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THEY MAY BE
THE VICTIMS

OF SPANIARDS
Dewey Has Several Theo-

ries as to the Fate of
Gillmore's Men.

6pecial Cable to The Call and New York Herald. Copyrighted, 1899, by
James Gordon Bennett.

MANILA,April 20.-
—Admiral Dewey, in an interview

to-day, said the expedition of the gunboat Yorktown
to Baler was purely to rescue Spanish soldiers and

priests who are beii gfed in the church there. The sol-
rs refuse ler when ordered to lay down their arms

by General Rios at the end of the Paris Peace Conference.
Imiral Dewey said he did not know what had become of

Lieutenant Ithe fourteen men in the launch. They
und the mouth of the river,but went beyond
of the Yorktown. His supposition is they

I by the Spaniards or by the 400 insur-
eging the Spanish garrison.

al Dewey declined to say what steps he would take
punitive expedition.

.' Rios, the Spanish commander, when interviewed.
Inot think the garrison at Baler knew the war be-

le United States and Spain had ended. He had sent an
er in January to tell the garrison to surrender. The garri-

. either not believing the officer or fearing they
rapped by the insurgents. Since then General Rios

I no communication with the garrison, and this is the
•rmation he has had that the Spanish flag is still flying at

• nglit the Americans were shot at by the insurgents.
Spaniards themselves are besieged and have no way of
to the river. General Rios said he had not been con-

sending the expedition to the relief of Baler.
Iread a letter containing General Rios' last appeal to

Ido, in which he said the release of the Spanish prisoners
ild create a bond of sympathy between the Filipinos and

DISASTROUS
FIRE VISITS

SAN JOSE
Facial Pippatrh to Th« Call.

FAN JOBE, April 20.— disastrous

fire brf'ke out in the cooper shop of
7-lor.vich's winery on West San Carlos
street, near the narrrw-gauge track,

about 1:30 this morning, and before the
flames were checked over $100,000 worth
of property was destroyed.

The conflagration is the worst that
has visitf-d this city for some time, and
owing to itbeing outside the city limits

and an inadequate water supply little

could be done to faye anything.

A. .rich's winery and the ware-
house of Castle Bros., fruit shippers,

with their contents were totally de-
stroyed, as was the residence of E. O.
Brown adjoining. Across the railroad
track, not a block away, art the build-
ings of the \u25a0\u25a0•-.

• Western Can Com-
pany and the Ban Jose Fruit Company,

nnd for a time it looked as though these
buildings might take fire, but a bucket
brigade did effective work. Had these
buildings burned the fruit industry

would have been materially affected, as
much of the valley's product is handled
by the fruit packing company.

The fire was d!» overed in the coop-
hop by Patrolmen Marcen and

Black. The West San Jose Hose Com-
: tvork, but they had not

ratue t" handle it. It
winery and then to Cas-

svarehouse on the east.

Just how the fire started is a mystery,
rk had been done In the (

. a year. It looks, how-

Tho winery building <^oKt $25,000 when
by A. Zirovk-h. In

240,000 gallons of wine.
machinery, iK-lting, etc.,

\u25a0 ,i]..ni» of cooperfige,
• $15,000. A ( onservative

and contents
. . • $7£ 000. s- .!:;•• of the wine

roperty of H. 11. Kooeev. On
•.(-- and contents were about

Insurant • . >>n the 10th of th|s
.J w. Rea <^- Co. wrote a policy

Itome Insurance
h. .J. A. Clayton &. me, Wooster &

BBman & Orvis
on wine and contents.

Brothers' loss is estimated at
The warehouse

waa •• I. O. I v. ho
ai $10,000, with no in-

Buran<
by insurance . They tost their pa<
outfit :m<i from 100 to 150 tona of dried
fruit. I--'. O. Brown's loss on his

and furniture is about $1500.•
Imi Zicovlch has been

a •. i-mbarrass<-<l a
puits havp pil<nl up a^'inst him. About

ir ;iu" another mysterious ftri
: n close proximity to thai of

morning, when some half a dozen
belonging to Zicovlch were <!\u25a0•-

\u25a0\u25a0i. At that time his loss was from
\u2666 II Jj'i.'KjO. with ample Insuranrv.

