
IS MARY B. EDDY THE PROPHETESS OF CHRISTIAN SCIENCE?
Her Personality

Bitterly Attacked
By Old Energies.

A
CONTROVERSY* has broken out
in Boston over the question as to
who is entitled to the somewhat
doubtful honor of having founded,
that system of "healing" (the,. printer Is Instructed to make the

quotation marks as emphatically con-
spicuous as the sarcastic resources of the
typographical art will permit)—that sys-
tem of "healing," then, which is known
as Christian science, and which IS re-
sponsible for the death of Harold Fred-
oric and the continued valetudinarianism
of many less noted individuals. Was Mrs.
Mary Eddy the inventor, creator or foun-
der of this boon or this bane.?

She "claims' that (quotation ' marked)

"honor." In the forthcoming (May) num-
ber of the Arena, however, will appear
a couple of signed. articles in which her

claim is contested in favor of the late
Phineas Parkhurst Qulmby. The writers
insist thai the prophetess who demands
"honor" in her own country is simply an
abject follower and plagiarist ofa prophet

who met the proverbial fate of all proph-

ets. He was the Columbus who discov-
ered the land of promise. She was the
Amerigo Vespucci who gave it her name.

The first of these writers is Horatio W.
Dresser, whose father was an intimate
friend of the aforesaid and unhoi
Quimby, and a* such has had access to

the papers of thai benefactor of his kind.
The second is Josephine Curtis Woodbury,
who has been an intimate friend of tlie
prophetess, and writes from the acerbic
view point of one wh.o has been an inti-
mate friend and Is now an Intimate en-
emy.;

The Leading Facts.
Mr. Dresser starts out by constituting

these as the facts of leading importance:
Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy, formerly Mrs.

Mary Mason Patterson of Sanbornton
Bridge; N. H., is regarded by many thou-
sands of faithful followers as the orig-
inator by "divine revelation" in 1866 of the
philosophy and practice of mental or
spiritual healing, best known in its sec-
tarian phase as ''Christian science.'

The lollowerafcof the movement recog-
nize only \u25a0!:. authority Of Mrs. Eddy, and
the Bible as interpreted in her text books;

other literature on the subject is prohibit-
ed, and her followers are not permitted
to Dilate with other organizations. Mrs.
Eddy is compared to Christ, whose face is
made to resemble hers in a picture where
the two stand side by Side; her words are
deemed the words of the divlnest author-
ity, and although she has probably not
been a well man for over forty years,
she. is believed by her disciples to be per-
fectly sound and true. The chief tenets
of her doctrine are that there is but one
principle or spirit in the universe, that
"all is mind, there is no matter," "all is
good, there is no evil," and that conse-
quently by those who know this abstract
"truth all seeming evil and disease are
dismissible as "errors of mortal mind."
It is useless, then, to complain to a be-
liever in this doctrine that one is suffer-
ing, or to ask how one shall succor the
poor; for one Is emphatically informed
that there Is no suffering, "there are no
poor."

Quimby the Discoverer.
Ifnow we ask. "Whence came the truth

in the doctrine, so far as it has proved
helpful as a principle of cure, and how
does it chance to be intermingled with ir-
rationality and fanaticism? we find that
Christian science had two sources; only
a tain peculiarly worded interpretation
of the great truths of mental hea'lrg is
original with Mrs. Eddy—the truth itself
was rediscovered by Dr. P. P. Quimby
(ISO2-1566); who not only restored Mr.=.
Eddy, then Mr Patterson, to partial
health in th<> autumn of 1562. after six
years of Invalidism; but also freely shared
with her ideas which afterward formed
thn element of truth in her special "rev-
elation."

1>r. Quimby began his researches In the
r< aim of mind as lone ap> as 18'iv v.\d
Mr.! '\u25a0 in his possession a Bcrap-
l k containing newspaper reports of hi*
wonderful power first as a mesmerist,
then, for many years before Mrs. Patter-

Eddy first Baw him. as a practitioner
of th«- method of silent treatment, now
widely known as the mind cure.
I>r. Quimby first restored himself to

health aft«-r having been condemned by
est physicians and then devoted the
rider of his life to the si<-k and t i

the formulation of the principles which
his remarkable cures Illustrated. His
manuscripts, all of which Mr.Dresser has

and copied, contain, says Mr. Dres-
si-r. ;i complete theory of disease and its

:111•lalthough they bear evid
work, are nevertheless dearly

an original mind, of one
in whom the love of truth dominated all
els". Vet this friend of the sick, whose

irea were witnessed by
many now living,has been condemned as
an "ignorant mesmerist." or magnetic. by the very woman whom he once

although she had publicly•1 the man and his work, while his
manuscripts are either called Mrs. Eddy's

