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'HUNTINGTON AND SCHWERIN EMPLOY WASHINGTON LOBBYISTS TO PROTECT
THE DISHONEST CHINESE PASSENGER TRAFFIC OF THE PACIFIC MAIL
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Another local combination of lumber | have fallen until the necessity for or-

dealers is in the throes of collapse.
Time
in this city have attempted to organize
for what they believed to he their best
interests, and each time the effort has
been followed by failure. Competition
has been so keen that one by one there
have been defections from the combina-
tions, and then each dealer entered the

competitive fleld for himself, Prices
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The Dismissal of the Chief of the Chinese Bureau of This City Reveals

a (igantic Plot of the Steamship Company to Flood
the Country With Coolies.
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" Treasury Department expects J.
R4 n to arrive in San Francisco in
a day or two to take charge of the
' se Bureau, vacated by Meredith.
Collector Jackson will not have super-
vision over it as reported some time

officers?” inquired The |

|

nearly 4000 per annum. The first of
these measures and one that brought
consternation to the coolie brokers was
the appointment of Chinese Interpreter
Rev. John Endicott Gardiner, D. D., as
a Chinese inspector.
last man in the world that Jackson or

Gardiner was the |

|

Meredith wanted to see in the bureau. |

Meredith had spoken in the most con-
temptuous manner about him and to
him on one occasion threatening. phy-
sically to kick him out of the office.
Jackson was known to have a dispar-
aging opinion of the reverend gentle-
man also. Inspector Lynch was equally
disliked by Meredith, and although
Lynch and Gardiner had been the two
most active and successful members of

seriously alarming fact that the Secre-
tary of the Treasury was fully in-
formed of the mismanagement of the
bureau, and that he -had resolved to
put an end to it, no matter whether a
major or a general was to be displaced
thereby. The fact also that the ap-

pointment was made without consult- |
ing either Jackson or Meredith, or ask- |

ing them for a letter of recommenda-
tion, was another disagreeable element
of the episode. This was followed short-

ly after by the appointment by the Sec- |

retary - of Chinese Inspectors Tippitt
and Barbour, sent from the East to be-
come members of the bureau at San
Francisco. In the selection of these
three men the Collector and Meredith

1 and that is that the department has de-
| termined to manage the bureau from
Washington and in its own way, the
bureau to be independent of the Col-
lector, and the bureau and the Collector
being a check upon the lapses and er-
rors of each other. Furthermore, that
the department will not tolerate the
methods heretofore pursued in the bu-
reau which permitted that office to be
made the rendezvous for Chinese brok-
ers and their attorneys.
It is understood that Customs Sur-
| veyor Spear, who has charge of the im-
migrants on the Mail dock, will be al-
lowed to prevent gangs of highbinders
| from visiting the  (mmigrants and
| scheming with them to secure their il-
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| made such representations as to bring

abuse was not abated by any initiatory
step taken by Jackson or his friend
Meredith. It was done at the sugges-
tion of Special Agents Linck and
Smith, who, when they arrived here
and looked into the matter of the gross
mismanagement of the Chinese Bureau,

about a general and speedy clearing up

The laborers of California owe a
debt of gratitude to the firmness and
clearsightedness of the Secretary of the
Treasury, who refused to be influenced
by a great corporation and who was

both here and in Washington in Mere-
dith’s behalf to waver for an instant
in adopting heroic measures to protect
the people of the United States from
this flood of yellow paupers coming in
through the Golden Gate at the rate of

ganization again asserted itself, and
again combinations were formed.
Some time ago the Pine Manufactur-
ers’ Association was formed in this
The organization was established
by several of the more influential firms,
and as usual the organizers overlooked
the importance of firms that were not
taken into the compact.

