
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

NO PREMIUMS? S. H., Irvlngton, Cal.
There Is no premium offered on half-dimes
of 1535, dimes of IS3I. 1534 and IS3T, half-
dollars of 182S or Jo pieces of 1537.

A MINTMARK?A. S., City. The letter
"D" as a mint mark is found only on gold
pieces of the United States and that letter
indicates' that the coin was minted at
Dahlonega, Ga.

TO SOUTH AFRICA?A.P. C. San Ma-
teo, Cal. There is a line of steamers from
San Francisco that will by transfer con-
vey passengers to South Africa. A person
can also go from San Francisco by rail
to New York and go to point of destina-
tion by steamer direct from that port.

INCORPORATED SOCIETIES ? M..
City. The law of this State, section 307 of
the Civil Code, provides' how directors of
an Incorporated publicor private corpora-
tion shall be elected. Section 308 says:
"Immediately after the election the direc-
tors must organize by the election of apresident, who must be one of their num-ber; a secretary and a treasurer. They
must perform the duties enjoined' on them

"Can you use a Boer dialect storyT***
asked the young author.

"No." replied the editor: "we've a whole
kopje of them out on the veldt."? Phila-
delphia North American.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

UPWARD of forty propositions for amending
the constitution of the United States have been
submitted at this session of Congress. A good

many of them are virtually duplicates and cover the
same subject, but still the variety of the whole is
large. Most of them were submitted early in the ses-
sion, and it seemed at one time as if Congress might
spend the wmter in high arguments on constitutional
questions, for every Congressman who had an amend-
ment vowed he would make the fight of his life to

bring it to the front and keep it there until a vote was
taken. ? Up to this time, however, nothing of note

has been done with regard to any of them, and their
only usefulness has- been to filla pigeonhole.

The amendment of most general interest is that
providing for the election of United States Senators
by direct vote of the people. It has been before sev-
eral Congresses and has once or twice passed the
House of Representatives. The arguments for it are
strong, and every year new ones arise. The dis-
closures made in the investigation of the election of
Clark add to the popular demand for a change in the
system, and it is probable this amendment willeven-
tually be adopted. At any rate something willhay;

to be done to put an end to the evils of the present

system, and up to this time nothing better has been
devised than the proposed election by direct vote.

An amendment which seemed likely at one time to
go through both houses with a rush is that providing
that neither polygamy nor polygamous cohabitation
shall exist within the United States or in any place
subject to its jurisdiction. When the Roberts case
was before the public and constituted the chief sen-
sation of the day this amendment was in high favor.
Of late it has seemingly been abandoned. It may be
that Congress has reached the conclusion that to press
it just at this time would seem unfriendly to our fel-
low citizen, ally, subject or serf, whichever he may
be, the genial Sultan of Sulu, and accordingly h.ij

shelved it for a time until the Sultan feels more at
home with us and more ready to adopt our customs.

In both houses amendments have been offered giv-
ing Congress power to levy taxes on incomes, an-
other grants to Congress power to deal with trusts.
One proposes that the Presidential term of office be
fixed at six years and that the incumbent be ineligible
for re-election. An amendment which at one time
was much discussed authorizes Senators or Represen-
tatives to hold seats in the Cabinet without forfeit-
ing their seats in Congress. That would give us
Cabinet representation in Congress and would be
somewhat like the British system, but would hardly
fil well with the rest of our form of government
whose essential principle is that the legislative and
executive branches of government shall be wholly dis-
tinct.

Two amendments prohibit to the State Legisla-
tures a^ "well as to Congress the power to pass any
law respecting an establishment of religion, hindering
the free exercise thereof, or appropriating any money
in aid of any religious denomination or any institu-
tion wholly or partly under ecclesiastical control.
Another of considerable note, and which has been
widejy advocated, confers upon Congress the power,
to establish uniform marriage and divorce laws

"Yes," explained the old family servant.
"Marse William died er dissapp'intment.
Dese new, col' winters inde South is what
kilt him. Wen he see his whisky froze,
en he had ter swaller it in cracked ice.
he heave a deep sigh en give up de ghos'!*
?Atlanta Constitution.

THE EUROPEAN COAL FAMINE.

ONE of the economic conditions of the time,
out of which far-reaching results may be ex-
pected, i$ the so-called "coal famine" which

now prevails in Great Britain and Germany. The
famine does not mean an exhaustion of the coal
mines, t>ut only that in those countries a point has
been reached where the mines in many cases cannot
be profitably worked at the present price of coal.
Thus there has been brought about a famine in an
economic sense, and its effects have been almost the
saroe as if the mines had given out.
, The situation is not very bad in Great Britain,
owing to the facilities that country has for importing
coal, but according to reports from Germany the
shortage there has been disastrous. Thus we read
that in some localities not only, have the factories
closed for lack of fuel but even the schools have been
shut during the cold days of winter for the same rea-
son. Moreover, it is said to have checked the work
in the Government shipyards, and according to some
estimates has caused upward of a millionmen to he
thrown out of employment. '¦

There is doubtless a good deal of exaggeration in
most of these stories, but that there is a large and
growing need for coal in Europe is made evident by
the immense orders recently placed with American
coal dealers for a s"upplv. Thus itis said that a single
order has been recently given by a British syndicate
for 2,000,000 tons of Alabama coal, to be delivered at
New Orleans for export within- two years.

