
HER TEARFUL
WORDS FAILED

TO IMPRESS HIM
Clifford Meldrum Is a

Burglar.

IGNORED MOTHER'S WARNING

CAPTURED AFTER A VERY EX-
CITING CHASE.

Followed for Two Blocks by the
Woman He Had Robbed, He Is

Finally Cornered and
Arrested.

Despite the tearful appeals of his aged
mother to lead a better life. Clifford Mel-
drum. alias Charles Adams, was yester-
day caught in the act of burglarizing a
room in the Pearl House at Ninth and
Mission streets. His capture was brought

about by Mrs. Ashmore. the landlady of
the house, whose room he had entered.

Mrs. Ashmore wa.s seated in the kitchen
of the house when she heard a peculiar
noise as if somebody was trying to force
an entrance into her apartments, which
are directly opposite the kitchen. Rush-
ing into the hallway she tried the door of
her room, but finding it locked concluded
that she was mistaken. A few minutes
later she hear-. a similar noise, and
emerging from the kitchen she encoun-
tered. Meldrum in the act of leaving her

•room. Accosting him she asked him what
he wanted, when he ran along the hall-
way. followed by the plucky woman.
s The fleeing burglar dashed through the

entrance on Mission street and headed for
Washington avenue, which is off Mission
street, between Nil

-
and Tenth. Not-

withstanding that Mrs. Ashmore was hat-
less, she continued in pursuit of the bold
thief. After reaching Howard street

Meldrum jumped on a passing car. Mrs.
A_-hmore frantically waved her hand to
the motorman as if she desired to board
the car. The car was immediately stopped

and as the brave woman was within a
few f.et of it Meldrum jumped off and
ran down Howard street. Mrs. Ashmore
continued to low him and at the top of
her voice shout- "Stop thief!"
. Detective Crockett, who was on a pass-
ing street car, seeing Meldrum running
along the street, followed by Mr.- Ash-
more, joined in the pursuit. Several citi-
zens also joined in the chase, and Mel-
drum. realizing he could not outrun them.
entered the Hibernia Brewery and sought
to elude his pursuers by hiding ina wheat
bin in the rear of the brewery. He was
promptly discovered and taken to the
City- Prison, where he was formally
charged with burglary. A sum of money,
amounting to $13 50, which he stole from
Mrs. Ashmore's room, was found in his
pockets. The money was booked as evi-
dence against him. .Ym

~y;Y.
Secreted in the lining of his coat was

discovered a pair of brass knuckles,
which the detectives believe he intended
to use if surprised by one of the male
occupants of the house.

The
'following pathetic appeal of the

devoted mother was also found on him:
SEATTLE. Feb. 23. 1539.

Thursday. 12 m.— My Dear Boy: Your let-
ter reached me a moment ago, and Iknow If
you could understand the sorrow you have
brought to my poor aching heart that you

would never again he guilty of a wrong deed.
Ifjave not -.-en well at all for the past couple
-cf 'years, and Iknow of no greater reason
for my ill-health than this constant worry

about you. . . , _
I«eem to live in constant are;-, lest some-

thing wrong may turn up ti connection with
you. Try as Imay Icannot shake this worry

off Were lt not for my great will power I

should certainly have been laid up with nerv-
ous prostration long ago. Not a night do I

lie 'i-l my bed that
'

do not offer up a prayer
•to •God to protect you and lead you to do

• When your letter came C. had just come in to

lunch. Imust hide it from him. I cannot

allow him to be worried, lie is the soul of
honor .in every action, ana Ido think if you

should bring disgrace on him it would nearly—
_f not quite—kill me. Iinclosed the money to
you "whichItake from that given to me by

him toward my support. / snail be worried
to death untii Ihear from you again, and
Mow Ifyou have one particle of love or thought

for me do try and lead an honest life. You
promised me you would never do anything
wrong or bring disgrace upon me. "Why, then,

are you in trouble?
You cannot do wrong and not be found out.

