
The impossibility of effecting complete protection for the moment to all;farmers' in the south and
southeast sections of the Free State is recognized at Bloemfontein. Men who surrendered under the proc-
lamation of Lord Roberts arc now being punished for the reliance they placed in the ability of the Brit-
ish to protect them. As the correspondent further remarked, "this is a hard fate, and every possible
effort willbe made to help them, but consideration of the sufferings of repentant belligerents at the hands
of their fellow countrymen cannot be suffered to prejudice the military plans of Lord Roberts"

British Cavalry Picket Surprised and Stampeded byBoer
(From the Sphere.)

CAKL KfciCriMAN,the Daring
Boer Commandant. 7\ JEW YORK, April.5.?A World special from Washington' says: 'Admiral George Drwey is

J_ V willing to be a candidate for President. He authorizes the World Jo announce to the American
people that after mature reflection and in.response to the earnest entreaties from allparts of the

country, his former decision not under any circumstances to run for the Presidency, is 'rescinded. A
World correspondent saw the admiral at his home at 6 o'clock this evening^ Admiral Dczvey dictated
the anszvers to the questions and signed the notes.

"Admiral,in vicivof the many conflicting reports relative to your attitude toward a nomination
for the Presidency, willyou make a'statcment to the World?"

"Yes,Irealize that the time has arrived whenImust definitely define my position. WhenIar-
rived in this country last September Isaid that nothing woidd induce me to be a candidate for the Presi-
dency. Since then, however, Ihave had the. leisure and inclination to study the matter and have
reached a different conclusion, inasmuch as so many assurances have come to me from my countrymen
thatIwould be acceptable as a candidate for this great office.

"Ifthe American people want me for this high officeIshall be only too willing to serve them. It
is the highest honor in the gift of this nation; what citizen would refuse it?
¦ .' "Since studying the subjectIam convinced that the office of the President is not such a very diffi-
cult one to fill,his duties being mainly to execute the laws of Congress. Should Ibe chosen for this ex-
alted position Izvould execute the laws of Congress as faithfully asIhave always executed the orders

of my superiors."
"Is there any political significance in your trips West?"
"No; lam simply filling the engagements made months ago?long before Iever thought se-

riously of the Presidency" ,*
"On zvhat platform willyou stand?"

Britons and Boers Expected to Soon Meet in
an Important-Encounter. .

WASHINGTON.
April3.? This was

a notable day in the Senate.' It
brought to a close the sharpest
and most prolonged debate upon
any measure since those dis-

cussed during the memorable "war con-
gress" two years ago. At 4 o'clock this
afternoon the votes were, begun upon the
Porto Rican tariff and civil government

bill.and pending amendments . and less

than an hour later the measure about
which there has been so much contention
in and out of Congress was passed by a
majority of nine, the final vote being 40 to
31. Only committee amendments were
adopted.
Ithas been evident for some time that

.the bill would command a maJ6rity In the
Senate, but notwithstanding the fact the

?interest in the measure, both of Senators

and the public,has not flagged "an Instant.
To-day the galleries were crowded and
hundreds of persons, filled the corridors,
unable to obtain even standing room in
the galleries. From 11 o'clock, when the
Seriate. convened, until the hour when the
voting began,' advocates and opponents oZ
the bill brilliantly and eloquently main-
tained their convictions and the,auditors
were kept in a state of constant excite-

Ayes?Adison, Baker, Bard, Carter, Chandler, Clark of Wyoming, Cullom, Deboe, Depew,
Fairbanks, Foraker, Foster, Frye, Gallingcr, Gear/Hanna, Hansb rough, Hawley, Jones of Ne-
vada, Kcan, Kyle, Lodge, Mcßridc, McComas, McMillan,Pcnrose, Perkins, Platt of Connecticut,
Platt of Nczv York, Pritchard, Quarlcs, Ross, Scott,. Sezvell, Shoup, Spooner, Stewart, Thurstony

