
COOPER'S LOCOMOTIVE WAS NOT THE FIRST TO RUNIN AMERICA
This is a tale of the first locomotira thai

ever successfully ran iis lenctli on Amer-
ican soil. Ithas nothing to do witn the
old Caiilornia day", but shall take one
back to other climes, amid other scenes-
back to where the headwaters of the
Monongahela purl over J.lie pebbly bottom, j
amid the foothills of the CumberianJs.

The father of John J. McCue, a well- j
known hotel man in this City, placed on
tbe tracfc the first steam locomotive. Tne
elder McCue was amuch honored engineer, \u25a0

and during his life enjoyed preferment '

from the Delaware and Hudson Canal and
Railroad Company, to waom the first to*
comotivfl belonged. It tv from nis ;
father that Mr. McCue first learned of this j
obscure machine because of the blatantly i
echoed praise* showered upon Old Iron-!
y.ides. Ye Witt Clinton and John Bull j
have served to hi c t!:e glory that really

'

belonged to the Stotirhridce Lion, winch i
was sacQWtfully operated August 3,1829, i
three years before Old Iron-odes, ihemuch
extolled Baldwin locomotive, two years •

before John Bull and two years and six
days before the De Witt Clinton.

There is another source of information !

also. This latter is a "History of the
First Locomotive in America." written by

one William H. Brown and published by

the Appletons in 1>74. It is now out of
print, and one of the relics Mr. McCue has
gathered about him at his pleasant little
home on Eighteenth street. From this
book much valuable supplementary infor-
raation is gleaned, and taken with the
story told by Mr. McCue leaves no doubt
:hat the Lion was the pioneer Amer.-
can locomotive.

Mr. McCue's father was in the employ
of the Delaware and Hudson Canal and
Railway Company. But let his son tell
the story :

"My father was born New Year's day.
1807. and died April19. 1880," he prefaced
as he leaned over the Baldwin counter to
help bestow credit where credit is due.
"He was always a very bright dov and at

13 was a stake-driver for the surveyor's
gang that laid out the Erie canai. At 15
he was a sub-contractor and at 19, in l».ii
was the contractor for the Delaware and
Hudson canal. Itwas he wh • ran the
first boat over this canal. He died at
Denson, lowa, April 19, 1880, while on his
third visit to California, lie is now buried
at Pottsdara, N. Y.

"lt was quite a while before his death,
indeed Itlnnk it was soim time in 1857,
that he received a letter from John T.
McEntee asking about the first locomotive
ever operated in America. My father wai
surprised as he had always thought that
every one knew the Lion to have been the
viry first. My father was in the employ
uf the company in 1829— this letter came

twenty-eight years later— and put the en-
gine on its track, Horatio Allen being the
operating and my father the constructing
engineer. In answer to this request b«
had me write at his dictation. Iwas
young and the incident made a deep im-
pression on my young mind. So far as I
can remember the letter ran something
like ihu:

My Lear Jack: Your request received. Trie
Stoarbridee Lion was undoubtedly trie first.

Itmade its trip d'uwiug a large quantity of
stone August 8, lU'29, over h three-mile stretch
of track at Honesdale, Pa. At that timeIwas
workine, as Ihad been for some time before,
for the Peiaware anil Hudson Canal Company.
In the early part of 13J9 Horatio Aller., the
company's engineer, was sent to KnglauJ
to buy three engines. The first one,
the Lion, arrived *lay 7, 1829, via ship
John Jay, and was lauded at West I'olnt.
Ttie Eagle, the secoud, arrived via ship
Charles Hicks. So soon as the notification
reached us Iwas directed by I'resnient John
Buuon of the canal company to co to New-
York and bri::R up the engine. Ileft July 4,
l^'.t, nn,l nturnt d July 21, )5y July 'J5 Ihad

j the Lion on track, and August 8 Horatio
Alien got up steam and ran it,while attached
to a nurab.T of loaded cars, a distance of live
miles and back. This was undoubtedly prior
to all other trial trips ot anything of ihe klua
in America.