AnotHer thingIinsist upon, ami that is that
you take -your own name an*, not bring shame
upon the name of dear old Mei. who never
did a dishonorable act in his life and only
brought good to uk all. Think well of what
Ihave said, and remember always that Iam
hcoing and pray that you settle down to

work and honesty. You irQl be far happier

than you are at the present time.. Write me
as;soon as you can. and for God's sake change
ycur ays. Your poor sorrowing

MOTHER

Th.-- detectives are convinced that Mel-
drum is responsible for a number of
lodging-house- burglaries. They expect to
locate his room to-day, and are confident
that "they will fir.d sufficient evidence to

warrant them in placing other cnarges
against him.

as a Representative Poet.
Kipling

Professor Charles M. '\u25a0"'•">' of the Uni-

versity of California delivered an inter-
esting lecture on "Rudyard Kipling,

the Representative -of the Anglo-

Saxon People To-day," in the par-
lors of the First Unitarian Church,
Geary and Franklin streets, yesterday af-
ternoon. The lecture was given under the
auspices of the Charming Auxiliary and
was largely attended. The speaker punc-
tuated his lecture by quotations from
Kipling's poems and explained the true

romance as well as Idealism which per-
vade* them. Concerning Kipling's status

as a representative poet of the Anglo-
Saxon race he said:

"Kiplingmay justly be termed, the rep-
resentative poet of both the Americana
and English for two reasons. First, be-
cause he represents the conscience of the
race and has interpreted to the people
their own state of being. ,, ?

"Secondly, in accomplishing this inter-
pretation he has ascended to the position
of a leader and has pointed cut by means
of his pen their duties. He has awakened
them to a sense of duty, and it nothing
else was considered his 'Recessional and
'White Man's Burden' give finely cut
evidence of this fact."

FOR THE EXPOSITION.
Building Trades Council Sends a Del-

egation to Sacramento in
Labor's Interests.

The Building Trades Council last night

ratified the action of its special commit-
tee, which decided last Sunday that or-
ganized labor should aid the promised ex-
position of 1501. It had been stated that
the workingmen were opposed to the ex-
position, and this committee was ap-

pointed to correct any such impression

which might now exist. The workingmen

think it is their duty, if they want help

from the exposition, to first help it along

when- their assistance is most needed.
P. H McCarthy and E. 1.. Malsbary

were delegated to go to Sacramento to
look after the interests of labor in con-
nection with the exposition.

The business agent reported that the
firm of Merchant & Nicholls has the
contract for repapering Pythian Castle
and Is employing non-union men. The
matter was placed in the hands of tho

executive committee for immediate ac-
tion. _

Art Association Election.
The election of directors of the San

IFrancisco Art Association willbe held at
J the Mark Hopkins Institute of Art on

March 28. The polls will open at 1o'clock
in th- afternoon and will remain open
until 6 o'clock. The annual meeting of
the association will follow at S o'clock %

The regular ticket to be voted for con-
tains the names of the following candi-
dates: Joseph D. Grant. Edward Bosqul,
W. B. Bourn, James W. Byrne. Willis E.
Davis, Henry Heyman, L. P. Latimer.
James D. Phelan. Horace G. Piatt, Irving
M. Scott and William G. Stafford. Bourn
and Davis are the only two aspirants who
are not serving on the present board.
They will succeed Arthur Rodgers and
George "Whittel. as there will he no oppo-
sition to the ticket. E. W. Hopkins, Fred
W. Zetlle and Frederick Tillman will
serve as the officers of election.

HILL AND O'BRIEN WAR
OVER PREROGATIVES

CORONER THREATENS DEPUTY
HEALTH OFFICER.

Alleges That He Has No Right to
Sign Death Certificates in

Chinatown.

A few days ago Coroner Hill went to
the plains of Merced for the purpose of
killing wild geese and jackrabbits. Be-
fore he left the city he sent a communi-
cation to Health Officer O'Brien, inform-
ing him that he had authorized Dr. Za-
bala, the autopsy surgeon, to sign death
certificates for him. To this note Dr.
O'Brien replied to the effect that no one
but a Justice of the Peace was authorized
to act in place of the Coroner and that
Dr. Zabala's certificate would not be rec-
ognized by the Health Office.

The Coroner returned yesterday with
several bodies of wild ducks and geese
from the market at Merced, and was in-
censed at Dr. O'Brien's action. In reply
the Coroner addressed the following note
to the Health Officer:

BAN FRANCISCO, March 16, ISM.
Dr. A. P. O'Brien, Health Officer, City and

County of San Francisco Dear Doctor: Ihave
just received your letter, dated March 13, in
which you say: "The State law speciflcally
states that during the absence of the Coroner
a Justice of the Peace must perform these
duties."
in the same communication you object to Dr.