The situation is full of promise for the United
States, for as industry is now carried on, a shortage
of coal willmean a decrease in all kinds of industrial
power. With cheaper coal than Europe can obtain
we will have a great advantage in manufacturing of
all kinds, and the effects willgreatly augment our in-
dustrial wealth. There is no danger of any shortage
here for centuries to come, for according to one au-
thority there is a "single mountain in Alabama con-
taining enough coal to supply the whole worldat the
present rate of consumption for over one hundred
jcars.

There is another aspect of the matter, though,
which is not so favorable to ourselves. The lack of
coal has set the Germans to developing electrical
energy by water power and transmitting it to manu-
facturing centers. By devoting energy and money to

such enterprises under the stimulus of necessity and
the certainty of great rewards for. success, it is likely
the Germans willbe carrying on 'most of their indus-
try by cheap electrical power while we are stillrelying
upon steam because coal is cheap. .Thus what ap-
pears to be.a disadvantage to the Germans may be
turned to advantage by science.

It has been stated that while each horsepower of.
mechanical' energy developed in the United States by
steam costs an average of $20 per annum, the Niagara
Falls Power Company furnishes an electrical current
equivalent to.one horsepower day and night for less
than $10 a year. An immense saving is therefore
possible by the development of electric power from
waterfalls. The present hard times in Germany may
thus be for them the beginning of a:"new!1industrial
era. and.perhaps we shall ourselves have to turn to the
same source of power in the end, instead of relying
upon bur. abundant and cheap coal for industrial su-
premacy.. .... .'.-.. .

Cal. glace fruit 50c per IT) atTownsend's.*

A complete line of artlst9' materials in

oil. water color and China painting:
architects' drawinp papers and supplies,
poker etching machines. We have skins
to burn in our artists' material depart-
ment. A complete line of photographic
supplies including cameras, from tl up.
Sanborn. Vail& Co.. 741 Market street. ?

AMUSEMENTS.

Orrhotrn? Vaudeville. .
Alcatar? "Quo Vadis."
Orar.3 Op^ra-houM"? "The Beppar Stuflent."
t Jr,'r,m'a-"On the Suwanee Hlver."
»;.::f.rr.ia?Padirrrw ski, next Sunday night.-
Columbia? "Mr. Smooth."
nac&ex'S Concert Hous>e? "'Faust."
Tivoll?"Manna Bound."
'.hut«-5. Zoo fetid Theater? Vaudeville every afternoon and

«venins.
Olrmpia, corner of Mason and Eddy streets? Specialties.
OakianJ Itace Track?Knees.

THE LEAGUE CONVENTION.

BULLETIN No. 3, issued from the headquarters
of the California League of Republican clubs,
announces that the committee on transporta-

tion has arranged for reduced fares by rail or water
lo Los Angeles during the week of the convention of
the league.

In setting forth the terms under which the reduced
rates can be obtained, the bulletin says:

"From all points north of Mojaye or Ellwood, on
the Southern Pacific Railroad, tickets willbe sold on
the 'certificate plan.' That is, the attendant willbuy
a first-class ticket to Los Angeles, and willtake a
receipt from the railroad agent for such ticket on a
form which will be provided. This certificate will
state the course to be pursued in obtaining the one-
third rate for the return trip from Los Angeles. It :s
essential that the attendant should have this certificate,
which may cover more than one ticket, provided the
additional tickets are for the attendant's family. The
tickets for the going trip may be bought at any time
within fifteen (15) days before,' or during, the meet-
ing. The certificate (upon which the qjie-third fare
return-trip ticket will be issued) must be counter-
signed by the secretary of the convention /and pre-
sented to the agent of the railroad company at Los
Angeles with forty-eight hours of the close of the
convention, who willthereupon sell a return ticket to

the starting point at one-third first-class rates, which
ticket willbe limited to three days from date of sale.
The blank certificates required can be obtained from
Major M. T. Owens, chairman of Local Executive
Committee. 130 South Spring street. Los Angeles,
Cal., or from the secretary of your club."

It is further announced that an open rate of one
and one-third first-class fare for the round trip from
all stations in Southern California to Los Angeles
and return, on either the Southern Pacific or the
Southern California railroads, has been Riven; and
the Pacific Coast Steamship Company makes a special
rate of one and one-half fare for the round trip from
all ports of call for its steamers in California to Los
Angeles sea ports?Port Los Angeles, Redondo and
San Pedro. v

By reason of these arrangements the attendance
on the convention should be considerably increased.
The gathering is to be one of great importance to the
party and it is desirable that every section of the State
be represented. The committee on transportation de-
serves credit, therefore, for obtaining such a reduction
in fares as willconduce to that end.

