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ed on daily papers in San Francisco
and all the prominent extreme West-
ern papers. During these months the
land grant was in my memory. but I
did -not have the means to examine
further into the matter.
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unknown.

I became infatuated with her -and
also saw in her a possible heir to the
Peralta grant. I induced her to accom-
pany me and returned to San Fran-
cisco. 1 made a satisfactory showing
of a partial title (which I had forged
with the aid of the Willing title) and
John W. Mackay stood sponsor for me
to go to Spain for the purpose of
pleting the title and determ
what lands the grant actual
sisted. I had a guarantee of 35
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the.Southern Pacific railroad was then
at its height. The Southern Pacific
right of way as surveyed ran through
the Peralta grant. I went to Hunting-
ton, Stanford agd Crockedr with the
Willing "title and they advanggd ma
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I went immediately to Arizona and
there, after much patient research and
a trip to Mexico, learned that the
Willing title was purely mythical. The
way of it was this: October 20, 1564,
in Black Canyon, Yavapai County, Ari-
zona, there existed a mining camp, the
principal persons of the camp being
Dr. George M. Willing - of St. Louis,
Don Antonio Pablo Peralta, his son
Miguel Peralta, Don Jose Ybarra, M.
Bernatto Guiness, Don Rafael Ma-
chado, Don Manuel Ramon and
Charles Lovejoy, a friend of Willing.
Among these originated the idea of the
Peralta grant. Another mythical per-
son executed a deed of this parole
grant to Dr. Willing, the paper recit-
ing that the grant had been ceded to
the father of the maker of .the deed
by the King of Spain for military serv-
fces in 1758 and that he had been forc-
ed to abandon it on account of hostile
Indians. Z It embraced 300 square
leagues of land located along the Gila
River, thirty leagues from east to west
by ten leagues wide, resting its western
border upon the eastern line of the
Pima reservatjon.

One of the alleged witnesses, M.
Bernatto Guiness, was a Frenchman
who afterward located in business in
L.os Angeles, Cal.,, but died before he

- explained his part in the matter, as

di4 also Don Antonio Pablo Peralta.
The only other Mexican, Don Rafael
Machado of Rosario, Lower California,
affirmed that a Spaniard named )
Peralta made the deed. The writing
was more that of Don Pablo, and he
suited the hero of Willing's tale bet-
ter than Miguel Peralta.

Willing represented that he had
given a pack train of sixteen mules,
valued at $22,000, for the land. This re
cites in a nutshell all I could determine
about the grant.

Becoming certain that Pinalto, the
name given as the maker of the deed,
was a myth, I forged the documents
necessary to shift the title into the Pe-
ralta family. Immediately the Peraltas
became so numerous that I realized
that a title in their names would never
do. After considering the matter sev-
eral months I decided to again shift the
title into some noble family of Spain
that had become extinct.

In the meantime I traveled much In
the towns where I could gain informa-
tion concerning the men who might be
interested in this title. I talked with
old residents and stored my mind with
many incidents that proved of great
value in later years. But I will pass
quickly over this period and come down
to the time when the great fraud as it
was presented to the Government be-