Zabala countersigning death certificates re-
quiring the attention of your office. This is a
point lhat never has been raised to my knowl-
edge, and your department under the prevl.us
administration of this offlce accepted counter-
signs by the Coroner's deputies.
Ifind, however, or* looking up the law. that

you are right and that nobody but the Coroner
'. r a Justice of the Peace, in his absence, has
the right to certify to a death that has oc-
curred from any other cau- than .a sickness
that has been attended by a physician. This
being the case lt becomes my duty to notify
you that one of yov subordinates. Dr. Mc-
Murdo, has been for some time past signing
death certificates In direct violation of the
law which you quote.
Imust, therefore, ask you to issue an order

forbidding him to do so in the future. From
and after this date any cases of this kind must
be certified to or countersigned by me as Coro-
ner in conformity with the law.
Iam very sorry to deprive Dr. McMurdo of

the tees he was worit to receive for doing this
work, but you willagree with me that the law
is paramount.

Thanking you for calling my attention to this
law. which Ihad overlooked, and trusting that
you willsee to it that the law will be obeyed
in this 'egard in the future, and that you will
notify the employes of the Health Department
of my request in the matter, Iremain youre
very respectfully, E. E. HILL,M. D.

Coroner.

Dr. McMurdo was appointed about four
years ago to look after the deaths in the
House of Correction and the Old Indus-
trial School building. These buildings
have since passed out of his jurisdiction,
and he has been signing death certificates
for the indigent and Chinese, receiving
fees which mount up to a respectable sum
at the end of the month. He was appoint-
ed by the Board of. Health and is not
subject to the Coroner in any way. The
Coroner's action in the matter may give
rise to some litigation which will deter-
mine and define the rights, duties and
privileges of his office.

Will Get the Bonds.
Judge Daingerfield yesterday ordered

judgment entered in favor of the plaintiff
in the case of the Los Angeles Railway
Company against the People's Home Sav-
ings Ear*, which was brought for the
purpose of compelling the defendant to
convey certain securities issued by the
plaintiff corporation to secure the pay-
ment of bonds back to the railway com-
pany.

ENDED HIS TROUBLES.

JAMES
FINNERTY. who lodged with

Mrs. Brady at 813 Mission street, shot
himself in the right temple yesterday

afternoon. Death was instantaneous.
Mrs. Brady is at a loss to account for

the action of her lodger. She says that
the last time she saw him alive was at
about 2 o'clock yesterday afternoon. He
came into the kitchen with a bundle con-
taining his week's laundry under his arm,
joked with her pleasantly for a few
minutes and passed upstairs to his room.
About two hours later Mrs. Brady sent
her little daughter upstairs to fill the
lamps. The child pushed the door of
Finnerty's room open and was horrified to
see blood on the floor. She rushed down-
stairs and informed her mother, who at
once summoned a policeman. Officer
Frailer responded. He entered the room
and found Finnerty lyingon the bed with
a pistol beside him. He was fullydressed
and had on a clean white shirt, white col-
lar and white necktie. Before shooting
himself he had turned down the white
spread so that it would not be soiled with
his blood.

Finnerty was about 38 years of age and

a bag maker by occupation. He lost his
position last September and since that
time has been drinking heavily. He was
also subject to epileptic fits and was re-

cently under treatment at St. Mary's
Hospital. He was unmarried, his nearest
living relative being an aunt named

\u25a0 -Veil.
'

James Finnerty, After Making Deliberate
Preparations, Shot Himself.

NEW STEAMER
BUILDING FOR

COAST TRADE
To Be the Largest of

Her Class.

OVERDUE SHIP REACHES PORT

GAMBLERS WITH RISKS ON THE
ALCIDES HAPPY.

Battleship lowa to Be Repaired at
the Union. Iron Works

—
er Starbuck a Total

Loss.

A splendid steamer for the coast trade
is now being built on Ppget Sound for
the J. S. Kimball Company. She will be
235 feet long. 38 feet broad and 16 feet
draft. She will be engined In San Fran-
cisco, and is expected to make fifteen
knots on her trial, but on ordinary occa-
sions twelve knots willbe her speed. Her
carrying capacity is to be 1500 tons dead
weight, and she will have first-class ac-
commodations for 100 passengers. The
new boat will be sixty feet longer than
the Dirigo and the largest and finest
steam schooner ever built on the coast
An idea of the vessel's dimensions can be
gained from the fact that she will be ten
feet longer and 4 feet 7 inches broader
than the Pacific Coast Steamship Com-
pany's Pomona.

J. S. Kimball says the vessel will be
ready about next October. She will be
loaded -with lumber on the Sound and
towed to San Francisco. Her machinery
will then be put in and her deckhouses
built, after which she willat once go Into
commission.