Noes ? Allen, Bacon, Bate, Berry, Clark of Montana, Clay, Cockrcll,-Culbcrson, Daniel,
Davis (Republican), Harris, Hcitfcld, Jones of Arkansas, Kenny, Lindsay, McLaurin, Martin,
Mason (Republican) ,Money, Morgan, Nelson- (Republican) , Pcttus, Proctor (Republican), Simon
(Republican), Sullivan; Taliaferro, Teller, Tillman, Turley, Vest, Wellington (Republican)? 31.

ment. The particularly notable, speeches
of the" day were delivered by Mason of
Illinois in opposition to the measure, and
by Foraker of Ohio, who replied to a brief
speech by Wellington of Maryland. It was
the Ohio Senator's desire to clear up any
misunderstanding or misinformation con-
cerning the bill.

Mason's speech was argumentative, elo-
quent and amusing by turns, and, as it
covered the entire range of the country's

duties and responsibilities to what the
illustrious Senator sarcastically termed
"our in-su-lar possessions," it was very
interesting to his hearers.

Just before the Senate adjourned a sen-
sational episode occurred in which Wol-
cott of Colorado accused Lodge of Mas-
sachusetts of having uttered that which
was "unqualifiedly false." The difficulty
arose over an effort made by Lodge to
have the Spooner billmade the unfinished
business. This involved the displacement
of the Quay case and the friends of ? the
former Senator from Pennsylvania made
things exceedingly livelyfor a half hour.

Meson Assails Imperialism.

Mason's speech was not confined to the
Porto Rican measure, but included. in its
scope all the problems attendant upon the
control and government of our insular
possessions. He spoke in favor of the res-
olution of Wellington, which offers inde-
pendence to the Filipinos, and against the*
bill proposed by Spooner of Wisconsin,

Adverting at this point to Porto Rico,
he maintained that when the treaty ofParis was ratified the Island became &
part of the United States, and Congress
had no more right to put a duty on herproducts than it had to put a tariff on
products passing between New York and*Washington, j ¦?*'.-

Unless you can get the Supreme Conrt to
stultify and reverse Itself there U but one war
to levy a tariff upon the people of the United
States to prevent their trading with the r*»st
of the United States. You must amend the
constitution to do tt. You must strike out
that clause of the constitution which saya all
duties must be uniform. Ibeg you to count the
cost of such an amendment.

We cannot say to Europe, that Is wholly for-
eign and alien. "You may deliver the product of
your labor" here upon the payment of 100 per
cent of the present duty." and say to the
Porto Rlcans. "You are S5 per cent American
and 13 per cent alien, and you must pay your
pro rarta share of the Impost."

There Is no such thing as S3 per oent an-
nexation. The people of Porto Rico are either
our ceople 100 per cent or they are 100 per cent
not our people.

Mason said the people of Porto Rico
had been promised by General Miles that
they should enjoy all the Immunities and
blessings of our free government. These
promises, he held, the people would de-
mand should be kept. Speaking of the

"IthinkIhave said enough at this time, and possibly too much."

conferring authority upon the President
to govern the Philippines until Congress
should otherwise direct. Incidentally he
opposed the tariff proposed to be placed
upon Porto Rican products.

He was opposed to holding the Philip-
pines, "because urkler the law of nations
we have not the title and never can have
complete title except by conquest of the
inhabitants." He continued:

Ido not wish the 9.000.000 Filipinos for citi-
zens. Ido not wish them for slaves. If we
govern them they must either be citizen* or
serfs. "Whether they labor as our citizens or
our equals before the law, or whether they la-
bor as our politicalslaves.- their labor competes
with the labor of our country, and Iam op-

p

osed to that. Iam for. expansion. Ivoted for
the annexation of Hawaii, but should never
have sent 65,000 men to compel them to accept
our flag.