Here Mr. McCue after much search ing in

some drawers produced a piece of faded
paper with the followingdescription writ-
ten by his father ns a guide for the de-
scription which was embodied in the let-
ter. The description is:

•Those engines were built in England
at a town called Stourbridge. TlMjratood
on four wheeis, all drivers, of five feet
diamter, with caste hubs, oak wood spokes
and pulley*with heavy steel rims. The
boiler was a round cylinder. The smoke-

boxes had a iion's head on one and an
eagle's on the other and both of them
worked with connecting rods from the
wheels to grasshopper or walking beams,
one each side of the boiler. Those worked
the same as on steamboats on the Hud-
son."

"Afterall, however," continued Mr.
McCue, "the English locomotives were
deemed unsafe and discarded. The third
one, 1 was told, arrived August 1."

So far as the .Peter Cooper locomotive is
concerned itwas not even experimented
with until the summer of 1829 and it*
first successful run was not made until
August 28, 1830, or oue year and twenty
days after tbe trip by the Stour-
hridge Lion was made. This, however, was
the first American locomotive, and was
named the "Tom Thumb."

Tlie first locomotive of any kind was
built by Armand Cugnot, but it upset in
the streets of Paris one day and being con-
sidered dangerous was locked up. It is
yet preserved at the Conservatoire dcs
Artes de les Metiers, at Paris. But the
idea out of which has grown the present
railroad was first introduced by Chares
Thomas of Denton, England, February 11,

1800. before the Literary and Philosophical
Society of Newcastle, England. He was

supported by one Dr. Anderson, a co-
laborer of Watts, and it was ur^-eu that
stagecoaches placed on rails and propelled
by endless chains, with stationary engines
as the motive power, "might be made to
go at least six miles an hour."

This was all being done at a time when
little else was occupying the minds of the
mechanical scientists, and, deriving his
inspiration from the discussion, R'chard
Trevithick in 1802 built a s-tearn carriage
much like the traction engine of to-day.
The trial at London was satisfactory, but
on the country roads was a failure, and it
was later abandoned. A later invention
by the urae man, adapted for the tram-
ways, succeeded in hauling ten tona of

\u25a0tone on rails at the rate of five miles an
hour, but was also abandoned as being
practically a failure. Man) others followed,

including James Bramto;i, who built a
pu-dier which was so arranged that two
braces in the rear were made to alter-
nately press the ground, thus lurnisl.in"
the motive- power as a man pishes a boat
with a pole. It was of four horsepower,
and moved at the rate of two and a half
miles an hour.

All of ttae*e various trials on Englisn
soil, however, )ed up to the final ana suc-
cessful experiments of Gourde Stephen-

son, and all of his stndv and efforts were
embodied in the Kocket, made by him
and the successful competitor in the trial
of English-mad*? engines on October 6,
1829. Itran ihirtymiles in one hour and
torty-ek-nt minutes, and tnis r.'as consid-
ered marvelous speec*.

At tliis trial was Horatio A'Jen. asso-
ci;::ed with Jjbn B. Jervis, chief engi-
neer of the Delaware and Hudson Rail-
way and Canal Company. He had be.n

sent by Mr. J«rvU for th« «xpress purpose
of examining the engines with instruc-
tions to contract for tnrea of them. X -iLMillerof Charleston, 8.C., who n'as rel!i\tives now livingin Los Angeles, was &\%\a spectator. \u25bc

Mr. Allen, according to his instructions
had already observed the work of the
then strange machines, and havin c satis-
fied himself as to their practicability had
already contracted for three to be den
ered by a manufacturing firm at the R;v

7"

Stour, near Birmingham, England ti
*

first of these, called tbe Lion,and late^Btourbridge Lion, arrived via sa;
'

John Jay at N«w York, about Mar jjf
1829, or about five montus before the En
lish prize trial took place. Itwas imme-diately shut up in the yard of the West
Point Foundry Company at New Yors
and steam applied.

