
THE WEEK AT THE THEATRES

And now for more opera. Like the
ri<h. it is alwa\s with us. Impre-

sarios s»>pin to regard San Francisco
as an operatic Klondike, and as long
a? they give us good shows we ran
stand ihe slur. Iam alluding espe-
cially to the Lambardi Italian Grand
Op<»ra Coi ira Milan, via South

Mexico and Southern
rornla, which opens for us to-morrow
nis-ht in ift^ California Theater. Often
In th" past have valuable Little I
of singers ipon us from the
unuth, and it is ii"t excessive optim-
ism I b imething unique and
good from 1 rdi's band. They

led by the horns and
drums of stoul promises; they « imo

1.-s Angeles, whose
muf: \u25a0 Lhey have .iust lifted by
the ears, and only ask a fair hearing.
For a week they will sins: In the <'ali-
forn'.a Theater. If that week is
enough U. as nul >tlyas
they will have i i1we will think
about then) no more. It' that .week is

jh, they will move <<ut to the
Alhambra and continue indefinitely, for
their ranks arc numerous and th°iv
repertory \u25a0 Win or lose, they

willsing at prices that range from $1 50
down. Ihear all manner of amiable
and curious things about the Lam-

bardi company. For one. the principal
Finders outnumber the chorus. It is

. Lambardi has enough prin-
cipals to provide three distinct casts

for every opera in the repertory.

Judging from his list, which counts
thirty-five, this is no summer

jest. A sure throat or stolon tiara will
not necessitate a change of bill at the

nth hour. Several of these sing-

ers are solemnly described as wonders
by the L i \u25a0- critics. All Italian
nam' ilike to me until Ihear
the singers who bear them, so iwill not
attempt to anticipate the individual
excellencies ->f theße thirty-five Los
Ange Just a few will
serve the moment. By private letter
from a man who ought to know lam
told \u25a0

'
rytone such j-.s

we have not heard In yearß. You will- were woeful-
ly shy during the Ellis season. Salassa,

.r. has a voice of sumptuous tone
\u25a0 fine dramatic meth< id. He 1
1 to round the roof to-morrow

In the "Pagilacci" prologue,
r, is another con-

spicuous lion v cialty is robust
r lea. Among the soprani is a young
woman by the name of Sostlgini, said
to I-' possessed of a voice of prreat
range and limberness and singular

The Lambardi photographs
that Ihave seen display men of comely
features and some style; the women
principals are -ling from an
anatomical view; and th*> chorus Is
homely enough to kill the calcium.
But thepe wrong-faced choristers can
ping, Iunderstand, to beat th>-> hand.
The clothes and stage furniture <>f the
Lambardi company are said to be no
great shakes. "But." to cpiote my cor-
respondent, "while the trappings aril

suits of modern meretricious perform-
ances may be conspicuous by their ab-
sence, while the giddy fairy may not
dominate the chorus, and while the
Btage manager may not have received
his education at the London Lyceum,
the hone and sinew of an operatic com-
pany is all there." Bone and sinew
sound well and are good things to
have; and Mr. Wyatt, the' manager,
promises me that the homeliness of the
chorus will be diluted by a handsome
bunch of damsels from the local Italian
colony; and as there are several shops
in town that make a business
of renting decent opera costumes,
it is possible to triumph over
some of these material difficul-
ties. And the orchestra, which here-
tofore numbered a beggarly dozen
instruments, will for us be swelled to
thirty. However, to-morrow night will
tell the tale. 1 am not much given to
booming the unknown and unheard,
but from all signs it seems to me that
the town ought to turn out to-morrow
night and find out for itself of what
stuff these modest Lambardisare made.

