
H^ KCYAL HIGHNESS THE tRNCE OF WALES.
From a photograph takrn lately in his uniform as captain srencralof the

Honorable Artillery. THE LATE GENERAL JOHN BIDWELL.
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ATTEMPTS TO KILL
PRINCE OF WALES

A Young Anarchist Fires Two
Shots at His Royal Highness,

but Fails to Do Injury*

date If he had managed matters right

when .he . first returned to the United
States. He then declined to be considered
a candidate and subsequently dampened
enthusiasm for him by his marriage and
the transfer of his house. In the Judg-

ment of politicians he has allowed his
opportunity to pass and cannot now hope
to secure a prize that he might have had
for the asking when he first came home
from Manila.

Whether politicians underestimate Ad-
miral Dewey's strength with the people

of the country Is a question that can only

be answered when time enough has elaps-

ed for the feeling throughout the country

to manifest Itself somewhat. There have

been Instances InAmerican history when
politicians and party leaders have had

to give way to a.general manifestation of

the popular will, and the admiral and his

advisers have hoped that this would be
one of those occasions.

However this may be. it is certain that

the trend of opinion among politicians,

and especially among the supporters of
Bryan, is that the Dewey candidacy will
amount to very little. This was well illus-
trated by the reply of Senator Jones of
Arkansas, chairman of the Democratic
National Committee, to my question as
to what he thought of the admiral's can-
didacy: .j. , ?

"Ihave not given it any consideration,
paid the Senator. "Itwill be forgotten by
to-morrow night, so what is the use
thinking about It?"

When Iasked the admiral this morning

IOMON, April 5, 5 a. m.?Itlooks to-d.17 as though, the Boers had conceived the audacious plan of ?

A attempting to invest I.ord Roberts at Bloeinfomein, or at least to endeavor to delay his northward ad-
vanes by harassing the British lines of communication. On his side I.ord Roberts is concantrating his

forces and preparing to take every advantage of the bold but risky tactics of the enemy. He is not likely
to strike at cny cf their forcss until he is certain of delivering a crushing blow. ¦

-
There is little doubt that Lord Roberts is hampered by the necessity for remounts and transports, and

the less of the convoy guns and all of Colonel BroadwcGd's baygage was a serious matter. The Boers are
now trusting to what they believe to be thf.ir superior mobility.

Continued on Second rage.

?-^HICO. April 4.? General John Bld-
1 well, perhaps the oldest livingCali-
1 fornla pioneer, died suddenly at his
\_jJ magnificent home ;on the Rancho

Chico at 2:30 'o'clock this afternoon.
General Bldwell had for several years

been superintending the work en a new
drive through his grounds, and went out
to Inspect the work this morning at 7:30
o'clock. At about 9 o'clock, while mark-
ing_ a fallen tree for sawyers, he suddenly
dropped to the ground. He was conveyed
to his house and several physicians were
summoned to his bedside. At first he ral-
lied and strong hopes were entertained
of his recovery, but at 2 o'clock fie had
a relapse, from which he never recovered.
Besides a widow, he leaves three nieces

and one cousin in this State to mourn his
loss.
In IS6BI in the city of Washington, he

was married to Miss Anna Kennedy.
His three nieces are: Mrs. Emery Hobart,
Mrs. Mary Reed of Chico anil .Mrs. W. C.
Collins of Sacramento. The cousin is Dr.
Ella Getchell of Chico. The date of tho
funeral has not as yet been decided upon.

General Bldwell was born August 5, ISIO,
in Chautauqua County. New York. HI-*
youthful life was full of change, very few
opportunities being presented him for edu-
cational advancement. The principal and
last schooling he received was obtained
at KingvllleAcademy. Ashtabula County.
Ohio. He walked 300 miles to reach the

BRUBSELB.
April 4? As the train

wat= leaving the northern station
for the southern railroad station, a
youth fired two phots from a re-
volver at the Prince of Wales, but

miffed his Royal Highness.
The am-mpt upon th<- life of the Prince

of Wales occurred at 3:35 p. m. The
wouM-btt assassin jumped upon the foot-
board of tho Prince's salon car as the
train was starting and tired Into the car.Miming at the Prince of Wales. The as-
sailant was Immediately arrested.