'serfbbllngs," or are utterly ignored.
first misstatement Rave grown

rts. enlarged as they passed from
; to mouth, which have caused the

Christian Scientists to brand as decelv-
able of tillingthe truth.'" all

who know the facts about Mrs. Eddy;
while the independent followers of men-

allng and all advocates of the New
Thought have been greatly hampered In

\u25a0 .- for humanity by thes*- mis-
menta rind by their excluslv<

and personality worship which all true
of humanity must deplore. It lasolely with the high hope of removing
strained relations, not with the

Slightest desire to attack Mrs. Eddy's
alitv, that Mr. Dresser makes thispublic statement,

Julius A. Dresser Appears.
Mr. Dresser's father, .Julius a. Dresserwas a patient and follower of Dr Quim-

l'v in Portland, lie., from Juno. ifc6o andn Portland when Mrs. Kddv then
Mrs. Patterson, came from Hill n'h toreceive treatment "He owed the thir'tv-rs of his Ufe following mo toJ>r. Qiiimby, whose ideas he ardcntlv es-poused and often explained to new na-llents, among them Mrs. Eddy. The first
mention of Mrs. Eddy in my father's
Journal IdiOctober 17, 1862, and my mother,Annette G. Dresser, who was cured byDr. Qulmby after six years of hopeless
invalidism. was present when Mrs. Eddy
was assisted up the steps to Dr Quim-by's office. Ihave had the acquaintance
of those who copied all of Dr. Quimby's
manuscripts from the original, and haverecently had access to letters written by
Mrs. Eddy between 1862 and 1866." Mr
Dresser's facts are, therefore, first handand he tolls us that he could ifnecessary, substantiate by competent
witneses and legal testimony all that henow feels called upon to state.

Nine Indictments.
(\) Mrs. Eddy was never the secre-

tary of Dr. Quimby, this office having
been filled by the- Misses Ware andMr. George A. Quimby.

(2) Hr Qulmby was not the author
of "Science and Health." which was
not published until 1875, nine years
after Dr. yulmby's death. His 'mostardent frjunds would claim for himonly the discovery of the truth of
thought power, of a causative influ-
ence in the production and cure of
disease and of the method of silent
treatment during the years 1838-1865;
th«> ideas were his and frequently the
language in which the science was de-
scribed by Mrs. Eddy; but the pub-
lished writings of Mrs. Eddy were
never claimed to have been written by
Dr. Quimhy in their final form.

(?,) Mr. Dresser's father lent Mrs
Eddy his copy of the first volume of
Dr. Quimby's manuscripts, which she
may have copied for herself. The
articles in this volume wre written in
T>r>;i-1860 and were followed by articles
written in 1861-1865, which M*rs. Eddy
probably never saw, but which the
deponent has been familiar with since
I*3. These articles contain a full
statement of Dr. Quimby's theory,
with abundant incidents drawn from
his practice, references to the Blblo
and Illustrations from the Civil War,
in progress while they were written
The style is very unlike that of Mrs.
Kildy, who never could have written

im. No on« who should read them
would doubt the power and sincerity
of their author.

(4) The first statement made in the
Christian Science Sentinel of February
16. 1R99, that these manuscripts may
have been left with Dr. Qulmby "years

ago" has no -foundation whatever in
truth. That they could not have been
"stolen from my (Mrs.- Eddy's) pub-
lished works," as Mrs. Eddy suggests,
Mr.Dresser says he is ready absolute-
ly to prove. The Quotations from
these writings which Mrs. Eddy says
"were my own words, as near as I
can recollect them.". -were from an ar-
ticle written by Dr. Quimby in ISG3.
copied by Mr. Dresser himself into a
book which Mrs. Eddy never saw,
from the manuscript book of Dr.
Quimby's writings, copied from the
original, not a page of which Mrs. Eddy
ever saw. The statements of 'Eu-
gene Greene." quoted in the Sentinel,

that Dr. Quimby "requested us to

transform" his "scribbllngs," "which
wo did." are also wholly false. These
statements entirely misrepresent Dr.
Quimby's practice and teaching and
his relationship with Mrs. Eddy. Dr.
Quimby did term his theory the "Sci-
ence of Health." He also used the
term "Christian Science."

i.'ii No stranger who has visited Mr.
Quimby to procure his father's writ-
ing's has. or ever will have, the slight-
est success. But the fact that they
will not be published verbatim, < x
under certain conditions not y( t ful-
fUled, is obviously no reason t'>r "dar-
ing" their owner t" Issue them; there

• too many who know of thi lr char-
acter to doubt that they are precisely
as represented.