The statement in this column yesterday
that there was an even chance for the
overdue ships Alcides and Carnarvon Bay
has in a measure proved correct, and the
reinsurance gamblers are In consequence
jubilant. Forty per cent was being paid

by the underwriters on the Alcides, and
yesterday afternoon she was reported
from London as having been spoken in
latitude 4S north longitude. 9 west, or
about 500 miles off the English coast. The
Carnarvon Bay is not a fast vessel, and
the Alcides is a clipper. The two vessels
were In the same latitude and longitude
in November last, so the arrival of the
Alcides makes things have a roseate hue
for the men who accepted 70 per cent to
reinsure the Carnarvon Bay's cargo and
hull. Both vessels have been rubbed on*
the board, as the underwriters do not
want to do any more reinsuring.

The battle-ship lowa is to be moved
down to the Union Iron Works in a day
or so. Her boilers are to be retubed and
other repairs made before she goes into
commission again. The work willbe done
by the Union Iron Works.

The Mai] Company's steamer acapulco
arrived in port yesterday away behind
time. She was tied up in Panama on
account of the strike and was not able
to get here on schedule time. She was
to have sailed again next Saturday, but
the Costa Rica will go out in her place,
and the Acapulco willsail ten days later.

The Acapulco brought up 11 cabin and
14 steerage passengers and 15 Chinese in
transit for Yokohama. The crew of the
steamer report that the Starbuck, which
went ashore on the coast of Central
America will be a total loss. Part of the
cargo will be saved and that is all.

The ship Olivebank went to sea yester-
day. The bar was very rough, but the
vessel is bound for the Sound to load lum-
ber for Delagoa Bay. and the wind being
fair Captain Young decided to put to
sea. The tug Relief towed him out past
the lightship, and the vessel then spread
all sail and went scudding up the coast.
The American ship William H. Smith for
New York and the Italian ship Cavaliere
Ciampa for Genoa, Italy, were also to
have gone to sea, but the captains de-
cided to remain in port and wait for a
change of wind.

The United States collier Brutus went
to Mare Island yesterday. She will be
overhauled and will then load coal for
Guam. The work of loading the trans-
port Cleveland is being rushed, and it is
expected to get the vessel ready for sea
by to-morrow. The City of Puebla has

,been cleaned up and will be ready to sail
as soon as the troops are aboard, while
the men on the Zealandia are working
night and 'day in order to have the trans-
port go out next week.

Felix Reid was badly hurt on the Brit-
ish ship General Roberts at Union-street
wharf yesterday. He missed his footing
and fell down the hold. His left ear was
nearly torn off and his eye was badly cut,
his scalp torn and his hip bruised. He
will be laid up for a couple of weeks.

Joseph Ambrose, a quartermaster on
the steamer George W. Elder, Is supposed
to have fallen overboard last Monday and
been drowned. He was on duty that
night and when his relief came he was
nowhere to be found. The George W. El-
der was on her way from Portland to San
Francisco at the time.

A STEAMER RECEPTION.

Tea and Sociability Aboard the Jap-
anese _>-earner Hongkong Mara.

The fine steamer Hongkong Maru of

the Toyo Kisen Kaisha was thrown open
for the recaption of the public yesterday

afternoon from 3 to 9:30 p. m. It was the
ship's busy time, as she sails to-day for
the Asiatic ports, and the steam winches
were hoisting in tons of cargo, but the
courteous Captain Filmer. assisted by
Surgeon Brimacombe of the vessel, re-
ceived the guests and conducted them
over the steamer.

The visitors, especially the ladies, were
loud In their praise of the elegant fittings
of the beautiful saloons and staterooms.
Nor was such praise amiss, for the Hong-
kong Maru Is the richest furnished mail
steamer that has ever entered this har-
bor her cost in England being jfoO.OOO.
In the grand saloon tea wa3 served each
guest by Captain Filmer and Dr. Brima-
combe.

*
The greater number of the visi-

tors went * aboard in the evening and
viewed the white ship's interior when the
electric lights were glowing in every
apartment. *:*'t?-yY'f , \u0084

The officers of the Hongkong Maru
are" Captain W. E. Filmer, Chief Officer
W. Smith. Second Officer R. Davies,
Third Officer K. Shirine, Fourth Officer P.
Ota Surgeon R. Brimacombe, Purser
John Darby, Chief Engineer W. Wilkins.
Chief Steward E. Smith, Second Engineer
J Crompton, Third Engineer W. Johnson,

Fourth Engineer F. Hardy.
The Hongkong Maru, like her two sis-

ter* Nippon Maru and America Maru,

were lately built in England by Sir James
Lalng "Maru" means merchant, to dis-
tinguish those vessels from ships of
war "Toyo Risen Kaisha" is Oriental
<v>mpanv, and that is the English for the
name of the firm that runs the three
splendid white steamers across the Pa-
cific. Their house-flag Is an open fan
adorned with the red sun of Japan, all
on a white field.

