
elections all citizens of Porto Rico shall
be allowed to vote who have been bona
tide residents for one year and who pos-
sess other qualifications of voters under
the laws and military orders in force on
March 1, 1900, subject to such modifica-
tions and additional qualifications and re-
strictions as to registration as may be
prescribed by the Executive Council. No
person shall be eligible to membership in
the House of Delegates who Is not 25
years of age and able to read and write
either the Spanish of the English lan-
guage,.or who Is not possessed In his own
right of taxable property, real or per-
sonal, situated in Porto Rico."

Provision Is made for enacting legisla-
tion similar to that in other Territories.
The judicial power is vested in courts
already established, the Chief Justice and
Associate Justices and Marshal to be ap-
pointed by the President; Judges of the
District Courts and other officers by the
Governor of Porto Rico. There is also a
United States District Court established
similar to that of other Territories. The
salaries . of all officers appointed by the
President are as follows: Governor, $S0OO;
Secretary, Attorney General, Auditor,
Commissioner of the" lnterior, $4000 each;
Treasurer, $5000; Commissioner of Educa-
tion, $3000; Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court and United States District Judge,
$5000 each; Associate Justices, $4500 each;
two Marshals, each $3000; District Atttor-
ney, $4000. ? ¦

¦ No export duties are to be collected, but
taxes and licenses may be levied.

On the regular election day .In Novem-
ber and every two years thereafter Porto
Rico may choose &-¦Commissioner- to rep-
resent the island at Washington; salary
$6000. ¦

A commission of three members, one a
native of Porto Rico,, Is to be named to
revise and codify the 'laws of.the island.

The act for a civil government is to go
into effect May 1, 1900.

Jurisdiction Not Decided.
WASHINGTON, April12.? The Supreme

Court to-day denied leave to file the peti-
tion of Ramon Baez, a citizen of Porto
Rico, for writs of habeas corpus and cer-
tlorarl in the proceeding against him for
violation

-of the Porto Rlcan election law
by the provisional courts of that island,
Baez being now Inconfinement under this
proceeding. The decision was announcedby the Chief Justice, who made a brief ex-
planation of the court's attitude. The
court did not enter at all upon the ques-
tion of Jurisdiction or decide any of the
more important points raised by the peti-
tion.

The Chief Justice said Inhis explanation
that the application was not made to the
court until March 26, on the eve of a two
weeks' recess. This delay was, he said.
In the face of the fact that Baez had from
December 11 to apply for relief. Because
of this delay, he said, the court's Interpo-
sition would have, been unavailing if It
had taken Jurisdiction. Ifthe writ of
habeas corpus had been Issued April 9,
the next court day after the peti-
tion was presented, the imprisonment
would have expired blx days after-
ward- and fourteen days before the
person having him In custody would
be required to make his return. Thus, be-
fore the case could be heard upon the writ
and return, the prisoner would be no long-
er in custody. He stated in conclusion
that the court was not to be understood
as intimating inany degree an opinion on
the question of jurisdiction or other ques-
tions raised by the petition..

Conditions in Porto Bico.
SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, April s.?Gen-

eral conditions InPorto Rico remain the
same from week to week. Delegations of
country people continue to arrive at the
Governor's palace almost dally and beg
for relief. Without doubt, thousands of
Porto Ricans are destitute and: without
work. One need but glance at the poor,
ragged, barefooted peons and notice the
expression of want and destitution to be
convinced of.this fact. Nevertheless, the
situation is not quite as bad as it has been
painted. ..

At noon yesterday a delegation of poor
people from Aquas Buenos presented
themselves at the palace. The procession
was headed by four or fivelittle girls not
over 10 years of age, two of whom carried
black flags, evidently supposed to signify
that the party was In mourning for the
ones leftbehind, too weak from starvation
to attempt the long journey to the capital.
The little glrla^were followed by twenty-
flve women anfl one hundred men. They
were taken In at the palace by Colonel
Ho ff, to whom they presented the usual
petition, telling of want and destitution.

This Is the second delegation of the sort
from

'
Aquas IBuenos jthis week, the first

arriving on Monday. Itmight be noted in
this J connection that nearly all of thesedelegations have come from this same
general district. They arrive at the palace
almost daily, and the general opinion Is
that they are directed by people with an
object in view. Anarmy official is author-
ity for.the statement that a delegation
from other sections of the island once in a
while would.; perhaps be more effective.

.When all originate in the same district it
appears rather suspicious. ...:,*

Many Rations Issued Weekly.
According to the report of the post com-

mander at Aquas Buenos, ? under date of
March 29, over 3000 rations have been is-
sued weekly from that post for over three
months. He says that there are no labor-
ers idle excepting those who do not wish
to work; that there are few families with-
out at least one able-bodied man; that the
Alcalde has orders that every able-bodiedman mustf be made to work for the ra-
tions; that the Alcalde has failed;utterly
to have the roads repaired; although he
has had ample time, and that the Alcalde
receives ":thirty relief supply ticketsmonthly.

