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BOLD BANDITS—
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Party of Guerrillas Captured
by a Detachment of the

17th Infantry.

NEW PROBLEM IN THE
• PHILIPPINES.—

\u2666
—

Bands of Desperate Natives Who
WillHave to Be Dealt With by

the American Authorities.
\u2666

Gj>ecial Dispatch to Th*Call.
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CAPTURE A GUN, BUT
LOSE THREE SCORE MEN.

LONDON, Dec. 12,—The War Office publishes
the following dispatch from General Buller:

"A dispatch fron) General White dated De-
cember II says:

"Last night Colonel Metcalf and 500 of the
Second Rifle Brigade sortied to capture a Boer
bowitzer on a hill. They reached tbe crest witb-out being discovered, drove off the enemy and
then destroyed the howitzer witb guncotton.

'When returning Metcalf found bis retreat
barred by the Boers, but be forced his way
tbrough, using the bayonet freely. Boer losses
were considerable. The British losses were as fol-
lows: Lieutenant Ferguson and eleven roen Killed;
Captain Paley, Second Lieutenant Davenport,
Second Lieutenant Bond and forty-one rr)en
wounded; six men captured wbo bad remained
behind in charge of the wounded.'

"

British Troops Make a Brilliant Sortie From
Ladysmith and Destroy a Howitzer —

Retreai
Cut Off by the Boers and Desperate Fighting
Ensues.

LONDON.
Dec. 13.—From Ladysmlth

this morning comes the most cheer-
Ing news. .Tini.bele&suered garrison
are evidently not

'
satisfied with

holding their own and awaiting the
arrival of the relief column". The gallant
troops ;iRnJn have executed a brilliant
and dashing sortie and surprise upon tho
H<M-r linos. A hill on which a 4.7-lnch
bowltxcr had been mounted was carried
\u25a0m Monday nlcht by the Second Battalion
of th.» Iilt1«» Hrljrade and th« howitzer de-
stroyed with Kuncotton. On, its retreat
the Hrltish force found that the Boers
had eloped In upon them, but by usinf?
thi> haj-onet they went .throUßh them,
ratifting heavy losses and sustainlnff but
sllcht lamas* themselves.

in? euori 01 tnis Reeonu eminently sue- |

cessful^ attempt to destroy the heavy
guns commanding the besieged city at
strategic points la bound to be great.

There have not been wanting signs that
th« Boors regard Ladysmlth as. a very,
hard nut to crack

—
i>erhaps too hard for,

them. Then General Buller's concentra-
tion at Frer«» has undoubtedly caused
the drawing off of some of the beseiglng
commandos.

These swift and heavy blows dealt by
General Whlt<», the 'sudden assault and
destruction of guns and successful with-
drawal of British troops to their camp
must ~o far to convince the Boers that ;
they have not accomplished much toward
compelling the town's surrender.

There is still no news of General-Bul-
ler's advance, but Bethune's Horse have
reconnoitered. Colenso railway bridge Is

now completely destroyed, but the
r< ad bridge is still standing.

Although there is the Cape Town rumor
that fighting was proceeding all day Mon-
day in the direction of Modder River we
are still without further definite news of
Lord Methuen's • advance. . He is con-
fronted with a very powerful Boer force,
the defeat of which must tax the energies
of his column to the utmost. He if also
In some danger from Boer attacks upon
the right Hank and his line of communica-
tion. It la now certain that the forces
which he dislodged from their positions at
Belmont and Modder River are by no
means shattered In morale.

The British defeat at Stormberar has
increased the risk if operations against
hi* rear,. since it would be perfectly pos-
sible for the Boers to dispatch men by
rail from Btormberg and Fauresmlth.
which are only about sixty miles from
Gran Pan and Belmont. Besides, It is
more than .probable that a considerablebody of men has been moved from Lady-
smith across the Free State to Jacoba-
dahl.

The Boer* will make most desperate ef-
forts to crush the Klmberley reMef force.
In military circles, however, there exists
a firm belief that the skill, general dis- jcipline and braver] of the troop* Ml) ex-
tricate them from their difficult position
and inflict a crushing defeat upon the
Boers.

While the firingheard on Monday might |
be from a great battle. it Is more likely to
be an artillery reconnoissance. No doubt
the enemy's trenhces will be thoroughly
bombarded before they are attacked.

