
NOBLE DEEDS
OF
UNSUNG HEROINES

•'^^^HEj lived in Placer County, not
'svH'^'* rom where the pretty town of
>HJ^;? Auburn now stands, for it hap-
pened many-years ago in the early 'GO's,
and Iexpect that but few now residing
ihe,re have any recollections of the affair.
Tne .family' consisting of her father,
a miner, her mother and little brother,
•dwelt- in a .small shanty erected under
.cover of a convenient ledge. The shanty
, as a" miserable structure of two rooms,
'l/ut rt held- 'what many a grander dwelling
failed" to contain, a loving household.
The mother lay sick with the fever, ana
Carmen, 'then a girlof 12, performed the
'irudeery of the house. Her little brother,

\u0084a", curly-headed romp of five, was Car-
\u25a0een's' great responsibility. The father
\ •was away from early morning until late
at night" at- his work, and so the little
lianas of 12 found plenty to do. Incom
"moh -with, the custom of miners, the
i&Uierkept a store of giant powder in the
"house," which inthe present case was con-
."t'arned in a sack placed in an old box that

\u25a0 qtQod by the foot of the bed where lay the
sick • mother. The upper part of the

'.shanty, jinder the sloping board roof.
.."was- utilize as a stowage place for old
dunnage and. rubbish. One night the

..father. was absent in the mine, on night-
TCi\rk. . By "some means the shanty took
iire;.proDably from the cracked and defec-

\u25a0 :"aaobe chimney. Carmen awoke to
.find- t.hat 'the roof was afire and sparks |

\u25a0dropping down.
;."f:pringing up, she loudly cried to \u25a0\u25a0

.'aw-aken her-- mother and Tommy, but the
littie-boy became frightened and hid his i

\u25a0';He"ad Deneath the covers of his bed. Car-
\u25a0rn"er> sprang to lift him from the bed i
when-she saw a shower of sparks falling j
upon the powder-box. Recognizing the

.6wf-ul danger, she attempted to leave the
'

\u25a0.child. for the moment and carry out the j
,io'wjier, but in her excitement she caught I
Jjer"foot in the overhanging bedclothes

fellto the floor, breaking her thigh'
bone.- Unable to arise, the brave girl

'. c?a;wled to the box of powd-r, and draw-
ing herself up, covered the box with her
;l'.ojiy.. The mother had by this time sue-•
ceeded in getting out of bed and getting

\u25a0 outside the now furiously burn ing shanty, |
and managed to take with her the little i'
boy. The cries of Carmen: "Oh, take
Tommy out, won't you!" turned for a
tihie the mother's thoughts from her

.dau-ghter's danger. The lire had aroused
.some "of the neighbors, who speedily ran j
\u25a0to the burning shanty and lent what aid j
they could.. Carmen was discovered and
.removed. Her rescuers found her almost
hidden beneath a mass of burning cinders,
Jiar back frightfullyburned. Tender hand's
bore her to a neighboring shanty, where

oall that could be done to alleviate her suf- i
fering was-eagerly bestowed. But human j
aid- came too late. The brave little spirit
i tigered until the following day and then
departed for a brighter land. Itwas no:
.known until after she had recovered con-
sciousness, a short time before she died,
thai she had broken her leg. Her last
words were, "Kiss me, Tommy, dear; I've
paved yoaand I'mso happy."

• -.The world is prone to indulge in hero
.worship. Arid jtis right and well that it
Lthorild do so. For the better qualities
[that goto make up our manhood and
VsoTnanhooa.grow and strengthen with the
exercise ofour sentiment aroused insym-
.pathy with heroic deeds. Yet the world
•is apt t© overlook the lesser in its contem-
plation of the greater. The girl who on
her homeward journey by way of the rail-
road-track discovered a broken rail, and,
taking off Her petticoat, waved it
toward the coming passenger train,
found herself famous because of the cir-
cumstance's which placed her act so prom-
inently before the public. The press sang
the praises of the heroine and placed her
name upon the lips ofthe multitude; but
the other girl,who from childhood labored
and slaved to support with the toil of her
hands a sick mother and a drunken father
until when death brought a blessed relief it
loqnd her a woman in years, but past the
realization of; a woman's hopes, was a
greater heroine although unknown.