?

.The officer adds in his report that in his
personal opinion the requests for work
and provisions are simply schemes of theAlcalde :to v provide provisions for the
lazy, idle people. The. sergeant believes
that the -petitioners are backed by a cer-
tain clique of citizens of the town. Includ-
ing the - Alcalde, .who desires that every
family should draw relief supplies, wheth-
er or not they are destitute. He also
adds that the Alcalde In Issuing the relief
tickets allotted to him does not distribute
them to the more needy. \Such instances
us this need not be taken- as applying to
the entire Island. Inmany cases.. the peo-
ple are; actually starving and .-. with no
work to do. Thousands of dollars' worth
ofiprovisions have »¦ been ;lsaued to these

CHARLES H. ALLEN, Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Who Will Be CivilGovernor of Porto Rico.

NEW HALL TO
BE READY FOR

DEMOCRATS
Convention Will Be Held

at Kansas City as
Arranged.

Committee Appointed to Investigate
Heports That Sufficient Guar-

j antfee Has Been Given by
the Hall Company.

KANSAS CITT. April12.? There w!llrbe
no change in date or place of holding
the Democratic National convention, pre-
viously set for Kansas City July 4. The
cub-committee of the National Demo-
cratic Committee met the local committee
on arrangements here to-day and after
going over the situation thoroughly draft-
ed and signed the following statement:

KANSAS CITY, Mo., April13.
Hon. James K. Jones, Chairman of the Demo-

cratic National Committee. Washington,
r>. c.
Sir: Tha special committee appointed by you

to arrange all details Incident to tbe holding
of the national convention .en July ?* met in
Kansas City to-day In special session. Thla
meeting: wag called on account of the destruc-
tion of Convention Hall, the purpose beine to
determine whether this calamity would ne-
cessitate any chance In the time or place for
holding the convention. The committee con-
ferred fully with the director* of the Conven-
tion Hall Company and with' the executive
committee of citizens having- the arrangements
for the convention In charge.

We find that the people of Kansas City are
determined to rebuild the hall and have It
ready for the convention by July 4; and that
the committee in charge of this matter has now
in hand, in cash available for rebuilding- pur-
poses, a larger sum of money than was ex-
pended In the erection of the building: which
has Just been destroyed.

The directors of the hall company have en-
tered into a contract with responsible firms
and corporations for the reconstruction of the
building, the contracts requiring the work to
be completed prior to the date of the conven-
tion. In each Instance the contractors have
entered Into a heavy bond, with penalties, for
the literal fulfillment of their several engage-
ments. We examined these contracts, and after
full conference with the directors and architect
of the .building we are satisfied that the hall
will be rebuilt so as to fully accommodate the
convention In accordance with the original con-
tract of Kansas City, and that no necessity
will arise for any change either in the time or
place of holding the convention.

We do not consider that there Is any neces-
sity at this time to trouble the full committee
with the further consideration of this subject.
We make this report so that this matter may
be set at rest.

WILLIAMJ. STONE. Chairman.
C. A. WALSH, Secretary
J. G. JOHNSON.
ADAIR WILSON.
JOHN S. RILLING.

For J. M. GUFFET.

Must Begin at Once
the Establishment of

a Territorial Govern-
ment for the Island.

Conditions and Provisions of
the New Law Under
Which the United States
Will Remodel Existing
Institutions.

+ ' ' +
? WASHINGTON, April12.? +

The President at 7 o'clock
+ this evening signed the Porto +
?f{: Eican tariff and civil gov- +

ernment bill. Only Secretary +
+ Boot and Mr. Cortelyou, the +
+ assistant secretary to the
+ President, were present when +
i; the bill became a law.

©?+?++?++??++++++++++?©

WASHINGTON.
April 12.? Charles

H. Allen, at present Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, will be

the first CivilGovernor of Porto

Rico under the provisions of
the billpassed yesterday by the House of
Representatives. Inasmuch as the act
takes effect on the Ist of next month,

there is but little time left In which to
outline a skeleton form of government.
Including the formation of a Cabinet. If

Is understood that the new Governor will

be taken to Porto Rico Inone of the finest
vessels of the navy. '-.<-.,. ',^-v

Toward the close of the afternoon Mr.
Allen was summoned to the White House
!by" the President and the informal tender
iof the post was made. Mr. Allen returned
[a practical acceptance. Then the Presi-

Ident and the next Governor of Porto Rico
|spent an hour in close conference respect-

iing the matters to be arranged in the im-
Imediate future. Owing to the fact that
little more than two weeks' time Inter
venes before the civil government must'
go into operation, according to the terms
of the act of Congress/ it was decided
that it would not be practicable to com-
plete the Cabinet of the Governor in that
time.