Btill speaking of opera only of an-
other kind. Ihavo never heard any-
thing quite so banal musically as "The
Prlnci ss Nicotine," which the s iuth-
weii company has i: with dur-
ing the past week. The composer !s
William Furst, known and loved here
for a lor.g spell of bright, original
work. Furst is the cleverest li^ht

a leader the Tlvoli ever had, and
he showed musicianliness and vigorous

Invention in hi:-- grand opera, "1
dora." which was produced in the little
opt ra house around the rTn< •\u25a0 some ten
years ago (and subsequently worked
over by the Bohemian composer In the
form of Incidental music for Frohman
and Haynian play,--). Hut Furst left us
for the wider metropolis, where he '\u25a0 k
to leading theater orchestras and wiit-
ing i \u25a0 ..;;, h per yard.
or mile. And his finish found him. It
takes a particularly sensitive ear to
find how much worse is oni recent
Furst opera than another, but I will
swear that "The Prin Ni otii \u25a0

"
has

less tune to the acre than anything
else in Mr. Purst's collected properties.
Itisn't even d scently stolen. Occasion-
ally you catch a snatch of Bomel
good music, but in the next bar it is
submerged in the hopeless common-
placpness of the composer's own. It is
music without color, without tune,
without motion. The orchestra and
company go through all the sound
and gesture of a real comic oj
There Is a character song for the
comedian, a warble song for th<
prano, and trios, quartets and finales
in which the brass blows and the drums
thump and the hardwai \u25a0 -but
no music comes '"it of it. Yon have

•
i the street pr a< her whose

motions and pulpit-business might be
Henry Ward Beecher's, but whose
words are :; tireless stream of nothing?
"The Princess Nicotine" affected me In
the same way. Iadmire the Southwell
company for the most complete comic
< pera organization that ever OC(

a permanent place in our ainusemtnts.
and would encourage rather than chill
its enterprise in producing pieces that
are new to us, but as l live Iwould
rather sit to a revival of even "The Bo-
hemian Girl" than to such, stuff as
"Nicotine."

Besides singers yet unheard we are
promised on Monday night in the Co-
lumbia, a play as yet unacted and un-
titled, from the pen of Mrs. E. F. Rigrgs,
a Southern woman. Herbert Kelcoy and
EfTip Shannon will produce it and a
prize of $100 will be given the lucky
suja:g:estor of the most suitable title. In
the theatrical business the name of a
play is a very important detail, and a
good one is easily worth the price of-
fered. Ihope that the play may be of
equal value. That, too, is a matter to
be settled later. After several readings

of the printed plot that is furnished to
the contestants for the title prize Iana
come to the conclusion that either Iam
;i very bad reader or the m; n who
K"t it up a very bad writer; and with
all modesty Iam Inclined to give my-
self the !)• nefll of the doubt. The most
of this printed story deals in events
thai ti»>i< place twenty years before the
curtain rises cm the first act. A simple
intelligence like my own finds much
difficulty in mastering the complica-
tions that follow this "period of titn<>
elapsed," as they are set forth in the
documents, but Idare say that Mr.
Kelcey, Mips Shannon and their asso-
ciate players will puncture th-so mys-
teries very nicely iii the performance.
As Itry to make it out. one of the big
situations in this new comedy is where
the young woman mistakes the man
who subsequently marries her to be her
long-losi father. [ may be wrong, but
T think that is what la Intended by the
BcenaHo. Certainly it is a novel com-
plication. It docs not pay t«, trust ton
much to the public, and Iima.gino that
the author, actors and managers have
in readiness a little title of their own
in case a l>> ttor one should not drop in
from the outside.

California.
This is the Lambardi company's reper-

tory for the week of grand opera: ilon-
day, I'Cavallerla Rustlcana" and "IPa£-
liacd;" Tuesday, "Faust;" Wednesday,
"l.iiiiy;"Thursday, "Nonu;" Friday,
"Cavaileria Etustic&na

'
and "I Pagliaeol;"

Saturday matinee, "Lucia di Lammer-
nioor;" Saturday, "Uigoletto."

The notorious French farce. "The Tur-
tli-." opens in thu California a week from
t< -night.

The name of the winner of the $100 prize
offered for the best title to Mrs. Riggs'
new play, wil! be announced from the
Columbia stage to-morrow night. Theplay la laid to '>•\u25a0 one of. atmosphere, after
tin mode of "Alabama/ and Us scenes
and characters are Southern.

"The abandoning of a child by the
father, who is deceived into so doing by
the machinations of a jealous woman, and
the mistaking by the child, after growing
Into womanhood, of another man for her
father; the fallingIn love ..f the mistaken
father with the who thinks he is her
father owing to the fact that he bears n>>r
nal parent's name by virtue of an order
of court; the delicate mission Of bringing
.together the real father and daughter by
the lover these," says a late press. "furnish the main theme or the
com< dy."