General Methuen la likely to clear his
flank and rear before he commits himself
to-a pitched battle with Cronje'i com-
mandos.

Gatacro's detailed explanation of his
reverse, as given out by the War Office,
last evening, has caused considerable as-
tonishment and evoked -chary criticism.
He said that the operation, which ended
in lamentable failure, seemed to promise
certain success, but the distance was un-
derestimated by both himself and the lo-
cal guides. It v.....-us incomprehensible
that a general should not be supplied with
good maps, and yet there in hardly an-
other explanation. That the palpable
moral of the Franco-German war in this
respect should have been overlooked
comes with a shock. In that death strug- ;
gle the French officers could not obtain !
mapq of their frontier provinces, while
the Germans knew almost every road and
lane between the Rhine and Paris.
ItIs lamentable that this disaster should

have occurred on British coil because tho
British commander underestimated, the >

distance between his camp and that ofI
the Boers. The fact that General Gatacrc
himself had not reconnoitered the Boers*
position was evidently due to his weak-
ness In cavalry, which prevented a recon-
BOlsaaaea in any force, such as would
compel the Boers to. unmask their artil-
lery.

One result of the reverse is the growing
conviction that the strength of the Boers
has been underestimated: that In all dl-
rections the British are confronted by su-
perior numbers, and that it is the duty of
the nation and the Government to rush
out more reinforcements.

The last units of the Sixth Dlvison em-
bark within a day or so. and it Is now
urged that the Seventh Division should
be mobilized at once and sent to the front.

Mafeklng Is on reduced rations and is |
being heavily bombarded, but Colonel j
Baden-Powell willulve the Bocro a great !
deal more trouble. Hla relief from Rho- j
desia reached Gaberonos on December 2. I
200 miles to the north, from which place
the Boits had retired.
It in not impossible that the Boors ore

trying a flank movement against General I

Buller. as they have been Been moving in
considerable numbers down by Weenaji to
his southwest, In the direction of the
Mooi River

BRITISH TRANSPORT ASHORE.

LAS PALMAS. Canary Islands. Dec. 13.
—The British transport Dentongrange!
with war munitions for South Africa on

board, is ashore outside the harbor and
making water.

STRENGTH OF BOERS
NOT FULLY ESTIMATED

LONDON. Dec. 12.—A message from
Naauwpoort, dated Monday, December 11.

shows that General French has apparent-
ly no inclination to withdraw his ad-
vanced troops at Arundel. as itwas fear-
ed might be the- result of General Gat- j
acre's defeat. General French reports
that his artillery December 11 forced an
advance post of the Boers south of Eolc3-
burg to evacuate Its position and seek
refugo behind Vaalkop.

There Is great indignation In Great
Britain at the ignorance the British in-
telligence department Is displaying In
estimating the Boer strength in Cape
Colony. Experts aver that 15.000 Been
will have to be driven out of the colony
before the passage of the Orange River
can be commenced.

The Rhodeslan force advancing to the
relief of Mafekincr reached Gaberones
Fort December 2 and found the Boers bad
evacuated the place. The Rhodestans ,?rc

repairtng-the-rftllread^aj^th^y— »4varve©»
The latest news from Mafcklng shows

that Colonel Bnden-Powell has been
forced to r*Hur«» the rations of the garrl-
••n and inhabitants, but water is plontl-I
ful there

URGING MENELIK TO
SEIZE THE SOUDAN

NEW YORK, Dec. 12.— A Journal cable
from London says: Dispatches from
Cairo and Rome well Illustrate the. anti-
British machinations of certain European
powers, who seek to take every advan-
tage of England's trouble In South Af-,
rica In order to embarrass her and there- ,
by reap Rain for themselves. The Cairo i
dispatch says:

"Emperor Menelik of Abyssinia with a
(Treat force Is moving menacingly toward
the British possessions of the White Nile.'
His camp is . now near Adis Abeba.
French and Russian envoys with htm arcendeavoring to rouse him to an energetic
campaign against British Interests, urg-
ing him to assert his rights over the Sou-dan, which the envoys declare rightfully ;
belongs to his domain. M<ne!!k'M prog-
ress Is slow. The latest advices say ho
is hesitating over any aggressive move.
The Emperor's court moves with him In

semi-barbaric splendor and the army ac-
companies."