Therefore Mr. Allen will go alone to
San Juan at the earliest possible moment
after Secretary Long's return to Wash-
ington, which should be on Saturday next.
He willput himself in touch with Gener-al
Davis, now Military Governor of the
island, and spend a short time in ac-
quainting himself with tho insular affairs
and in studying the character of the men
who present themselves to his notice as
proper material for membership of the

new Cabinet. As soon as he shall havt.
established himself and the knowledge ht
seeks Governor Allen will return to the

United States. He may leave General Da-
vis In charge during his absence, but in
case it shall have been found possible to
;complete the formation of the. Cabinet or
??even Ifonly one member shall have been
appointed, 1then that person will act as
temporary Governor.
In the selection of Mr. Allen the Presi-

dent has had in mind the appointment of
a man of affairs and of sound business
experience, qualities which are deemed
essential in the administration of an en-
tirely new government, such as is to be
erected in Porto Rico.

Allen an Able Man.
Mr. Allen is no lawyer, but legal advice

always can be had even In Porto Rico
when the occasion arises, and. in fact, the
organic act provides for a well paid At-
torney General as a member of the Gov-
ernor General's Cabinet.

Mr. Allen was born InLowell, Mass., In
IS4S, and graduated at Amherst: He has
had, In addition to his business experi-
ence, a great deal of legislative training.

First a member of the Lowell School
Board, he entered the lower house of the
Massachusetts Legislature in 1881, went
Into the State Senate in 18S3, and then be-
came a member of the National House of
Representatives. He served through the
Forty-ninth and Fiftieth: Congresses, and
might have continued in legislative work
had he. not declined a renomination. At
the close of his Congressional career he
resumed the active control of his impor-

tant business interests, and although he
became Assistant Secretary of the Navy
on Alay 9, Ih9B, succeeding Theodore
Roosevelt, hs has managed to maintain
his business connections notwithstanding
the volume of Important duties that fell
to his share in the Spanish-American war.

At present he Is the head of a firmman-
ufacturing wood preservatives, a presl-.
dent of one bank, a director in another
and is largely Interested in the manufac-
ture of high grade papers.

Great interest is telt in naval circles in
the personality of Mr. Allen's successor
as Assistant Secretary of the Navy. His
administration of the vast details of the
Navy Department has been extremely_
-popular,»and it was fully-expected that,
should Secretary Long decline to continue
through another administration in tho
Navy ? Department, in the event of Me-
Kinley's re-election, Mr.Allen would suc-
ceed to that Important post. It is said,
however, that his assignment to the Gov-
ernorship of Porto Rico does not com-
pletely remove him from the field as a
Secretary of the Navy in the future, for
the most expected of him now is that he
shall inaugurate and put on a sound busi-
ness basis the new government In Porto
Rico. He willreturn to the United States
when that important work Is accom-
plished. . 1,:.'.-'

Summary of Government.
The following is a summary of the Gov-

ernment provisions of the Porto Rico bill:
The capital shall be at San Juan. Per-

sons who weie Spanish subjects onrApril
11, 1899, and who have not elected to pre-
serve their allegiance to Spain are ¦ held
to be citizens of Porto Rico and entitled
to the protection of the United States.
The designation of the body politic Is un-
der the name of "The People of Porto
Rico." '

The laws and ordinances of Porto Rico
now In force shall continue In full force
and' effect, except as altered by this act
or.1by-military orders which "are not in-
consistent with the laws of the United
States. .The old law forbidding the mar-
riage of.priests and ministers is repealed.

The vessels of Porto Rico are to be na-
tionalized and admitted to the benefits of
the 'United States 1 coasting; laws. Quar-
antine stations are to "be established.'
Porto Rico coin Is to; be rated the peso
60 cents In the exchange. .Three months
after tho act takes effect Porto Rico coins
are not to-be legal tender. Property
usually under the control :of the United
States will so continue and: other proper-
ties acquired from Spain will be adminis-
tered by the Porto ¦ -Rican Government.
The Governor Is to be appointed by

-
the

President and hold his,-office for- four
years, having the, powers .conferred on
Governors of Territories Iof' the United
States, but is to make his reports through
the Secretary of. State to the President.;. An executive council' appointed by-the
President and confirmed .by?* the Senate,
consisting of.a.Secretary,'^ Attorney Gen-
eral, Treasurer, -Auditor,,",Commissioners
of Interior' and Education and five other
persons, is* to hold "office for four ¦years.
The Council Is, the" upper- branch; of the
Legislature, five of whom shall be natives
of Porto Rico.' The other. branch shall be
a House of Delegates, to consist of thirty-
five? members elected ,bl-annually by the
qualified electors.

Divided Into Seven Districts.
Porto Rico is to be divided Into "sevendistricts, each with five delegates. V,The

Qualifications for voters are: "At^"such.

PERRY BELMONT
TO ASSIST THE

DEWEY BOOM
New York Millionaire Is

Anxious to Help the
Admiral.