! content,

These firms have been working quiet-

Orient to This Port.

the bureau, Jackson refused to appoint
either one to the head of the bureau
when the place was vacated. The cold
shoulder extended to the inspectors
named ' might be interpreted, in the ab-

sence of a more plausible theory, as
an Intimation that virtue was to
be its own sweet solitary reward in

the bureau.
diner and Lynch had
disliked because they were too zealous
in the discharge of their duties.
Hence the totally unexpected ap-
pointment of Dr. Gardiner to a position
where he would be untrammeled in the
discharge of those duties with which
he had been intrusted was a bitter dose
for the coolie ring. It also revealed the

ly but effectively and thev have won
their reward in seeing the first mate-
rial signs of disintegration in the ex-
clusive association. The Pine Manu-
facturers’ Association met a few days
ago to discuss the affairs of its mem-
bers. Trouble had been brewing and
an effort was made to silence the dis-
Outside firms had been cut-
ting prices and securing trade which
the members of the association believed
belonged to them.

At the meeting held to consider the
matter the following firms were repre-
sented: Tacoma Mill Company, Pope
& Talbot, D. H. Bibb Lumber Company,

E. K. Wood Lumber Company, Renton, |

Holmes & Co., E. B. Dean & Co., Bel-
lingham Bay Improvement Company,
Gardiner Mill Company, Pacific Pine
Company, E. S. Slade Lumber Com-
pany, Clatsop Mill Company, Grays
Harbor Commercial Company and
Simpson Lumber Company.-

Shortly after the meeting opened the
representative of the Gardiner Mill
Company asked permission of his asso-
ciates to withdraw. He announced
that it was impossible for his firm to
hold its own patrons unless prices were

| of

In other words, that Gar- |
got themselves |

)
| the Washington correspondent of The |
| Call and was announced in the columns |

had no voice whatever. 'They had to
accept what they received in a spirit
resignation or indignation,
ever suited best their
and no vote of thanks has yet appeared
on record for the same.

But the hardest blow of all was the

appointment of James R. Dunn as chief |
of the bureau without previous notice |

to the Collector. More than that, the

fact of the appointment was known tc

of The Call long before Collector Jacks
son admitted that he had heard any-
thing at all about it.
part of the Treasury Department are
susceptible of only one interpretation,

reduced to meet the competition which
had entered the local field through ouc-
side firms. The application of the firm
was placed upon the table and then
more trouble followed. The representa-
tive of the E. K. Wood Lumber Coni-
pany also announced the wish of his
firm to withdraw. It was evident thet
the Pine Manufacturers’ Asssociation
was going to pieces and some remedy,

even if it were only temporary, must be |
i devised,
Under the authority of a resolution |
| the Gardiner Company was given per-

mission for two weeks to sell to its
own people at competitive rates on con-
dition that the company withdrew its
resignation. The Wood Company was
allowed to sell for the same period, at
the best rates it can command. The
other members of the association will
strive to maintain prices and wait for
results. There is a growing fear, how-
ever, that the association will not be
able to withstand the serious defections
from its own ranks.
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These acts on the |

!lr‘:nl landing in this State. It will be
| remembered by The Call’s readers that
| about the middle of last September Sur-
| vevor Spear issued an order to the cus-
| toms inspectors at the gate that no
l]u rmit visit the Chinese on board
| the steamer or on the dock should be
recognized unless countersigned by
1hin:: >1f. This action was taken by the
1 Surveyor in crder to stop a grave abuse
| of the visiting privilege, whereby the
!
[
|
|

10

eftorte of honest officials to prevent the

iliegal importation of coolies was
{ thwarted. For instance Mr. Spear came
| into possession of passes issued by

Meredith for four persons to visit one
immigrant—two ‘white men and two
Chinamen. When Collector Jackson's

| DECLARE THAT THEIR
SISTER IS INSANE

| STRANGE ACTION  AGAINST
@ MISS MARY DEFFEBACH.

1 Friends of Miss Mary Matilda Deffebach
| think they see in a recent application for
guardianship over her an attempt to rail-
road her to an asylum for the insane. The
application was made by Michael Flood,
who was joined by the brother and sis-
ters of the young woman.

It consists of 140 acres of land in Mill Val-
ley, near Millwood station. If praperly
handled it is claimed that it will be worth
$75,000 in time.