J. J. Tobin

Pied down In the ditches.Wild, howling for bread.
For the moment the people forgot theirmisery, and the London Times had it that
when the royal cortege was passing
through the streets of Dublin one enthu-
siastic woman cried out to her Majesty,
as she sat in her open carriage with her
children: "Och, Queen, dear, make one
of them Prince Patrick and all Ireland
will die for you."

The Queen did not forget, for she soon
after had her third son. the Duke of Con-
naught, christened Patrick, and she also
created a new title for the Prince of
Wales? that of Earl of Dublin. She tells
us in her book, "Leaves Froin,My Diary."
that when she was leaving Kingstown
harbor she climbed to the top of one of
the paddle-boxes of her yacht and, stand-
ing by the side of the Prince Consort,
bowed and waved her handkerchief re-
peatedly to the cheering multitude.

Some, twenty years before the Queen's
uncle, George I\, when leaving the same
place, is said to have shed tears of regret
at breaking away from his Iwyaland lov-
ing subjects. "VVhat a contrast betweeen
the characters of these two sovereigns of
the House of Brunswick.

Thackeray, in his "Four Georges," says
of him: "We cannot get at his character.
Will men of the future have nothing bet-
ter to do than to. unswatho and interpret
the royal old mummy?" Tom Moore ha.s
his fling at him when at breakfast table
with

"Tea and toast.
Death warrants and the Morning Post."
Charles Dickens sets forth his meanness,

selfishness and pomposity in the character
of Mr. Turveydrop. Irishmen look back
with pain on the scenes of loyal servility
enacted at that time in the Irish capital
by leading Irishmen. They resolved "not
to obtrude their grievances upon his Maj-
esty during his stay in Dublin." The
great Liberator. Daniel O'Connell, pre-
sented him with a huge bunch of sham-
rock?. All this was done with the idea of
conciliating the Kingso that afterward he
would be disposed to favor measures in-
tended to advance the Interests, of Ire-
lfind. In these views they failed utterly.
What could they expect from one whom
Thackeray describes as "heartless and
treacherous." In Mitchell's History of
Ireland we are told how KingGeorge IV
"was hailed with tumultuous hurrahs in
the city of Dublin wherever he passed,
and in return he directed his secretary to
write a letter recommending the people to
be united." Lord Byron, in his poem
called the "Avatar," lashes the toadies
and sycophants who fawned upon this
"simulacrum of a King."
Aye. shout In his train, let thine orators lash

Their fanciful spirits to pamper his pride;
Not thus did thy Grattan indignantly flash

His soul o"er the freedom Implored and de-
nied.

Spread. spread for Vitelllus the royal repaat
Tlil the Kluttonous despot be stuffed to the

gorge.
And the roar of his drunkards proclaim him at

last
The fourth of the fools and oppressors called

George.
Shout, drink, feast and flatter. O Erin, how

low .
Art thou sunk by misfortune and tyranny,

till
Thy welcome of tyrants hath plunged thee

below.
The depth of thy deep. In a deeper jrulfstill.
Queen Victoria paid a second visit to

Ireland in August, 1853. just four years
after her first. This time she came direct
to Dublin to see the Industrial Exhibition,
which owed its existence to the liberality
of a single Irishman ? William Dargan?

who refused a baronetcy at the hands of
the Queen. Again the people
Cllrnbed up to walls and battlements.
To towers and window*, yea to chlmneytops.
So see great Queen Victoria pass through
the streets ofDublin. Again they shouted
themselves hoarse with cries of "Long
live the Queen." All this ebullition of loy-
alty took place while the heavens were
drenching soldiers and "peelers" and rab-
ble. The royal party were amply pro-
tected in closed carriages, through the
windows of which they enjoyed the fun.
Some of the royal juveniles described it
afterward.

The third visit of Queen Victoria to
Ireland was made in IM>l. and again In
the month of August. This visit lasted
eight days. Accompanied as on the two
former occasions by Prince Albert and
some of the royal children, she again vis-
ited Dublin direct

'
from England, and

after a short stay proceeded by rail
through the central parts of the country
until Bhe reached the far-famed Lakes of
Killarney.