Governor Roosevelt Declares Very
Positively That He Will Not -

Accept the Nomination for
Vice President.

Social rMspatch to The Call.
CALL HEADQUARTERS, WELLING-

TON HOTEL. WASHINGTON. April12.?
Significant developments in connection
with the candidacy of Admiral Dewey In-
dicate that .his boom is growing in
strength and that there are friends behind
the admiral preparing for a vigorous cam-
paign in his behalf. i

¦

John R. .McLean gave a dinner this
evening to the admiral and Mrs. Dewey
to meet Mr. and Mrs. Perry Belmont of
New York. Although it was largely a
6oclal affair, the fact that Mr. Belmont
has come to Washington in the interest of
the Dewey boom and that he has been In
conference with Admiral Dewey and Mr.
McLean gave the dinner more than a
mere social interest. Another significant
development is the report from Onto that
the Democratic delegation from that State
may go to Kansas Cityuninstrueted. Sim-
ilar reports from other sections cause con-
siderable uneasiness among the followers
of Mr. Bryan here. Tncre is a steadily
growing sentiment among the Democrats
who are not pledged to Bryan that Ad-
miral Dewey possesses many attractive
qualities as a Presidential possibility.
Perry Belmont's Democracy nas never
been questioned. He has been a regular
attendant at Democratic national conven-
tions for many years find he has been an
active and valuable worker In the party
ranks. He does not hesitate to say that
he believes the candidacy of Admiral
Dewey can be placed before the American
people insuch a manner as to arouse pub-
lic sentiment in his behalf. Mr. Belmont
has conversed with numerous Senators,
Representatives and other public men who
are interested in national politics and he
has found an underlying sentiment favor-
able to Admiral Dewey's candidacy.

ROOSEVELT DECLINES TO
ACCEPT SECOND PLACE

President McKinley, after a conference
over the long distance telephone with
Governor Roosevelt, is satisfied that It
will be impossible to gain the consent of
the Governor to accept the Vice I'residen-
tial nomination. Information to this ef-
f<-ct has been passed among Republican
leaders to-day, and as a result they are
all at nea as to McKinley's running mate.

There is a disposition among some of
them to proceed with the Roosevelt boom
and endeavor tc force his nomination by
acclamation, thus; putting him inthe posi-
tion where he willeither have to respond
to the party's call or sacrifice party In-
terests for personal considerations. The
President, however, has taken the Gov-
ernor at his word and is conferring with
party leaders with a view to determining
en some other man.

Governor Roosevelt, it is said, was most
emphatic in his declaration that he would
under no circumstances consent to his
name going before the Philadelphia con-
vention, and said that if the nomination
were forced upon him he would be con-
strained to decline it.

Governor Roosevelt will attend the na-
tional convention. Senator Platt said to-
day that the four delegates at large from
New York would he Thomas C. Platt,
Chauncey M. Depew. Theodore Roosevelt
and Benjamin B. Odel! Jr. It was the
original intention to keep Mr. Roosevelt
away from the convention in.order that
he mljrht not te able to protest against
the nomination which was to be forced
upon him. Learning that' this programme
was in contemplation. Governor Roosevelt
expressed his intention of being present,
even ifonly as a spectator, in order to
put a check upon the scheme.

As the matter now stands he willattend
the convention with the knowledge that
he is not to be considered. As a delegate
8i larpe he will be able to participate in
the proceedings of the convention, and it
is understood arrangements are being
made to have him place the name of Wil-
liam McKinlev in nomination.

With Governor Roosevelt out of the Vice
Presidential contest. Republican leaders
have been energetically discussing other
available candidates. As the matter stands
to-night Representative James Sherman
of New York and Secretary Long are the
possibilities most seriously considered.

LARGE DELEGATION PROMISED

Many Clubs Will Be Represented at

Los Angeles Convention. \
Fjvelal D'.FSjatch to The Call.

LOS ANGELES. April12.? Reports that
were to-day received by the executive
committee having in charge the details
of the State Convention of Republican
League Clubs that meets here April27-23
show that 170 clubs have been organized
In the State and are in full working or-
der. The most encouraging feature is that
twenty-eight clubs have been organized
In the Second Congressional District, dis-
tributed through Calaveras. Amador, San
Joaquin Nevada, Placer. Mariposa, Tuo-
lumne and Butte counties. These clubs
are well officered and have elected dele-
gates. From Southern California reports
are being received of great activity with
nearly every county south of Tehachapi
selecting, delegates. The figure of 1200
delegates the committee thinks will now
be exceeded.

Thousands of bulletins, circulars and
miscellaneous literature have in the past
ten days been mailed to all workers and
ppecial letters of correspondence to every
progressive and R'^ublican paper In the
State. The assertion is warranted that if
the letters received are a fair criterion
the coming convention will be the most
notable In the history of the league.