Noble, deeds are not confined to the
crowded battlefield. The self-sacrifice
made by humble hearts in lowlylife, of'en
yiisung, are fully as noble as are those
acts which performed in the full view of
the worJd hav=> received the plaudits of the
Multitude. Out on the bosom of the Pa-

tic, beyond sight ofland iie the Farellon
Islands, a few fishermen's families reside
oh the-lbnely recks. The littlechildren of
'•he fishermen are by their utter isolation
'barred from partaking of the priceless
eritage of the average child, the free edu-

cation which crowns the American child
a king. A San Francisco girl, cultured
and" beautiful in feature, but more beautj-
lul in heart, gives up the enticing pleas-
ures 0/ city Jiving and, takes up her resi-
dence upon the dreary Farralones to teach
;he fisher's children. The act has no dra-
matic side judged from the sensational
\u25a0tandDoint, but itis a most noble deed in

all that marks the grand nobility of true
womanhood.

Yet more prominent than even this
stands out the bravery of those heroines,
also of the Golden Gate City, who in re-
membrancfl of Him who taught and prac-
ticed charity are to-day dwelling amid the
leper colonies npoa distant islands, self-
ostracized from friends, save through the
cold mediumship of letters, which are few
and far between. Such bravery is more
than noble, it is divine.

The gift* of Phebo Hearst and
;Mrs. Stanford to mate possible the
!enlightenment and betterment of

their fellow mortals are deeds of noble
womanhood that add brilliant luster to
the fair repu'e of gentle names already

iclothed witn grateful remembrances. Itis
jnot Ihi province of this short article to
enumerate the noble actions of scores of

iother true-bearted San Francisco women.
:Unsung by earthly poets their heroisms
; willreceive recognition in sweeter songs

tunea to ceie>tial harps immortal and
;divinely harmonious. Itis but 10 call at-
| tention to the fact that, amid the clasii

and cru>h of loud-voiced lame, there runs
a golden strain oj numan melody, sweet
but soft, which needs that the strident
oounds be hushed before the angelic note
is he.ird

—
Fullmany a rem of purest r»v serene,
Thftdark unfaih-jmed cav^s of o.em btar.

White House Etiquette.
When the President and his wife drive

out the President sits on the right hand
an.i his wife on tiie left, says the Illustra-
ted American.
If there are others in the carriage.

wbetner ladies or gentlemen, they must
sit with their backs to the hordes. When
Mrs. Cleveland was first married she tried
tne experiment ot placing her mother
opposite the Pre-3. dent and herself in the

the Presidential landau, but the people
laughed at it so immoderately and pro-
fessed to think Mrs. Folsom (as she was
then) to be the maid, that it was speedily
dropped. When the President's wife
drives alone she sits in tbe right-hand com-
er

—
the place cf honor.

The lady of the White House cannot
set foot within those splendid houses in
Washington whose flagstaffs mart the
foreign embassy or legation. She could
not go without the President, and as an
embassy or legation is technically a part
of tne country itrepresents the President
could not co

—
so that she never sees the

inside of a diplomatic house as long as
she presides at the executive mansion.
Tne President dines only at Cabinet
houses and his wife cannot dine any-

[ where without him. President Arthur
Idined with Judges of the Supreme Court
| and with Senators, but as he had no
! wife the whole system was very much

simplified for him. The President's wife
may, if she chooses, go to luncheons
where tliere are no gentiemen, or to teas,

iboth being regarded as strictly Informal 1

ibut the danger of givine offense by accept*
iingone invitation and declining anotiier
is so great that it is seldom or never
risked. -•—•>—*

When Morocco's Sultan decides to mar-
ry, me whole country becomes shrouded
ingloom, as every subject must contribute
a wedding present. The Sultan is about
to take a second wifeand much discontent
is reported.