The only allegation in the complaint
against Miss Deffebach is that she author-
ized the sale of some property that her
relatives thought should be held for a
higher price. The property was sold to
satisfy a pressing mortgage. The com-
plaint against her will be heard by Judge
Hebbard on May 2. Durst, Stevens and

Knight are attorneys for Miss Deffebach.

Railroad Officials Sightseeing.
Sir Willilam Van Horne and the party
accompanying him are being extensively

| tor,

{ clerk who makes
| change

attention was called to the matter he
said that the permit was proper, the
four persons being no doubt the white
lawyer, the Chinese client, the Chinese
interpreter and a white photographer.

On the very next day Mr. Jackson is- |

sued an order proclaiming that no per- |

mits should be recognized, except such |

as bore the signature of Meredith, thus |

nullifying the order issued by Mr. Spear

and leaving the management of the de- |

tained Chinese
dith. When the Collector was
why he had practically revoked the or-
der issued by Mr. Spear he replied that
he, the Collector, was the person des-
ignated by law to handle the Chinese,
and that Spear had no authority in the
premises. Yet it is the fact that Mr.

in the hands of Mere- |

asked |

|

| they

Spear always has had custody of the |

Chinese at the Mail dock by virtue of
his official position and still exercises
the function of jailer.

It is understood that under the new
method of conducting the bureau, a
Chinese interpreter in the service of the
sovernment will be present at every in-

terview with a Chinese immigrant seek- |

ing to land and that highbinders
coolie brokers v be no
lowed to ply their nefarious avocation
under the noses of the Federal officials.
Mr.
safe keeping of the Chinese prisoners
at the Mail dock, will be allowed to take
such measures as he may deem neces-
sary to insure their detention until le-
gally landed.

Much good will be accomplished by
the new mode of enforcing the exclu-
sion act. The head of the bureau will
no longer be the creature of the Collec-
and will be therefore more inde-
pendent in the performance of his du-

ties. He will be directly responsible to
the Secretary of the Treasury for what-
ever mistakés he may make, and there
will be no collectors and ex-collectors
to intercede for him and furnish cer-
tificates of character to =ave him from
the departmental wrath. He must
{ stand upon his own feet, and his char-
acter must speak, not through hear-

say certificates, but through his official
The trouble with Meredith has
been that his certificates of character
don’'t dovetail with his official mistakes
unfortunately for him, if

acts.

which,

were mistakes, were on the wrong side. |

They were invariably on the side of the

Pacific Mail Steamship Company and
the slave dealers and against the in-
terests of the exclusion act and the

No merchant will keep a
mistakes in
his employer or who

Government.
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Dr. J. F. Twist is the trustee of her |
property, and according to her friends has
| administered it carefully and successfully.

|

giving |

and |

longer al- |

Spear, who is responsible for the |

[ batic entertainments.

cent upheaval in the for the
good of the service.

An exposition was held last summer
in Omaha and among the concessions
was one of the Mee Lee Village
ciation, a Chinese company, which re-
produced a Chinese village on the
grounds and gave theatrical and acro-
About five hun-
dred men and women of more or less—
generally less—virtue were imported
from China to take part in the village
show, and they were admitted under a
special privilege granted by the United
States, under the terms which the
actors, acrobats, shopkeepers and at-

bureau

Asso-

of

tendants were to return to China at
the expiration of three months after
the close of the exposition. It was

found that before the exposition closed
about 200 women, mostly of the boat-
men’'s had I and had
gone to reside in d s in the
Union, San Francisco getting the most
them. This becoming known, the
Government ordered Major Moore to or-
ganize a raid upon the Chinatown
bagnios in this city for the purpose of
arresting and deporting the runaways.
Collector Jackson detailed a
of customs inspectors to as
raid, but for reason
public the police were inf
contemplated

class,

of

rge force
st in the
ver made
of the
re sta-
>d, where
by

some ne
rmed
movement and we
tioned in the houses tober
were found a half-}
the Federal pos in -1l .po
and the whole of Chinatown advised of
what was going on. The Federal posse
were detained at the Custom-house
awaiting the order of Jackson to start.
Notwithstanding the publicity given to
the affair twenty-seven women
without certificates captured.
Among the number taken to the Pre
byterian Mission on Sacra-
mento street was a middle-aged woman
named Fong Suey Wan, notorious
proc of considerable and
the wife of the partner of

a

e ssion

about

were

Chinege

a
wealth
Little Pete,
noted Chinese boss and slave dealer,
lately deceased by the grace of a high-

I'é

pinder's bullet in a Chinatown barber
shop.