Th<-ro were two mortgages' on the
ry property. Julian Reia had one

and Mtf. Khofcldt another
there was a chat-

t.-l mortgage of $18,000 on the machin-
ery in th<- place. Zicovich stat'-d this

:ik that he was satisfied the Hie
was the work of an incendiary. He
had been in San Francisco negotiating

for the pale of his? wine. He placed

his losp at 1160,000, hut this is undoubt-
edly too hiph.

HI RAPELJI
SLAYER OF

LEONG TUNG
A Sensational Development

in the Highbinders' War
at Fresno.

SjwiaJ r>is>peteh to The Call.

FRESNO, April 20.—Hi Rapelji, the
deputy sheriff who acquired fame
throughout the State a few years ago

1 by his rapture of Sontap and Evans,
!created a sensation to-night by con-

fessing to District Attorney Everts
that he had shirt and killed Leone; Tung,
one of the victims of the highbinder

riot in Chinatown last night.
Rapelji is now employed as a watch-

!man in the Chinese quarter and was'
the first white man to reach the scene
of the excitement after the shooting

commenced. During the melee he
caught a Chinaman named Wong Duck
and turned him over to Deputy Sheriff
Walden. At the time he claimed that

:he had seen Wong Duck sh<x>t and kill
jLeong Tung.

At the inquest held over the remains
of the dead Chinaman to-da^- Rapelji
denied that he had seen Duck kill Tung.

but claimed that he simply caught him
running in the alley during the shoot-
ing. Rapelji's testimony was regarded

as rather peculiar and was a surprise

to every one.
To-night District Attorney Everts vis-

ited Chinatown in company with At-
W. I). Crichton and together

tht-y proceeded to cross-examine the
watchman. The latter told a number

onflictlng Btortes, but was finally

red by the attorneys and admit-
ted that he himself had fired the bul-

let which killed Leong Tung.
When he entered the alley after the

commencement of the shooting Hapelji

saw a Chinaman lyingprostrate on the
ground and being held down by another
Mongolian. A third man stood a few

iway and was discharging his pis-
tol at the body on the ground. The
man who was holding the victim down
was Wong Duck, the victim was heong

rho is now In the Morgue, and the
Bhooter was Leong Tung. RapHjl

rushed up and struck Tung, who
turned to run into an adjacent door-

ordered to halt and upon
his' refusal to do so Rapelji tired, kill-
ing him instantly.

The watchman then turned around
and Baw Wong Duck In the act of run-. from the body of the dead
Chinaman. He caught thp Celestial by
the queue and held him until the ar-
rival .'f the peputy Sheriff. After the
shooting Rapelji declared that the man
who had been lying on the groufid
jumped up and bolted. His dead body
on a slab at th" Morgue Is a mute con-
tradiction of this story.

PRESIDENT
IN FEAR OF

TOM REED
Believes the Maine Man Is

Looking Toward the
White House.

Spprlal Dispatch to The Call.

NEW YORK, April 20.— Thomas B. ]
Reed's change of residence from Maine j
to this city has created uneasiness I
among the friends of President McKin-
ley. They suspect that instead of ]
abandoning his Presidential ambition ;

Reed has merely shifted his ground to i
be in a better position to attack the j
convention next year.

Governor Roosevelt's admirers alFo j
are not overjoyed at having a Repub- j
Mean of Reed's importance invade the j
State. They fear he may stand in the
way iif their favorite when the time 1

t for New York to select candi- j
dates.

Senator Platt's friendship for the
'

former Speaker is looked upon aS an!
element of danger in the situation.
While ostensibly supporting Governor
Morton for the nomination in 1596, iti

was no secret that he was really for

Reed. Though he has made his peace j
with President McKinley and is now
on an intimate footing in the White i
House, the President's friends have not
forgotten the bitter assaults which he,

made upon President McKinley before
the St. Louis convention.

They are disinclined to credit the :
financial reason given by Reed's friends

for his removal to this city. They say

he was receiving a comfortable in- I
come, and that he would not have
withdrawn from his position of power |
and infitience in Washington merely for
the sake .>f increasing it. They sus- !
pect that a secret understanding ex- j
ists between him and Senator Platt j
whereby the fight which was lost in ;

1596 will be renewed next year.

With the seventy-two delegates of
New Fork at his bai k Reed would be
a much more formidable candidate for
the. Presidency than, he was as the can-
didate of the twelve delegates from
Maine. Moreover, his strength in New
England would probably be at his dis-
posal even sh^uM he becotne the can-
didate of New Fork.