For days the curious and others flockedabout it,and files of the old New Yorkpapers contain graphic accounts of "the
way the wheels went round." It was not(hen tried on any track for the reason thatthere was none to try itoo inall the Em-
pire State. AboutJulyl.it was shipped
up the North River to Rondout, and thence

to the Delaware and Hudson canal, thence
by canal- boats to Honesdale, Pa.

AtHonesdale there were and are yet a
great many coal mines. At that time a
gravity tramway was used for tbe purpose
of carrying the coal down the hill to the
canal landing. By a rope, the cars were
named up again. Itwas to improve upon
this clumpy method that English engines
were purchased. As stated, »he Lion, the
first one to arrive, left New Yorß July 16,
and arrived at Hone-dale July 21. At this
latter place it was allowed to stand upon
the tract ten days, but, ail preparations
having been made, August 3 was set as the
date for the initial trial.

This data is fixed as the correct one by
the iact that Alva Adams, a distant rela-
tive of John Adams, once President, had
his arm badly shattered by the premature
discharge of a cannon used in the cele-
oration. Dr.E. T. Losey, who, till re-
cently, was a resident of Honesdale, am-
putated the arm. and he positive'v stated
tbat he amputated the arm tbe day fol-
lowing, but did not make the charge until
four days later. On reference to his books
it was found that the charge was entered
under date of August 8. C. F. Young,
gone.al superintendent of the Delaware
and Hudson Canal Company in the '7o' s,
doubted that statement, and further in-
vestigation showed that Dr. Losey was
wrong, for from an old tile of the Dundaff
Republican, in possession of Dalton Yar-
rington of Carbondale, it was found that
the exact date was August 8, 1829, thai tbe
iron monster first fe/t the quiver «;' i;ia
tnrough steam box and tnrottU fin th
American continent. Leonard FbwLr.B.

FIRST LOCOMOTIVE RUN IN AMERICA, "THE STOURBRIDGfc LION." BIRDSEYE VIEW OF PETER COOPER'S LOCOMOTIVE.

THE FIRST TRAIN OF PASSENGER-CARS EVER RUN IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK.
(The Locomotive is the "De Witt Clinton.")

SPEED TRIAL BETWEEN PETER COOPER'S LOCOMOTIVE, "TOM THUMB," AND A HORSECAR.

TWO RECENT DISCOVERIES IN THE SOCIAL LIFE OF SAVAGES
A Remarkable Exhibition of Hos-

pitality to Visitors on the
Part of Samoans.

One of the queerest customs of the
eentle Samoans was the cause of a great
deal of embarrassment to a party of 6an
.Franciscans a short time ago while the
tourists were sojourning in the sunny land
made famous by the pen of Robert Louis
Stevenson.

When a person of more than ordinary
importance is entertained by a Samoan
chief itis the invariable custom to per-
iorm the sacreJ ceremony of chewing the
kava and offering the liquid to the guest

of honor. When tne party is seated in
the chief's abode three or four of the pre:-
tie3t girls in the village are called into the
room and seated tailor-fashion in a half-
circle facing the one who is being enter-
tained.

Allbeing ready the chief hands each of
the zirls a quantity of icava nut*, a prod- j
net of the island much resembling the
betel nut, and they fall to chewing them
with ail the energy of Btrong jaws and j
perfect teeth.

This operation is repeated again and
a^ain, until a sufficient quantity of the
kava has been accumulated.

Then water is brought in and th^ juice
diluted until U suits the fancy oi the
cbief. (

Only unmarried women are permitted
to chew the kava nut, t .c fcamoan belief
being that unless masticated by virgins
the nut loses its best properties. At last
the brew —

if such it may be called
—

is
r»ady, and the chief takes up a quantity
in a cocoanut-shell cup and hands it to
the guest of the occasion.

Woe betide him if he refuses it, for this
is ihe most serious breach of etiquette
that can happen in a Samoan household,
and should the cup not b*drained to the

last drop the taboo is put upon him from
that moment.

The guest must drink with as much
decorum as the chief employs in passing
the cup. The effect of kava is as queer as
the method of preparing it.

