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ROBERTS LOST ABOUT
TWO HUNDRED TROOPS

Casualties in the Latest Battle WithjL;he
Boers More Numerous Than at

First Reported.

WATCHING
RUSSIAN
ACTIVITY
Spine' Britons Believe
/W^r With Japan Is

Very Neajr.

MIKADO, HOWEVER,; IS
NOT READY F^OR FRAY

To, What Extent England's
Moral Assistance- Can. Be

Given to Turkey Is a
Question That Also

WORKING UiNDER DIFFICULTIES.
The Ecjal Zngiae«rs tiro-Bring a pontoon bridge across the Tugela River, at Pot^ieters Drift, un-

der heavj_ ire froa the Boer guns 03 V3.&1 Srantz.

LONDON, March 31.? The War Office has posted the following dispatch from Lord
Roberts, -dated at Bloemfontein. March 30. evening:

"Reports point to the: enemy's leaving Brandfort and proceeding in a northerly direc-
tion. -The casualties in yesterday's engagement were more numerous than at first reported. :;

Officers killed. 2; wounded.: B. Rank and file killed. 19; wounded. 159'; -missing, 3."

LWUKK*,
a;-., l.4a. in.?Tne ar

OQct isfuec ao further news to-

:nifirnt. ar.4 tr- few disratches re;
c«;ve<l Croinltti sdat of war bear.. - c'idecce r

* ha-, -.j? be*r: delayed by
the ;censor. Accordlr.^- to.a.*rw<a idis-
patch from Pretoria.. daM yesterday. Lord
.iidberta ? ba* «ocsiaec&ed his advance
r.^rthwarf. / .Tb«l-d'ispatcr. says there are

:daily;«kinrJshes:daily;«kinrJ5hes %bA that a big battle is:
imitvkmmnf This, hcw/ivcr. niay refer to ;
¦thfe'- operations pren«dir:s the erra^ement ?

>t;--Ks.re* Siding.' 'wtich ha* a;parent:y

<lear*d the way a*,w«n as st rnred an ad-
"vra-ntagedus position w*jence tlie next, op-
<fitions rs*y.r*conducted.
?-.'Tuclter'* division is torn etrorgly occu-
Tytr& the Bo*>r camp tx Kare- Siding.
?u-Ith the way clear to Brtrtfort. -»hich Is
jrfport.ed. already evacuate!.

Ord»*r» have been receiTcd at Cape |
T.»-r. for the eighth divis.-jn to b« dis-
embarked and tent north tsasediate-r en
¦''. ,»:^! h«r*:

:Tr.e B'*rlore** :n tee neigrjjornwxinz
Paird*-k^.rjt.are reported to b*actively er..
pared Inmarauding and in attempting to
capture British .horses !ef* on *he veld:
CiWlng to their weak condition. 2^ hun-
dr.pd Baxkley refugees sent baci.\ frirc
Cape Tows are stranded, the Ktnberley
military authorities refusing assistance tc
sd\ cf th^.m t<> proceed. 4

¦ii^cn i\3.z^r io.oz:n? is reponeu ai jjip-

daa. An active campaign is In prcg-tsis
iipon the part of the loyalists of Gipe

QitfffTTT for the annexation of the repuV
Oca an'i the punishment of the colonia.*
who *Tr?<l In the. Boer army. Meeting?
ta:KSpport cf.thii: polio' have bfen hf!d
Jr. mar.y importaiit centers u-d^r the au-
spf'^es of the South African League.

Tbe tran^portatjonof the prisoners to
Pt, Helena !s arorislns the anger of the
Eoefs, who threaten to retaliate by s*r.d-
lr.? th*; British prisoners to Koomatipoort.
f«TSted to be the worst fever den in South

cte tncyport sailed from
feout.hampton jesieriay Cor Cape Town
z?A had aa enthusiastic send-eff. .
¦ ?r#"a.ktr.sr at Trowbrldge Saturday even-
injr."-Rt- Hoc.?? Walter Hcme Long. 31 P.
fc-r;*v*stDarby. Llverrxwl. said when the
war irjjov«r Great Britain should ijave
ittfo*- that the people cf &»u:h Africa, no
matter, what iS*Sr" color, religion ;or poli-
tics, ha ve^ual liberty. ¦ Ke could: not say
when the general ejection would take
r-'.ace. fctt'ft would not be until after the
Government hai.c<smpl«ed Its.taik. ?'