-
Inother words. Iam against taking

any territory by conquest against a friendly
people, and Iam against taking any territory
that brings a cheap class of labor In free and
open competition with the class, of men and:women who do the labor in this country.

Mason resented as cowardly and unjust
any refls-ction upon his patriotism and
love for the flag because of his opinions
regarding the Philippines. He declared
that ifit were treason to oppose a war
of conquest, to.lift unjust taxation, to
confer -upon the struggling people the
blessings of liberty, to protect the labor-
ingmen and women of this country, then
he was. guilty.?

-
,

? ;,;
-

Advocates of the Tariff Victorious by a Vote
PORTO RICAN MEASURE PASSED

Continued on Second Page.

of Forty to Thirty-One,

ZOXDON,'April 4, 6:40 a.jn.?Xo news has yet been received, of the expected': battle between
General French. and. the Boers. There is now but a remote prospect of the capture of .the guns.
This. Jwzvcvcr, is regarded as quite triflingcompared with the political effects of the disaster. As

the Bloemfontein correspondent of the Times remarks, Commandant Olivier 's strategy in rcoccupving
Ladybrand and Thaba Nchu was bold dnd even brilliant. Most of? his force is composed of Free
Staters, and the advantage gained by them willhave a most disturbing effect on the mind of the. Free
State population. '

7. -.
(:V'v'r.

LONDON.
April 4.? A1l signs that

come from the seat of war indicate
that a great battle Is impending to

the east of Bloemfontein, probably
close to the point where the detach-

ment cf Broadwood's column was am-
bushed Saturday with such serious loss.

Frcin Maseru come reports that the Boers
are advancing. Firing was heard yester-

day near Thaba Nchu.
While no severe engagement has appa-

rently taken place yet. General Colville
has kept constantly in touch with the foe.
Evidently the Boers still hold the Bloem-
fontein water works or some portion of

them and have not been dislodged by the
superior British force.

The Daily Mail's Bloemfontein corre-
spondent cables that 1&00 Boers were at
the time Ftill on the hills near the water
works, and that General Colvllle was
shelling them from Bushmans Kop. while
General French was maneuvering to cut
off their retreat.
¦ It Is evident that the Boers are ap-
proaching Bloemfontein from the north,
notwithstanding the recent dispersal of
the force etationed at Karee Siding and
the retirement from Brandfort. Probably

there are Boer commandos at Buttfonteln
to the northwest and at Paardcberg to the
west.

New evidence is given daily that the
great strength of the Boers lies In their
ability to recover their spirit quickly. Be-
ing an army of Irregulars, they are not
so sensitive to defeat as disciplined
troops.

No further light i* thrown by late dis-
patches on the Korn Spruit disaster. It
now appear* that only a battery and some
v.apcr.s wfro raught in the drift by the
amliUfoad'.r.K IJoers. A battery which was
behind calloped off twelve hundred yards
and opened Jiro. A Boer blast finally
drov» this battery into retreat, leaving
two of its guns behind owing to the
daughter of ir.en and horses.
In the meantime a sergeant major of UBattery, after icpcated attempts, rescuedone tun out cf six. Up to the present time

Roberts' Troops Unable to Recapture the Guns Lost by
Broadwood Saturday, and Transvaalers Are

Rapidly Advancing in Force.

"If the American People Want Me for This High Office," He
Says, "IShall Be Only Too Willing .;

to Serve Them."

Admiral Makes a Formal Announcement of
His Candidacy.

GREAT BATTLE IMPENDING
EAST OF BLOEMFONTEIN

DEWEY IN THE RACE
FOR THE PRESIDENCY

Cronje on
the way to

St. Helena
CAPE TOWN, April

3? Geoeral Cronje,
Colonel Styel aQd
1000 Boer prisooers
sailed for St. Helena
to-nigr;t.

not one of these seven guns has been re-
captured.

There is no confirmation of the rumor
that a Ladysmith)commandp has been cut
to pieces by French's cavalry. .