SPRING SCENE IN PICTURESQUE MILL VALLEY.

THE FINEST TROUT REGION IN ALL THE WORLDTp-HE Gualala River region is sur-
v'l'.v passed in picturesqueness by no
-j*f(/ otuer section of California. The
river itself rises in the neighborhood of
F.>rt Ross and flows northerly, paralleling
the ocean's shore, until itempties into the
?e3 just on the dividing line between Men-
docino and Sonoma counties. It flows
through a country that alternates from
DC uMon.il clearing*, where the dairyman
finds sweet and abundant fodder for his
henls, to a region ciothed in the densestforests, that have so far been undisturbed
y the wooJman's ax and with a prospect
of continuing in that state until the com-
mercial demands for the products of the
redwoods encompass the fall of these
monarchs of forest growth.

The coast presents the saroo character-
istics that distinguish the whole line from
San Francisco Bay to Oregon. B.uffs ex-
tend along the entire distance. There are
landings, but no ports. The whole aspect
of the country from the ocean is wild and
forbidding aim affords endless vistas of
rolling hills and rocky heanlands, with
the Pacific ever dashing in fruitless vio-
lence againit the shore.

From the sea tnese low mountains seem
to be clothed from base to summit with a
dense growth of forest. Tho ciearings are

inshore and the few landings are not
visible. The aspect is that of a<ouutry
given up to nature entirely, abandoned
and awaiting the advent of settlers to de-
velop its unknown possibilities.

He wever discouraging the ocean view of
the Sonom:i coast may bp, a journey
through the region by land affords some
of the most entrancing pictures that can
satisfy even the most jaded of nature's
worshipers.

L ve:y valleys are found, stretching
into the interior, in which some of the
iinest farms in tiie whole fertile county of
Sonoma exist. Tae climate is moderated
by the cool breezes from the ocean, and
the effect upon tlie growth of fruits, for
instance, is shown b/ the quality of the
productions. Tiie peaches, plums and
apples of the coast valley." are surpassed
nowhere for their size and flavor.

Quite as celebrated are the dairy prod-
ucts of West Sonoma.

Through every valley and down the pre-
cipitous canyons of the range flow the
rivulets and tributaries into the Uualala,
to swell the volume of the parent stream.
These rivulets abound in trout which have
spoited in their cool shady pools for cen-
turies, undisturbed by the fisherman.

The valley of Sonoma, encompassed

round about by the loftyelevations of the
Coast Range, affords every variety of view-
that the most exactinz observer can de-
mand. Asection of unparalleled fertility,
its range of production varying from the
orantre to the hardier fruits of temperate
climes, such broad acres of grapes, plums,
peaches, and apple*, such billowy fields of
grain cannot be equaled in :ili the States.
It is no wonder, therefore, thnt so

thrifty and prosperous a people should
have been attracted by so lovely a spot

—
well watered throughout its lenctti ana
breadth, with crops of such abundant
yield as to astonish all who are unfamiliar
withits capabilities.

Though settled early in the history of
the State, there remain at this flay por-
tions of the county which are almost as
nature created tnem. This is particularly
the case in that section lying beyond the
summit of the ran^e bordering on the
'coat. There are no barb >rs to speak of,
and approach by the sea is possible only
inexceptionable weather, when the rein-
less Pacific calms down and its mon-
strous rollers cease their reverberations
for a while. Then small steamers can ap-
proach the shore, anrt by means of chutes
extending ft'X) or 600 feet receive their
loads of lumber or merchandise. These
steamers always approach this const
under great apprehensions, with steam up
and in shape for a hurried departure.
Numberless wrecks are chronicled along
this coast, wh eh has been the grave of
many a hardy mariner.