¦? . -. mm? ¦ ¦? ¦ :

BLUNDERS OF BRITISH
LEADERS AT SPION KOP

NTX YORK."March 3L? Corresry>ndence
d the Associated. Press rrorr. London,

cai»Ki jiiarcn :». states: An enew present

Xt Spion Kop writes in To-day such a
w^tCtlfng description of the tactics em-
ployed In this frsht that the editorial, col-
umns of that £-ap*r say: "Napoleon's jhit-
t«E omnßMSttur comes to mind: 'Lions led
by asses: and it is nor the asses who paj
the toll/" -_ : ; ; ..._. : .

The efflcer writing the account says in
part: .-¦":.:.", '-f-T':-

first isr'.irsnier of puccess until a man of ability
Is jlaoed in command and iir.tiltbe miaor lead-
ers are men- of at least, ordinary SnwlM^tnce
and v!j~rr>us. ¦ Ido Dot profess to know, for
wfcat special equalities the leaders^ have hitherto

bees chcsen. tut nearly all are men well known
throughout the array for Incapacity, who*? vjtj

names excite derision amen* ail who hare
served ur.d*r them. I not to regimental

officers <cf when Iwish: to speak with macli
re?p*ct>. who have little "opportunity of Influ-
encing the miner actions cf a battle, but to

these elected, cffleers who "are either adriscrs or
c^tnrT^nders. :

seme cl tsese cave proyea tcemseives x? oe

e<r=al to their reputation-*.'' som* c-i them have
astonished even -those wh.o knew them best far
theft: utter lack of common ser.se. for weakness
in difficulties, aid eves i=r inability to put in
practice the elementary rules of. war that all
r-idlers have learned In the iower grade* of the
M-rice. This !art failure strikes one the. mere
wh«- we consider that they have all. cr nearly
all, received a high military education at the
Ftar ccllege. many cf them hire even beer
lectur-rs and prcfesscrs. ;.'^?
iam far rrc=i condemnlne military science.

Ibelieve !t to be almost Impossible to find a
rtaeral cr a staff officer capable of performlr-g
fcls duty who has not irtvea years cf study and
tisocght to his profession. Talkers and writers.
*»w»ver. «r» rarely men cf action; and men
«tso are adr-.irafcle In office or as teachers .fail

?trterly when -rr.frontfd with the harsh realities
el'th* batt>f.»li. The *'de«d shot" who can
ju*.cut a car.i.c at twenty yarfis takes a wild
ilm when confronted with an antagonist at
f.fte«^i pace*.

t- r^-% \* 1-z.vr or.* remecy rcr tai» state or ar-
fairs. 'All g»Eeral» who Jiave pmved their In-
rfftdirj-?and they are as plentiful as the ant
Iteaps vfelcfc cover the South African plains?
ehould »« at ence recalled; the necessities of
the ceutrJT demand it. There te ra difficulty
In dlscbvtrtng them; they are known to every
cue from '.he general Is. cklef to the drummer
bey.

uescrtDJig tne FtKKXng. or a convoy in a
drift,he writes:

"

A «-¦=.-.» <>t Indescribable corfnsjoa ecsned:
m*n and .wa«ia» crowded or. each- other and
fcl^k^S all ti*«.vaTabie epace; Kaffin roared
and ehrleked aid 2c%se<J their crea with long
eowfcjd* whip* a a way to make even thc»*
aecu*tc=:*<l to trtk ehudder at theeraelty. bat
a!i «v of e»- tn.l. It had cot occurred to
any cne t» »end to. a wcrklar party -with «a-
Kintttt to trspro've !th* passage. Thes* mat-
ters are prvrided ffcr la military manuals, but
Mr* <!e«ol«*d'in Socia Africa, where owln* to
th* abxnce of roads i£d bridges they ar« core