When the women were being ques-
tioned at the mission Miss Cameron,
| the matron, recogy 1 the rocuress
and informed Meredith of her identity.
Meredith ordered her to be detained
notwithstane that her certificate in
due form was then being presented for

they |

|

inspection. further was done

Nothing

by Meredith to h-_’~! the woman. He
filed no complaint agai her, he did
not even inform the Un s Mar-
shal, the District Atte one
else in authority that he p1 wsed to
place any charg 1st her. On the
next day after h st Arthur Lotto,
a reporter, warr at the
woman would be m pre-
ition of her ce Cé e Court
Commissioner Heacoc dith did
not file a complaint N
being a procuress
that it was “all 1 s getting
up ‘“‘a great case” g On the
next morning the woman was taken
before Commissioner Heacock, on the
same floor as the Chinese Bureau and

about seventy-five feet dis
certificate being produced,
stated that he

ant, and her
the court
would Tecommend her

| discharge, there being no complaint ac-

| cusing her of any offense. She

Again, if, after Mr. Jackson shall |
have retired from office to rest upon
such laurels as he may have won, a

bad man, working in the interest of the
Pacific Mail Steamship Company,
should receive the appointment as Col-
lector of the Port, the head of the Chi-
nese Bureau will be an eye of the Gov-
ernment glaring upon him. If he al-
lows a Chinaman to enter without be-
ing entitled to the privilege, the China-
man will be arrested and the act of the
Collector will be reviewed by the bu-
reau and the court. Thus there will
be an effectual check upon the Collec-

tor; and on the other hand, if the Pa- |

cific Mail Steamship Company shall
foist into the bureau another Meredith,
the Collector may act as a check upon
the chief, and may take such measures
as may be calculated to expose and
punish fraud or criminal mistakes.
Consistently with their past record of
mendacity and low cunning, Meredith
and his backers have made use of mis-
representation and prevarication in
their unsuccessful and shameless effort
to have him reinstated into his old po-
sition as chief of the Chinese Bureau.
They have circulated a report that he
was dismissed, not because of any neg-
lect of duty, but because he used in-
sulting language to a reporter of The
Call and to Dr. Gardiner. They argued

orally ¢ on pape o of- | : :
both orally and on paper (from the of | and the Secretary of the Treasury, in

| view of Moore's dis

fice of the Pacific Mail Steamship Com-
pany) that his offense arose from great

temper. He was not dismissed because
Fong Suey Wan escaped, they said, and

was then
taken to the office of the United States
Marshal, directly underneath the office
of the Chinese Bureau, and kept there

until 2 o'clock in t afternoon, when
she was brought be United States
District Judge de ven and dis-
charged. Then she disappeared.
Meredith could offer no reasonable

explanation as to why he had allowed

the woman to escape, and public
clamor was raised, the ¢ de savor-
too strongly of cor ion to be
passed by in silence. Special Agent
Moore, in pursuance of instructions
from Washington, made an investiga-
tion, examining witnesses and taking
affidavits of all parties concerned. He
sent his report to Washington, and
about the time that the department

was looking into the report ex-Collector
Wise appeared in Washington and told

; the Treasury people and the newspaper

correspondents a fairy story to the
effect that the woman was allowed to
ge because Major Moore and Miss

Cameron had asked that Fong Suey be
allowed to return to China.