There she was entertained by Lord
Castlerosse and Herbert of Muckross.
Fortunately, the weather was all that
could be desired and the Queen was
ecstatic over the beauties of the scenery.
It was believed at the time that she would
establish a summer residence there,
either for herself or for one of the royal
Princes. Forty years have passed since
then and neither the Queen nor any of
her offspring has a lodge or any kind
of dwelling in the Emerald Isle. Oh. no;
the Queens heart is in the Highlands
wherever she goes. The "land of brown
heath and shaggy wood" is the land for
aer. Queen Victoria's love for Scotland
may be attributed to the fact that she
came near being born in Scotland. Her
father, the Duke of Kent, had intended.
a short time before her birth, to take up
his domicile InLanarkshire, a county in
Scotland, but the fates declared other-
wise. Queen Victoria once said to Sir
Archibald Alison, "I am more proud of
my Scotch descent than of any other.
W"hen Inrst came into Scotland Ifelt as
ifI,were coming home." Balmoral Pal-
ace, In Scotland, is her favorite abode.
She is ever Impatient to go there and
loath to leave It and she far prefers it
to majestic and historic Windsor. Scotch
servants are her favorites. The Scotch
gillie.John Brown, was her faithful servi-
tor? ever ready at her beck and call? for
thirty-four years. At his death her
grief was co profound as to astonish the
nations. Honors and rewards are lavished
upon the soldiers who wear the tartan
and the kilt.

Per contra. Ireland has always been
treated to the "cold shoulder." "the Icy
hand," by not only her Majesty Queen
Victoria, but by all the Majesties who pre-
ceded her. She has been treated as the
Cinderella in the happy or unhappy fam-
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ily which constitute thf> British Isles*. It
has often been said. "If the Queen had
built years ago a palace In Ireland at
Killarney or in lovely Wicklow or in some
other picturesque spot in the green isle,
things might have been different. Who
can tell?"

Of all cad words of tonpue or pen.
The saddest are "Itmicht have been."

We do know, however, with aad cer-
tainty, on the authority of the eminent
statistician Mulhall, that the present
reign has been the most disastrous to
Ireland since the days of Queen Eliza-
beth.

The number of deaths from famine dur-
ing Queen Victoria's reign is 1.223.000;
number of emigrants, 4.150.w»; number of
persons evicted from their homes, 3.668,-
000. The population of Ireland has de-
creased nearly 50 per cent, while the pop-
ulation of England has Increased at the

In reading over the literature penned
by the yueen very little reference is made
to Ireland or the Irish, an«! if her voice
was ever raised to stay or modify repres-
sion or coercion, when recommended by
her Ministers, as often they did. it he**
not been heard outside of the counc»l
chamber.

In writing about her first rislt to Ire-
land her Majesty paid a high compliment
to the beauty of Irish women. "The beauty
of the women la remarkable ?such beauti-
fuldark eyes and hair and such fine teeth.
Almost every third woman was pretty and
some remarkably so."

During Queen Victoria's long reign of
sixty-three years? lS37 to .1900? ehe has
spent less than one month in Ireland, al-
though the distance la only a trifle be-
tween Holyhead and Kingstown. Natur-
ally,the Irish people feel resentful at this.
Nevertheless she ¦will receive a cordial
reception. Irishmen know how to differ-
entiate the sovereign and the woman. In
the beginning of her reign Daniel O'Con-
nell declared that ifit were necessary he
could get "500,000 brave Irishmen to de-
fend the life, the honor and the person of
the beloved young lady by whom Eng-
land's throne is now filled." Some Irish
Nationalists declare that the Queen's visit
is intended as a bribe to Ireland to aban-
don the national for the Imperialistic
idea. Others declare that she comes with
a shamrock in her bonnet to do the work
of the recruiting sergeant and Induce stal-
wart young Irishmen to till up the de-
pleted ranks of her Irish regiments.
Many give her the credit of coming with
the view of conciliating Irish opinion so
that there would be brought about a un-
ion of hearts as well as of hands between
Irishmen and Englishmen. Although past
four score, still "while the lamp holds out
to burn," etc.. and so the Queen's diagno-
sis of Ireland's ills may bring about a.
change of prescription that "blesseth her
who gives and her who takes."

NO EXPANSION ISSUE.

\A R. HOWELL of the Atlanta Constitution, in
/ \ a long article in Harpers Weekly, states as

by authority the Democratic position on ex-
pansion. He first sets up the Republican position,
and calls it imperialism, and proceeds to antagonize
it with a simon-pure article of Democratic expansion.
He favors admitting Cuba and Porto Rico as States,

regardless of our pledge as to independence of the
former, and declares that he thinks his party will
favor the complete conquest and subjugation of the
Philippines, with the intention of conferring upon

them a government and administering the same, until
the people are ready to administer it themselves, when
they are to become independent. Mr. Howell declares
that the anti-expansionists, like Atkinson and Senator
Hoar, are the cause of the Filipino war, and girds at

them as savagely as any Republican. He also becomes
deeply and benevolently religious in the matter, and
says that our tropical possessions have fallen to us
providentially and that he personally believes in
always holding the Philippines as a divinely ap-
pointed duty.

The most careful reading of his paper fails -to dis-
close any material difference between his statement of
the Republican position on this issue and his
declaration of what the Democratic position willbe.
If any appear, it is in favor of the Republican posi-
tion, for we cannot believe that the American people
will ever consent to admit these tropical islands as
States, and their mixed races as citizens.