The dispatch from Rome says: "Cap-
tain Clccodlcola. Italian 'envoy to Abys-
sinia, reports the Intrigue* of other pow-
ers to get Menellk roused against th«
British In the Soudan. Ctccodicola says
he fears trouble."
ItIs reported from Brussels that Russia

Is In negotiation with Spain for the ces-
sion of Ceuta. opposite Gibraltar. Itla
declared in Madrid that Ceuta is not to
be sold to any power. What Is likely is
that In tho event of a European war
some, power would bo sure to help Spain
to prevent England seizin* ( -uta.

St. Petersburg reports Russian troops
on the Persian and Turkish frontier* ar<s
to bo Increased on account of German
commercial activity in Asia Minor Ger-many already ha/ secured a railway con-
cession^ th.re. i"he Russian Black Sea
fleet willalso be strengthened.

The Dally Mail says significantly: "Our
readers will do well to watch the, move-
ments of Russia. France and possibly an-
other power In the event of any further
reverse* to our troops In South Africa.
Our correspondence gives evidence at
Russian activity at Ceuta and Tangier
and in Central Asia and Abyssinia."———

Wood a Major General.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 12.-Th« Senate

liiexecutive session to-day confirmed th«
nomination of Leonard* Wood to b« major
general of volunteers.

GATACRE CANNOT EXPLAIN
THE STORMBERG DISASTER——

—^—_^____

Perhaps the Fact That "a Policeman TooK Us
Round Some Miles" Had Something to

Do With) the Crushing Defeat.
LONDON. Dor. 12.-The War Office has- received the following from GenenlForestler- Walker:
"CAPE TOWN. Monday. Dec. 11.-Gatncre reports as follows:"

•The Idea to attack Stormberg seemed to promise certain success hut the
distance was underestimated by myself and the local guides. A policeman tookus round pome mile?, arid consequently we were marching from 9:30 p m. until
4 a. m. nnd were landed in an Impabnahlo position. Ido not consider the error
intentional. The Boers commenced tiring from the top of an unscalable hill and—
wwint4>d^-goniUnany_nL_niir men while in the open place. The Second North-
umberland! tried to turn out the enemy, hut failed. The Second Irish Fusileersseized a kopje near by.and held on. supported by the mounted infantry and Cape
police. The puns tinder Jeffreys could not have been better handled. But Ire-
grot to say that one gun was overturned in a deep nullah and another sank In
quicksand. Neither could be extricated In the time available.••

'Seeing the situation, a dispatch rider was sent to Molten'o with the news
Icollected and withdrew our forces from ridge to ridge for about nine miles'
The Boer guns were remarkably well served. They carried accurately y>oo
yards. lam holding Bushmans Hock and Cyphergat. Iam sending the Iri«hRifles and Northumberlands to Sterksstrom to recuperate. The wounded pro-
ceeded to Queenstown. The missing* Northumberlands number 366. not 306 as
previously reported.'

" " *

PRETORIA. Sunday. Dec. 10.—President Steyn has sent the following details
of the fight at Stormberg Junction:

'

"The British, with six cannon/ attacked the Boers under Swanepoel and
Oliver and stormed the Boers' Intrenched positions on the kopjes. After a se-
vere fight they were compelled to surrender. THe prisoners are Major Sturj?es
six officers and 230 non-commissioned officers and men of the Northumberland
and two officers and about 250 non-commissioned . officers and men of the IrishFusileers. It Is impossible to state the number of dead or wounded of the
British. The Boers captured three cannon and two ammunition wagons."

COVERING THE RETREAT OF THE INFANTRY.
From a sketch by a special artist of the Graphic.

}<«c*«£p^ &b!*mfi4&'tt'&^ «* the ,xt« th Rifle, an, theIncident* have occurred on other Booth African held*, and they demonstrate that for thnt ™ r
,r",

r"'
ir w;hlrh t ey i*"™l1* and successfully accomplished. Like

past, as ha* been contended -by Home recent writers. The .^EfSjWffi^ B^s^uS?ftSi.^ ffijKMt

The former commander of the Raleigh says that the charge that ho prom-

ln-d protection to Spaniards In Pub!* Hay. and then left them unarmed at
tin- mercy of the* Insurgents. la ridiculous*. He nay« he did not bo ashore at
Ollnjjiipoa und that tho Spaniards were fully protected by the Raleigh's
cuns.