According to the latest telegrams, the
Boers and the British were still watching
each other Monday morning near Korn
Spruit, fighting having ceased *at noon on
Sunday. The Boers continue to hold the
water works, and French is holding tho
drift of Waterval Spruit, which is one of
the three or four streams forming the
sources of the Modder.

The British cavalry commander is re-
ported to be only waiting for his prepara-
tions to be completed to make a move
against the enemy. The temporary loss
of the water works is not felt by the
troops or citizens of Blocmfontein, for re-
serve reservoirs close to town hold a BUf-
flciency of water.

The swiftness with which the situation
in the Orange Free State has changed is
a remarkable illustration of the mobility
of the Boers. It is only ten days since
Commandants Grobler and Olivier were
hurriedly retiring along the border of Ba-
sutoland, pursued by the British from
Cape Colony, while French's cavalry were
supposed to be ready to cut off their re-
treat. :"vr-'

From Winburg, or perhaps from Kroon-
stad, comes a large force of Boers to their
comrades' aid. Grobler retraces his steps
from Smaldel, Olivier takes possession of
Ladybrand and a united' army 10,000 or
12,000 strong is gathered together in a
wonderfully short time. Totally unob-
served by the British scouts, this force
hurls Itself upon Thaba Nchu, and after-
ward on Sannah Post and the water
works. Thus the whole military status
has been reversed.

General Carrington's men, who are go-
ing by the Belra route to Salisbury, in
Rhodesia, will probably march to Bulu-
wayo, where the railway will be at their
command. The advent of this force ot
good size willmake the Transvaalers fear
a raid on their capital from the north.
IfColonel Baden-Powell has been warn-

ed that he must hold out until May 24, it
may be General Carrington, and not
Kitchener, Methuen or Plumer, who will
lead the relief column to Mafeklng. The
garrison reported all well up to March 20.

MANY FOREIGNERS
FOUGHT WITH BOERS

BUSHMANS KOP. April 2.?Hearing
that the water works were deserted the
correspondent ,ol tho

'
Router's Telegram*

Agency rode. forward to-day. Arrivingat
the crest of a hill a volley was fired at
him and a moment later a man appeared
at the top of the crest. Calling on him to
stop firing and saying lie was

'
unarmed

and desired to talk with him. the corre-
spondent discovered that this man was an
American, who declared that he accom-
panied the Boers only as a sightseer. He
said that never during his whole life had
he witnessed such magnificent .pluck as
that shown by the British on Saturday,
and he asserted that not only himself but
the, whole Boer army was profoundly
touched with admiration at their gallant
behavior. Itappears that the Boers never
doubted their ability to capture the whole
British force and were dumfounded at
the courage displayed and the masterly
way in which the force was able to escape
from the death trap. The correspondent's
informant refused to give any information
regarding the Boer forces or their move-
ments, but it appeared that the present
force was detached from Kroonstad,
joined the Ladybrand force and again di-
vided north of Thaba Nchu, one portion
following the other and meeting Colonel
Broadwood's retreating force. The burgh-
ers engaged consisted of Schoemann's
command, which . was accompanied by
many foreigners. Commandant John Y.
Blake was present with the Irish brigadt
and other foreigners.

The fight was marked by many acts of
individual courage. The first man to
warn the British of the ambush was a ser-
geant of the army service corps, who shot
a Boer dead with his revolver. A House-
hold Cavalryman, who was summoned to
surrender, threw his rifle In his captor's
face, knocking him over and escaping.

The Boers undoubtedly shot some of
the prisoners and jalso killed some of
their own men who advanced to demand
the British to surrender, and later?ac-
cording to the testimony of eye-witnesses,
the Boers shot some of the prisoners, but
the confusion was so great? the flre pro-
ceeding from all directions and the Boers
firing on the convoy in which their own
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FINAL VOTE ON THE PORTO RICAN BILL.