It is true that there is a glimmer in Mr. Hcrtvell's
article of that false light which has deceived so many
into the belief that our race is to colonize and populate
these islands. He talks of markets and American push
as glibly as John Barrett and Senator Morgan. The
fact is that without some form of servile labor the
tropics will add no surplus to the markets, and that
American push evaporates and disappears under the
vertical sun.

Mr. Bryan's platform on this subject is already writ-
ten and published. Its expression lends itself readily
to the ideas of Mr. Howell, and it is now plain that a
reaction on the expansion issue will have no more

chance for expression at the ballot-box this year than
it had in California in 1898, when the parties stood
about neck and neck on that subject.

It is daily becoming plainer that the commercial
ambition of the Democratic South backs expansion
more strongly than Northern sentiment. Two cents

a pound advance on raw cotton willcarry the South
over to any proposition looking to expansion. It
was cotton that held the South to slavery. That sec-
tion put cotton above the Union, and now for the
sake of cotton it is willing, according to Mr. Howell.
to take into citizenship the unpedigrccd millions of the
tropics.

No matter what Mr. Bryan's platform may say on
the subject, if his party get power it will be run by
the section that furnishes its majority, and that means
that it will be run as an expansion party, with state-

hood and citizenship attachments.
The general issue of expansion is therefore practi-

cally eliminated from this year's campaign. With
Bryan's party girding at Atkinson and Carl Schurz for
bringing on the Filipino war, and demanding that we
take Cuba, and admit all this black-and-tan population
to citizenship, the opponents of expansion and of
even- policy that grows out of it can have no choice
of parties and will simply wait for that stormy and
upheaving reaction which willcome later.

TENTS AND COVERS

PORTABLE HOUSES.
BURNHAM-STANDEFORD CO. Wtshlrttanaad Ut it*..Oakland, or Builder* Ex. sTp\

.ROCKERS.
ROCKERS ul*-gUI* Hocker: C*ntrtfo*,i*iTat^ Srt8*?? SumPs:Machinery. PARKE*LACY CO.. tlFremont st.

PLATES FOR SAVING GOLD.
Fchaeileln A Bnrrldge. S Hard!* bUc^ offKearny. between Sutter and Bu3h streets.

by law and the laws of the corporation
"

This section clearly defines the powers of.the board to elect the officers named.

THE CABlNET? Subscriber. Cranmore.Cal. The members of President MtfCln-ley's Cabinet are: John Hay. Secretary
of State; Lyman J. Gage. Secretary of theTreasury; Elihu Root, Secretary of War-John \V. Grtess. Attorney General-Charles Emory Smith. Postmaster Gener-al; John D. Long, Secretary of the NaWEthan Allen Hitchcock, Secretary of tieInterior; and James Wilson, Secretary ofAgriculture. ./

MAJORITY AND PLURALITY-Fub-scrlber, Cranmore. Cal. In announce
anelectlonlf the «a"e«ent

\nJR £I}H&.i01}11 Smitn received o ma-\?j£ ty ot 4000 tnalmeans that he received4000 more votes than the aggregate Jf the\otes cast for all other candidates lor thesame office, "there was but one candi-date against him It would be proper to7£X th
w
lP*,"**,eJ^.ted by a majority of4000. . If It Is said he was elected by a400°- «»t.means t£it here*celved 4000 more votes than the nexthighest candladte for the same officethere being more than one candidate inopposition.

Lt'BRTCATINO Oil. Crude Oil and Oasolln-FNSIQN *
McGUFFICK. a Spear st.7s. V.

LIQUORS-
WHISKFV U°AHE^ & SON.YYIIIOIVL.V 4M Sac?amento.

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS
Outfits F«cked. IRVINE BROS.. J7O Howard.Kg Fourth. 13C Polk aad 1441 Stockton. S F

CASOLINE ENGINES.
HERCULES OA9 ENGINE WORKS Is Clllnsimany orders for Nome. 141-143 First st.. 8. T.

:' The French have offered a prize for any one who
.ran iv.vent a balloon-steering apparatus which will
enable him to ascend in a balloon from Longchamps,
make a trip around Eiffel tower and return to the-

ipfacc of starting within half an hour. The offer*is
:good for five years, so there is plenty of time for any
.<wie *ith an idea on the subject to work it out. but
.perhaps sawing wood wouldbe a surer wav of making
money.

:Since the Russians are asking concessions all alonj?
the line from China to Turkey, the Japs have decided

?to follow suit and are now asking concessions for
themselves in Korea. In the end the concession grab-
bers will get to fighting, and then China may have a
chance to pet hcT own back again.

;. It is now asserted there willnever be peace and
prosperity in Central America until the United States

?
¦ .

extends its protection over the whole isthmus, so it
vfillbe seen the "providential mission" increases rap-
idly and "benevolent assimilation" is going to keep
us hastling for years to come.

-It is very good of the Kansan people to arrange to
'stud a free gift of a million bushels of corn to the
starving people of India, but they should have remem-
¦bxred that we have colonies and troubles of our own,
and sent the corn to Porto Rico.

