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FIFTEEN HUNDRED BOERS REPORTED
KILLED AT MAFEKING.

CAPE TOWN, Oct. 19.-=It is rumored here that news
has reached De Aar Junction and been communicated to
the troops there to the effect that when the Boers were
repulsed at Mafeking, the defenders, seeing the ehemy in

retreat, followed up their advantage and pursued them
for some distance. Then a feint was made and they

ribly.

commenced to fall back upon the town, allowing them-
selves to be driven by the enemy.
retricve their position, again advanced to the attack and
were drawn over the lyddite mines which had been laid
for the defense of the town.

The Boers, eager to

The invaders suffered ter-
It is reported that 1500 of them were Killed. The Mafe-
King armored train also has been doing great execution.
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TURBULENT SESSION OF
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

row a question whether the Government
had decided upon a sgpecific course of ac-
tion with reference to the recommenda-
tion of the International Commission,
respecting the future administration of
Samoa.

The Secretary of State for India, Lord
George Hamilton, replying to a question

in South Africa, said the entire charge
would be defrayed out of the imperial ex-
chequer.

Mr. Balfour, in reply to an interpella-
tion as to whether the imperial Govern-
ment was now reviewing the action of
the Cape Colony Premier, Mr. Schreiner,
and other members of the Cape Govern-
ment, and as to whether the Governor of
Cape Colony, Sir Alfred Milner, would
be allowed to dlsmiss the Schreiner Min-
istry, to dissolve the Cape Legislature
and temporarilv to assy me foll anthority,
said: “rhis question Is apparently found-
ed upon newspaper reports, for which, so
far as the imperial Government is aware,
there is no foundation.”

sitting of Parliament would be regarded
as a complete session, to be terminated
by prorogation and not adjourned, until
February.

Henry Seter-Karr, Conservative, in ac-

Messrs. Patrick O'Brien and William Red-
mond, Parnellites, advocating the cause
of the Boers, attempting to seduce Brit-
ish soldiers and inciting them to actively
assist the enemies of the Queen, and
what action, if any, the Government pro-
posed to take in the matter.

Mr. Redmond rose quickly and said that

plied he desired to ask him whether it
was not a fact that he (Mr. Redmond) in
suggesting a message of sympathy to
President Kruger, and only followed the
precedent followed by her Majesty's
grandson (the Emperor). (Laughter.)
Mr. Balfour replied as follows: ‘I was
not aware that the honorable member for
East Clare framed himself upon such an
august model. (Laughter.) I may point
out the difference between him and
the Emperor of Germany—that his im-
perial Majesty is not a Britisher, nor a

19.—Floor and gal- | member of this House.

ONDON, Oct.

leries were densely crowded to-

day in the House of Commons in

anticipation of a speech by the

Secretary of State for the Colon-

jes, Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, on |
“The Government's Policy in South
Africa.” The First Lord of the Treas-
ury and the Government leader, Arthur
J. Balfour, promised to answer to-mor-

on the expenditure for the Indian troops |

Mr. Balfour announced that the present |

| could apply these

{ “I rise to order. I

cordance with notice given yesterday, |
asked the First Lord of the Treasury |
whether the attention of the Government
had been directed to certain speeches |
and letters by and emanating from the
members for Kilkenny and East Clare, |

before the First Lord of the Treasury re- |

|
i

CAPTAIN NESBITT AND
MEN WERE NOT KILLED

Secretary Chamberlain Frequently Inter-
rupted While Explaining That Great
Britain Must Be the Paramount
Power in South Africa.