(6) As for the statements In >• >urt of
l>r. E. J. Xrens, referred to in the
Christian Sci< 3< men-
tioned, Mr. Dresser knew Dr. Arena
and knows also that he never saw Dr.
Qulmby. and that nothing has ever
been settled In court concerning tl.>-
Quimby manuscripts.

(7) The extracts quoted from Dr.
Quimby in th" Sentinel an from
of his earlier articles, and do not
quately represent him. !!<\u25a0 held a very
exalted Idea of God, quite superior
to that of Mrs. Eddy; he did not deny
the existenci of matter; no fiI
his claim.- that Mrs. Eddy has plagiar-
ized to any extent fr^m Dr. Quimby's
later manuscripts, because she never
saw the best of them; Dr. Quimby was
not a spiritualist, and Mrs. Eddy pub-
licly defended him against the charge
in Warren. Me., In the spring of 1864;
he did not teach that his treatment
was due to the transmission of elec-
tricity; he discarded mesmerism many
years before Mrs. Eddy visits! him as

a patient in 1862; and the "discovery"
of Mrs. Eddy In 1806 was simply the
fact that after Dr. Quimby's death.
with no one likely to Bucceed him, she
must depend upon herself, since her
revered teacher and nHper could no
longer lie called uoon, as formerly, to
help her out of every little ailment.

(M The Sentinel quotes a letter from
Mrs. Eddy as follows:

"The following extract copied from a
letter to me recently received from a
well-known Christian Scientist may at
least amuse the readers of our journal.
After doing justice to this subject I
had dropped it, as we naturally turn
away from a fossilized falsehood.
Hut evidence and testimony on the
side of truth are always in order, and
proverbially better late than never.
"'lt might be Interesting for you to

know that Mr.A. J. Swartz of Chicago
we,u to see the late Dr. P. P. Quiin-
by's son, and procured his father's
writings for the purpose \u0084f having
them published, in order to show thn
world that your ideas were borrowed
from Quimby. After having examined
them, to his utter disappointment it
was found there was nothing that
would compare in any way to science
and health; and he, Swartz, concluded
that it would aid you too much to
publish them, so they were returned
to the owner."

'Mrs. Swartz saw and read these
MSS. and she gave me this informa-
tion. MARY H. PHILBRICK."

'Austin, 111., May IR. 1892.'
"

"Iam informed (March 26, 1W). by
Mr. George A. Quimby, that there Is
'not a shadow of truth' in the above
claims. Mr. Swartz visited Belfast, it.
is true, but was only permitted to rend
and copy from the scrapbook contain-
ing newspaper references to Dr. Quim-
by. Mr. Quimby read aloud a few
paragraphs from his father's writings,
l>ut did not permit these writings
even to be examined by Mr. Swartz.
Mrs. Swartz did not accompany her
husband, and Mr. Quimby never saw
her. Ican produce statements In Mr.
Swartz's own words to show that
Mary H. Philbrick has wholly mis-
represented the result of the visit to
Mr. Quimby."

(9) In the samp issue of the Sentinel
Mrs. Eddy says:

"In IS6I~ when Ifirst visited Dr.
Quimby of Portland. Me., his scrib-
bllngs Were descriptions of his pa-
tients and comprised the manuscripts
that. In 1887, Iadvertised Iwould pay
for having published. Before his de-cease, In January, 1866, he had tried
to get them published and failed

"The. quotations contained in the ar-
ticle above— purporting to be DrQuimby's own words— were written
while. Iwas his patient in Portland
and holfling long conversations with
him on my views of mental therapeu-
tics. Some words in these quotations
certainly read like words that Isaid
to him, and, at his request to correct
his copy, had added thereto. In hfsconversations with me, and in hispcrlbblings, the word science was not
used at all, till one day Ideclared to
him that bark of hfs magnetic treat-
ment and manipulation, of jiatlents
there was a science, and it was the
science of mind, that had nothing to
do with matter, electricity or physics."

Points in Dispute.
The truth, according to Mr. Dresser, Is

that Dr. Quimby left Portland in 1865 to
rewrite his manuscripts for publication,
but died before they were Inany respect
in shape to offer to a publisher. The state-
ment that "he tried to get them published
and failed" is absolutely false. Equally

false is the statement that Mrs. Eddy
helped Dr. Quimby in any way. "The at-
tempt, repeatedly made, to show that
Mrs. Eddy taught Dr. Quimby is utterly
baseless, and Mrs. Eddy knows that in
Bach statements, and in her effort to
shew that he was a mere mesmerist, who
once controlled her, she entirely misrep-
resents one whom she once compared to
J.-stis and whom it was once her pleasure
to defend."