>rr?-"=» ii?aa i.i »..j\«*^:ie<. cctisrry. AllU»
£^r«?£:*. a--igtMttJotaoera coJlectM around- tfcsdrift, riviar orders and counter-orders ar.d di-
rections and riWlTix in no *m£II iceas-re to the
¦?OEfU*iOS; i' -. V V ?-

After hours r>f delay eszl^sera a=i working
ra.r-.te? wp:» a:l>r^th employed and th*y soon
!*vel*«i t£» barltj; placed stones ftr tb*

"
soit

ian-1 ¦ an.l' /Iraujeirf the wajssj to irrland.
Of the preliminaries to the attack onSpion Kop. he says: .
Ju*t before' dark th* offl^r comrnandire

? the late GeneraJ 'Wacdsate) was lnromied1

that he had been! s«!ected to lead a alyht at-"
tack ca BptoD K-op. He had never even s**ti'
the Mil'he .was to attack er heard its r-arne,

'

asd no correct, niaps were at fcard. During'the'
few available minutes he mad*" ev^ry.eCort .
to view the rrcusi.- But time did act allow,'
and he had -to crepe his way back to his-own-
camp after dark. So pitch fclark was tH»
niyht and so new was he to the place, thz.t
in.".that half mile ie. had lost hir=s«lf com-
pletely asd'.'had great .Hiacuity ' in setting
h^^a<. Bst he -wes a' brave naa; he had" re-:
cetved hi* crd?rs and fee allowed no doubt of
success to cross his raicd. Ta these who knew
the rrotmd.. It pr«-«ented a gi-ocmy prt!sp«ct and
threatened ¦ a terrible .. disaster, worse even
thin the or.? which orerwhelmed General Gat-
acre. The 'cry was always far zru?re men.more men, timn the hill was so cVercrowded

'

that every bullet and every shell produced de-
structlcn. At no time should more thaa'KO
men, at the outside, hare been allowed .ca-
the exjicsed rrcund en" tcp of tfcs till. Prob-
ably a smaller number would have' sufficed.
The remainder should have been kept- well
hidden behind the slcpe. A

'
greater blunder

could not have been mad» .by the most ig-
norant private in tbe asm*, but throughout
this war we have never realized- 'that men j
cannot be crowded together without rulai-y¦

every chance .of success. ?
'

? ?

? ? . ;

STEYN'S ALLEGED ORDER
TO SHOOT LOYAL BURGHERS

LONDON. March SL? From Cape Town
it is reported that President Steyn has
gone to Pretoria, after, according 1 to refu-
gees, Issu'ns an order that all British
burghers .refusing to Join the Boer army
shall be shot. The stories of refugees,
however, are notoriously unr-eiiabLe.

The news from elsewhere Is meager; the
iast reports from Natal indicating the
speedy clashing of the armies, ¦ ?

BURGHERS FOUGHT WELL.

KROONSTAD. O. F. S.. March 39.?
General Smuta to-day engaged the British
at Mafet' Kod. south of Brandfort. and
held them at bay for six- hours. The
burghers fought well. The casualties are"
unknown. The Free State Raad will as-
semble &tKroonstad on April2.

<-cp_yr.?=t«i, IKC. tr tie Associated Preaa

T
'

ONDON, March SL?Russian activ-
j ity has been the International fac-
: tor- of the week, and diplomatic
j . functionaries, attached to the court

?*?* of St. James are asking themsehres,
""What does it all mean and'wher* will
it end?"

~ne Kussian Embassador sraHea bland-
ly and assures his dear- frier.ds that it
means ."nothing-, absolutely. nothing." but
Just .the same speculation is acute. Thertare many, men cf fair standing ar.d .a
tolerable .knowledge of internal un-iercur-
rents who are willingto say that *rar
between Russia and Japan has- now -c'crr.e
within

'
measurable -distance. Of these

Henry. Norman, who has jiisi return?;!
from a trip to Russia. Is or.c. Bn't the
Associated Press learns that n*such view
is' taken by the British Fore:e--i OrnVr.
which during- the recent tnrabkms tim^
has s'.ztd up the international situation
with wonderful correctness.