The would-be assassin Is a tinsmith
nair.ed Sipido. a resident of Brussels, J6years old. His pockets were found to be
full of anarchistic literature.

When examined by the station officials
Eipido declared he intended to kill the

Prince of Wale? and that he did not re-
gret his action and was ready to do It
again Ifgiven a chance.

Sipido subsequently paid he wanted to
kill the Prince "because he caused thou-
Fands of men to be slaughtered in South
Africa."

Hearing the shots the station master
rushed to the scene and knocked down
the would-be assassin's arm as he pre-
pared to fire a third shot, and a number
of persons threw themselves on the
Prince's' assailant.

'
In the' Confusion a

second man who was quite Innocent was
seized, roughly handled and beaten!

After the Prince of Wales had ascer-

CHICAGO. April 4.? From early morning till nearly midnight the executive committee In charge of the prepara-
tions to receive Admiral Dewey on the oc'ca«lon of his proposed visit to Chicago on May 1 was in session listening to
demands of angry contributor* of money for. the return of their contributions and to withdrawals of offers of a
score, or more of civic and other organizations to participate in.the proposed Dewey day parade.- As a result it Is con-
sidered quite probable the Dewey day celebration may be called off.

When the committee was formed It was decided by the members of the finance committee, to whom was intrust-
ed the work of collecting funds to meet expenses, that there was to be nothing of a political nature In the affair, but
that this occasion was to bo a patriotic celebration of one of the greatest naval battles in history: that Admiral
Dewey had kindly consented to lend his presence to the occasion, so that hundreds of thousands of admirers of the
hero of Manila Bay might look upon his features, grasp his hand and pay him homage.

The committee met splendid success up to this time. The people have felt the season was good for such an event
and the occasion would bring thousands-to Chicago. The fund which was raised for Admiral Dewey's entertainment
was in keeping with the city and occasion. Militaryand civic societies volunteered their services to make the display
such as had never been witnessed in Chicago before. .and .-"every. one felt the celebration would be as fitting to the ad-
miral as had been the one in New York on his return from the Orient.

The committee was hurriedly called this morning to discuss the new phase put upon Dewey's standing before the
people by his announcement of his candidacy for the Presidency, and had barely been called to order when demands
for the return of contributions began to pour in by mail, by telegraph, by telephone and by word of mouth. The one
general excuse for the demand Invariably made was that the contribution had been made for the entertainment of
Dewey, the victorious admiral of the navy, and not for Dewey, the politician and office-seeker. The withdrawals of re-
quests for positions in the parade by civic and military organizations were Invariably based upon the same grounds.

Members of the committee are facing one of the strangest propositions they have ever been called upon to solve.
They talked the matter over at length, and after a conference made the followingstatement to the press:

"The majority of the members of the committee find themselves Inan embarrassing: position, owing to the fact that
they supposed they were to entertain the admiral of the United States navy, and now it develops they are to entertain
a candidate for the office of President of the- United States. This political feature has caused the embarrassment re-
ferred to, and many of the organizations that were to participate in the parade have decided to withdraw.

j "Contributors to the fund to defray the expenses did so on the assurance of the'commlttee that there would be. no
politics whatever on the occasion, and now contributors are asking for a return of their money.

"It is hoped that the preparations for honoring Admiral Dewey will not have to be abandoned, and the committee
willdo Its utmost to overcome the revulsion of feeling caused by the publication of Admiral Dewey's determination to
become a candidate for the"Presidency." . ' ;> . '.-.