The statement has been made that Mrs.
Eddy was never Mrs. Patterson, and con-
sequently i.s not the same person who
learned Dr. Quimby's ideas and methods
in 1862. Hut in a letter addressed to the
Boston Post, dated "No. f,iiO Columbus
avenue. March 7. £883," Mrs. Eddy says:

"In IW2 my name was Patterson, my
husband, Dr. Patterson, a distinguished
dentist. After our marriage Iwas con-
fined to my bod with a severe Illness, and
seldom left hed or ronm for seven years,
when 1 was taken to Dr. Quimby and par-
tiallyrestored. Ireturned home once more
ti vrake that, home happy, but only re-

turned to a new ngrir.y to find my hus-
had eloped with a married woman

from one of the wealthy f;im...es of that
City, leaving no trace save his last letter
to us. wherein he wrote: 1 hope some
time to be worthy of so good a wife.1 I
have a hillof divorce from him, obtained
in the County of Essex."

Mr. Dresser lias In his temporary pos-- of letters addressed to
I>: Quimby, which no one except their

\u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0« ncr has s< en f< r more than thirty years,
until they came into his hands, March 1,
£69d.

Dr. Qilimby's Powers.
There is not In these letters the leastattempt to discredit Dr. Quimby's power

as a mental healer, not the slightest men-
tion of magnetism or electricity, and no
suspicion that his treatment was not of a
high spiritual character. On the contrary,
a longing is expressed to attain as high a
level, and there is every reason to believe
that the temptation to claim the great
new truths as her own came later, when
the field wns free. It is noticeable, how-
evi r, that the- temperament is one of ex-ceeding susceptibility to the pains of oth•
is; there is cnnstK-.it appeal tn Dr.Quirt*/free her frmn these sensations, and

it is evident that here is the origin of
Mrs. Eddy's later theory that people car,
affect each other by •'malicious anlma'v
maftietipm." There is no reference to an

m«nt."
f have shown these letters to trust-worthy people, who certify that they are

in Mrs. Eddys handwriting, and express
surprise that one who formerly held Dr.
Quimby in sucb high esteem should tram-pi, upon his reputation, claiming his hardwon laurels as her own, borrowing hisideas, adopting his method of treatment
and even stating in print that his writingsmay have been "stolen" from her pub-
lished v/orks!

It is easy, however, to understand thepersistence of the false claims of MrsEddy. Her followers really believe that
the truths of mental healing came to MrsEddy by revelation, that Dr. Quimby was
a mere mesmerist whom Mrs. Eddy in-

structed, and that the whole subject of
her Indebtedness to him was settled in
court. Consequently, these mlsstatements
have been passe! from mouth to mouth,
until nowadays they are repeated in pub-
lic addresses by innocent people who
would be dumfounded to know that they
are false. Yet Ican name trustworthy
people who could give much more dam-
aging testimony than the above. The
evidence is firsthand, and has been care-
fullyinvestigated by competent scientific
authorities. But Ihave tried to say the
best word possible for Mrs. Eddy—name-
ly, that she was once loyal to Dr. Quim-
by and valued the great truths which he
discovered. Imust at the same time
state, however, that never has man or
woman been so idealized, never have a
religious leader's followers been so de-
ceived. Ihave been familiar with the his-
tory of the mental healing movement
from my boyhood, and have known of
one right hand manor woman after an-
other who became undeceived and separ-
ated from Mrs. Eddy, and if half were
told that could be told the exposure would
produce an unparalleled sensation.

Why Withheld So Long.
Mr. Dresser acknowledges the pertin-

ency of these questions. Why have these
facts been so long withheld? Why have
not these former favorites exposed Mrs.
Eddy? Because one and a'l feared her,
were afraid of her "malicious" treatment.
Two editors of mental healing publica-
tions have had the courage to publish
historical statements concerning Mrs.
Eddy. But both wrote to Mr. Dresser
that their business was threatened with
ruin if they dared to publish anything
more about her. "Iwas informed by one
publisher that his receipts fell off' one-
half from the time he printed certain let-

ters of mine concerning Dr. Quimby.
What, then, could one do when those who
needed to be undeceived wore expressly
forbidden to read one's articles, when one
must contend with a powerful ecclesiasti-
cal and financial organization? One could
only await the time when all things
should tend toward the overthrow of this
gigantic delusion. The time has come.
Within a few months those who know

the facts have been besieged by Inquirers
and those Intending to prepare exposes.
The disruption must follow, and conse-
quent upon It will come a great reaction
in favor of the rational philosophy found-
ed by Dr. Quimby."