Should there be a change of senti-
ment in regard to the results of the
war with Spain it is even feared by

President McKinl?y's 'friends that
Reed's anti-expansion views and his !
freedom from responsibility for the new
policy would make him strong in the
convention.

WOULD MEAN WAR, ONLY IT
IS NOT TRUE.

Story of the Imprisonment of the Com-
mander of the Falke Carries Its

Own Refutation.
THE story of the arrest at Apia

of the captain of the German
cruiser Falke by a party of Brit-
ish biuejackets, brought to Vic-

toria by the Australian liner Ao-angi
to-day, carries its own refutation.

The Aorangi does not stop at
Samoa on her trip from "Wellington,
Nf Z.. to British Columbia, but does
call at Suva, Fiji. The distance irom

Samoa to Fiji is only about 500
miles.

Giving the interisland steamer two
days to make the run of 500 miles
from Apia to Suva and the mail
boat 14 days to make the run from
Fiji to British Columbia, that would
make the news from Samoa bear date
of April1, or, giving &n extra 24
hours for the doubt, say March 31.

Thus the Upolo, leaving Apia on
the afternoon of April1, should reach \

Suva on the morning of the yd, and
the Aorangi (a 13-knot ship), pick- \
ing up the news on the afternoon of
April 6, on her arrival there, should
reach Victoria on the 20th.

The Oceanic Steamship Company's
steamer Alameda. which carried to
Auckland the cablegram in which
The Call beat the newspaper world,
giving the story of the ambush of
Lieutenant Lansdale and party, left
Apia on April 6. the same day on

which the Aorangi left Suva. The
Alameda also carried to Auckland
Rear Admiral Kautz's official account

of the ambuscade. Itis more than
incredible, itis impossible, that both
The Call's correspondent and the ad-
miral would have failed to mention
so important a matter as the arrest
of the captain of the Falke.

VICTORIA, B. C, April 20.—A
quoer yarn comes from Apia, via
Suva, by the steamer Aorangi.

The story was brought to the
Fijian capital on April 3 by the

interlsland steamer, Upolu, whirh runs
between the Samnan and Fijigroups.

It was said that the commander of the
1 terraan man-of-war Falke is now In
a position where he will make no more
trouble at Apia—at least for some time
to come 11* has, the tale goes, been
made a prisoner by the British, and
despite the protest of his compatriots,
both on the Falke and ashore, is held
captive on the British warship Por-
polae.

The story, as told to the Suva and
Honolulu papers by the late arrivals
from Apia, is that the captain of the
Falke Is charged with having supplied
the rebels under Mataafa with arms
and ammunition, having, the Upolu's
passengers say In interviews given to
the FijiTimes, been caught while en-

gaged, like a common filibuster, in
landing rifles and cartridges.

The Upolu'B passengers say the Palke
was, when they left, moored between j
the American cruiser Philadelphia and i
the British ship Porpoise, and was
likely to remain there, for it is said
orders were sent aboard her that ifshe.i

made any attempt to move she would
be blown out of the water.

Ihe
Falke's commander, according to

opra trader of Levuka, who reached
a mi his way home from Apia by
Upolu, had gone into a .small

\u0084•.,! cove about two miles below

ia in one of the Falke's launches,

Ihad, by preconcerted arrangement.

t a number of Mataaflans, to whom
was doling out stacks of rilles and

:es of cartridges when a squad of
tish bluejackets suddenly sprang out

from the plantation near by and sur-
prised them. There was no fighting.

The natives fied and the Germans sur-
rendered without resistance. They were
placed in the launch, with the rifles
they had intended to land, and hur-
riedly conveyed to the British warship

Porpoise, which lay out In the stream

Borne few miles from Apia proper.

The German commandant vigorously

Kested
against his arrest, but when

Upolu left he was still held on the
noise. His seamen were allowed to
m to their ship, but the launch and
arms and ammunition were con-

Realizing the gravity of the situa-
tion Captain Sturdee hastily sum-
moned Admiral Kautz from the Amer-
ican ship Philadelphia. The American
admiral at once went abroad the Por-
poise, and the situation was discussed
between the two officers at great
length. The result of the conference
was a decision on the part of the two

officers that, there being ample evi-
dence of the guilt "f the Germans,

they must stand by the action of Cap-
tain Sturdee.