' : . , >- . *>;.C;',>.;;=t.Y.'^;
Notwithstanding the committee's public statement that preparations will continue, the members privately say they

believe the. "Jig la up." Many of the members have lost-heart, and IfAdmiral Dewey should change his mind, now that
he has become a candidate for office, and -decline to come to Chicago,; It would bea great relief to them.

CONTRIBUTORS TO DEWEYDAY FUND
DEMAND A RETURN OF THEIR MONEY

SUDDEN DEATH OF
GEN. JOHN BIDWELL.

Was an Early Pioneer and at
One Time Prohibitionist Can=

didate for Presidency.
Special Dispatch to The Call.

MARCHING TO THE
RELIEF OF MAFEKING

LONDON. April 5.? A dispatch to the
Daily Mail from- Mafeking. dated March

2.r>. by h runner to Gaborones. says: "Last
n-Klit we received the welcome news of
the dispatch of a column by way of Vry-
burg to relieve us. The messenger report-
ed that he had encountered no Boers on
the road.

"Other runners from the north' tell of
the rapid approach of Colonel PlumoY's
column. The Boors continue the bom-
bardment, but It is believed now that
there are not more than 2i«W around v«,
many having left daily."

COLONEL PORTER MAKES
A MOST BRILLIANT CHARGE

LONDON. Anri! s.? The Daily Mail has
the following from Bloemfontein; dated
Tuefeday; April ":

"Colonel Porter, with ninety carbineers
and .Scot.* Greys and two guns, performed
a brilliant deed Sun'lay. He charged a
large body ot Bo<»rs and rescued ninety
odd British prisoners. Including eleven
officers who were captured the previous
day. There were no casualties on the
British side." ? /

GENERAL CLEMENTS' MOVE.

LONDON. April s.? The ¦ Bloemfontein
correspondent of the Daily Mall, tele-
graphing Tuesday, says: "General Clem-ents' force traversed Petrusberg Sundaymorning and is now encamped a day's
march from here."

SAVING A GUN OF BATTERY U, R. H. A.
In the fliFrjstpr at Bushman* Kop on Saturday last a sergeant major of Hattery I.', Royal Horse Artillery,by great

exertion and cool Judgment n:aii«'uT<vi to save one of the eight guns which had h<en cut off and thought to bo lost. Tbe
above picture, taker, from The Sphere, shows Battery I"in action at Modder River? a limber galloping back for ammu-
nition.

Convention hall, Kansas City, as ItAppeared Before Destruction.

and means of raising an additional $-V>.ooo.
The hall association has $10.0» in the bank
and wi',lhave the $155 ,0e0 insurance for im-
mediate use. the insurance companies
having spontaneously agreed to waive the
sixty-day limit and make a settlement nn ]
demand. The Kansas City Lumber Com- !
pany. that furnished four-fifths of the j
lumber for the old building, has agreed
to duplicate the order at once at the rate
in existence two years ago. and the Min-
neapolis firm tha: furnished the steel
girders for the immense roof has been
telegraphed to duplicate this order.

Flames Spread Rapidly

ilie tire started, as near a.s can ne
learned, at 1 o'clock this afternoon just
above the boiler room in the northea.-it
corner of the building, on the alley,
where some plumbers had h«.-n at work.
There was no fire in the furnace and the
supposition is that the blaze started from
a spirit Ifmp used by one of the plumbers
or the crossing of an electric light wire.
A still alarm was rirst turned in. Fsy the
time the first engine arrived, ten
minutes later, the whole building was a
ma?s of flames. The entire structure,
covering half a block each way on Fif-
teenth and Central ntr?ets. was a furnace
of fire before a second alarm could be
sounded, anil in less than half an hour
the roof, upheld by massive steel girders
that spanned its 200 feet of breadth, fell
with a crash that sent showers of burn-
ing embers in every direction and drove
the fireman across the street. The brick
Corinthian columns lining th»» building
along -the facades on Thirt.-renth and Cen-
tral streets tottered a few . minutes and
fell outward and the hall was a complete
wreck.
A strong wind carried the flames to the

Second Presbvterlan Church, on the op-
posite side of Thirteenth and Central
streets, and In forty minutes that struc-
ture, occupying a half block in length,
was in ruins. The parsonage adjoining,
and next the I.athrop School, which was
partially destroyed in the cyclone of 15.5.8.
and which had been set aside for the use
of the newspaper correspondents during
the coming convention, were attacked
simultaneously, and soon nothing but

their wall* were left standing. For-
tunately the school children had not re-
turned to their rooms after the noon hour
and all were got to places of safety.