Hiss Woodbury's Charges.
So mucn for Mr.Dresser. Now for Miss

Woodbury. She begins with a quotation
from Revelations. x:l-3, xli:}-8, "And I
saw another mighty angel come down
from heaven, clothed with a cloud; and
he had in his hand a little hook, open:
and he set his right foot upon the sea,
and his left foot on the earth, and cried
with a loud voice, as when a lion rOareth.* • *

And there appeared a great
wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with
tho sun, and the moon under her feet,
and upon her head a crown of twelve
stars; and she. being with child, cried,
travailing in birth and pained to he de-
livered. And there appeared another
wonder in heaven; and behold a great
red dragon, having seven heads and ten
horns, and seven crowns upon his heads;
and his tail drew the third part of the
stars of heaven, and did cast them to
the earth, and the dragon stood before
the woman which was ready to be de-

livered, for to devour her child as soonas it was bnrn. And she brought forth aman child, who was to rule all nations
with a rod of iron; and her child wascaught up unto God, and to his throne-
and the woman fled into the wilderness,
where she hath a place prepared of God
that they should feed her there a thou-sand, two hundred and tnree score days."

The followers of Mrs. Eddy assert that

these apocalyptic passages refer to Mrs.
Mary Mason Baker Glover Patterson
Eddy, who was born in the neighborhood
of Concord, N. H., nearly four score
years ago. In other words, these devo-
tees maintain that Mrs. Eddy is "the
feminine principle of the Messianic ex-
pectation" in the nineteenth century;
that the man child born to the apoca-
lyptic woman is Christian Science, while
the angelic little book preee.eding this
birth is Mrs. Eddy's "Science and
Health, With Key to the Scriptures."
An astute critic declares "a woman
clothed with the sun" the most stupend-
ous metaphor in any language. Is Mrs.
Eddy that woman? asks Miss Woodbury.
Is the moon under her feet, and are the
twelVe stars on her head. Is she an-
tagonized by a great dragon ready to
destroy her revelation? Is her Christian
Science "to rule all nations with a rod of
iron?" Has this child been caught up
into heaven? Was Portland. Lynn or
Boston the wilderness to which this
woman was to flop after her travail; or
Is her desert to be looked for in her
"Pleasant View" estate at Concord, N.
11., whither the prophetess of Christian
Science retreated some years ago?

Phineas Parkhurst Quimby, from whom

Mra. Eddy learned all she knows of thetheory and practice of metaphysical heal-ing, was born in Lebanon, N. H., Febru-
ary 16, 1802, but spent the larger part of
his life in Belfast, Me., where he was well
known, both for his successful healing
and for his personal goodness. H*» inter-
est in the power of mind began In 1838,
and his early methods involved mesmer-
ism, clairvoyance and scriptural laying on
of hands; but a few years later he gave
up the practice of mesmerism and began
to heal diseases by the silent mental
method, declaring "Truth" to be the greathealer; yet not deriving his theory or
practice from the Bible, though rejoicing
In scriptural indorsement. In 1559 Dr.
Quimby removed to Portland. In a cir-
cular to the sick, which he distributed
while in Portland, he says:

"My practice is unlike all medical prac-
tice. Igive no medicines and make no
outward applications, but simply sit by
the patient, tell him what he thinks is his
disease, and my explanation is the cure.

\u2666
• •

IfIsucceed in correcting his er-rors Ichange the fluids of his system and
establish the truth or health. The truth
la the cure. This mode of treatment ap-
plies to all cases." /

In October, 1862, when Dr. Quimby had
been four years in Portland, working
what were called miracles of bodily heal-
ing, there was, one day. assisted up his
stairs a woman who declared herself suf-
fering with spinal disease. The new pa-
tient was poor: but through the doctor's
aid she found a boarding place near by.
Concerning this period we have ample
testimony from those who daily saw Mrs.
Kddy (then Mrs. Patterson), to the effect
that, though claiming to be so well at the
end of three weeks as no longer to need
treatment. Mrs. Patterson still went regu-
larly to Dr. Quimby's office to ask him
questions concerning his methods. When
in her own room she was busily engaged
in putting on paper the points she drew
from him. and these papers were after-
ward corrected by him ifin any way she
misinterpreted his ideas.

Amerigo Vespucci Patterson.
Where did Mrs. Patterson discover

Christian Science? asks Miss Woodhury,
and she answers her own question thus:
In her own body. How? By the action
upon her own mind, of Dr. Quimby'B
mental method?, which she now declares
to have been not mental. Dr. Quimby
wrote out in full his opinions and con-
clusions on the subject of disease, and
not with the help of Mrs. Patterson, but
with that of trusted friends and patients
in Portland, sonv* of whom are still liv-
ing to tell the facts and have their cop-
ies of Dr. Quimby'a writings among
their most precious possessions.