Condition* are favorable on the wostern
slopes for timber growth, which n-alies
here the limit of magnitude and variety.
It ia the ideal home of the redwoods
which for centuries have grown undis-
turbed by the woodman's ax. Com-
paratively little of the forest area has
been disturbed, and there remain great

J forests of these majestic trees to excite the
j wonder of the present generation. Thej occupation of the region is almost solely
:in lumber, though in time to come the
r dairy interest will supplant it. For.lum-

bering the country is well adapted, near
!to the ocean and the great markets, while
j th •

Guaiala River an.i its tributaries af-
ford abundant power for the mill ami
easy .cces* to th? sea. To one unfamiliar
with the means of marketing lumber a
visit to a lumber camp on the Uua!ala af-
fords a new sensation. A meander
through the silent forests will*induce re-
flections in the most unimpressionable.

There is a majesty, a stillness in the<e
mighty lanes of great trees that is apt to
seriously affect even on^> whose sense of
his own importance la of the most ex-
aggerated character. The great teams of
soni6iimes forty oxen dragging one o:
those gr»at redwood trunks to the millis
a sight for jaded intellects, while the com-
munion with the hardy and unconven-
tional lumbermen, rough in manners anr<
reckless in speech, is an experience that
opens up a new vista of life. Those who
know least about this venturesome and
hazardous life are the ones who most
enjoy a near view of it.

Aside from the industrial capabilities of

the Gualala region, the opportunity which
itoffers to the person in search of recrea-
tion is indescribably fine. The river itself
is a mountain stream feel by affluents from
the purest springs of the highest altitudes,
the very ho lieof the California trout.

Wliere else in the world can more com-
plete and satisfying st>jrt be loond for the
angler? Flowing through a country where
the population is comparatively sparse,
these tributaries of the Gualala are rarely
fished. The angler is the master of the
situation. The number of trout that he
may capture is unlimited. He need only
to relate the experience of one day's catchon ihe Gualala to entitle him to the proud
distinction of the champion prevaricator
on subjects of fish In his club! The Gua-
lala is accessible from Cazadero by stage.
Tiie route over the hills is romantic and
varied. The traveler will find th« people
of the region most hospitable and accom
modations excellent. The views were
taken by Charles -Weidner, an enthusi-
astic angler, who records some wonderful
catches.

The clothing of the British army and
navy together costs tho country between
a million and a million and a quarter an-
nually.

BIRD-MUSIC IN MILL VALLEY
Success of the Experiment of Importing Feathered Songsters

From Foreign Glimes

SiVER in Mill Valley, in Marin
J County, beneath the shadow of
jiMount Tamalpai*. where the great

redwood trees rear their massive trunks
heavenward and the freedom and beauties
of nature abound, the energetic citizens
have attempted an exper m^nt in the im-
portation of songbirds with a degree of
success that has attracted tte attention of
other favored communities, which, iti*
safe to say, will follow Mill Valley's ex-
ample, and the leathered songsters of
foreign climes will become scattered over
the broad expanse of the State to multi-
ply in vast numbers. Were the birds only
pretty to look upon and a pleasure to listen
to their propagation might be considerei'.
in the nature of a luxury,but the greate-t
benefit is the protection which the birds

give by assailing every insect that lives
upon and destroys the plants. Ttie de-
vouring caterpillars •which feed upon the
delicate leaves and mar the natural beauty
of the trees are quickly disposed of by the
birds.

The experiment made by the people of
Mill Valley required but a small outlay.
The sum of $_'(>« 90, all of which was raised
by popular subscription, is the total
amount expended by the society, and
through tneir courtesy The Call is en-
abled to give the figures and expenses in
more detail. The aviary cost ijfiL65 ami
was erected on tiie property of one of the
members of the society, Dr. Barkan.
Keeper's fees, seed, manure, provisions
and carriage hire amounted to $27 75. Ten
pairs of skylarks at $4 a j.air, 10 pairs

Ichaffinches at $3 a pair, 10 pairs thrushes
»1 >S a pair and 10 pairs goldfinches at
$2 7a a pair amounted to $177 50.