Both ships got under way. and af-
ter they had taken up positions on
either side of the German ship, orders
were sent on board the Falke to re-
main at her moorings under peril of
immediate annihilation by the war-
ships on either side. The senior of-
ficer of the Falke was informed at
the same time by the joint command-
ers of the British and American ships

that they were prepared to back up
their action.

The German officer sent letters pro-

tecting against the action of Captain

Sturdee and Admiral Kautz, but made
no move.

With the issuance of the orders to
"lie still" to the Falke, communication
with the German ship was to all in-
tents and purposes cut off, and no one
w;ts allowed to leave or go aboard ihe
Falke without permission written and
signed of either Admiral Kautz or Cap-
tain Sturdoe.

The position is, the Upolu's passen-
gers said In their reports to the Suva
papers, greatly strained. The Ameri-
cans and British have come to a tacit
agreement that the flagrant acts of ih?
Germans in encouraging and aiding the
rebel chief Mataafa had gone far
enough, and when news was brought
to them that the Falke's commander
intended to put more arms ashore, the

Britishers planned the ambuscade,

with the abnve-tnld result.

Commander F. C. D. Sturdee oF the British Cruiser,
Who Probably Does Not Hold the Commander
of the Falke Prisoner.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN
A BEAUTIFUL PARADE

SACRAMENTO, April 20.—The en-
campment of the Grand Com-
mandery and department <\u25a0\u25a0 n
clave of the Knights Templar of
California opened in this city this

morni;:g with a short session devoted
to the presentation of reports, followed
by the annual parade and review. The
city never looked more attractive than
it did to-day, garbed in the Templar
colors >'f white and black, relieved by

the Stars and Stripes. On all sides the
decorations were in evidence, and in
many instances they represented th>
expenditure <>f much labor and money,

the business men of the city appearing
to disregard all other considerations in
the < ndeavor to make the visitors feel
that they were heartily welcome.

The main feature of the 'lay was the
parade this afternoon of the command-
eries. For such an occasion the weather
was simply perfection, the sky being

free from a single cloud and a soft
breeze cqoling the air. Thousands of
women, dressed in summer attire, im-
parted to the crowded sidewalks along

the linp of march the charm of fresh-
ness and color, and it is doubtful if

the Knights ever marched through a
city which beamed such a cheery hos-
pitality or invited more irresistibly to
enthusiasm.

The spirit of the day caught the musi-
cians, the plumed Knights and the
populace -ill at once, and- there is no-
body among the hundreds of visitors
wlif is not glad of the chance of having

seen Sacramento under such favorable
conditions.

The procession was headed by Thief
Dwyer and a platoon of police in uni-
form. Then followed, in order, the
right eminerit grand commander; grand

commander's staff; grand captain gen-

eral and his chief of staff; bugler and
orderly; Second Infantry band. Then

followed the first battalion, Sir T. B.
Reed battalion commander, compris-
ing Sacramento Commandery No. 2.
four companies. The second battalion,

incommand of Sir Thomas B. Hall, was
made up of Pacific Commandcry No. 3,

El Dorado Commandery No. 4, Oroville
Commandery No. 5, Nevada Command-

cry No. fi, Marysville Commandery No.
V, four companies.

The third battalion was In charge of
Sir J. W. Guthrie and was formed of
Stockton Commandery No. 8, Los An-
geles Commandery No. ?, Chicq Com-
mandery No. H. T.assen Commandery

No. 13, Red Bluff Commnndery No. 17,

Woodland Commandery No. 21. Colusa
Commandery No. :M. Visalia Command-
ery No. 'y>. Fresno Commandery No. 23.
Mount Shasta Commandery No. 32, four '

companies.

The parade proceeded through the
principal streets, over more than two
miles of smooth bitumen pavement, and

was watched by thousands. Along
Capitol Park the review by the grand

commander took place and the sight

was an impressive one when the
Knights marched along in the shadow
of the palms that sentinel the outer
edge of Capitol Park. Even upon the j
balconies of the Capitol itself people
had stationed themselves to catch an
advantageous view of the procession.