ANEW steam schooner now being built on Puget Sound for the J. S. Kimball Company willbe the handsom-

est and most commodious of her class on the Pacific. She willhave accommodations for one hundred pas-

sengers, will carry fifteen hundred tons of freight and will steam twelve knots week in and week out. She

willbe engined hete and willbe ready to go into commission next October.

LARGEST OF HER CLASS ON THE COAST.

The Pacific Exposition.
Three weeks ago a letter of inquiry was

sent to the members of the Merchants'
Association to ascertain their views upon
the proposed exposition in 1901. A return
postal was enclosed with the following
question. "Do you favor the proposed Pa-
cific Ocean Exposition in 1901?"

Secretary Freud yesterday ,said: "Up

to date we have received 394 responses, of
which 157 replies are decidedly In favor of
the proposed exposition; twenty-nine are
favorable upon certain conditions, while
195 answers are decidedly opposed to the
exposition, and thirteen are conditionally
opposed to It."

SUDDEN DEATH OF
JOSEPH MEDILL

SAX
ANTONIO. Texas, March 16.—Joseph Medill, editor of the Chicago

Tribune, died here this morning at 10:30 o'clock of heart failure. He
was conscious up to the moment of death, which he met with calm
placidity. He said to his private physician ten minutes before he died:
"My last words shall be 'What is the news?'"

He came here three months ago for his health, and had been confined
to his bed only five days. His grandson, Robert R. McCormick, was with

him in his last moments. His remains willbe sent to Chicago at once.

Mr. Medill was born in*New Brunswick in 1523. When he was nine
years of age his father moved to Ohio, where the son worked on a farm
while acquiring an education. He subsequently studied law and practiced

for some time at Massillon. In 1549 he founded a free soil newspaper in
Coshocton, and in 1552 established a Whig newspaper in Cleveland. In 1854
he became one of the organizers of the Republican party, and since that
time has been prominent in its councils. He removed to Chicago, and in

1355 became one of the owners of the Tribune. He was a member of the
Illinois Constitutional Convention of 1870 and the author of the minority

representation clause, and in ISTI was a member of the United States Civil
Service Commission. He was elected Mayor of Chicago in the same year

and later spent some time in Europe. On his return he purchased a con-
trollinginterest in the Tribune and had since been its editor-in-chief.

The Veteran Editor of the Chicago

Tribuoe Ca!rr)iy Says at tbe
Close "Wbat Is the News?"

WENT OVER A GRADE.

Serious Buggy Accident oh a Moun-
tain Road Near Santa Cruz.

SANTA CRUZ. March 16.— accident
occurred on a mountain road several days
ago which resulted in the death \ of a
horse and the serious injury of.a young
lady. Miss Lockhart and Miss Gunther
were driving along the grade near Felton.
The horse became frightened at some cat-
tle on the road and backed over the
grade and fell down the embankment fifty
feet. The buggy was smashed and the

horse was instantly killed. Miss Lockhart
jumped from the buggy, but Miss Gunther
had a narrow escape from death and was

1saved by a clump of bushes which kept
Iher from going the fifty feet. She was
injured seriously about the shoulder and

\u25a0 left leg and is under a doctor's care.
: m

i Moody to Preach at Santa Cruz.
SANTA CRUZ, March Dwight L.

iMoody, the world-renowned evangelist, is
|to visit Santa Cruz and will preach Mon-

day afternoon and evening at the Con-
!gregational Church at union services of'all the churches. . yy.
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I There are many qualities of Percales-

stationery. SWs Pure Malt Whiskey for mcdi- J» qualities that do not give satisfaction we The Stationery Department now ad- cmal use, regularly $1 bottle, this week- J
*donot keep. To-day only we place on joins the book section. To help you find ... .^-.
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sale 100 pieces Standard Percales, in it to-day, we offer Legal or Foolscap j Sherry Wine, our $1 per gallon qua ity,

5 turkey red, navy and black grounds, all Paper, the heavy quality, regularly 15c | this week ..71C 4
£ colors" fast.' 32 inches wide—our best 10c per quire-to-day only, mind you Pabst MaltExtract, the best tonic, per 4

J value at &C 2 Quires for 15c I dozen
- $2.30 «

& vaiue at »-»«* »

jj3_44444_t4«444 44444444444444444444444444444 444444444444444444444444-^