Next the flames caught the Williamson
fiat^ across the alley from the. hall on the
north, on Twelfth street, and these were
gutted. The fiats occupied a half block
and were of brick and three stories in
heisrbr.

Flying embers star'pd blazes on a dozen
different residences within a radius of two
blocks, and. fanned l>y a stiff breeze ami
aided by a low water pressure, threatened
a general conflagration. Ths» fire, which
was- finally got under control ot 2:+>
o'clock, proved one of the quickest and
most dangerous experienced in Kansas
City for many years.

History of the Building

Convention Hnll had been classed by
travelers as one of the largest and most
perfectly constructed auditoriums In the
world. The building was erected In ls!>8
at a cost of I2?.s,iyn>. which was raised en-
tirely by public subscription It occupied
a piece of ground Mlby 2'>> feet in extent.
was two storir-si high and built of native
stone, cream brick and terra-cotta. The
first story was of the Renaissance style of
architecture anrl the second story in perl-
style form, with groups and columns. Tho
building was of hridtre construction, with-
out a column, the roof being supported hy
great steel girders. Its general seating
arrangement w;ts modeled somewhat upon
the plan of ihe Metropolitan Opera-hou?"
of N*w York. The floor space was divided
into ttrena. arena balcony, balcony an<l
roof ftarden. boxes skirting the arena and
the a»ena balcony. ¦

The total seating capacity was nearly 5\-
fWX) and with standing room the building
was capable of holding more than 22.000
people. The arena alone seated 4"00. The.
building had no stairways, the upper
seating being reached by means of In-
clined plants. Separate exitn were used for
the balconies and roof garden and it wa*
estimated that the hall could be emptied
Xt the rate of 50"O people a minute. Prac-
tically nothing remains intact of Conven-
tion Hall save the Thirteenth-street one-
str.ry wall and the foundation. The strag-
gling side walls willhave to be torn down.

KANSAS
CITY. Mo.. April 4.? Con- |

vention Hall. Kansas City's pride,
wherein the Democratic National
Convention was to have been held
on July 4, was laid In ruins in less

than thirty minutes' time this afternoon
from a tire that started from an unknown
source at 1 o'clock. The fire burned with

such fury that it was evident almost
from the start that the structure was
doomed and the firemen soon turned their
attention to saving surrounding property.
A stiff breeze was blowing and before the
tire was subdued at 2:15 o'clock the Sec-
ond Presbyterian Church,, one of the
finest edifices in the city, the church par-
sonage, the Lathrop public school, a two-
story, thlrteen-room building, all situated
across the way on Central street, a half-
block of three-story flat buildings on
Twelfth street, were rendered total losses.
Several residences were damaged to a
greater or less degree and for a time it
was feared that several blocks of build-
ings In the residence district would so.

The aggregate loss is J400.0G0, ap-
portioned as follows: Convention Hall.
J235.000. Insurance $13.1,000; church $50,000,
insured; parsonage $15,000. insured; schooi
$35,000. Insurance J20.400; Williamson block.
Twelfth street. $50,000, insurance $15,000;
miscellaneous $5000.

Will Be Rebuilt.
Plan's are on foot to rebuild Convention

Hall immediately and make It ready for
the Democratic convention In July. While
the fire was still in progress members of
the Commercial Club, through whose ef-
forts the hall was conceived and built,
mingled in the crowds of spectators and
began soliciting funds for a new struct-
ure. This evening $25,000 had been sub-

scribed and Secretary E. M.Clendenning

of the club called a mass-meeting of cit-
izens for to-morrow night to devise ways

British Forces Now Being Concentrated to Offset
the Audacious Plan of the Advancing

Transvaalers.