The next few weeks may, perhaps. brln<
up a tremendous war. scare, but the fa-
lient fact remains that Japan is not reafiy
for hostilities. 'Alarming telegram*, from
the Far East may Increase and muitlp.y
and Korea may seem to be- en' the verse
of-s.RC«iaUon by Russia, tuVtr* cairn of
Downing street Is not likely to be dis-
turbed.

Korean matters nave. cx?en arranged by

treaty and Lord Salisbury does no; be-
lieve that Russia intends to break the
treaties, though her relations with Japan
may become strained to a serious point.
Ifall this rumpus in the .Far East had

been postponed for another year there id
scarcely any doubt that war would be a
serious probability, but those having any
intimate knowledge of Japan's far-reach-
ing naval projects and her recent state
of incompleteness do not hesitate to say
that Japan is not going to risk anything
until her plans are matured.

Japanese naval maneuvers in the com-
ing fall are to be carried out on an un-
precedented scale and will partake mere
of the nature of a demonstration than cf
peaceful evolutions. Forty or more War
vessels are expected to be present in Jap-
anese waters. The mcral effect of such
an ar^reratlon upon Far Eastern ques-
tions Is causing ro little comment.
as iar as oreai ¦tsn^ain is concerned.

Russia's military, rather than naval ac-
tivity, is chiefly interesting, though the
press Is not yet allowed to take up its
cue In this matter. The Foreign Office,
while only faintly interested in Korea, be-
ing practically sure that no serious trou-

ble wil! result there, is devoting careful
investigation to the warlike preparations
occurring InSouth Russia.

There seems' no longer to be any doubt
that Turkey, for her tardiness to meet the
Russian demands regarding railway con-
cessions, is being menaced by her .north-
ern neighbor; and many signs point to the
fact that Russia intends to settle herself
In the northeast of Asia Minor, uniesa
Turkey gives In. Already a quarter of a
million of Russian trocps are maintained
on those borders, while the Black ¦ Sea
squadron is ready for business, at a mo-
ment's notice.. 10wr.ai cTcteni aritisa moral -assistance

can be given to Turkey !n withstanding
the Russion" dfmar.ds Is a question which
at the present moment Is occupying Lord
Salisbury's .attention to an even greater
extent than the South African ¦wax-. In
.view of the troubles of Great Britain in
South Africa, it is mere than probable
that Turkey will meet" the demands and
that the Russian troops will be wlth-

me scare anent Russian troops concen-
trating In Afghanistan apparently arose
¦from this movement in the direction of
Turkey In Asia Minor, and Afghanistan
has passed into the categ-ory of peaceful,
uninteresting spheres.

With all these reports, to say nothing of
continued rumors of Bulgaria's desire to
throw off Turkey's suzerainty and become
a vassal .of the Czar, It is evident that
while Russia Is observing in the latter her
promise to England not to Interfere In
South Africa, she is not Idle in taking ad-
vantage of opportunities* in every quarter

of the globe. For the peace of the world,
it is reassuring to remember that the fixed
policy of Russia for years has been to
take matters almost to the point' of hos-
tilities and then to settle diplomatically,
the only exception cf this inmodern times
being the Crimea, when the tone of the
peace party InEngland led her to believe
that the country would not interfere.

ROBERTS REPORTS THE
DEATH OF COL GOUGH

LONDON-! March 3L? Lord Roberts re-
ports the death at Norvals Pont on Wed-
nesday. March 2S. of Colonel the Hon.
George Hugh Goush. C. B.