Bryan in Arizona.
PHOENIX. Ariz.. April12.? William J

Bryan arrived this morning and was es-
corted by two brass bands . through the
streets to his hotel, where he wai en-
tertained by the Democratic clubs.

A reception followed, during which he
received a message from a dying woman
enthusiastic for his principles, asking
him to call on her, as she desired to meet
the champion of her faith. He readily
responded. Returning to the hotel, Bryan
addressed the school children, the schools
being closed for the occasion. For an
hour and a half he addressed 5000 people
en the public plaza on tho subjects of free
silver, trusts and imperialism. It was an
attentive and interested audience. He left
for Prcscott on a special train at 1
o'clock.

Men's calf shoes worth $3 for $1 25 a pair
at the Boston Shoe Co., 775 Market st. ?

CULTURED WOMAN THE
WIFE OF A CHINAMAN

Is a Confirmed Opium Fiend and
Lived With Him in a

Filthy Hovel.
EpeciaJ Dispatch to The Call.

LOS ANGELES. April 12.? 1n a dilapi-
dated shanty at Highland Park, near the
Arroyo Seco, was discovered to-day, a
woman, a confirmed opium fiend, who is
the wife of Horn Sing, a Chinese vegetable
peddler. Notwithstanding her wretched
surroundings and

%mode of life, at the age
of 23, she is as handsome, well educated
and refined as any one of her former com-
panions of Philadelphia. Inher miserable
abode she is surrounded by-costly dresses
and does not conceal the diamonds she
possesses.

The woman is seeking the aid of the
Humane Society that, she may recover
from her habit. She stated that her name
is Clara Singcrly. and that she had been
sentenced to eighteen years' imprisonment
for child murder, but was released on apecond trial, after having served two
yeas*. One year ago, upon the advice of
the matron of the prison, she married the
Chinese. An attempt will be made to
place her in the care of the King's
Daughters.

URGES THE PASSAGE OF
THE EIGHT-HOUR BILL

President G-ompers of the Federation
of Labor Before the House
Ji^v,: Committee.

WASHINGTON, April 12.?President
Gompers of the Federation of Labor made
an extended argument before the House
Committee on Labor to-day in support of
the proposed eight-hour law. Mr. Gomp-
ers said the movement had. secured some
measure of success in the States and mu-
nicipalities, and it was desired to have
the Government recognize it by the en-
actment of the present measure. Through
some mysterious means, he said, the
words "upon public works" were put into
the Federal eight-hour law of 1592, thus
confining It to narrow limits and robbing
It of the value that Its advocates ex-
pected.

The present bill,he said, was the result
of fiveyears of thought, study and effort.
He urged that the reduction of the hours
of labor was demanded by every Interest
of the Government, which should be as
much concerned in the physical and men-
tal strength of the workmen as In the
tensile strength of the steel and armor
furnished to it.

QUEEN REVIEWS
SCHOOL CHILDREN

Had. Arrived Too Late to Take Part
in
'
the Special Services Held

Last .Saturday.
DUBLIN.April12.? There was a decided

Improvement in the weather to-day. The
Queen, after starting to drive to the Zo-
ological Gardens In her donkey carriage,
abandoned her proposed visit to that
place, and Instead remained driving in the
viceregal grounds, where she reviewed a
thousand children from Queens County,
who had arrived too late to take part in
the children's demonstration in honor of
her Majesty held Saturday in Phoenix
Park. The children were compensated for
their disappointment on that occasion, be-
¦ing brought to Dublin on a special train
to-day.

Much to the public's surprise, the Queen
drove out late this afternoon Ina closed
landau, accompanied by Princess Henry
of ¦?¦? Battenberg. The route extended
through Castle Nock village, returning by
way of Phoenix Park at 5:40 p. m. In
spite of the pouring rain, her Majesty ex-
pressed pleasure at her outing.

?. . ?

To Stock Streams.
UKIAH,April 12.? Alfred V. Lamotte,

superintendent of the California North-
western fish hatchery In this city, has re-
turned'from the station .at Little Lake.
The catch made this year was over a mil-
lion eggs. ¦; Tho streams Inthis county will
therefore ?be thoroughly stocksd during
the coming season.

VThe Peace Conference," a
remarkable poem by Madge
Morris! Illustrated witha full-
page :drawing by Methfessel.
This will be one of the most
artistic :pages ever published
and a revelation in what can
be done by the most up-to-
date halftone processes and
presswork. We challenge
comparison! Get the Easter
edition of The Call-^-out next^Sunday? or > you will miss
something really great.

SEVERE EARTHQUAKES
OCCUR IN BOHEMIA

Sixty Houses Destroyed at Toron and
ItIsFeared the City Will Have

to Be Abandoned.
,VIENNA, April 12.? A severe earth-
quake has occurred at Toron, Bohemia,
sixty houses being destroyed, though
without loss of life.

The shocks continue and it is feared
that the town must be abandoned alto-gether.