\ great deal of Interest In holne taken In
th ming engagement of Henry Miller
nt thr Columbia. Tie will be supported by
a host of Rood people, including Edward
J. Morgan, an actor of extreme power and
distinction, and Mar^nret Anfrlin. who re-

ENTER LAMBARDI AND
HIS THIRTY-FIVE STARS

A PROMISING EXPERIMENT IN ITALIAN GRAND OPERA

Cently played Roxane to Richard Mans-
field's Cyrano. Charles Walcott. Guy
Standing and Blanche Burton are also of
the company. The opening piece will be
Henry Arthur Jones' comedy of manners,
"The" Liars." In which John Drew has
made a success.

Alcazar.
\u25a0Lewis Morrison. Miss Roberts and the

regular Alcazar stock company will pre-
sent "Hamlet" all of this week at the
little playhouse on O'Parrell street. Next
week "Tho Master of Ceremonies" will be
the attraction. "Romeo and Juliet" is in
prospect, but the announcement is not yet

made* whether Mr. Morrison will be thf
Romeo. Mark Thai] leaves for New York
shortly, with an eye tv new plays and
players.

Grand Opera-House.
Both kinds of opera a^ain by the South-

wells. Next week £hey will appear at the
Grand Opera-house In » double bill of "1
Pagllacci" and "The Pirates of Pen-
zance." in the former Miss Mason will
appear as Nedda, her Impersonation of
which the Eastern press declares to be

excellent. Mr.Persse will sins? Canio and
Mr. Goff Tonio. In "The Pirates of len-
sance" Miss Julie Cone, a new Caluornia
prima donna, who has lately returned
from New York, will appear as Mabel.
Her last appearance here was as the prin-
cipal support of fftiille, the tenor, in
scenes from grand opera. Mr. Wolff, as
the Major General, will present a likeness
of the eommanaer-in-chief of the British
army, whom Gilbert satirised in this role.

Tivoli.
"The Merry War," .Tnhann Strauss'

comic opent. will be revived ;it the Tivoli
thi? week. The opera has not been Eung
li<-r. for five years, arid a careful and wvll
conceived production is promised by the
capable members of the Tivoli company.
To all lovera of light opera "The merry
War' is known. It Is fullof waltzes from
beginning to end anfl written in the must

By Asbtor) Stevens

delightful style of the waltz king. Grade
PJaisted will reappear after an absence
of nearly three years. Frank Coffin will
make his reappearance, too, in the rote
of Ricardo, and Edwin Stevens will be
happily cast as Balthasar Groot. a tulip
grower from Holland. Charlotte Beck-
wit h. who is becoming a valuable number
to ttu- favorites of the company, willap-
pear as Theresa, and Annie Meyers will
sing Violetta.

Orpheum.
The Orpheum's new bill includes John-

stone Bennett's vaudeville celebrities In
conjunction with the Orpheum's regular
list of stars. At the head of the bill is
Jonnstone Bennett herself, she who at-
tained lame as the mannish woman In
"Jane." and later as th<- star of the "Fe-
male Drummer." She appears at the Or-
pheum in a sketch written for her by Lon
Rosen of London, and said to be very
funny. During the run of the playlet
Miss Bennett Introduces no less th;m five
different characters. She is assisted by
Antonio Williams, himself a clever come-
dian. A feature is expected in Houdlni.
the "Kingof the Handcuffs." He is cred-
ited withgiving one of the most interest-
ing and mystifying exhibitions of tricks
with cards, illusions, and cabinets ever
witnessed on a vaudeville stage. McAvoy
aful M.-iy. the cyclonic comedians, are re-
garded as the big comedy cards, and Cas-
well and Arnold, pantomimic acrobats,
are said to be very clever. The holdovers
Include Clifford and Huth. H«i,ri French,
Moung Toon, and Montgomery and Stone.

Olympia.
The Olympiads new people include

Waldo and Elliott, vrho are said to be
very clover as acrobats and trapese per-
former.-., and George Wilson, who Is
claimed to be one of the best dancers.

The Chutes.
At the Chutes next week Mr. and Mrs.