As a matter of justice to Mr. Wise it
must be said that he knew nothing of
the case of his own knowledge, as all
his information had been derived from
Meredith and his friends. Then charges
were filed against Special Agent Moore

| for making an assault upon a woman

employed in his office as typewriter,

sent Moore's

race,

| report back to this city to be verified
provocation and that, after all, all that |
he was guilty of was giving way to his |

the assertion that her escape was the |
cause of his dismissal they declared to |

be an oral slander and a printed libel.

A letter written by Collector Jackson |

and exhibited by Meredith's friends is
so worded as to befog the subject. The
circulaticn of such false statements is
not calculated to do the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company any good, for the
Secretary of the Treasury knows why
Meredith was let go. In order to set
the matter right, it is necessary to re-
capitulate briefly the nature of the in-
vestigation which resulted in the re-

entertained during their visit to this city.
Yesterday Sir William Van Horne, W. D.
Mathews (director in the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company), Hon. R. M.
(counsel) and Dr. J. P. Roddick (consult-
ing surgeon of the road) left the Palace
in a four-in-hand and were driven through
the city and shown the principal points
of interest, with which they
themselves as highly pleased.

- I

In the Wasp.

“Comedy Without a Comedian” is the
subject of the Wasp's theatrical eriticism
this week. Overcapitalized Hawaiian
stocks of the mushroom variety, which

| have been put on the mnarket quite recent-

ly, are commented on in the Wasp's char-
acteristic style- The Wasp's puzzle pic-
tures for tax-payvers are calculated to
make property owners thoughtful and
City Hall employes anything but cheer-
ful. The Wasp’'s cartoons and pheto-en-
gravings are admirabie this week.

Wanted to Go to Manila.

James Holmes, a bright boy. 13 years
of age, was found wandering around the
water front early yesterday morning by
Policeman Bailey. ‘He interrogated the
boy and ascertained that he came from
Buffalo, N. Y., with Company H of the
Thirteenth Infantry and was golng with
them to Manila, but the transport sailed
without him. He was hungry, and after
Bailey had fed him he sent him to the

' "“51 kept in the City Prison

expressed |

by Special Agents Linck and Smith.

The witnesses were re-examined and
the Fong Suey Wan report was sent
on to Washington once more. It was

upon this report, which dealt with the
Fong Suey Wan incident alone, that
Meredith was dismissed.

Subsequently the special agents sent
a supplemental report to Washington
in connection with the matter of Mere-
dith having used abusive language to
Dr. Gardiner and a reporter of The
Call, but before it had reached the Sec-
retary of the Treasury Meredith had
been dismissed from the service

That is why Meredith's application
for reinstatement was found to have
no force, for he utterly failed to show
that he was innocent of the charge of
having allowed the noted procuress to
walk out of his hands.
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LUMBER COMBINE |
MAY COLLAPSE

Competition Enters the Field and
Big Firms Seek to Resign.

Harbor station. Bailey took the boy to
Chief Lees, and later the Chief wired to
his father, who liv at 142 Rhoede i
street, Buffalo. Meantime the boy
i a lodger.

Estates in Probate.

The will of Arthur A. Hooper of (he
firm of Hooper & Jennings, who died
August 5, 1898, leaving an estate of un-

known value, was filed for probate yester-
day. The entire estate is devised to
Martha 8. Hooper, mother of the testa-
tor.

The will of Peter J. Canavan, who
died a few days ago, was also filed. De-
cedent bequeaths his personal property to
Annie Smith and his real property in equal
shares to his three sisters—Julia, Mary
and Kate Canavan.

Columbia Council’s Ball.

On Tuesday evening next Columbia
Council No. 55, Y. M. 1., will give an en-
tertainment and ball in Pioneer Hall. The
following excellent programme has been
arranged for the evening's pleasure:

Overture, Hynes' Orch Presi-
dent Thomas F. Harney; . T,
O'Brien; recitation, J. R. ¥ ; soprano
golo, Miss C. Stanley:; banjo, duet, Arthur
| Black and William MecCr ; barytone solo, B.
Georges; soprano solo, Mrs. J. Kilein; the
Cadenza Mandolin Club, under the direction

of Professor J. Lombardeno; fancy dances, Ar-
nold Grazer.