FIGHT WITH TRAMPS.

Hard Characters Attempt to Hold Up
a Train, but Are Foiled-

HEBRON. N. D.,April12.? After a live-
ly fight. In which numerous shots were
fired, six tramps who held up a freight
train here were arrested and lodged in
Jail. They shot at the conductor and ter-
rorized the train crew, but were roundedup by a posse of citizens with rifles Theonly casualty was a wound In the kneereceived by one of the tramps, who will
lose his leg.

SUSPECTED OF MURDER.
"Widow of a Blind Physician IsUnder

Surveillance.
BOSTON, April12.? Dr. J. P. Cocke. a

blind physician, who recently figured In
a sensational divorce case here, wasfound dead in his home to-night with apistol shot wound In his mouth. Hiswife Charlotte, while not formally ar-rested, is under surveillance pending theclearing away of suspicious features

Senator Injured.
VALLEJO. April12.? Senator Luch-sln-pr suffered a severe fall to-day from a

ladder and was badly bruised. Despite
the accident ho made the presentation

XTth«°/$ eitt of a hancteome s^ord tSAssistant Paymaster Peoples this evening.

WANTS NEWSPAPER MEN
TO HELP HIS DETECTIVES

Chief of Police of Chicago Thinks

That His Force of Sleuths
Could Be Improved.

CHICAGO, April12.? Chicago r?wspaper

reporters may be enlisted In the city police

service. Chief of Police Klpley advises

their appointment to places In the de-

tective department, where they may

serve as aids to the officers commanded
by Chief of Detectives Colleran. Chief
Kipley expressed the opinion to-day that
In the employment of active, wide-awake
news gatherers, men trained by expe-
rience and fitted by disposition to secura
conviction as well as readable evidence,
the value of his present force would be
greatly augmented.

"The need for remembering minute de-
tails of cases and court records after their
disposal before the proper tribunal pecu-
llarlv adapts a newspaper man for the
work," said Chief Klpley. "Give me a
few good, lively newspaper men. with a
nose for news, lots of tenacity and the
ability to express themselves, and Icould
catch the slickest rascals whom the devil

The recent robberies on the Lake Shore

drive including the Potter residence, from
which nearly $20,000 worth of jewels were
stolen, and the apparent utter inability

of the detective force to find a clew. has.
it Is said brought Chief Klpley to the
conclusion that the employment of news-
paper men would result ina vast improve-

ment in the efficiency In that branch of
the police force.

BigMining Company.

SPOKANE. Wash.. April 12.? The

Chronicle this afternoon says: The for-

mation of the biggest mining company
operated in the Northwest and one of the
most gigantic mining schemes ever formed
was made public to-day. The King Solo-
mon Mining Company, headea by James
B°ToKd of Lima. Ohio, has been cap-
italized for $30,000,000 and has secured hun-

dreds of claims for two and a half miles
along Lake Kootenay. near Alnswortn.
B. C.

people for many months. Thousands have
been fed and the relief supply has never
run short. In Porto Rico, as in every
country, a class of people exist who will
not work so long as they may pick up
enough to .keep the spark of life aflame
without exerting themselves. This sort ofpeople have learned of the $2,095,000 appro-
priated to Porto Rico, and many of them
nave come In expecting to receive their
share.

The condition of the laboring class will
be materially relieved in a few weeks.
Contracts for the building of nine new
roads from seacoast towns to interior
points were let a few days ago. The ap-
proximate coat of this work \ illbe $600,-
000; of which $95,000 must be earned per
month, according to the contracts. Ithas
been estimated that nearly 10,000 men will
be given employment. ;; ¦

Thousands Need Medical Aid.
SAN JUAN, Porto Rico, April12.? The

startling fact was recently made .public
that in many districts of Porto Rico,
where the population reaches thousands,
there is no resident physician. For in-
stance Wayula. a town of 1500, must de-
pend upon the simplest remedies In tho
case of Illness as there Is no physician
within call. At Utando the death rate la
80 per cent annually, and this town Is a
day's ride from Ponce through the moun-
tains. Ifappears that physicians have
been sent to these districts, but they re-
fuse to remain, largely because no town
Is able .to support one. _ As a result of
this condition of things the order pr6-
viding a physician for every ¦ 500 people
is now very difficult of enforcement, be-
cause the towns reply that there is no
fund to pay for such service. This island
is one vast poorhouse and there are op-
portunities for charity at every step.
Were $10,000 to be expended immediately
for medicine and medical aid it would
possibly save the lives of 3000 people. At
one time the Government considered the
feasibility of assigning a physician to
each town at an aggregate coat of JSO.OOO
per year, but the funds for such an outlay
are not available.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE
NAVY ALIEN TO BE THE FIRST

CIVIL GOVERNOR OF PORTO RICO

REPUBLICANS OF
OREGON INDORSE

ADMINISTRATION
State Convention Nominates

Officers and Elects
Delegates.