GOLD SEPARATOR.
MARSHALL Gold Saving Machln*. S3 Ftol-?om street. Oriental Gas Engine Company.

CAPE NOME HOUSES FOR SALE.
11x16 ft.. *U0; 16x20 ft.. $:00. Apply to th»

HUMBOLDT LUMBER CO.. Third and
Washington sts.. Oakland. Cal.

SAND CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS:
1/DAfU

*Drake Amalgamators, opera t-tVIxUVJIi Intr dally;130-Hp. gasoline en-
gine cheap. 9 Stevenson. S. F.

SAND CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS-
In Operation Dally. C3Sixth Street.

BYRON JACKSON.

Dr. SJegert's Angostura Bitters, th« . most

efficacious stimulant to excite the appetite.
keeps the digestive organs in order.

Dr. Sanf ord's LiverInvigoratoT.
The best liver medicine. A vegetable cure for

liver il'.s. biliousness. Indigestion, constipation.*

Personally Conducted Excursions
In Improved wlde-vestlbuled Pullman tourist

sleeping cars via Santa Fe i*oute. Experienced
excunlon conductors accompany these excur-
sions to look after the welfare of passengers.

To Chicago and Kansas City every Sunday.

Wednesday and Friday. To Boston. Montreal
and Toronto every Wednesday. To St. Louis
e-*ery Sunday. To St. Pa'-l every Sunday and
Friday. Ticket office. ??:? Market street.

Out of the burning of the Theatre Francais has
come the disclosure that the firemen of Paris are not

a body under municipal control and trained for fire
service, but a set of soldiers detailed from the army
and commanded by army officers, who have no special
training in fighting fires. We are not proud, but evi-
dently there are some things in which Paris would do
well to take lessons from San Francisco.

Instances of badly injured men being taken by the
police and locked up as drunks are becoming alto-
gether too frequent. Since civil service examinations
are all the rage, why not require policemen and police
surgeons to show before their appointment that they
know enough to distinguish between a broken skull
and intoxication.

Ghost of the Glacier.
And Other Tales, including Making a Revolu-
tion. Pmquehanna Trail. Sculpture of the Elfa,

Once a Pillar of the World. Feathers of Fash-
lon, and others. A delightful volume, beauti-

fully Illustrated. Ready for distribution about
May 1. Send 10 rents to T. W. Lee. General
Passenger Agent. Lackawanna Railroad. I*Ex-

change Place, New YorkCity. Edition Limited.

WHAT PLAGUES US.
1 HE merchants and people o: San r-rancisco ~ie

beginning to get returns from the lalsc reports
1 of plague in this city.
Itmay appear like a joke to the politicians who arc

responsible for the affair, but it is no joke to those
¦ ¦ . ?¦ .
who are carrying on the industries and the commerce
nbich have been injured. As we said at the time
Mayor I^elan's dispatch, falsely declaring that the
piague had been here, did as much harm as the orig-
inal false report of the Board of bad Health and the
skeleton scare printed in Hearst s papers. It is not
understood outside that a few kindergarten politicians
were permitted to trifle with the sanitary reputation of
this city to the damage of its commerce. There are
places in the world where the health authorities have
not only professional and technical skill, but also a
proper and sober sense of their responsibility. The
people who,are served by such a Board of Health nat-
urally come to think that all others arc protected by
e*jual skill and sense of responsibility.

As far as this city is concerned, this is a mistake.
In the Board of Health and the Chief of Police San
Francisco has not the protection of cool judgment
and technical skill, and has suffered severely in con-

Something should be done by the citizens to relieve
the city of the unbearable position created by our
official representatives. Any further appeal to our
public authorities will get no answer except a repeti-
tion of the original false report. There is no hope in
that direction and we must depend upon ourselves.

We have published that cargoes already on board
here have been ordered off. and the order canceled by
wire

Ships from here are quarantined in every port
where they appear, and if this were Bombay or Cal-
cutta it could not be more completely under ban.

The steamer Curacao, from Mexican ports, arrived
la*t week, behind time, because she had been quaran-
tmed everywhere on account ot the plaprue here! The
Joss to her owners m consequence oi this was $4000

Shipowners and merchants will have many such
returns before the good name of San Francisco i.»
restored. The guilty politicians and the Mayor, to
whose falsehoods and criminal folly such losses are
due. do not feel the pinch of them. It is upon the
merchants, the business interests and industries of
San Francisco and the State. To stop the spreading
belief that we are in the panic and distress of a pesti-
knee, there should be the combined utterance of the
commercial and industrial bodies of this city. Indeed.
as the loss is finally distributed to the whole State and
our fruit interest is especially threatened, organiza-
tions throughout the State should share in the clean»-
inp of the sanitary reputation of this city. Every day
adds to the losses, and spreads the false report farther
abroad The Mayor's telegram is taken everywhere as
confirmatory of the existence of pestilence, and the
further confirmation by the New York Journal has
created a condition that needs prompt abatement
BSI^SS we wish to see a serious diversion of commerce

Special information supplied daily to
business houses and public men by th«
Press Clipping Bureau (Allen's), 510 Mont-
gomery street. Telephone Main 1042.