I have reason to
doubt the accuracy of the statements con-
tained in the question So far as my
memory serves, support of a similar char-
acter has Invariably been offered by the
same quarters to those engaged in hos-

tilities with her Majesty's Government,
quite irrespective of ra creed or the
theater of hostilities. I have no ground
for thinking that *h support was ever
regarded as important by those to whom
it was proffered, and I advise the House
to take the same viéw now.” (Peals of
laughter.y

Mr. Chamberlain, who was loudly
cheered on rising, began with a severe

criticism of the action of the opposition

at the previous meeting of Parliament.
Their statements, he said, were calculated
to encourage Pr t Kruger's resist-
ance and to embarr s the Government

functions.”
demand

ical

Stanhope’s

“in most difficult and «

Referring to Mr.

yesterday for the production of his (Mr.
Chamberlain's) letter to Mr. Hawksley,
he said he would gladly produce this if

Sir

William Vernof Harcourt and John
Morley, who were members of the Socuth

i

Afri Jommittee, demanded it. Sir
John Stanhope's eriticism 1} character-
ized as neither honest nor honorabie

The Speaker. Sir Johr Guliey ntar-
venzd, saying that the language of the
Colonial Secretary was beyond parlia-
mentary bounds.

Mr. Chamberiain retorted that it was
impossible adequately to describe Mr.

Stanhope's accusation that he (Chamber-
lain) and Sir Alfred Milner had fomented
war. The Government welcomed all hon-
est and honorable criticism of its policy,
said Mr. Chamberlai “and 1 wish I
epithets to the speech
of the member for Bunnley.”

Mr. Stanhope, leaping to his feet, cried:
thought fit yesterday
to arraign the conduct of the Secretary of
State for the Colonies. He speaks of my
criticism as dishonorable and dishonest.
Can such terms be applied to members
of this House’ (Opposition cheers.)

The Speaker said: “'I think the language
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies
is going somewhat (The rest
of his words were drov d in wild Irish
cheers and shouts of “Withdraw.”)

Mr. Chamberlain calmly waited until the

uproar had subs d and said: *“I bow
with all respect, Mr. Speaker, to your de-
cision. 1 withdraw everything 1 have

sald.

Then amid frequent ironical cheers he
proceeded to denounce the ‘“‘camapign
slander,” based upon his refusal to ac-
cept Mr. Stanhope’s challenge to produce
the letter he wrote Hawksley, saying that
if Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman or Sir
William Vernon Harcourt desired to see
the letter he would pr e it with the
greatest pleasure, as they were honor-
able members and honorable men. (Cries

ONDON, Oct. 19.—According to pri-
vate information received here from
Bloemfontein, the capital of the
Orange Free State, President Kru-
ger telegraphed an account to Presi-
| dent Steyn of the affair at Kraai
| Pan, where the Boers derailed and bom-
| barded the British armored train carrying

Captain Nesbitt’s party. President Kru-
i ger said that Nesbitt and seven men were
| serlously wounded, that po one was killed
and that all the prisoners were doing well.

According to the same advices, a Dutch
farmer living in one of the border towns
has received a letter from a friend in the
Transvaal referring to the Mafeking af-
fair as ‘‘bad business."”

The transports which will convey the
{army corps about to start for South Af-
| rica will go neither to Durban nor Cape
Town, both of which are already crowded
with refugees, but to Port Elizabeth, Port
Alfred and East London, from which
points railroads converged directly upon
the Free State border, where concentra-
tion will be affected somewhere in the
neighborhood of Norvalspont. The ad-

y | vance will then begin toward Pretoria.

Almost everything is in readiness for the
| departure of the troops from Southamp-
ton to-morrow, when five transports, each
carrying a thousand men with officers,
will start for South Africa. The first wil
sail at 1:30 p. m., the others following at
intervals of half an hour.

A dispatch from Pretoria asserts that

Joseph B. Robinson, the millionaire gold
mine owner and chairman of the Robinson
South African Banking Company, who is
now in London, to return te Johannesburg
on pain of confiscation of his property.
Mr. Robinson characterizes the alleged
threat as ridiculous. He says he is a
British subject, that the Transvaal Gov-
ernment has no right to demand his return

the Transvaal Government has cabled to |

President Kruger Gives an Account of the
Destruction of the Train
at Kraai Pan.
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and that his properfy has not been and
cannot be confiscated. |

Portugal, according to a dispatch from
Berlin, has given distinct assurances of
her neutrality. A continuance of com-
merce with the Transvaal, by way of
Delagoa Bay, is therefore secured.

Advices from Cape Town, dated yester-
day, say the Governor of the Colony, Sir
Alfred Milner, has issued a proclamation
prohibiting the importation of all danger-
ous explosives.
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