The following headlines of an article
dated 1X63 show conclusively the senti-
ments of Dr. Quimby at that time:

"My Conversion From Disease to
Health, and the Subsequent change
From Belief in the Medical Faculty to
Entire Disbelief in It. and to the
Knowledge of the Truth on Which IBase
My Theory."

"My theory teaches man to manufac-
ture health, and when people go into thisoccupation disease will diminish, and
those who furnish disease and death will
be few and scarce.

"

When Dr. Quimby was in his grave
and Julius Dresser did not succeed him'
as Mrs. Eddy had anticipated, her first

It Is Claimed
Dr. P. P. Qubmfoy

Started It.

step was tn practice mental healing, in
a tentative fashion, which, at the end of
nine years, all being quiet on the fn-
tomac, led to her publication, Inilsra, 01
her first edition of "Science and Health
though si:,, bad copyrighted It (as she
states in her preface to the edition or
in,m;j tiv«. years before.

In 1881 Mrs. Eddy moved from Lynn to
Boston, living first at 569 and afterward
at 571 Columbus avenue, until, in TO,

she purchased a house in the fashionable
Back Bay district, 355 Commonwealth
avenue, near the Leif Ericsson statue.

Organizes the Mother Church.
As soon as she was 'veil settled in th»

city she organized a Christian Science
church, at first holding services in Haw-
thorn Hall, on Park street, overlooking
the common— "the Church of the Holy
Elevator," as a newspaper critic pro-
fanely termed it: and later in Chlicker-
ing Hall, 133 Tremont street. About the
same time she established her Metaphy-
sical College and her students' associa-
tions, enlarged Science and Health, pub-
lished several Bmaller books and set In
motion the Christian Science Journal.

In 1882 her fourth husband, Dr. Eddy,
died. The physician who i-'inducted tue
autopsy says tliut the death was the
result of distinctly developed heart dis-
ease, but Mrs. Eddy declared that it was
the efffi'v of arsenical poisoning, mental-
ly administered. At this time Mrs.
even urged Miss Wopdbury to represent
to Wendell Phillips, an old family friend,

that Dr. Eddy had !><\u25a0< n mentally killed
by former students, now antagonistic
rivals, whom he had not seen for months
and years.

Ordained by Her Own Students.
She soon had herself privately ord

to the ministry by her own students.
"W'hfn she preached the hall was crowd-
ed, a:>.d contribution box*

-
w< re much b'-t-

--ter filled than usual, though this did not
often happen, for gent-rally Mrs. Eddy
preached only three or four times a year,
and even then her sermons were as like
each other as dried peas, though the ad-
miring Dorcases, Priscillas. Bapphlras,
Johns, J'eier?, Melchisedeks and Keturahs
whispered their rapt adoration to each
other, "Wasn't she splendid to-day?"
ecstatically unconscious that they had
heard substantially the same address six
weeks before.

When others preached she occasionally
attended the church whereof she was
nominally a pastor, and took some part in
the service. Once she held a bapi
service without water, though her mem-
ory failed her in repeating the formula
prepared Jby herself, and sometimes there
was a communion service without wafer
or wine. Most Sundays, however
worshiped God in the privacy of her own
riome. If wonder was expressed II
absence the adoring disdpl< a replied,
"How could she. the divinely inspired,
bear to hear ordinary preaching?"

Her invisibility increased her repute,
and whoever the speaker, the congrega-
tion joined in her extraordinary version of
the Lord's Prayer, replete with turgid
polysyllables from the Latin and a be-
wildering admixture of pronouns and con-
fusion of tenses. If she could not be
present her brief telegram was re< •

with adulation by hundreds who had
never met her. Soon she forbade students
calling their Christian Science teach' rs
by. the name of "Mother," as had been
their wont. Herself she styled "Mother
Mary." and the behavior of the raptured
throngs rivaled the- enthusiasm of the
populace over a returned hero.

Illegal Degrees.
Miss TVoodbury alleges that in IRS9 Mrs.

Eddy ostensibly gave up her college and
retired to Concord, X. H., at the very pe-
riod when a Massachusetts District At-
torney was looking for evidence of that
institution's illegallyconferred degrees, of
which there were thousands, punishable
with a fine of $500 for each offense. "is
this the reason." she asks, "that for ten
years Mrs. Eddy has not visited Boston on
a week day, when she would be subject to
arrest?"

From Concord she issues her edicts
and manifestoes. Multitudes go thither
to worship at her shrine and are satis-
fied if they do not even touch the hem of
her garment but only see her from afar,
as a beatific vision, while she speaks
few commonplace words or repeats the
Ninety-first P?alm ere she turns her back
on her visitors. She is accompanied by
her liveried secretary on her daily drive
in a close carriage, keeping off every
draught that might cause her to catch
a New England cold.

