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The “‘corral” was a portable fence, set

up in a square. dov at the Pacific Mall
dock, and inaide it was the baggage and
the passengers who had come to claim
their belongings.

“We have been very busy,” said Mr. St.
John, “fer the past two years. Joseph 8.
Spear, who is the Surveyor of Customs
and at the head of all our, work, has had
a great responslbility on his hands with
the incoming and outgoing transports
gince the beginning of the Philippine trou-
bles. It has made an extra lot of work
for us all.”

““Hes there been much emuggling at-
tempted on the transports?” 1 querfed.

there is something euspicious in thelir ap-
pearance or deportment; in case we sus-
pect them of attempted smuggling we
turn them over to an inspectress."

Trunks were being opened, overhauled
and ut up syvstematically, the contents
of acks and valises were being dump-
ed out and poured in agaln; cabs and
transfer wagons were walting, or taking
them away as rapidly as they were re-
lcased. It war a busy time in the corral.
When things became a Ilittle gujeter and
the big pile of luggage had diminished to
a few scattering items, some of the offi-
cers lit clgare and became more commu-
nicalive.

“Waeo selze hoggage occasionally,” eaid
one, “but it Is only when the owner hLas
shown his hand very plainly and there is
no chance of mistake, Beized baggage is
kept In the hands of the Government, and
unless it is claimed it Is appraised and
sold and the money goes into the Govern-
ment funds.”

“There isn't much danger of its being
claimed,” added another, *“for the owner
is apt to consider the goods well lost if
he can keep out of prison. Sometimes
they do try the trick, though, of allowing
their baggage to be selzed for delinquent
duty, and then buying it up at the auc-
tion sale.”

“And what do you do If you catch them
at 1t?"

The officer made an eloquent gesturs in
imitation of a razor rapidly drawn across
the throat, accompanied by a sort of
“Z-i-i-p”* sound. I am inclined to think,
as a matter of fact, however, that the
Governmant officlals are less violent than
that, HNAN BYXBER
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Reviewed by Professor #. B. Lathrop of Stanford Unwersity.

F the abundance of
Bienklewicz’'s new

incident In
novel, *““The

Knights of the Cross,” may weil
be eald what Dryvden says of
Chaucer's exuberance—''Here I3 God's
plenty.”” On every page is a down-

right word: on every third or fourth page
the record of a downright blow. Now the
tale tells of a botly contested duel, end-
ing with a plece of magnificent kiilirg;
now of Instant and imperious love, boldly
declared; now of vouth's fantastic ~hal-
lenges as he rides about, longing to twirl
the world on his lance point; now of the
dark and bloody deeds wrought in a so-
cret prison chamber, of abductions,
feasts, rescues, hunts, of plotting in th~?
King's palace, 800od cheer and wrangiing
in the farmer's cabin, subtle ecruelty in
the monastery—of violence everywhoere,
on the road, in the field and the waood,
in the castle and the church. The author
seems never to falter or be at a loss for
action to fill bir pages. Often one
venture Is not even ccmpleted before the
next adventure begins, and the readler

ad-

feels as {f the suthor were drawing from
an exhaustless source of supply. The
rushing life of the tale, unconscious of
effort and heedless of economy, i ag re-
gistless as a force of nature.

The work is a bistorical novel, poi-
irayving the obscure poriod when Pao'and
and Lithuania, united under one crown
by Jaduniga's patriotic m v, were

struggling into national gel 18ciousne

and unity ‘The book, written from
point of view o a loyal Pole, deals with
the contest between this inchoate patie

and the great religlous and military ordor
of the Teutonic Knights. These Teutonic
Knights, K frem the black cross an
their white cloaks as the Knights of the

(C'ross. had established a government, rep-
resented as st r and orderly, but fright-
fully ssive, on western confin
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HE last of the royal Pilchuck

family, who calls hims:lf the

most contented of
spending his declining years in the
pretty little town of Snohomish,
Wash.

“Indien Jack,'’ as he is called by the
white people of the town, is a most
remarkabls man. Absolutely happy
and contented, industricus and intel-
ligent, he sees the days slip by, the
years corme and go, and never mur-
murs or complains of the wvanished
glory of his tribe. Omn the contrary,
he is fond of his suppos=d encmy, the
white man.

H- ta.es a great interest in all
things political, and thoss who re-
member a few years back say that

men, is

JACK
PlLCHUC K

strength is marvelous. The hero squeezes
sap from a twig, and one of the princesses
can break horseshoes with her hands. In
the endurance of cold and hunger, wounds
and torture they are almost superhuman.
Old Yurand of Spyhov, weaponiess in the
midst of hie enemies, glays one by swing-
ing him over his head and dashing his
skull to pleces on the floor, and selzing
a great sword sweeps the hall clear of the
armed crowd that oppose him. At last he

is entangled In a net, and laid bound n
a nolsome dungeon But even when nis
eye is burned out with pitch, his tongue

torn forth by the roots and his right
cut off, he utters but one dull groan, an

has might left Iin him for battle the
laughter of the men s boisterous and

ge. Matzko of Bogdanets
the most characteristie
figure In the book. In his frank devotion
to his nephew he has received a danger-
ous wound. Atter three weeks he takes
the saddle, but unmixed blood on
every exertion. *It was difficult to live
with a piece of iron sticking under the
ribs. He compl: d he spat blood
continually and had no vtite A quart
of shelled nuls, two sp ausage A
plate of fried eggs—that was his whole
dally tenance. Father Tsybek bled
him a number of times, thinking 1

the fever m under | hearg and restore

their hunger h
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name was among the
political speakers people would coms

when “Jack’'s"

miles to hear him. His speeches,
clever and bright, mades the opposi-
tion party smart. His sarcastic humor
caused more than one man to losz a
coveted position. He could never be
bought, and if he truly thought that
some man on his own ticket was un-
worthy he felt the sting of Jack's
tongue toQ,

warthy parallel as woman to Zbyshko
as ma This heady but nobly single-
hearted youth makes a fine hero, for he is
free from the (nsipldity and character-
lessness of the usual hero of romance
The subject and the substance of “The
Knights of the Cross" remind one of an-
other Slav story—the prose epic of “Tarass

Bulba." *“Tarass Bulba™ possesses the
same strange unfon of uncouthness and
heroiem. but differs from *‘T wnl
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wife, the Princess Julia, is al-
most as remarkable as her royal hus-
band. After the indian fashion, she
helps her husband with the wock, but
the hardest part is always done by
Jack. This is quite contrary to the
usual order of things among Indians.
Jack and Julia are still lovers. Ma

ried so many years ago as to have
forgotten just when, they are as fond
of each other as though they had

forgotten. The combat, less novel In con-
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