Colonel Goush had been private s«ecre-
?tary to the coniniander-in-chlef of the
:Britlsh forces. Lord W'olseley, since 1537.
He was born In County Tlpperary, Ire-
land, Jaly 25, 1532, .and was tne second
son of the. late [second Viscount Gou^h.
He joined the Fourteenth Hussars In ISTI.
passed throug-h the staff colleee In ISS3.
commanded mounted Infantry, Soudan
campaign, ISS4-S5. and commanded the
:Fourteenth Hussars InIS3I-SS.

VICTORIA READY FOR
JOURNEY TO IRELAND

Elaborate Arrangements Include the
Sending of a Vast Array of Pots

; and Pans to Dublin.

Latest Portrait of the Queen and Her Great-urandchildren in

i2X»n at Ka.;a:»r oy ±i. iii.ne::r tne spr.sre

me snree pictures or npr i-ajesiy mown aoovp -writs tness? or ser creat-grar.ac^idren ? frinee Ldwarc er Terse, a
prospective successor of the Queen: his brother. Prince Albert, and his little ais:er, Princes 3 Victoria? are especially
Interesting at this time? clie. eve of .the Queen's fourth visit to Ireland.

The uppor picture on the httt is from a portrait cf the Queen about the time cf her marriage In Utt. The. one
on tfee right =hovrs her a? she was at the time o*her last visit, to the- Emerald Isle in August. ivG. en which occasion
she was accompanied by the Prince Consort, who died seine two years later. H*r Majesty had made twp previous visits
to Ireland. The first in IS-4D, twelve years after she ascended the throne; the second four years later, in liS3. when she
made a more extended stay. On each occasion her every appearance in public was erected by the greatest enthusiasm
on the part cf the people. And the entire absence of anything; of an unfriendly nature at once gave jjreat pleasure ta
the roots Queen, and reSected credit on the manhood and chivalry for which Ireland has always been famous."

LOXDOX. March 31.?The Life Guards, couriers, carriages, pots and pans and other royal
paraphernalia have already gone to the Emerald Isle, which eagerly waits for Queen Vic-
toria to follow. How Her Majesty willbe received and the prospects of her doings inDub-

lin have quite overshadowed all other topics, even in a week which has been marked by the an-
nual inter-varsity boat race, the resignation of the Duke of Norfolk as Postmaster General, the
announcement of the Delagoa Bay Railroad -award, and the rumors of possible war in the Far
East. Great Britain's own war in South; Africa has almost been forgotten; so uninteresting has
been the progress of peace in the Orange Free State compared with the stirring accounts of bat-
tles which the British people had grown accustomed .to read daily. ¦

' '

ihe Oueen is said to oe m excellent health and well.able to bear the strain of the trip to
Ireland. She commences her journey April 2 and sleeps on board the royal yacht Victoria and
Albert, landing at Kingstown April 4. In anticipation of her Majesty's . progress . through the
city the streets of Dublin are already gay with flags and decorations. .

.: A "curious teature ot the preparations at the viceregal Lodge, where the yueen willstay,
are the pots and pans already referred to. Her Majesty is* tremendously particular about her
kitchen arrangements, and those at the Viceregal Lodge were found to be quite below the
royal -standard. Consequently no less, than 300 copper fricaudeau pans, eighty-four saucepans,
fifty.copper stock pots and many other varieties of cooking utensils have been sent to Dublin
especially ior the visit. ;- : . . :-:-:-. = ..:. . . ? ¦¦??".

.? ? Ihe t-arl 01 Denbigh, who goes to Ireland as cruet 01 the royal entourage and lord-m-wait-
insr, holds three Irish titles and was formerly aidrde-caihp to the Lord Lieutenant.

i-iowever, though the yueen 15 said to.be lullot excitement and enthusiasm m regard toher
approaching visit, she is not forgetful of South Africa. A story is going the rounds that the
Queen remarked that she was aware many people imagined her anxiety about the war would
cause her death. ''Imay die." added her Majesty, "but it willbe from some other cause. Ido
not mean to let Mr.Kruger killme."

'

;¦ \
VALOR OF RAW TROOPS

IN TAKING THE KOPJES
BLOEiifo>it-i>. Jiarcn sl? me ±*ocr

position yesterday wa3 one of great nat-
ural strength. Only the turning movement

of General French and Major Le Gallais.
the latter commander of the mounted in-
fantry, oa either flank Insured the British
success.