Resolutions Adopted Favoring the
Nicaragaan Canal and Election

of Senators by Direct Vote
of the People.

PORTLAND, April12.? The Republican
State Convention met to-day, nominated
one Justice of the Supreme Court, Food
and Dairy Commissioner, four Presiden-
tial electors and elected four delegates-at-
large to the national convention at Phila^
delphia. The convention Indorsed the gold

standard legislation of the present Con-
gress and the course of President McKin-
ley's administration in the Philippines.
The following ticket was nominated:

Justice of the Supreme Court? C. E.
IWolverton, renominated.

Food and Dairy Commissioner? J. W.
Bailey, renominated. . -;-;.'-

Presidential electors? O. F. P.axton,
Multnomah County; J. C. Fullerton,
Douglass County; W. J. Furnish, Uma-
tilla County; Tillman Ford, Marion
County.

Delegates to the national convention?

H. E. Ankehey,' Jackson County; J. D.
Daly, Benton County; Wallace McCam-
mant, Multnomah County; 11. P. Kuck,
Wusco County. Alternates ?Louis Simp-
son, Coos County; E. L. Holgate, Benton
County; Wallis Nash, Lincoln County;
John' \V. Knowies, Union County.

The delegates to the national convention
were not instructed.

The platform commends the Republican
Congress for its recent legislation making
the gold standard a part of the statutory
law of the land ana says: "So long as
either of our great political parties ad-
vocates the free coinage of silver the
maintenance of the gold standard is the
most important political issue, affecting
as it does the value of the farmers' crop
and the laborers wages."

On the question of expansion the plat-
form says: ./,'.-

We indorse the policy of the administration
in securing the I'hlllppfneIslands, suppressing
the Insurrection there, and demand that they
shall be retained as American territory.

We regard trade with the Orient as one of the
great sources of our national wealth In the
future and an open door in China as an im-
portant aid to the growth of our trade in the
Orient. We commend the successful efforts
of the present administration, and especially
of the Pecretaray of State, to secure by treaty
with the several European power* the right to
the free introduction of American goods into
this great empire.

The resolutions favor the immediate
construction of the Nicaragua canal un-
der Governmental control.

A resolution was adopted favoring the
election of United States Senators Dy a
direct vote of the people and instructing
the Oregon delegation to make every ef-
fort to secure such an amendment to the
constitution.

On the subject of trusts the platform
says: "We recognize the vital necessity
of"control of the organization and curtail-
ment of the powers of trusts and combi-
nations of capital by the State within its
borders, and pledges its support inthe ap-
proaching Legislature to laws defining
and carrying out these objects."

««.

Populists Organize.

PORTLAND, Or.. April 12.? The Popu-

list State ConventicH spent almost the en-
tire day in an attempt to effect a perma-
nent organization. The contest was over
.fusion with the Democrats, and the fusion
element finally was victorious. A com-
mittee was appointed to confer with a
committee from the Democratic conven-
tion for the gurpose of agreeing upon a
fusion platform and ticket.
-At the ? evening session tha conference

committee reported that the platform had
been agreed upon by the two committees.
The joint platiorm was read, and after a
long discussion action was postponed un-
til to-morrow. The platform reaffirmed
the Slate platform of the Democratic,
Peoples and Silver Republican parties of
Oregon adopted in I£9S; favors the income
tax law ana the election of United States
Senators by direct vote of the people;
opposes government by injunction; favors
the passage of an employer's liability,ap-
plicable to railroad companies; tavors
the initiative and referendum; opposes
wars of conquest and colonial possession;
favors Filipino independence and a pro-
tectorate by the United States; expresses
sympathy with the Boers; condemns
trusts and condemns the present Repub-
lican administration.

The platform also favors Government
ownership of telegraphs and municipal
ownership of franchises. Equal suffrage
is indorsed. Delegates to the National
Convention were instructed to vote for
W. J. Bryan for President. At 11 p. m.
the convention adjourned until to-mor-
row. Twelve middle-of-the-road delegates
held a convention this afternoon, but took
do action ponding the decision of the fu-
sion convention...? ?i??

Fusion for Nevada.

RENO, Nev., April12.? One of the great
political disturbances of this State took
place here to-day. The Silver party's
State Central Committee met to deter-
mine, first, the question of fusion or no
fusion with the Democrats and Populists
generally, where the Silver party is going
to stand in relation to Francis G.< New-
lands' aspirations for re-election to Con-
gress, and a great many other things of
minor importance. Governor Sadler, W.
W. Williams, W. E. Sharon, Sam Davis
and pretty much all the prominent Sllver-
ites of the State were 1 present. The pro-
ceedings were acrimonious and every
point was hotlycontested throughout, but
while the Sharon men out-talked their op-
ponents, the latter seemed. to.carry every
point. The first test vote occurred on
temporary chairman. Governor. Sadler
nominated Nate W. ¦ Roff. . George S.
Nixon nominated James L. McDonald.
Roff was elected. ?