Keesing will make their vn«ril debut in
this city. Earl Way and Madge Maitland

wMI present a new "coon" specialty. Gene
Hughes and Lena Crews Hughes, direct
from th<' Keith theaters, will appear in
"A Matrimonial Substitute." This after-
noon Dv Bell, a rival of the late Blondin.
will w.-ilk across a wire stretched from the
end of the chutes Theater to Clayton
street, a distance of nearly 1000 feet.

Debut of Miss Nellie Bowlin.
Miss N'eiii.- Bowlin, a young San Fran-

cisco gir]. will make her professional de-
but as a dramatic reader at Sherman &
Clay Hall next Thursday evening. She
will be assisted by well-known local tal-
ent and several special features will be
Introduced to make the programme un-
usually attractive. Miss Bowlin will give
several [io(ms that have brought her con-
siderable reputation In" private circles.
Among them will be "The Man With the
Hoe." Kipling's "Recessional" and "The
Vampire."

Another California Girl Success.
Hardly a week passes without bringing

up news of the success of s.imc Califor-
nia girlon the stage. Pretty Boon we will
\.e reckoning actreasea among the chief
products of this resourceful State. Fol-
lowing Blanche Bates' triumphs in New
York and Washington, conies news of the
prodigious success made by Beth Frank-
lyn with the Lyceum Stock Company of
Baltimore. Although Miss Franklyn is
a nativ • of this city and an actress of
versatile resources we are acquainted
with only one phase of nor work. We
saw her as "de Duchess" in "Chimmie
Fadden." During the stork season in
Baltimore she lias played all sorts of
parts, from the flip to the emotional, and
the Baltimore critic; fcive her as much
praise In serious as in comedy work. One
promineni writer says that her Louise in
"The Two Orphans" ib better than Kate
Claxton'a at its best.

Musical Mention.
After three years' study with Clodto

in New York, Miss (Daisy) Mac Cressy
will return to San Francisco and give a
song recital in the Si.erman and Clay
Hall on the evening of June 15.

Outer World
The Washington papers are thick with

compliments of Frank Mafhieu, who is
playing with the Frawleys In the capital
city. In a recent production of "The
Wife" Myron Calico was taken ill and
Mr. Mathieu had to take his part, that
of Matthew Culver, the villain, at short
notice. He was nervous at first, hut be-
fore- the night was over achieved a dis-
tinct success.

Charles Krohman is reported to have
said, after the curtain fell on the first
performance of the Adams revival ofr'Romeo and Juliet," on Monday evening
of last week: "T am going to make a bid
for the Western rißhts to that play. I
think it would be a hit in that section
of the Country." Maude Adams is to ap-
pear in New York January 1 in a new
Barrie play. Mr. Frohman thinks of let-
ting her try "As You Ltke It" or
"Twelfth Night"next season.

,Sarcey came out on top in his ex-
change of wit with Coquelin. Hlfl first
article said: "Coquelin finds that Iam
growing old. Alas, we all grow old, my
poor friend. You have just discovered
that for yourself in playing Bonaparte.
You divide my life into two parts; up to
1880 Iwas the national critic; after that I
became foolish. Ithink you an' mistaken.
The lines of division are not so simply
drawn. Ihave my days, like everybody,
and. which is extraordinary, my days cor-
respond with yours. When you played
Petrucio in Mejfere apprivoisee Iwaa the
next day full of talent and Intelligi
You no sooner played Fanfan de Tulipe
than Ibecame an idiot. You playpd
Labrissiere in "Thermidor" and 1 again
became the national critic. You played
Ohnei's Colonel Roquebrune and again I
fell. You played Cyrano de Berger.ic and
Ireached theclouds. You play Bonaparte
and Ibecome an old fool. Oh, my
Coquflin;Ipray you, play only fro. mi rod -.
and play them always perfectly. If you
will not do this for your sake, do it for
mine."

Mrs. Craigie's three-act blank verso
tragedy, "Os-born and T'rsyne," which has
been bought by George Alexander, is
published in the June number of T^ady
Randolph Churchill's new quarterly.