The first drink produces noeffect beyond,
perhaps, a natural nausea, but the second
and third are more potent. The l:qu.d is
imbibed sitting tailor-fashion on a mat,
and after the third cup, the guest, unless
of unusual strength, finds it impossible to
rise. The Drain is a* clear as though the
liquid had been pure water, but, from the
waist oown, the body >eems to be para-
lyzed, ana thegue-t must ol necessity sit
and wat for the effects to wear away
unless helped to some other posture.

The girls who chew the nut are not in
any way inconvenienced by it, becau-e
they do not swallow the juice, and they
often appear to enjoy the predicament o.'
those who try vainly to rise from their
lowly feats. Allthai is necessary tosatisfv
t tie dictates of SSamoan etiquette is for
the rjrit.cipal guest of the oc< a-ion to drinfc
the kava, the rest being at liberty to par-
take o! it or not, as they choose. The
liquid tastes and loots like nutmeg water,

thouch a flavor of soap is often detected
by those who partake of it for the tirst
time.

Captain Luttrell. until recently master

of the wandering ?ciiooner Vine, char-
tered by Ha rah Brrnhardt for a bay cruise
during her last trin to the coast, and that
on her last voyage was supposed to be lost,
was recently in Samoa i.i company with
Captain Thomas G. Cushrnan, who is the
agent in this City for a number of vessels.

A trip on horseback into the interior
was arranged and when about fifteen
miles from Apia the mariners were ac-
cosied by a cuief, who invited them to
alight and enter his hov e.

They did so and he at once called in
three girls and ordered them to chew
kava for his guests.

Captain Luitreil, who had "been there
before," quietly informed the chief that
ins companion was a man of great im-
portance and Captain Cusbman was at
once placed in the seat of honor. He
looked askance at toe chewing maidens
as they worked industriously on the nuts
and wanted to leave.

"We can't do it now; it is too late."
said Luttrolim a horrified whisper. '-We j

HHUt drink when it is offered to us or
these people will feel very much hurt.
Like nt not they willstamoeiie our hor-es
in addition to treating U with scorn, and
we may have to waiK back to Apia."

Without saying so in so many words
Luttreil care Cushruan the ilea that all
must drink and that the first one to whom
the cup was offered must drain it without
a moment's hesitation.

Coshmaa looked at the savage-looking
chiel, thought of the long tramp back to
Apia, ami when the cup wns handed him
drained it immediately, though his face
expressed great repugnance. When the
cup was handed to Luttreil he was aston-
ished to see that individual smilingly re-
fuse it and then go into convulsions of
laughter.

What Cusnman said to Luttreil on the
way back to Apia cannot ba quoted here,
but he is still looking for a chance to get

even.

The Execution of a Cannibal.
It was in the middle of the dry season

and the night had been intolerably warm,
but by stretching my hammock on the
veranda, which faced the Roquelle River,
Imanaged to gain a few hours of Tent. It
could hardly be called sleep. With the
sun came rollingup irom the waste of salt
lagoons cloud upon cloud of noisome
vapor heavy with the poison that makes
life in Sierra Leone an uncertain problem
and has properly obtained for the spot the
term "the white man's grave." 1ordered
my boy to prepare breakfast and then,
taking up my book, flipped into a Madeira
chair and had read but a few lines when
my attention was diverted Irom itby the
regular tan. tap, tap of a distant drum evi-
dently marking a step. The sound came
nearer and nearer until suddenly only a
dozen rods from my bungalow from with-
out a erove of cocoa pairus em rjreit a
l> ack-visaged sergeant of the native troops.
Byh s side walked the drummer and im-
mediately back of them came three men
abreast. Two of these were uniformed in
the ganison tunic, trousers and fez. their
arms at carry; two platoons similarly at-
tired followed in clo«e ranks, while an
English officer brought up the rear.