*

AUCTION SAXES.

rtj- S. IVfitking? This day, at 11 o'clock. Horses, at 1515
Bliastoß Ftreet.

The Americans who in their indignation declared
the embalmed-beef scandals in our War Department
would never be equaled in a European country evi-
dently spoke too quickly, for it now appears that in
the supplies sent to the British army in South Africa
not only is the beef bad, but the boots are as bad as
the beef.- -

HE present visit of Queen Victoria

sto Ireland is- the fourth since her
accession to the throne inl&fr. She
was 42 years old at the time of her
last visit,now she is almost 81. It
Is officially announced that her visit
this time is in recoenltlon of the

skill and valor of her officers and soldiers
in the present Boer campaign. General
Robert**? "Fighting Bobs"? now in chief
command, is an Irisnman and- takes his
title of Lord Waterford from his birth-
place. Generals Kitchener' French, Kelly-
Kenny and White are all Irishmen and
her Majesty wants to pluck a shamrock
from the soil that gave them birth. The
heroism displayed by the Connaught
Rangers, the Inneskilling Dragoons, the
Dublin and the Irish. Fusiliers at the
crossing of the Tugela and Modder Riv-
ers and storming of Kimberley and Bloem-
fontein touched, the heart of the Queen
as no other event since the charge of the
Light Brigade at Balaklava in the Cri-
mean war. Instead of "hanging men and
women for the wearing of the green" the
Queen directed that her brave Irish sol-
diers should be privileged to wear the
shamrock on St. Patrick's day. For the
first time in history the Irish flag waved
over the Mansion House in London. The
nobility and officials of the crown, fol-
lowing the example of her Majesty, out-
hibernlcised the Hibernians in celebrating
Ireland's national festival.
In recent cablegrams we are told that

"the Queen has ordertd a court garden
party to be held in Dublin In the second
week in April when she will be present.
The Mistress of the Kobes has ordered
for her Majesty a unique gown of Mer-
onac velvet with designs in shamrocks
and a sunshade of Irish silk, ornamented
with sreen silk shamrocks, with five of
the four-leafed variety at the top." If
the weather should turn out as unpropl-
tlous as in the years 1553 and IS6I when the
Queen was in Dublin she will need an
umbrella rather than a sunshade whose
shamrocks would be likely to run Into six
or seven leafed variety through the action
of drenchtng rain. During her previous
visits to Ireland Queen Victoria was ac-
companied by her devoted and dearly be-
loved husband, the Prince Cousort. Now
she goes as a widowed sovereign, and
many .1 spot she is likely to revisit will
remind her of the deceased Prince. Her
llrst visit to Ireland was In August. IS4D,
when, with Prince Albert and her four
children, on her royal yacht the Victoria
and Albert, she lirst landed at the cove
of Cork. In honor of this event the name
of cove was changed by her Majesty's
command Into Queenstown just as Dun-
leavy was transformed into Kingstown
when George IVvisited Dublin. The royal
yacht steamed up the beautiful River Lee
to the city of Cork amid the plaudits of
countless thousands. The Queen was
overwhelmed with the enthusiastic recep-
tion she met with in a part of Ireland
which she was told teemed with disloy-
alty.

lvfore the Queen left England, the
London Times. Punch and other great
journals predicted direful disaster to the
royal party at the hands of disaffected
Irishmen. According to them, the royal
visitors would surely be mobbed and
would be lucky if they escaped with their
lives. The Queen, with the proverbial
pluck of the Brunswick family, proceeded
on her journey despite the awful predic-
tions of alarmists. The same newspapers
and the same type of bell wethers are
shouting danger ahead to-day. Scotland
Yard, we are told, is in a terrible state
of alarm and commotion. Between 'JOOO
and 10.000 policemen, including 1500 plain-
clothes detectives, will watch out for the
safety of her Majesty in Dublin. Already
several regiments of cavalry and infantry
have been forwarded to strike terror Into
the hearts of the Fenians who may be
lurking in the neighlwrhood. All the
Queen's officers and all the Queen's men,
especially those of Scotland Yard, ?will
pa.^s sleepless nights until she is safely
back on English.soil. It was not on Irish
soil that Queen Victoria heretofore in-
curred any danger or suffered any insult;
It was in h«>r own capital? London? and
not far from her own palace. Edward
Oxford, a potboy of 17. in IS4O fired two
shots at her as she was driving up Con-
stitution Hill with Prince Albert. Two
years after a man named John Francis
attempted her life in the same manner
and in the same place. A hunchback
named Bean pointed a pistol at Queen
Victoria as she was leaving Buckingham
Palace, but it was knocked from his nand
before he could pull the trigger. A third
attempt upon her life was made on Con-
stitution Hillin IS4'.» and in ISSO. Robert
Pate, an ex-lieutenant of hussars, in ISSO
struck her on the face with a walking
stick near the residence of the Duke of
Cambridge. This does not complete the
list, but it is sufHclent to show that it is
in London and not in Dublin that Queen
Victoria requires protection.