"Change Alloy" has received a fiercer
slating thrin the English papers often ac-
cord to any play.
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4 the company! THE PLAYS FOR THE SEASON: I+ E.J.MORGAN, MARGARET ANGLIN, MRS. THOS. WHIFFEN, '<THF ||adc» •<HP flnTcc ace •> I>- CHAS. WALCOT. LOUISE THORNDYKE BOUCICAULT,
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\u25a0f MARGARET DALE, GUY STANDING, C. LESLIE ALLEN "LORD AMD LADY fILGY a+ BLANCHE BURTON, JAMES LINDSAY. MARIE DESICKSON,
"

THE ADVENTURES OF LAD URSULA" +
EARLE BROWN JOSEPH ADELMAN, FRANK E LAMB,

"
BROTHER OFF'CE r^S

"
"JULIUS CAESAR" >

T THOMASWHIFFEN, MINNA ROEHN, HARRY SPEARS, Etc. "HAMLET" Etc., Etc. t' +
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WEEK COMMENCING V SUNDAVMYIATINEE,June 4.
/\ GREAT NEVA/ DOUBLE BILL!

! JOHNSTONE BENNETT'S VAUDEVILLE CELEBRITIES,
in conjunction THE ORPHEUM'S BIG STARS.

Coast Debut- in Vaudeville of the Imperial Comedienne,

MISS JOHNSTONE BENNETT,
Assisted bj ANTONIO WILLIAMS,
In Messrs. Lew Rosen and Kenneth Lee's Best Comedy,

"A QUIET EVENING AT HOME."

The Talk of Two Continents.

mysterious IHJULIIINI mystifying
The King of Handcuffs'. The Great Trunk Mystery! The Premier Card Manipulator!. Assisted by MISS BEATRICE HOUDINI,in the Most Startling Act of the Tear.

McAVOY AND MAY, The Cyclonic Comedians

CASWELL AND ARNOLD, Etattaafc Ctaslj Acrobats.
CLIFFORD and HUTH, I HENRI FRENCH,

America's Best Comedian and Comedienne. .I.The Juggling Bicyclist, the Talk of the City.

'-';"-C";i Last "Week of the Two Great Cards.

MOUNG TOON and MOUNG CHET, I MONTGOMERY and STONE,
The Burmese Wonders. I \u25a0 Beau Brummels of Vaudeville.

MATINEE TO-DAY (SUNDAY), JUNE 4, P^S t:r',oc 3c.ny"«y'

UNION COURSING PARK. GLEN PARK.
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY,

monster biZZ~this Sunday.

CLASSICAL EVENTS FREEa^RJma\- curOPEN AND EXTRA STAKES.
" rtllU rtlVlftlCUl\

120-NOMINATIONS-120 V/AIIDFVIIIF
JlOOO-PRIZE MONEY-JlOOO

• VrtUULW lUI-L,

TRAIN SERVICE:
- SHOW !

Special trains leave Third and Towneend r» \u0084. AAkI
,

f»nm!f<iAn
•

streets. Saturday 10:30 A. M and 12:55 P. M.. PifIOfl\ 4\fTN>Nl\"
Sunday 11 A. M.. 12 M. and IP. M. Twenty- UALIAj\JI\ iIJvL11*311/ 1" i
fifth and Valencia streets five minutes later.
Returning from Park Immediately after last Pony Races, Pole arid Ladder Climbing:,
course. Extra train from Park on Sunday at Contests for Cash Prizes Open to All.
4:45 P. M. San Mateo Electric Cars every ten ADMISSION 10 CENTS.
mlnUte8' —

;__ ,
San Mateo Electric Cars Run Direct to Chil-

ADMISSION-25 CENTS: LADIES FREE. dren's Playground.

AMUSEMENTS.

fiSil^iJoiisL
LAST NIGHTS OF

the: mascot.
MONDAY EVENING. June sth.

Scenic Revival of Johann Strauss' Masterpiece,

THE
MERRY

WAR.
Krappea ranee of Everybody's Favorite.

GRACIE PLAISTED.
SLTERB CAST 1

SPLENDID SCENERY!
CORRECT COSTIMEB!

MATINEE SATURDAY AT 2 O'CLOCK.

PRICES
-

\u25a0

-
\u25a0 25c and 50c

TEL PHONE BUSH 9.

THE WEEKLY CALL;
61 per Year.