The mother church grew valiant, de-
spite one or two dissolutions, til! i
the granite building on Falmouth streetwas erected at a cost of some %2i>i>
"mother's room" was elegantly fitted up
here for Mrs. Eddy's special occupancy,
though it is 'not always open to ordinary
mortal eye?. Occasionally the :
emeritus comes from her "rural retreat
when she emerges from her sanctuary,
to bless the gazing adorers,
and only resume their seats when she
is enthroned in the pulpit.

Again they remain standing after thebenediction, till she re-enters her holy ofholies, where she may hold sacred
munion with the lifelike picture of the
old chair in which she claims to haver.een sitting when writing her ii-
volume, until time for me carriage to
take her to a special train.

With the opening of the new churchcame a new commandment, that here-after the Bible and "Science and
Health' should be its only pastors, nooriginal discourses being allowed, only
readings, by a man and woman alter-ternately. of presumably corresponding
paseages from the two sacred volumes.

"Malicious Animal Magnetism."
• ."No sect prospers without a devil,"
says Miss Woodbury, sagely, "the ra-
tional religion being ever for the hope-
less minority. Dr. Quimby knew nodevil, since to him all things were divine-
ly planned and planted. Christian Sci-
ence started without a devil, but Mrs.
Eddy could not control the multitude,
and so fashioned a Hsto in a new
dress and christened him 'Malicious An-
imal Magnetism.'

"
This "Mother Church" of Boston has

a roll of 12,000 members from all over the
country, but its affairs are lodged in the
hands of the forty "first members," and
its control is practically lodged in a star
chamber sanhedrim of seven, unless its
manual has been recently changed, as ofthappens.

How is the Christian Science organiza-
tion maintained? asks Miss Woodbury.
Partly, she replies, through the convic-
tion that deeds are right because the
leader does them, rather than that she
acts thus and so because itis right; that
ideas are true because she utters them,
not that she utters them, as Jesus did
because they are true. Buff and blue reb-
els are denounced as enemies to God-
that is. to his chosen "Wonder in Heav-en," and untoward events are attributed
to the hypnotic malice of somebody who
has :had wit and courage to leave the
ranks.

Said one of Mrs. Eddy's pastoral col-leagues: "IfIsaw Mrs. Eddy doing some-thingIthought wrong Ishould know itwas my blunder, not her error for shecan do no wrong." Inshort. Miss Wood-bury declares that Mary Eddy has no usefor people who think. "Each grim sug-
gestion in her interest must infect hercrowd of believers, among whom itspreads like wildfire. Those who differfrom their teacher, through greater light
as to her motives and history, are pro-nounced devil possessed and capable ofproducing contagious horrors, tillthe verythought terrifies the devout, and they•think restraint, or even injury, to such aone is service to God. especially, if the er-ror,can be dealt with mentally, although

th£ treatment involve gross' bod ly in
-

"Isay," said the business man to thedetective "some fellow has been repre-
senting himself as a collector of ours Hahas been taking in more money than anytwo of the me,n,we have and Iwant himcollared as quick as you can."

"All right: I'llhave him in jail in lessthan a week.''
"Great Scot, man! Idon't want to puthim in jail;Iwant to engage him."

"I often wonder what she thinks ofme. said the young married man
"Its easy to find out." said the elderlymarried man. "Just sit down on her batand she'll tell you all she thinks of you

inless than a minute."
Ui JOU

"Dickie,, what did your mamma saywhen .he SaW us com!"S along the
"She said. "Well, well, who on earth

son
3 aVather PiCked Up nSw^ATch?-

CLAIMS TO CAST OUT DEVILS.
Story of a Mao Who Has Been in the Practice for Thirty Years.

READING, Pa., April22,-Thousands
of people in East Pennsylvania are
familiar with the witch doctor of
Reading. No matter where he
goes, by day or by night, in car-

riage or on foot.people look after him and
wonder who is his latest patient. Plain
as a farmer, methodical, reserved, yet
determined, and gifted with hard common
sense, the witch doctor goes about his
business, and in all the thirty years of
his practice he has never been accused of
wrongdoing. His business thrives.
"They only send for me," said the doctor