The shape of the kopjes was irregular.
The Boers" right flank consisted ot a long
hillwith wooded sides, connected with the
main position by a long,low ridge,, thick-
ly wooded. The rest of the position, to-
ward the left, consisted of broken kopjes,'
ail connected by a high ridge.

Major Le Gallais moved around the
Boers" left and engaged them, first freely
using his Vickers-Maxlms .and gradually
forcing the Boers toward the center,

where thfey made a good stand.
Major Le Gallais was unable to move

until late- in the day. whileGeneral French
moved early. The latter made a wide de-
tour toward the rear of the" Boers, but
was unable to complete the movement be-
fore the Boers perceived this Intention and
abandoned the position. They retired la
good order between General French and
Major Le Gallais. where the main body of
the Boers-, with four guns, held an excel-
lent position on the edge of a deep donga,
whence they shelled General French.

i.ne lniantry attacK w-as ceijTered at

midday, when the Norfolks opened the
fight by seizing the lower slopes of aa
ugly kopje. Steadily they worked their
way to the crest of the hill, where a hot
engagement ensued. The Lincolnshires
occupied the hill on the right, protecting
the Eighteenth Battery, which dragged its
guns up the hill with the greatest difil-
culty and opened a heavy fire at close
range. ...?-;.

Meanwhile the City Imperials. ¦getting
in touch with the Boers, the remainder of
inker's division advanced across a semi-
circular basin, through which a railway
ran. It was very open ground, and the
Boers, from the detached kopje and ridge^
delivered a heavy fire. In spites of thi3.
however, the- British moved on steadily,
as' if oh parade. The advance was pro-
tected by guns which vtgorotxsty shelled
the Boer positions. About 4 o'clock the
British advanced simultaneously and- oc-
cupied the Boers' position^ from which an
excellent view could "be had of Brandfort,
fifteen miles distant across the open plain.
The Boer loss Is unknown.

KIPLING HONORS JOUBERT.

BLOEILFO.nt.ei>,. iiarca 33.? ueneraj

Lord Roberts has sent a telesrain of con-
dolence to President Kinder oa the death
of General Joubert. Rudyard Kipling has
written a poem ca Joabert's death, which
appears in the Friend of the Free State.

DEMOCRATS MAY TRY
TO ABDUCT FINLEY

IXDIAXAPOLIS.Ind.. March 31.-1* ?
i

believed by prominent Republicans that
Kentucky. Democrats are here waltfcig a
favorable opportunity .to. take Charles P.Ftaley, ex-Secretary of State of Kentucky,
a&d carry him to Kert.ucky. to-be tried for
complicity in she GoeSel ?

Flnley is known to-.be fa ¦concealment
here. Ottos at the residence of the Sheriff,
a part of the Co'^n'y Jail here. The Ke-
PGbHcans say any such effort will be re-
sisted, anfi 1* the two factions n»<>t ther»
wiU undoubtedly N? b!ocd3hed In this city.

Mercury Changes Hands.

SA-Ni ..juez.. '-

Ai4fca si.?Aimot:se«rmj?3t

will be ntaie- tomorrow
-
morals^ of a

Chaste 'te."t!se. ownership of- the r*allv
Mercury. C. M. Wqosterlias sold Ula'.hold-
bigs to' Alfred Kolntan and H. A. da
Laeey ftas pcrrtaj^d the Interest of. W.
H. Wright and S. I*.Sanders. Their chsi-
tined holdings ae^reKat* C23har»3 cueq* a total ef ?~ l«3U*»<i; There irtllbe nr»
change la -rise editorial or^an'zaitoo. Mr.
de Lacy will'sxicceed Mr. Wocster ta, Uie

Prisoners for St. Helena
CA-PE tuw.>.. iiarcn 3L? Th« Sr*%

batch of prisoners started to-day Cor at.
Heleca. . -


