of white Brussels work makes anothervery stylish trimming. This may be left hang-
ing loose in front or tied around the waist inthe back.

__^_____^^__

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Cripple Creek Papers-a., Keswick, Shasta

County, Cal. The Crusher (daily)and the GoldBug (weekly) are published in Cripple Creek

Cottom-housb-F. A. S., City. All applica.
tions for examination under the civilservicerules for positions must be made at the Cim.torn-house, where blanks can be obtained v?amination willbe made on the 7lnof April.

To Be an Engineee-W. D., City. If youwish to become an engineer in the UnitedStates navy address a communication of inquiry to the commander of the receiving =h\~Independence, Mare Island, and you win r£celve all the miormation desired.
Hopkins Institute OF~l^r_Subacrib Val.ley Ford, Sonoma County, Cal. The HopkinsInstitute of Art is open every day in heweek except Sunder-. Ou the first Friday r,feach month no admission fee i. chareed l,

on other days the admiBSlon fee is 25 cents.
RINGB-J., City. Ifa gin to wiUi tbut isnot engaged, she Bhould wear a r?n gOnthe index finger of the left hand; ifengagedon the second finger oi the Bame haad*2d

Coronado.— Atmosphere ;is 'oertactT» -\i; L•

when she is married she wears the
*******

ring on the third finger of that hand. Tha

husband who desires to wear a w«d
n
d* *

f ml
should also wear it on the third fingerol tne

lefthand.
______

Assumed Name-L. E.F., City. A man who
when he enlisted inthe army assumed a name

not his own can, when his term of enlistment
has expired or he is discharged torpfiystCßl
disability or other causes, resume his rigni

name. If there is any pension due him he

would have to draw it under the name ne was
known by in the army.

Rattle and Buttgn-E.W., Meridian, Sutter
County, Cal. The rattle of the rattlesnake
consists of a number of thin, horny shell!
jointedtogether, each, except the terminal one,

of conical form and in great part covered by

that next to it. The terminal one is called the

button. The number of joints in the rattle
increases with the asre of the seroent, one
being added not every year, but at each casting

of the skin. The increase is at the end attached
to the body.

PECULIAR OPTICAL ILLUSION.
Ifthe architects of the new City Hall dome

could see their work only from the hillon the

north side of McAllister street, just beyoDd the

streetcar power-house, they would most likely

be thrown into consternation, as a peculiar

combination of light and shade makes the
structure look as if it was about to take a
tumble on topof the Lickstatuary. The causei

for the illusion are not hard to find. Itcannot

be noticed in the morning when the sun is

behind it,as that throws the vast pile Into a
silhouette and gives no chance for theiplay o£
shadows that are apparent inthe afternoon

A first glance at the dome from the top of

the hiil mentioned has a most startling
effect on the observer. Not only does the
structure appear out of plumb vertically,but
allof the floors appear to slant down on the
southern side. The copper dome on the top
looks as if ready- to roll off and the bronze
angel has the effect of getting ready to take
a plungeInto space, just as If it had already
become tired of offendiug the artistic senses of
the people. . _

The principal cause of the illusion is the
polished copper dome, that so catches the
glare of the sun as to be broken up into a
number of planes of light and shade. The
strong lighton one side of the globe causes a
portion of it to disappear from view. On the
top ot Devisadero-street hilla clump of poplars
grow in just the right place to produce the
effect of being the continuation of the line of
the dome. They meet the edge of the dome

!at their tops and from there slant downward
to the north and blend in with the other build-
ings near by.

On the south side of the dome a building,
that is lightincolor, so cuts into the shadow

j of the dome as to produce the effect of bending
i the side line inward. The unbalanced com-
!position of the lines in the buildings over
i which the dome can be seen are such as to

strengthen the illusion.
Only the upper portion of the dome shows

above the Devisadero-street hill,which in it-'
self produces a somewhat grotesque effect.
The buildings of the City Hall proper seem to
have melted into the ground. From the hill
on the opposite side of .McAllister street the Il-
lusion is not visible.

Appearance of the Dome of the l*ew

CityHall from .McAllister-Stre«t Hills.]I
[From a sketch.)

CURRENT HUMOR.
"Will you thiuk of me when I'm gone?"

asked Mr.Linger, sentimentally, as the hands
of the clock moved toward 12.

"Certainly," said Miss Kittish; "how soon
shall Ihave an opportunity to begin think-
ing."—London Tit-Bits.

Mrs. de Stoile
—

Did you enjoy the opera?
Mrs. Fusion— Very much. We had a box and

the B'Joneses sat right opposite us in the
circle. It was glorious!—Philadelphia North
American.

From the Plunkville Bugle: "We owe an
apology to Mr. Biggenhall, our candidate for
County Auditor, and an explanation to oar
readers. We attempted to say inour headline,
'Blggenhall's InIt,'and itwas all the fault of
the foreman that the line appeared 'Biggen-
hall's Nit,' the first letter of the second word
having dropped out."—lndianapolis Journal.

"Itis sad," said one girl, "that many men
nowadays have a great deal more money than
brains."

"Yes," sighed another, "and so littlemoney
at that."— Washington Star.

Higgles— Old Bilson called infour doctors la
onsultation over him the day he died.
Higgles—There's no danger of his being
uried alive.—Brooklyn Life.

Panorama eggs very cheap. Townsend's.
•

Chocolate cream eggs, 2 for 5c Townsend's*
Candy bacon and eggs, 10c, Townsend's. *
Easter cream candies, 25c lb. Townsend's.*
Vegetable colors onlyused at Townsend's. •

The Huntington Policy.
Santa Cruz Press.

Honesty may be a very good policy,but th«Huntington policy is a sure winner.

California glace fruits, 50c lb. Townsend's.*
Liberal discount on eatable Easter eggs to
unday-schooLs. Townsend's. •
Glace pineapple California cherries and

fruits, 50c pouud. Townsend's.
•

Ornamented chocolate and cream Easter
eggs, sc; worth 10c. Townsend's. •

Buy your underwear, hosiery, corsets, etc.,
at Pioneer Dry-goods Store. 105 Filth street.

•
Genuine Eyeglasses andSpecs, 15c to 40c. 81U

Fourth. Sundays, 738 Market, Kast's shoestore*

Ftecial information daily to manuf actors- 1business houses and public men by the Praji
Clippiug Bureau (Allen's),610 Montgomery. *

C. W. R.Ford, the senior member of C. W
R.Ford & Co., of 522 Market street, died yesl
terday in Los Angeles, where he has residedtor the past four years. The business will becontinued same as before by Mrs. Ford and hispartner, Jacob H. Schneider.

• S

Inequitable Tax.
Porterville Enterprise.

We think that the State polltax is very in.equitable inits practical workings. About 60per cent do not pay such taxes, and that leave,the other half to pay twice as much for eachone. Furthermore, the cost of collect in<^£

"Mra. Winglow'g Soothing Syrup"
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