The idea df importing songbirds to fill
| the woods about Mill Valley with their
merry warbling w:«.s suggested aboui a
year ajro, and while many favored the ex-

• periment few could be found with suffi-; cient courage to undertake the work.
Finally, through the efforts of Anton
Michnliischke, a few lovers of buds came
together for the purpose of thoroughly
discussing the proposition, and shortly

iafter this meeting the Society for the Ac-. ciimation and Protection of Singing Birds
!of Mill Valley was formed. Arrangements
j were immediately made for the purchase

!of a consignment of foreign songbirds,
j and Dr. Barkan offered the society the
j free use of hi9property on which to erectj the aviary where the birds could be kept
[ until they had become acclimated.

The membership of the new organiza-
tion increased as iniercst in the project
was manifested and the following well-
known gentlemen compose the society:
A. C. Hinz, Loveil White, Anton Michai-

j itschke. C. P. Runyon, P. W. Marvin,
J Captain Henry Biogham, C. Toohey, Gus-
j tav Schroeder, A. Eloesser, A. Roullier,
ICharles MaytrSr., Max Schmidt, Henry

C. Campbell, Eldricige Durbrow, Ernest L.
Hueter. William McCann, Oscar Cappel-
man, Prison Director Daniel E. Hayes.
Dr. A. Barkan, J. P. Fitzgerald, Gustav
Marcus, D. C. Gutscho*.

Mr. M elialifschke was the primemover,
and in the face of discouraging remarks

! from people who prophesied illluck and'
failure, the work of the society progressed.

| During the first week of last November
\u25a0 the birds arrived in MillValley, there be-
ing four varieties— skylarks, chaffinches,

! thrushes and goldfinches. The larksjcould not be caged. They sing only aa
;hey soar and experience has shown that
they are liable to injure themselves incon-
finement. They were consequently liber-
ated on the open hillside. One lusty male

J took to the wing immediately, being eyi-'dently invigorated by the sunshine and
j balmy air, and having soared nigh aboye
| the valiey burst into song. These larks
|have now commenced to sing and can be
seen hoverine about the valley every day.

A new difficulty confronted the society
;in the shape of the small boy with a pop-
jgun- Ifthese lads were allowed to shoot
iat the imported birds the work or" the
!society would have been for naught, and
:so Justice Thomas Fottrell was appealed
to. lie issued a manifesto that had the

Idesired effecr, and the dire punishment
iwith which the small boy was threatened
ihad immediate effect and no trouble waa
experienced from this source. Then the
small boy and the popgun were turned to
advanta.e, for the society offered a bounty
for the scalp of all bluejaya shot in Mill
Valley. These birds not only attempt to
kill the songsters, but rob their nests,
break the eggs and kill the young. To
exterminate them the society proposes to
adopt stringent methods.

After being confined in the aviary since
the first week in November of last year,
the thrushes, go:dtinches and chaffinches
were given ;heir freedom last Sunday
morning. It took almost two hours to
drive the birds from the aviary. For al-
most four montus they had been confined
there, and they seemed reluctant to leave.
Tkey flew to neighboring trees and filled
the air with song. Ttie Mill Valley So-
ciety's work had been successful.

Frederick. P. RuinrOH.

The JYloVers.
Parting was over at last, aud all the good-bys

had Deen spoken;
Up the long hi.lside the wide-tented wagon

moved slowly.
Bearing ihe mother and children, while on-

ward before them the father
Trudged with his gun on his arm and the

faithfulhouse dog beside him,
Grave and sedate, as liknowing the sorrowful

thoughts of his master.
April was in her prime, and the day in itsdewy awakii.g;
Likea great flower, alar on the crest of the

eastern wooiland,
Goldeuly boomed the sun, ana over the beau-;

tiful valley,
Dim with its dew and shadow, and Dright with

its dream of ariver.
Looked 10 the western hills, and shone on the

humbib pio^ession.
Painting with splendor the children's eyes,

aud the heart of the mother.
Beauty and fragrance and song filled the air

like a palp^bie presence.
j Sweet was the .-mell of the dewy leaves and

the iliwcriin the wild wood.
Fair the loug reaches of sun aud shade in the

aisles of the forest.
Glad of the spring, nnd of love, and of morn-

ing, the wild birds were singing;
Jays 10 tac!i otrMir ca.led harshly, then mel-

lowlyfluted together;
Sang the or.ole sours as golden and gay as his

plumage.