Enlarged to 16 Pages

AMUSEMENTS.

COLUMBIA^*
LAST 6 NIGHTS!
Monday Night

FIRST TIME
ON ANY STAGE

ANEW
COMEDY

By EVA FOSTER RIGGS,

—Presented by
—

T*HE

KELCEY-
SHANNON

CO/VIPANY.
A ROM i:OF THE SOUTH
REALISTIC in CHARACTER.
QUAINT INITSHUMOR.

Produced With Special Regard to

SCENIC SURROUNDINGS
AND STfiGE DETAIL.

Tne Titc, Selected from Public
Suggestion, Will Be Announced
from the Sta?e Monday Night.

Juno 12—Inaugural of
•v HENRY MILLER'S GRKAT CO m

SUTRO BATHS. .
SUNDAY. JUNE 4, AT 2:30 p. 11.

IMMENSE PROGRAMME.

SWIMMING RACES FOR
VALUABLEPRIZES.
ADMISSION. 10c: CHILDREN, •'><\u25a0.

Bathing, Including: Admission, 25; Children, 20c.
OPEN NIGHTS.

CALIFORNIA THEATER,

Beginning MONDAY LVENiNG, June 5
LAMISARDIGRAND

ITALIANOPERA COMPANY
FROM MILAN.

REPERTOIRE FOR THE FIRST WEEK:
Monday "CAVALLERIA RI'STICANA"

And "I PAGLIACCI"
Tuesday "LUCIA DILAMMERMOOR"
Wodm-^lay "ERNANI"
Thursday "MANON LESCAI T"
Friday "RIOOLETTO"
Saturday Matinee

"LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR"
Saturday "ILTROVATORE"

§ Popular Prices. All Beats Reserved.
Entire ground floor $100
Balcony SOc, 76c and $1 00
Gallery 2r>c
Bex and Logo Seats $150

NEXT ATTRACTION, SUNDAY. June 11,
That Much-dlscufeed French Farce,

THE TURTLE.
Presented by BJABELLE EVEBBON, SKI-

NOR PERUOrNI, OEOROE HOLLAND,ADA
DEAVES, MARION IiALLOU and Important
Others. /V-r

Duilflv GREAT REALISTIC
WAR PANORAMA!

flf Prof. W. a. ROLLINS.* . the eminent orator,
mm a. lectures half hourly.

/YlOrillO kUrket «t.; nr EleHth.
Admission 50c.

Bay! j^^^

GRAND OPERA HOUSE
Telephone Main f.S2.

Lasi Night of "THE PRINCESS NICOTINE.11

TO-MORROW EVENING,

GRAND DOUBLE BILL!
THE PIRATES of PENZANCE

AND

IPAGLIACCI.
Reserved Scats, 25c and 50c; Gallery. 15c.

Branch Rnx Office Just inside main entrance
Emporium.

CHUTES AND ZOO!
A MATINEE EVERY DAY.

GREAT BILLIN THE FREE THEATER.
VISIT LUNETTE in the LONDON MAZE.

RIDE ON THE GALLOPING HORSES.

This Sunday Afternoon,

Wire Walk by DU BELL.
The Successor of BLONDIN.
The Successor of BLONDIN.

ALCAZAR11™
TO NIGHT, BUNDAT. AT 8.
AND ALL NEXT WKKK,
America's Greatest Actor,

LEWIS MORRISON,
Supported iii- Dip Talented Actress,

FLORENCE ROI3EMTS,
in His Cre.-it Creation,

HAMLET.
Chronicle "Lewis Morrison presented a

(tralKhtforward picture "t Hamlet, iil ŝupport
was food and setting!* and costumes hand-
sotne."

Next Tin: MASTER OF CEREMONIES."

...OLYMPIA...
Fuldv St.. Cor. Mn«n.

America's Most Hpnutiful Music Hall.

MORE GREAT NEW STARS.

WALDOandELLIOTT,
Sensational Aerial Artiste.

GbO. H, WILSON,
Comfdlan and Dancer.

ANTONIO VARGAS,
Favorite Barytone.

WITH FAVORITES FROM LAST WEEK
MAKING AN EXTRA STRON'i BILL.

ADMISSION FREE. MATINEE SUNDAY.