The forty-first annual session of the

Grand Commandery of the Knights
Templar of Calrfornia opened this
morning in the Masonic Temple, which
had been rendered a thing of beauty
by the handiwork of the decorator and
florist: The commandery was called to

order by the grand command* r, Robert
Morns Powers Of San Diego, who pro-

-1 to read his annual address. Re-
ferring to the recent war with Spain,
following the blowing up of the Maine,
the gvi-nd commander said:

These events are mutters of recent his-
tory and familiar to you all, and Imen-
tion them only to show that In this rec-
ord-making epoch our fraters, whether or
land or sea. nobly performed their part,
adding greater luster and greater mean-
ing to the term "American."

W« had gallant Sir Knight MacArthur
at Manila, Sir Knights Gobin and Moul-
tnn in Cuba, and at the front on the fight-
ing line at San Juan Hill and El Caney

could be found the modern Coeur de
Lion, (far honored frater, "Fighting Joe"
Wheeler.

But as Knights Templar and as citizens
of this greal republic we recognize one
grand, central figure, who hart previously
proven himself a patriotic soldier and

Stainless statesman, and who. whether in
the field "r In the forum, on the bench or

• bar, has always manifested that
unselfish devotion t" duty which touches
tii' hear) and rouses the enthusiasm of
the American people.

He stands before us in-day n magnifi-
cent personality, high up on the great

tal of popular approval, a typical
:ican of heroic mind, our h
mcd frater, Sir Knight William Mc-

Klhley,President >>f the Tnited States.
The address of the grand commander

was followed by an addref.d of w-lcome
to gocramento by I-:, w. Hale, nminent
commander of Sacramento Command-
ery.

To-night the Grand Commandery

held its annual banquet at Turner Hnll.

Edmund C. Atkinson of Sacramento
Commandery acting as tnastmaster. A
number of addresses were made relat-
ing to the work of the order and ex-
pressive of the amenities of the oc-
casion. Among tho persons chosen by

Mr. Atkinson to deliver the toasts weru
Reuben H. Lloyd. Dr. Robert M. Pow-
ers, John F. Merrill. E. M. Preston,

James A. Foshay and J. C. Campbell.

Masonic Hall is again illuminated to-

night with its 2000 colored electric light3
and tlie city looks as if it were in the
height of a spring festival.

The following is a list of the officers
of the Golden Gate Commandery and
the members of the drill corps who are
participating in the events here:

C. L. Patton, commander; J. C.
Campbell, generalissimo; Robert Mc-
Millan, captain general; H. D. Love-
land, senior warden; R. B. Moore.
junior warden.

Drill corps
—

William Edwards, com-
mandant; R. B. Moore, senior warden;

Robert McMillan, junior warden; C. S.
Benedict, paymaster; G. R. Armstrong,

commissary; J. G. Spauldim?, adjutant;
Sirs R. Ash, R. B. Hal.', A. S. T. de
Guerre. J. M. Wilkins. W. S. Miller, C.
Toohey, L. E. Spear, R. N. Carson. E.
H ('utter, G. M. Franks, W. C. Wise.
J. R. Aitkin. William P.. Phillips. A. F.
Waterson, S. J. Hendy, L. C. Hunter,
T. V. Harris. <;. i.. Darling. W. S.
Gage. IT.T. Emory, H. P. Tmbsen. C.
H. Murphy. 11. D. Loveland, H. M.Fir-
man. T. Frolich. C. V. Manner. Dr. A.
\V. McKenzie, Dr. T. J. Frazer. M. Par-
rish, W. H. Smith, C. L. Haskell.

MASONIC TEMPLE AT SACRAMENTO.

WASHINGTON OFFICIALS
DISCREDIT THE STORY

WASHINGTON*. April 20.—The state-
ment that the commander of the Ger-

man cruiser Falke had been arrested
at Apia by the British naval com-
mander was at once scouted by the of-
ficials to whom it was referred here.
Both Secretary Alger and Secretary

Long expressed their disbelief in the
Iaccuracy of the report. Attention was
directed to the fact that the Navy De-
partment heard from Admiral Kautz

!by cable from Auckland at a later date
Ithan that upon which the steamer just
\ arrived at Victoria must have sailed
\ from Suva. Admiral Kautz' dis-
Ipatches were dated April 4 and were

forwarded from the nearest cable sta-
tion, Auckland, April12.
It is pointed out in official German

quarters that the arrest of the com-
!mander of one warship by the com-

mander of another is an absurdity, and
moreover, cable advices have reached
the Embassy much later than those
which a steamer had brought to Vic-
toria. No such action was disclosed.
The British Embassy also is without
any Information of auch an occurrence