"when the usual medical treatment fails.
Then they come for miles, from all direc-
tions, principally from the country dis-
tricts. You may be sure that when Ido
come to a house the case [ find requires
strong measures, if the sufferer is a man
or woman, boy or girl,it requires heroic
attention. Ifthe ordinary medical aid has
failed, and the verdict of the neighbors
is that the patient is suffering from
witches, nothing short of something
miraculous is going to satisfy them. I
never tell a patient right out what Ithink
of the case. Sometimes Ifind a young
woman upstairs in a dark room shrieking
that seven devils are after her. She is
ina terribly nervous state, pacing up and
down the floor, while her parents are in
terror below. They have read their Old
and New Testaments faithfully,and they
Implore me to use my power to cast out
devils or any other familiar spirits that
may possess the sufferer. Iat once put
myself In full communion with these
people. As they believe, so Ibelieve. I
hear their story. Every symptom is re-
lated to me. For weeks the patient has
been acting like one possessed; no
sleep, no appetite, frightful imaginations,
spasms, wasting away, shrieks, hysteria,
epilepsy, lunacy, whatever it may be.
They say she is bewitched.
"I agree with them. Igo up to the

young woman, sit down with her, order
the light of day turned in to the room,
take her by the hands, tell her to be
calm, command her (Irmly yet grently to
be quiet. Isay Ihave come to cure her;

Iam the witch doctor. I.tell her that I
already know the evil spirit or demon
that possesses her and that Ican certain-
ly drive it from her. If she is strong
enough Itake her downstairs and out Into
the open air. To pacify her Imay utter
some strange sounds or words as Igo;
make some odd movements; turn a chair
back to the door; lay sticks of wood In
her path; do any odd ihing that she sees,
while Isay that for the devil, that for the
witch, that for the evil spirit; anything
that will strike the patient as a remark-
able act or declaration— something that
she his never before sven or heard.
"Irelieve in animal magnetism. You

see, Iam physically sirong. Ibelieve in
mental control to a certain extent. Ifind
that the unusual, extraordinary, mysteri-
ous or heathenish as you may put it, has
a wonderful effect on such a sufferer.
She watches me closely; listens attentive-
ly. T want her to do this. 1 want to dis-
tract her. It is wonderful how the patient
calms down. 1appear terribly in earnest
to defeat the witch, and in this way T
have gained the name of witch doctor.
Then when T have the patient quieted I
proceed to give her medicine to quiet her
nerves; Iinduce her to eat; Igo through
various incantations at the door and win-
dows of her room, vowing that every evil
influence will forever be barred out, and
try with my own strong will to impress
Itupon the sufferer that she is to be free
from the witch and then Ileave her.
"In a majority of cases such afflicted

women are restored to health by proper
medical assistance and nursing. You
know that in this age, while it is very
much improved over the century just
passed,, there are yet many in the back-
woods districts who .-itill believe in being
afflicted by spells from witches. Under-
stand me, Ido not say they are wrong.
Ihave seen many strange cases and I
cannot say that they vrere the result of an
overwrought imagination. Ionly know
that they acted as If they imagined they
were verging on insanity. Indeed, some
have told me they thought so. Their
nerves were completely upset. Yet all
they needed was some strong force of

mind and body to combat them and put
them at their ease by assuring them that
they would be certainly relieved from the
powers of the witches or the devils in
them.

"Men are not so often attacked. Young
girls and young women are mostly af-
flicted. Sometimes Iam called to see
boys, and at other times babies in the
cradle, who are apparently starving amid
plenty, but who have Bhrunk to living
skeletons. The parents of such babies in
variably tell me an old woman witch is
under suspicion. Iat once enter into
their belief and proceed with a number
of incantations, hut leave medicines for
the ailment Ithink the child is afflicted
with, and then go away saying that I
had baffled the witch and giving special
Instructions about the first oM woman
who crosses their threshold. Mind you, i
do not say that a spell cannot he put on
a child or any one else. It is safer to tell
you that all surh cases arc overwrought
nervousness. But people have been pos-
sessed with devils in all ages. The Lord
cast out devils. Familiar spirits are
chronicled in all histories. The American
Indians had their medicine men who witli
incantations cast out devils, or evilspirits. We are no better than the peo-
ple of a century or ten centuries ago.
We are weaker and wiser, hut we may
be just as full of evil, and just as muchsubject to devils as the people of the past
were. Idon't say we are. but the sutono-sitlon is that we are, because we are
weaker and wiser.

"We have keener imaginattons, havemore business, more mental activity andour nerves are more played upon 'Nowcouple a mental or a nervous u.sorder ordisarrangement of any bodily function
with an Imagination of devils, witches ordevils, and what is the result? It mustnot be said that a man who pretends to
cast out witches is a believer in witchcraft. The patients generally are the be
lU-vers. and they want human sympathy
first, and then, having faith, they can beaided, possibly, better than in ahv otherway. But, mind you,Idon't say tnov arewrong. Idon't say that the casting ,>{u
of devils in the New Testament is false
doctrine or pernicious teaching The
greatest scholars of past history believedindemonology."
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