The man in the middle particularly at-
tracted my attention by his stranse garb,
and as the company passed within five
yards of me Ireadily distinguished the
prisoner, for prisoner he was, as an Ini-
perri, one of a fanatical sect of natives
whose persistent practice of cannibalism
the colonial police had endeavored for
years to suppress. As Ibad been in the
Interior for several months and had but
lately returned to the coast Ihastened to
iniorm myself of the meaning of this
ante breakfast precession.
Itappeared that the Imperri trne, whose

habitat is less than twenty miles from
the seat of the colonial government, Sierra
Leone, on tha west coa-it of Africa, where a
pretense of civilization has i>een main-
tained lor more than a century, had very
recently been detected in another man
hunt, caught red-handed in fact with tne
remnants of their norrid feast scattered
on every sde. The prisoner whom I
had seen but a few minutes before had
been ad judged guilty of participating in
the offense, and tue death penalty was
about to be inflicted by hanging.

Tne African, witn "bis usual disregard

for the lives of his feilovrs, when not
closely watched by superior oilicers, is not
in the habit of taK;ng prisoners. The
trouble of I'cening and guarding them is

too great. But one meek old gentleman
who was caught in the act of grillinsa
tibia over a slow tire, preparatory to dis-
posing of it, was knocked over by the tfit
ofa sword wieuled by \u25a0 white officer, and
on regaining consciousness was bound
hand a:ui foot and unceremoniously
lugged down to tha coast in c >nimon

with a quantity of loot.
He was promptly convicted in the colo-

nial court of cannibalism, and Ihad ar-
rived just in time to witness the closinc
scene. The townspeon'e were swarming
toward the gallows, which had been
erected contiguous to the banks oi the

riyer, and, following them, Isecured a
place close to the old lmperri and ar-
ranged ray camera for s few shots. The
condemned mau was not at all ferocious
in his appearance. On the contrary, his
countenance was strangely gentle and
calm, and the Jong wiiite irown ihat en-
shrouded his body, hanging from the
neck, gave him quite a patrarchal aspect.

The better class of the Sierra Loonese
did not attend the ceremony, but hun-
dreds of Krumen, Mendis, Timnis and
ioulahs, arrayed in semi-civilized dress,
laugninu, jostling one another and calling
derisively to the principal in the tragedy,

The Practice of Cannibalism
Found to Be Still Flourish-

ing Near Civilization.
made up a motley assembly, such as can
be seen only In this Zanzibar of the west
coast, where thirty different dialects may
be heard in the streets withiu a radius of
live miles.

The Imperri was permitted to speak
for a few minute?, and this seemed to
bring to the surface all his dormant
ferocity. Ue vented his opinion of the

authorities, the spectators and his ene-
mies in general in unstinted language,

accompanying each phrase by violent
geitures. He told his hearers that he was
not loth to visit the land of the spirits,
but he assured ihem in a tirade of abuse
and invective that he would surely return
to earrh to naunt them and pursue them
with his presence. It is significant of
devotees of cannibalism that ihey never
admit the practice, and so in this instance
the old man's last words voiced his in-
dignant and eneigetic protest tiiat ne was
guiltless. The more timid of the on-
looKers became silent when they heard

the threats, as all Africans stand in great
awe of the dead and have implicit faith In
supernatural visitations.

Then, as the drum sounded a signal to
the hangman's assistant, who was con-
cealed in a neighboring clump of trees, I
turned away. Returning an hour later I
saw the corpse of the Imperri resting on
the ground near the scaffold, minus tha

right hand. The heart had also been re-
moved and buried with the amputated
member ina spot remote from that se-
iectel for the burial of she body. This
was in strict accordance with the native
belief that ifthe right hand and heart are
separated from the body the deceased is
thereby prevented from revisiting his
former abode or from doing lurther mis-
chief. This custom, abhorrent as it ap-
pears, is rendered necessary by the na-
tive's indifference to death, but as this in-
difference does not extend to the mutila-
tion of his body its effect is wholesome.

George K. French.

THE EXECUTION OF A CANNIBAL IN THE WILDS OF AFRICA.

A GROUP OF KAVA-CHEWERS.
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