IPensively piped tha querulous quails their
greetings uufrequent,

j While, on the meadow elm, the meadowlark
gushed forth In music,

j Rapt, exultant, and shaken with the great joy
of liissinging;

j Over ihe nver, loud chattering, aloft in the
air, the kingfisher

Hung ere he dropped, like a bolt, in the water
Lo:ieaUihim; '

Gossiping, out of the bauk flew myriad twit-
tering swallows,

IAnd in the boughs of the sycamore quarreled
aud clamored the blackbirds.

Never for these things a moment halted themovers, but onward
Up the long hillside the white-tented wagon

moved slowly,
Till,on the summit, that overlooked all the

beau iiful valley,
Trembiiug and spent, the horses came to a

standstill unbidden.
Then from the wagon the mother insilence

to: down williher children,
Came and stood by the lather, and rested her

hand on Ins shoulder.
!Long together they gazed on the beautifulvauey beiore them;

;Looked on the well-known fields that stretched
away to the woodlands

j Where, Inthe dark lines of green,, showed the
milk-white crest of the dogwood,

Snow of wild plums in biooiu and crimson
tints oi the rosebud ;

Looked oa the pasture fields, where the cattle
were laziiy grazing,

Softly and sweet and clear came the faint, far
notes of tho cowbells;

j Looked oa the o.t-.rodden lanes, with their
elder and blackberry borders;

Looked on the orchard, a bloomy sea, with its
billows of blossoms;

jFair was ihe scene, yet suddenly strange and
all unfamiliar,

!Like as the faces of friends when the word of
farewell has been spoken.

Lohjc together they gazed; then at last on the
little log cabin.

Home for so many years, now home no longer
forever.

Rested their tearless eyes inthe silent raptura
of anguish.

Upon the morning air no column of smoke
from the chimney

Wavering, silver and azure, rose, fading and
brightening ever;

Shut was the door where yesterday morning
the children were playing;

Lit with a gleam of the sun, the window
stared up at them blindly;

Cold was the hearthstone now, and the place
was forsaken and empty.

Empty? Ah,no, no! but haunted by throng-
ins and tenderest fancies.

Sad recollections of all mat had ever been, of
sorrow or gladness.

Once more they sat in the glowof the wiae
red fire inthe winter;

Ouce more they sat, by the dcor in the cool of
the still summer evening;

Once more the mother seemed to be singing
her babe there 10 slumber;

Ouce more the lather beheld her weep o'er the
child that was dying;

Once more the place was peopled by all the
Past's sorrow and gladness!

Neither mmht speak for the thoughts that
came crowding their hearts so,

Till,intheir ignorant sorrow, aloud* the chil«
dren lamenttd;

Then was the spell of silence dissolved, and
the father and mother

Burst into tears aud embraced, and turned
their dim eyes to the westward.

William Dean Howells, in The Trotter and
Pacer.

«, Consul Muth, stationed at Madgeburg,
describes to the State Department a farm
where eJectricity is the primary motivo
power. This ideal iarm is iocaied at
Mecklenburg, Germany, and receives it3
power frosn a srnail brook, which, by
means of a dam, drives an eighteen-horse
turuine. This in turn drives the electric
dynamo, whence power comes to operate
tue necessary farm machinery, pomp the
water ana light the farmhouse and barns,
ithas the merit of economy over steam or
horse power, besides the virtue of being
always ready when wanted*
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