' .
Then the question of fusion came up.

Considlne. Sharon and others said a great
deal. Incidentally holding Mr. Wallace,
who held a proxy in the meeting, to ac-
count for all their troubles, but after all
a resolution was adopted in favor of fu-
sion, and a committee as follows was
appointed to confer with the Democrats
and Populists as to the date for holding
the State convention: W. E. Sharon, R.
Sadler, 'Ben Rosenthal, Benjamin Curler
and A. L. Fitzgerald. This committee la
supposed to stand at least two to three
against the Sharon-Newlifnds interests.

Democrats Indorse Bryan.
'

PORTLAND, Or., April 12.? The Demo-
cratic State Convention to-day organized
and appointed a committee on platform
and one to confer with a committee from
the Populist State Convention regarding
a union of forces of the two parties. The
afternoon was mostly taken up in speech-
making while the convention was waiting
for the committees to report. During the
afternoon an Interesting, contest for chair-
man of the State Central Committee was
decided. H. B. Nicholson of Portland,
who was put forward for chairman by theanti-imperialists, was defeated by R. 8.
Sheridan by a vote of 195 to C6.

In the organization of the convention
the silver and Bryan forces were vic-
torious, and every mention of Bryan's
rr<me was roundly cheered. Late in the
afternoon the convention adjourned until
"¦'¦'* p. m. QC|VfIBBH3MB*SE

At the evening session the report of the
conference committee with the Populists
was received, but no action was taken on
it. The following were elected delegates
to the National- Convention- at Kansas
City: J. H. Raley, Umatilla; .M. A. Miller,
Linn; R. M. Veatch. -LaneTN. :A.Plery,
Multnomah: John Welch." Multnomah;, J
O. Booth. Josephine ;;Charles .Nickell,
Jackson; A. S. Bennett; Wfkseo.- ; -.-A

The delegates were instructed to xnte
for William J. Bryan for President. At
11:10. the convention adjourned until to-morrow.

m
Silver Convention a Failure.

PORTLAND, Or., April 12.? The Silver
Republicans held no convention ¦ to-day,
there being only a small number of dele-
gates present.

EXCURSIONISTS
ABANDONED IN

FOREIGN TOWNS
Smallpox Broke Out on the

New England in the
Mediterranean.

Sufferers Were Left inHospitals and
Their Friends Know Nothing

of Their Whereabouts or
Condition.

Bj>ecial Dispatch to The Call. .
BOSTON, April12.? Advices received In

Boston to-day from Liverpool show that
the ocean liner New England, which sail-
ed from here February 1 with over 500
excursionists for Oriental ports, became a
veritable pest ship on her return to the
Eastern Mediterranean. The private
party of tourists on the New England
was made up of some of the best known
and wealthiest people of the Eastern and
Middle Western States. Three passengers
have already died of smallpox, together
witha petty officer of the ship, and there
were twenty cases among the crew and
three convalescent passengers when the
ship recently arrived in Liverpool from
Naples. The known deaths so far are:
Mrs. Thompson of Friendship, Me., wife
of Captain N. Webb Thompson; Rev.
George N. Love Jr., Baptist pastor of Os-
wego, N. V.. and Miss Ann Scouten of
Winona, Minn.

According to meager information by let-
ters to friends in this vicinity, there are a
number of cases of passengers left In the
hospitals at Rome suffering from the
fearful disease. To-day the steamer sail-
ed from Liverpool, bound here with 1100
passengers, of whom 150 are members of
the Clark tour. The remainder of the
tourists?over 300 In number? are scat-
tered or stranded in Europe, and great
anxiety is felt by the friends in this vicin-
ity,as no passenger list will be given out
for a week, or until the vessel gets here.

The agents here report that £1000 ster-
ling was expended In Liverpool in fumi-
gating and refitting the ship befora she
sailed on her present voyage, and they be-
lieve the disease is stamped out. but grave
fears are entertained that the disease may
break out again with terrible conse-
quences among the 1100 now on board.

No word has yet been received in re-
gard to the conductor of the excursion
coming to the relief of the unfortunate
passengers who are stranded inand about
Rome, but they willbe taken care of by
the United States Consul ifno other help
is available. It is believed the disease
was brought on board by those who went

to Jerusalem.
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I! For Friday and Saturday y
plj you can get percale golf shirts, made of good washable material. In \AfS\ tne latest colorings ot striped effects; pair of separate link cuffs fc'jpa witheach shirt; the shirts willfit and wear well, for their valu: |«

I'll They make good shirts to wear on an outing or a Sunday trip "sip| across the bay ;in fact they are just what is wanted for warm j£j

HI . For Friday and Saturday only we willseJl these shirts for ~\

jjs Out-of-town orders filleditbearing postmark of Friday or Saturdo 13
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