BOERS TRYING TO INVEST
ROBERTS AT BLOEMFONTEIN

FIRE DESTROYS CONVENTION
HALL AT KANSAS CITY

Presbyterian Church, Lathrop School and a Row of
Flats Swept Away by the Devouring

Elements.

DESIGNING

MEN BACK
OF DEWEY

Party Opponents of
McKinley and Bryan

His Advisers.

USING THE ADMIRAL
AS A POLITICAL CLUB

Led Him to Believe Both
Parties Would Be Eager

Bidders for His
Lecd-rahip.

Swcial I»i!"r'nteh to The Call

NEW YORK, April4.? The
Herald has tw?nty-nine inter-
views -with Democratic Na-
tional Committeeznen. Twen-
ty-seven declare for Bryan;
North Dakota, is for Dewey,
and J. J. Dwyer of California
says he cannot decide until he
knows Dewey's politics.

The Herald has interviews
with thirty Senators and Rep-
resentatives. Twenty-nine
either declare for Bryan or
ridicule Dewey's pretensions.
Representative Jefferson Levy
of New York says he is for the
admiral.

CALL
HEADQUARTERS. WEL-

LIXGTON HOTEL. WASHING-
TON. April 4.? Admiral Dewry's
announcement of his candidacy for
the Presidency this morning has

been almost the sole topic of conversation
to-day unions' public men in Washington.
The announcement came as a complete

?surprise to all except the few politicians
who had teen using their influence with
the admiral for some time to induce him
to adopt this course.

Though Admiral Dewoy does not indi-
cate in any way which party be expects
to take up hfs candidacy it Is stated tha*

', ho, expects that his announcement will
"create such a \vav*;*6fpoßiUav.ehtilushi^m
as to indicate . to" the leaders of the
Democracy the advisability of placing him
in nomination at the Kansas City con-
vention. The men who are understood to

Ihave been consulted about the matter and
!who cave It more or less encouragement

are all Democrats who are opposed to th<?
nomination of Mr. Bryan. Among them
are said to be John R. McLean, the ad-
miral's brother-in-law; former Secretary
of the Navy Whitney, former Senator
Gorman. Nathan Straus of New York aid
Judge Brawley of South Carolina.

There is pood reason to believe that
certain prominent Republicans are well
pleased with the admiral's action, even
if they did not urge it upon him in ad-

J vance. Some of tne Republicans who
Ihave opposed the Porto Rlcan tariff bill
i were hopeful th.« morning when they
Itend the announcement that it would re-
j suit in frightening the Republican leaders
j and cause them to abandon their un-
!popular policy. Senator Proctor of Ver-

Imont and Senator Allison of lowa are said
j to be two of the men who looked upon
j the announefment with favor and Senator
; Allison was or.c of the first callers at the

admiral's residence this morning.

Unless the effect of the admiral's an-
j nouncemrnt outside of Washington has
ibren entirely different from what It has'

1 «en here* it will utterly fail to arouse
|enough popular enthusiasm to carry th*
ihero of Manila into tl-.e White House.
|Politicians of both parties believe that
;the admiral nas been misled by the ex-
jhibltlons of popular enthusiasm with
j which he has been greeted at railway
;stations and receptions into the belief that
? the American people were ready to be-j
IStow upon him any office or honor within
itheir gift. It is plain that if the admiral
jis to receive any nomination it must come
j as the result of a spontaneous outburst, of enthusiasm' from the people, so strong

i as to be beyond the power of politicians
i to curb it or control it. Politicians with

few exceptions ridicule, the idea of his
obtaining the nomination from either
party. It is said that the admiral would
have been an 'exceedingly strong candl-
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