Of course, the Queen, in ISGI as in 1900.
would not undertake such a journey with-
out due precaution for her personal
safety. Her Ministers saw to it that the
coast was clear and her military escort
suttlclently strong-. Lord Clarendon, then
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, wrote to Lord
John Uussell, Premier of Kngland that
"Agitation in Ireland Is extinct; repeal is
forgotten; seditious associations are clos-
ed up; the priests are frightened and the
people are tranquil. Everything tends,"
said he. "to secure for the Queen an en-
thusiastic reception and the one draw-
back, which is the general distress of all
classes, has Its advantages, for it will
enable the Queen to do what is kind and
considerate to those who are suffering."
This last sentence is a lurid commentary
on England's methods In dealing with
Ireland. Itis on the principle of "Do evil
that good may come from it." Knock a
fellow down that you may show how good
you are by extending a hand to help him
up. Queen Victoria soon discovered that
no matter how disaffected the majority of
Irishmen were tney do not assault nor
insult women. A poet of the time well
expressed the feelings of the Queen:

A thousand anxious cares Ihad,

A thousand doubts and fears-
Would Ireland meet me wildlyslad

Or darkly drowned In tears?

Both fears alike Inow reject;
One day has testified

Enouch to Irish self-respect
And Irish manly pride.

InCork. "Waterford. Dublin and Belfast,

which she visited on this trip,sailing from
place to place on her royal yacht, she was
greeted with marked enthusiasm.

When the royal party sailed Into Water-
ford harbor they saw near the entrance
Duncannon Fort, historic as the last stop-
ping place InIreland of unfortunate Klngr
James 11, the last of the Stuarts'. After
his defeat by William, Prince of Orange,
at the battle of the Boyne he abandoned
his brave Irish soldiers and took to his
heels. This was the King who early in
the light, when he saw the Irish soldiers
prevailing against the red coats, cried out,
"Oh, spare my English subjects!" It is
said that the Irish officers were so dis-
gusted at his poltroonery that they ex-
pressed a desire to exchange commanders
and fight the battle over again. King
James fled to France with the maledic-
tions of the Irishupon his miserable head.
Ifdisaffection lurked in Dublin it did

not show Its head during the four days'
celebration over the royal visit. On his
return' to Windsor Castle Prince Albert
wrote to his friend and mentor. Baron
Stockmar: "Our Irish tour has gone off
well beyond all expectations. Of the en-
thusiasm that greeted us from all quar-
ters you can form no conception." Inthis
connection it-should be remembered that
at the time Ireland was but Just emerging
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,throughout the .Union.
It willbe perceived from the specimens of the

whole lot of amendments offered that if all our re-
formers had their way we should soon have something
likea new constitution. We may therefore be satisfied
in the knowledge that it is not so easy to amend it as
to propose an amendment. It is better that some
needed reforms should wait than that our whole well
ordered system should be thrown into confusion by
constitution tinkering at every session of Congress.

CAPE NOME
MACHINERY and SUPPLIES.

DMEDGING PCMPS.
OU. Gasoline. Steam Hoists. Centrifugal Parnp*.
Englnea&Boilers. HendyMacb.Wks.,44 Fremont.

EXPERIMENTAL MACHINERY S MODELS.
U. PETERSON. SS4A Mission. S. F.; communi-

cation* from inventors strictly confidential.

MARSH STEAM PUMPS
Scpply fresh cr aait water for tlulcs boxaa;
hirh cr lew lifts. Simooms. S3 Market it.

BEACH GOLD CONCENTRATOR.
SAVES Allth« Gold by Graritatlon. No qalch.

?liver. Hand or power. la operation 14 Sp-ar.

OOL » SEPARATOR.
Cyclone Gold Separator and Amalgamator Indally operation, vrm. H. Birch & Co.. IJ3 l»t

MATTESOVS SLUICE WASHER.
Lent torn, riffles and carpet combined sar«splacer sold. VAN WINKLE. 413 Market it.

*\i^-?Ey*,,Ccn tra! Platlne Works. K3 Ml»-ilcn»t.. S. F. Phone Jensla JCI.

PILE.DRIVING ENOINES.Wcrthlngton Steam Pumps & Water \r*r«>.Mundy HoUtlng EnglaeS. Tatum Lft
ENOI>ES. BOILERS. ETC.

BAKER 4 HAMILTON. Engine* and Sonera-lowCTt price, on th« co*»t. Pln« *DaSrutS:
FURS.

KUn COATS ANDROBES FOR CAPE VDMt-ALBERT HOEFUCH.IIg GraJt iJ,yOME-

OILS,

6

from one of the most appalling famines
that ever decimated a country. Itlasted
four years? 1846-47-4S-49? during which
about a million people