CAHIAIN J. W. COIiHLAN.

LOSS OF THE BRITISH
STEAMER ST. HELENS

LONDON*. Dec. 12.— A dispatch from
Saigon, capital of French Cochin China,
says the British st— St. Helens. Cap-
tain I.uckham. last reported from Shang-
hai. September 20. tor Singapore, has been
lost on th- Paracots. a croup of Islets *n<l
reefs In the China Sea. and that five of
her crew *•\u25a0!•• drowned.

The St. Helens was isteel and Iron ves-
sel of 2388 tons register net. She was
built In IFO3 and hailed from London. Sn«
was at Philadelphia when her la*t sur-
vey was made in1&&

MYSTERY NO LONGER
CLOUDS REED'S WILL

"Alvira Alice Reed," the Child
Heiress, Was His Daughter.

He Supported the Mother and His Off-
spring for Seven Years and at His

Death Made Amends.

THF.RE Is no further mystery in con-
nection with the last testament of
the late John J. Reed, the Marin
County capitalist and pioneer, who

surprised his relatives and friends by do-
vlslng valuable property to a child named
In his will as "Elvira Cora do Garcia."
The real name of the little heiress, who is
now 7 years of age. Is "Alvlra Alice
Rood." and that of the mother. Frances
Cora Wood. It Is the old story of the
wiles of the man of wealth and of hi*
success with women: a plain tale of he-
trayal, the stated facts of which make It
extremely culpable.

Frances Cora Wood was an orphan, who
was reared by Mrs. Carmellta Boyle of
Mill Valley, a sister of Mr.Reed. The de-
ceased capitalist had known his victim

from childhood and watched her grow

Into a handsome, attractive woman. He
was in fact a foster uncle to her. Through

his Influence with the young woman he
succeeded In accomplishing her ruin. This
occurred about eight years ago. hut after
the woman's downfall their intimate re-
lations ceased. The man was honorable
enough, however, to provide a comfort-
able living for the woman and his off-
spring.

It Is stated that the family of Mr. R*ed

did not know of his deviation from tne

path of rectitude and that th< y gained
their knowleritje through th<» reading of
the will. It is further asserted that owing

to the circumstances under which the
capitalist disposed of his estate there will
be no contest. He deeded the bulk of his
property to his Immediate heirs on the
21st of N'ovomb'-r last, and on the i'th 'f
the same month he wrote the will in
which amehda were made t-> hit allegi 1
natural child.

Five .lays later Mr. Reed died, and if
the will Is attacked on the ground of un-
\u25a0OHlklllMf of mind of thf testator the va-
lidityof the de^ds by which the greater

part of the dead man's property was dis-

posed of will be placed under a cloud.
Furthermore, a family scandal would bo
aired In 011rt. with all the disagreeable
features attached to <n;< rt cases.

Mrs. Frances fora Wood Is a woman
about 30 years of age. attractive In per-
son and wrapped whollyIn the dentiny of
her unfortunate child. The young helr^s
;- nearly 7 years nM, is as bright as th«
proverbial cricket and bears a strong re-

to the man who is claimed tr»
r father. About three yr-»rs afvr
wnfall the moth* 1 .1. .-.

Wood, an Englishman, and lived happily
for a short time Her husband then went
to England to look after his share | t
large estate, but dl»-d before he coulfl es-

tablish his clam and return home to h'<
wife. Whether his widow will sur.-#-M TO

IF..>rti,>n of Mi
terml'

Mrs. Woo.l resides with her sister In a
varj nodwl flat in the Western A.idur n
and Is in bad h«-alth. The propert

vised to the child Includes El Campo And
valuable adjoining lands.

MRS. GARCIA.THE STORY OF'WHOSE
I.IFF. HAS JUST COME TO LIGHT
THROUGH THE

"
MYSTERY

"

CLAUSE IN CAPITALIST REED'S
WILL.

THIS LITTLE CTRL. THE DAUGHTER
OF CAPITALIST REED. IS THE
CHIEF LEGATEE UNDER HIS WILL
SOMETHING LIKEIUMN WAS BE-
QUEATHED HER.

OintinuM on SmoiiJ Pace.


